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LATE  WAR. 

H  E  campaign  of  the  year  1 756  in  A.  D. 
^  ^  North  America  was  clofed  with  as  I756' 

T  ^)e(  little  honour  to  thofe  employed  in 
V  &&&  its  operations,  and  with  lefs  advan-  campaign 
tage  to  the  nation,  than  that  of  >ear 
the  year  1755,  though  at  a  greater  national  ex¬ 
pence,  and  with  much  larger  fupplies  of  men  and 
officers  from  Old  England.  Which  occafioned  a 
ferious  obferver  of  thofe  times  to  remark,  That 
the  fituation  of  affairs  in  North  America  grew  more 
and  more  dangerous ;  and  that  it  feemed  to  him, 
that  the  more  the  colonies  were  ftrengthened  from 
Great  Britain,  the  more  ground  they  loft  againft 
the  French,  whofe  number  of  regular  troops,  this 
year,  were  much  inferior  to  ours  \ 

Numerous 

3  All  the  fuccefs  we  can  pretend  to  boaft  of  in  the  courfe 
of  this  war,  happened  in  the  two  firft  years  of  it,  when  we 
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Numerous  garrifons  being  placed  in  Fort William, 
Henry  and  in  Fort  Edward  to  prevent  any  fur- 
prize  during  the  winter,  and  to  defend  that  coun¬ 
try  within  their  protection  from  infults,  the  reft 
of  the  forces  were  quartered  in  barracks  built  for 
that  purpofe  at  Albany,  that  they  might  be  brought 

had  not  a  fourth  part  of  the  regular  troops  we  now  have,  and 
the  French  had  at  lead  an  equal  number  in  Canada,  and  at 
Louifbourg. 

Our  campaign  in  1755  opened  with  an  expedition  againft 
the  French  encroachments  in  Nova  Scotia,  with  about  400 
regular  troops,  and  2000  irregulars  from  Bollon  ;  which  was 
fo  condufted,  that  the  French  forts  upon  the  Iithmus  foon  fur- 
rendered  ;  their  garrifons  were  tranfported  to  Louifbourg  ; 
Cne  of  their  forts  upon  the  river  St.  John  was  abandoned,  and 
their  fettlements  about  it  broke  up.  The  fame  year  our  own 
fortifications  were  advanced  as  far  as  Lake  Sacrament,  now 
Lake  George,  as  in  the  preceding  year  they  had  likewife 
begun  to  be  upon  the  river  Kenr.ebeck,  towards  the  metropo¬ 
lis  of  Canada:  and  the  French  general,  Diefkau,  who  came 
from  France  that  year  with  about  3000  troops,  and  had  begun 
his  march  to  invefl  Ofwego,  was  prevented  from  making  aa 
attempt  upon  it,  and  defeated  in  his  attack  upon  our  camp  at 
Take  George.  And  in  the  year  1756,  a  large  party  of  French 
regulars,  Canadians  and  Indians,  which  attacked,  by  fur- 
prize,  a  party  of  our  battoe-men  upon  the  river  Onondago, 
were  entirely  defeated  by  an  inferior  numoer  of  men. 

No  fooner  were  our  forces  increafed,  by  thofe  which  ar¬ 
rived  here  from  Europe  with  General  Abercrombie,  in  June 
1756,  but  things  took  a  very  different  turn.  Though  timely 
information  was  given,  that  a  large  French  camp  was  formed 
about  30  miles  off  Ofwego,  with  an  intent  fpeedily  to  attack 
it;  yet  that  mod  material  place  was  lofl  :  General  Webb  not 
fetting  out  till  two  days  before  it  was  taken. 

Our  next  misfortune  was  the  fate  of  the  forts  at  the  Great 
Carrying  Place,  juft  now  related  on  page  490.  Vol.  I. 
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early,  and  with  lefs  expence  and  trouble  than  A-  D* 
heretofore,  to  the  feat  of  a£tion.  175 

As  for  his  lordfhip,  he  applied  ferioufly  and  Lord  Lou- 
diligently  to  provide  for  the  fecurity  of  the  Britilh  dua!^ 
frontiers,  in  the  belt  manner  his  force  and  fitua- 
tion  would  permit,  to  reconcile  the  jarring  interefts 
of  the  different  governments  :  to  fupprefs  every 
fubjeft  of  contention,  and  to  bring  them  to  a 
temper  to  unite  cordially,  with  him,  in  national 
meafures,  for  the  common  intereff,  and  to  be 
provided  for  an  early  campaign.  Yet,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  his  care,  many  different  parts  of  that 
extenfive  frontier,  on  the  back  of  our  colonies, 
were  expofed  to  the  ravages  of  the  enemy  *,  and 
the  defencelefs  fettlers  were  frequently  plundered, 
and  mod  barbaroully  murdered,  without  regard 
to  age  or  fex. 

What  with  the  terrible  forebodings  of  thefe  dif-  its  effeas 
affers,  and  what  with  the  good  management  of  ^IXnies! 
Lord  Loudon,  the  feveral  provinces  were  brought 
to  a  more  fettled  and  rational  difpofition.  Their 
governors  not  only  united  with  him  in  every  pro- 
pofal  for  eftablifhing  a  harmony  throughout  their 
refpe&ive  governments,  and  to  contribute  with  all 
their  ability  to  the  fupport  of  the  common  caufej 
but  they  extended  their  endeavours  to  gain  the 
Indians  to  the  Britifh  intereff; :  and  they  fo  far  fuc- 
ceeded,  that  the  Delawares,  who  form  a  line  along 
the  fouthern  parts  of  Penfylvania,  and  had  leaned 
very  much  to  the  French  b,  were  reconciled  to  us, 

and 

b  Their  quarrel  with  the  Englifh  was  begun  by  the  follow¬ 
ing  mifunderftanding ; 
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and  concluded  a  peace  with  the  governor  of  that 
province.  The  like  good  effeft  attended  the  treaty 
%  of 

While  a  party  of  Englifh  fcouters  were  at  Shamokin,  news 
was  brought  that  a  party  of  French  and  Indians  from  the 
borders  of  the  Ohio  were  alfo  arrived  in  the  neighbouring 
parts,  upon  which  Scaronyade,  an  Indian  chief  of  the  Six 
Nations,  advifed  his  friends  the  Englifh  to  return  back,  and 
by  all  means  to  keep  on  the  eaftern  fid  a  of  the  river;  in  con- 
fequence  of  this  advice  they  did  indeed  return  back,  but  in. 
Head  of  keeping  on  the  eaft,  they  kept  on  the  weft  fide  of  the 
river,  and  before  they  had  gone  far  they  fell  in  with  the  French 
party,  who  killed  four  of  them,  and  the  reft  efcaped. 

Soon  after  this  accident,  an  Engliihman  that  went  to  trade 
with  the  Indians  at  Wyoming,  charged  them  with  the  mur¬ 
der  of  his  countrymen,  and  told  them,  that  upon  them  their 
death  would  be  revenged  ;  this  caufed  a  great  number  of 
Indians  to  afiemble  at  Wyoming,  that  they  might  be  able  to 
make  head  againft  the  Englifh,  if  they  ftiould  be  attacked. 
This  aflembly  of  the  Indians  was  again  reported  to  the  Eng, 
lifh,  as  the  firft  ftep  towards  commencing  hoftilities  againft 
them ;  the  Englifh  therefore,  without  enquiring  farther  intq 
the  affair,  or  waiting  for  the  attack,  feized  as  many  of  the 
Delawares,  who  lived  among  them,  as  they  could  lay  hands 
on,  to  the  amount  of  232.  One  of  thefe  prifoners  found 
means  to  make  his  efcape,  and  gave  his  countrymen  notice  of 
what  had  happened  to  the  Delawares. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  this  intelligence  they  were  extremely 
alarmed,  and  kept  fcouts  abroad  to  fee  if  any  of  the  Englifh 
were  advancing  in  a  hoftile  manner. 

Such  was  the  fituation  of  affairs,  when  four  Englifh  arrived, 
who  had  been  deputed,  though  fomewhat  too  late,  to  examine 
into  the  mifunderflanding,  and  to  compromife  it :  when  they  had 
told  their  meffage,  the  Indians  were  about  to  enter  into  treaty 
with  them,  but  the  prifoner  who  had  made  his  efcape,  being 
prefent,  cried  out,  “  Do  not  believe  thefe  men,  they  defign 
pnly  to  deceive  you,  to  make  you  their  prifoners,  or  to  put 
you  to  the  fvvqrd.”  Upon  this  the  Indians  immediately  feized 


the  TALE  WAR,  7 

of  the  governor  of  Virginia  with  the  Cherokees  A.  D. 
and  Catawbas  %  two  powerful  tribes  adjoining  to  /5  ■ 
that  colony,  and  able  to  bring  3000  warriors  into 
the  field.  An  alliance  for  which  we  were  greatly 
obliged  to  the  influence  of  the  Wolf  King,  who  The  Wolf 

0  °  King's 

having  been  folicited  by  the  partizans  of  France  fviendfhip 
to  break  his  faith  with  the  Englilh,  and  informed  andmflu* 
that  two  Shawanefe  and  two  Frenchmen,  efcorted  -  • 
by  a  party  of  Cherokees,  were  arrived  at  Halba- 
mer  fort  on  the  16th  of  November,  and  that  the 
18th  was  fixed  upon  for  a  meeting  with  the  Upper- 
Creeks,  to  prefent  them  with  a  red  flick,  and  to 
engage  them  in  the  war  againft  the  Englilh,  com¬ 
manded  all  his  warriors  to  be  ready  at  a  call, 
armed  with  their  hatchets,  and  painted  red,  fully 
relblved,  in  cafe  he  fhould  find  any  of  the  Creek 
headmen  difpofed  to  liften  to  that  propofal,  to 
attack  the  Cherokees,  Shawanefe  and  French¬ 
men,  that  came  upon  that  errand;  and  there  he 
publicly  declared,  “  That  before  an  Englifhman 
‘6  fhould  be  hurt,  he  and  every  one  of  his  war- 
“  riors  would  facrifice  their  lives  to  protedl  them.** 

Which  declaration  fo  effectually  wrought  upon  the 
Creek  head  men,  that  they  joined  with  the  Wolf 

their  hatchets,  and  knocked  them  all  on  the  head.  Thus 
hoftilities  were  commenced,  and  carried  on  by  both  parties  with 
the  utmoft  malignity  and  violence. 

c  Upon  which  occafion  the  allembly  of  Virginia  granted 
Soool.  for  railing  500  men,  and  tranfporting  them  to  New 
York,  and  to  pay  for  fervants  that  ihould  inlilt.  And  3000 1. 
tocloath  and  maintain  350  Cherokee  and  Catawba  Indians  in 
eur  fervice  ;  and  2000 1.  to  maintain  a  garrifon  in  the  Che¬ 
rokee  country. 

A  4  King 
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King  in  his  fentiments,  and  rejedled  and  threw 
the  red  flick  away •,  and  put  a  flop  to  the  intrigue? 
of  our  enemies  amongfl  the  Indians  on  the  fron¬ 
tiers  of  the  mod  fouthern  provinces. 

The  affair  at  Ofwego  did  not  only  difconcert 
our  operations  in  America,  this  year,  and  furnifh 
the  enemy  with  a  fpecious  argument  amongfl  the 
•  Indians  to  leffen  our  credit  and  intereft ;  but  it  was 
magnified  in  every  court  of  Europe,  and  pub¬ 
lished  in  Italian,  under  the  direction  of  the  French 
ambaffador  at  Naples,  with  fuch  circumflances, 
as  to  raife  an  opinion  of  his  country’s  fuperiority 
in  arms ;  to  imprefs  a  favourable  idea  of  his  ma¬ 
iler’s  power ;  to  fink  the  credit  of  the  Englifh 
courage,  and”  to  deter  the  Princes  and  States,  in 
that  part  of  the  world,  from  hearkening  to  any 
propofals  by  a  nation,  unable  to  defend  their  own 
fettlements  and  forts. 

On  the  fide  of  Nova  Scotia  all  things  remain¬ 
ed  quiet,  this  whole  year,  fince  the  defeat  of 
the  enemy  near  Chignedlo.  The  Litchfield 
and  Norwich,  50  gun  fhips,  belonging  to  Com¬ 
modore  Spry’s  fquadron  off  Louifbourg,  took 
.  the  Arc-en-Ciel,  a  French  fhip  of  50  guns,  and 
laden  with  518  men,  and  a  large  quantity  of  pro- 
vifions  and  flores,  for  the  garrifon  of  that  for- 
trefs.  Another  French  fhip,  thq  Amitie  of  goo 
tons,  with  70  foldiers  on  board,  and  200  barrels 
of  powder,  two  large  brafs  mortars,  a  number  of 
carriages  for  24  and  12  pounders,  and  other  mili¬ 
tary  flores  •,  and  a  large  fchooner  with  provifions 
for  St,  John’s  ifland,  were  taken  and  carried  into 

fjallifax; 
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Hallifax  harbour,  by  the  Centurion  and  Succefs.  ^  D. 

Commodore  Holmes,  cruifing  with  two  large  fhips  „  5 

.  .  Commo- 

and  a  couple  of  (loops  in  the  fame  latitude,  fell  in  dare 
with  two  French  fhips  of  the  line  and  four  frigates ;  ^n°/™cefs- 
but  could  do  no  more  than  oblige  them  to  fheer  off,  tul  enSaSc~ 

°  _  ment. 

after  an  obftinate  difpute  ;  not  being  flrong  enough 
to  take  them  •,  they  being  better  failing  fhips,  and 
had  a  fecure  port  to  flee  unto. 

The  French  account  of  this  engagement  fays,  French  ac- 
That  M.  Beaufier,  commander  of  the  fquadron, 
which  failed  laffc  April  with  land  forces  for  Canada, 
in  his  return,  with  the  Heros,  the  Illuftre,  and 
the  Le  Corne  and  Syrene  frigates,  to  Eouifbourg, 
difcovered  on  the  26th  of  July,  about  three 
leagues  fouth  of  that  port,  two  Englifh  fhips  and 
two  frigates,  who  kept  their  wind  as  much  as  they 
could  in  order  to  come  up  with  them.  Beaufier 
taking  advantage  of  a  gale,  which  fprung  up  from 
the  north,  bore  down  upon  the  Englifh,  who  haftily 
tacked,  in  order  to  ftand  off.  But  the  nature  of 
his  orders  obliging  him  to  land  provifions  at  Louif- 
bourg,  and  fearing  that  a  purfuit  would  carry  him 
to  leeward  of  the  port,  he  was  obliged  to  quit 
the  chafe  and  to  enter  the  harbour.  He  landed 
the  provifions  and  his  fick  men  with  the  utmoft 
expedition  j  and  next  morning,  by  five  o’clock, 
he  got  under  fail  in  queft  of  the  Englifh  cruifers ; 
and  about  noon  he  difcryed  the  two  fhips,  he  had 
given  chafe  to  the  day  before,  which  now  had 
but  one  frigate  in  company.  He  crouded  all  the 
fail  he  could  to  get  up  with  them :  and  they  did 
the  fame  to  get  off.  Captain  Breugnon  of  the 

Syrepe 
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Syrene  foon  came  up  with  the  Englifh  frigate,  and 
attacked  her  fo  brifldy,  that  fhe  fell  back  under 
the  cannon  of  the  men  of  war,  and  was  (heltered 
from  the  Syrene,  which  durft  not  follow.  How¬ 
ever  this  attack  gave  Beaufier  time  to  come  up 
with  the  two  Englifh  (hips,  one  of  74  and  the 
other  of  64  guns.  He  immediately  engaged  one 
of  them,  expecting  that  the  Uluftre,  which  was 
upon  his  quarter,  would  attack  the  other:  but  a 
calm  coming  on  in  that  inftant,  hindered  the  lat¬ 
ter  from  getting  up :  fo  that  Beaufier  had  both 
the  Englifh  fhips  upon  him,  and  the  engagement 
continued  very  warm  till  feven  o’clock  at  night ; 
when,  a  gale  of  wind  fpringing  up,  and  enabled 
the  Uluftre  to  make  fail,  the  Englifh  took  advan¬ 
tage  of  it  to  fheer  off:,  leaving  the  Pieros  fo  dis¬ 
abled  in  her  rigging  and  fails,  and  injured  in  her 
hull  and  mafts,  which  had  received  upwards  of 
200  fhot,  befides  thole  between  wind  and  water, 
that  fhe  could  not  purfue  them.  It  further  fays, 
That  he  l'pent  the  night  in  repairing  his  damages, 
in  hopes  of  another  brufh  with  the  enemy.  But 
next  morning,  the  28th,  he  found  them  at  fuch  a 
diftance,  as  gave  him  no  hopes  of  getting  up  to 
them,  and  therefore  returned  to  Louilbourg  with 
the  lofs  of  iS  men  killed  and  48  wounded. 

Commodore  Holmes  on  board  the  Grafton,  off 
Louifbourg,  in  a  letter  to  the  admiralty,  informing 
their  lordfhips  of  this  fame  aCtion,  faid.  That  hav¬ 
ing  difcovered  the  above  fhips  from  the  maft-head 
to  theN.E.  direCtly  to  windward,  the  Grafton,  the 
Nottingham,  Hornet  and  Jamaica  (loops,  gave 
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chafe  and  made  their  firft  board  to  the  fouth,  they 
fleering  diredly  for  us  till  within  two  leagues : 
that  the  Englilh  Ihips  then  tacked,  [not  to  ftand 
off,  but]  in  hopes  to  cut  the  French  off  from  their 
port ;  and  that  they  hauled  in  for  it.  That  his 
{hips  purfued  them,  and  brought  to,  about  a  league 
from  the  harbour,  where  they  were  come  to  an 
anchor,  about  half  an  hour  paft  one  at  noon. 
That  at  four  o’clock  he  made  fail  to  the  eaftward  ; 
and  at  dark  difpatched  the  Hornet  to  Hallifax 
for  fome  of  Captain  Spry’s  fhips  to  come  and  join 
him,  and  then  flood  on,  as  before,  till  three  o’clock, 
when  he  tacked  and  flood  in  for  the  land.  That 
feeing  four  French  men  of  war  come  out  of  the 
harbour  and  in  chafe  of  his  fhips,  about  eight  in 
the  morning,  he  flood  from  them  to  the  fouth  eaff, 
about  a  point  from  the  wind,  [not  to  get  off,  but] 
to  draw  them  from  the  harbour,  judging  from 
the  expedition  with  which  they  were  returned, 
that  they  were  full  of  men,  and  above  his  match. 
That  when  a  frigate  of  36  guns  fired  upon  the 
Jamaica  {loop,  fhe  returned  the  fire  and  rowed  at 
the  fame  time  up  to  the  Nottingham.  That  on 
the  men  of  war  firing  at  the  frigate,  fhe  hauled  her 
wind,  and  the  Jamaica  bore  away  to  the  fouth 
weft.  That  about  two  o’clock  the  Nottingham 
fired  her  ftern  chafe  at  the  French  commandant, 
which  he  returned  with  his  bow,  and  foon  after  the 
Grafton  fired  her  ftern  chafe  alfo.  That  find¬ 
ing  the  fhot  reached  each  other,  the  Grafton 
hauled  up  her  courfes,  bunted  her  main-fail,  and 
bore  down  upon  the  French  commodore,  being 
2  about 
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about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  him.  That  it 
fell  calm  at  the  beginning  of  the  engagement,  he 
being  on  the  Grafton’s  ftar -board  fide,  the  other 
large  French  fhip  a- Item  of  him,  and  the  Not¬ 
tingham  on  the  Grafton’s  lar-board  bow,  the  two 
frigates  a  mile  off,  and  the  Jamaica  floop  fome- 
what  more.  That  the  French  commodore,  find¬ 
ing  his  error  in  permitting  his  frigates  to  fheer  off 
fa  far,  made  fignals  for  them  to  rejoin  him,  as 
foon  as  the  wind  fprung  up ;  and  lcaft  they  fhould 
not  come  faft  enough  to  his  affiftance,  he  bore 
down  to  them,  and  was  followed  by  his  partner. 
That  at  feven  o’clock  the  French  fquadron  was  all 
clofe  together :  and  at  duflc  the  a&ion  ceafed,  they 
[not  the  Englifh]  lheering  off  to  the  fouthward, 
and  the  Englifh  fquadron  {landing  to  the  S.  S.  E. 
That  our  men  lay  at  their  quarters  all  night,  ex¬ 
pecting  to  renew  the  aftion  in  the  morning,  but 
were  difappointed  by  the  French  fhips  bearing 
away  N.  W.  by  W.  diflance  about  five  miles,  by 
day  light,  and  going  away  with  little  wind  at  E.  S. 
E.  right  before  it  for  the  harbour  of  Louifbourg. 
That  our  fhips  wore  and  flood  to  the  W.  but  that 
theirs  never  offered  to  look  at  ours.  That  they 
failing  better  than  our  fhips, ,  and  the  wind  frefh- 
ning,  and  the  weather  alfo  growing  hazy,  were  out 
of  fight  about  noon  :  that  their  chief  fire  was  at 
the  mails  and  rigging,  which  they  wounded  and 
cut  pretty  much  :  and  that  the  Grafton  had  fix 
men  killed  and  twenty-one  wounded. 

At  Hailifax  meafures  were  taken  by  the  gover¬ 
nor  to  fecure  that  city  and  harbour  from  any  fur^ 

pd?ea 
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prize,  by  erecting  three  new  forts  with  barracks  *,  A.  D. 
viz.  one  barrack  on  the  citadel  hill,  365  feet  long  ,/s6' 
and  35  wide,  of  two  ftories,  with  a  wall  inclofing 
the  hill  and  barrack,  and  well  mounted  with  can¬ 
non,  to  command  not  only  the  whole  town,  but 
as  far  as  a  cannon  ball  can  penetrate  into  the 
woods.  It  is  thought,  that,  when  complete, 

20,000  men  will  not  be  able  to  do  it  any  damage, 
the  hill  being  fo  fteep,  and  no  place  for  a  bomb 
battery  within  reach  of  it. — Another  barrack  and 
fort  on  the  Windmill  hill  about  half  a  mile  fouth- 
ward  of  the  firft,  and  of  fmaller  dimenfions. — 

And  a  third  on  the  north  fide  of  the  north-weft 
arm,  on  the  place  called  Pleafant  Point. 

If  we  return  to  inquire  into  the  ftate  and  tranf-  Affairs  of 
actions  of  Europe,  we  lhall  find  a  horrid  fcene 
of  war  opening  in  almoft  every  nation.  Even 
Spain,  with  all  the  profeflions  of  friendfhip  to* 
wards  Great  Britain,  was  augmenting  her  navy, 
from  the  fhattered  ftate  it  was  left  in  by  the  laft 
war,  to 


46  fhips  of  the  line,  carrying 

3142  guns  Spanifh 

22  frigates  —  - - 

568  navy< 

12  Xebecques  - - 

224 

2  Packet  boats  - 

36 

4  Bomb  vefiels  - 

32 

4  Fire  fhips  - - - 

24 

5  Galleys  - - — 

25 

95  veflels  4°5I  §uns 

A  fea  armament,  that  could  not  be  prepared  on  And  fafpi- 
any  other  pretence,  than  to  be  ready,  when  op-  co:' 

portunity 
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portunity  might  ferve,  to  join  with  the  enemies  of 
Great  Britain ;  and  not  without  great  fufpicion  d 
of  fome  immediate  attempt  by  the  united  ftrength 
of  France  and  Spain,  by  fea  and  land,  to  wreft 
from  the  Britifh  crown  the  fortrefs  of  Gibraltar. 

The  Spaniards  continued  their  depredations  in 
the  Weft  Indies.  Captain  Ebbats  in  a  (loop  be¬ 
longing  to  New  York,  as  he  turned  up  from  the 
bay  to  go  to  the  Mufquitos,  was  brought  to,  and 
boarded  by  a  Spanifti  guarda  cofta,  who  demand¬ 
ed  of  him  an  anchor  and  cable*  &c.  and  upon  the 
captain’s  refufal  to  comply  with  that  illicit  de¬ 
mand,  feized  his  (loop  and  carried  her  into  Port 
Maho.  And  the  crown  of  Spain  adopted  every 
meafure  to  drive  the  Englifh  entirely  out  of  their 
fettlements  in  Campeachy  and  Honduras. 

Yet  this  very  nation  put  on  the  utmoft  appear¬ 
ance  of  candour,  and  went  fo  far  as  to  offer  his 
moft  Catholic  Majefty’s  mediation  between  Great 
Britain  and  France  :  but  the  terms  e  were  of  fuch 
a  nature,  that  his  Britannic  Majefty  rejedted  them 
with  difdain.  Which  inftead  of  immediate  re- 
fentment,  produced  fuch  a  temper  in  the  Spanifh 
councils,  that  his  Catholic  Majefty  ratified  the 

i  Enhanced  by  the  recent  motions  of  the  national  forces 
in  Catalonia,  Valencia,  Sec.  and  the  deftination  of  the  men 
of  war,  &c.  from  Ferrol  to  a  port  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Gibraltar. 

c  It  was  faid,  that  fome  of  the  articles  propofed  that  Eng¬ 
land  (hould  cede  Gibraltar  to  the  French  and  have  Minorca 
reftored  :  and  that  France  fhould  exchange  Gibraltar  with 
Spain,  for  that  part  of  Hifpaniola  ngw  under  the  Spanifh 
crown. 

conven- 
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convention  for  fettling  the  commerce  and  naviga-  A.  D. 
tion  of  the  fubjeds  of  the  two  crowns  during  the  I7s6‘ 
prefent  war,  which  had  been  delayed  under  various  ncutralk/. 
frivolous  pretences. 

However,  their  difguft  and  partiality  could  not  Seek  a 
be  fmothered.  They  fnatched  at  every  circum- 
fiance,  that  fell  in  their  way,  to  ground  a  qua- 
rel  upon  with  the  Englifh,  continuing  their  ar¬ 
maments  both  for  fea  and  land  with  great  dili¬ 
gence.  And  obferving,  that  the  court  of  Lon¬ 
don  was  fcrupuloufly  cautious  not  to  furnifh  them 
with  any  pretences  of  complaint  in  Europe,  they 
revived  the  difpute  about  the  Englifh  right  to  cut 
logwood  in  the  Bay  of  Honduras,  not  by  way  of 
remonflrance  to  the  Britifh  court,  againft  the 
practices  of  our  traders  in  that  wood,  but  by  a  Refolu- 
letter  dated  14th  of  September  1756,  from  the  pr°J®  *°s  J 
governor  of  Meredith  to  the  commander  or  prin-  the  l°g- 
cipal  officer  of  the  Bay  of  Honduras,  fetting  forth, 

“  That  being  informed,  the  Englifh  had  e reded 
fortifications,  &c.  on  the  territories  of  his  moft 
Catholic  Majefty,  contrary  to  treaties  between  the 
court  of  Spain  and  that  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  fur¬ 
ther,  that  the  Englifh  were  arming  themfelves  in 
an  hoftile  manner,  to  make  the  poffeffions,  they 
had  indulged  them  with,  their  own  :  he  therefore 
ordered  them  to  depart  out  of  thofe  territories, 
and  to  deflroy  the  fortifications  ereded  thereon, 
under  the  peril  of  being  driven  out  from  thence 
by  force ;  unlefs  he  could  fhew  any  right  or  au¬ 
thority  they  had  from  the  court  of  Great  Britain 
for  fo  doing;  and  that  all  veffels  loaden  with  log¬ 
wood 
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wood,  taken  on  that  coaft,  ffiould  be  deemed  and 
condemned  to  be  lawful  prizes.” 

This  menacing  order  was  tranfmitted  to  Eng¬ 
land  ;  but  was  not  thought  of  fuch  moment,  as 
to  engage  the  miniftry  in  an  open  breach  with 
Spain  at  this  time  ;  and  the  logwoodmen  were  left 
to  the  mercy  of  the  Spaniards,  ffiould  they  not  be 
ftrong  enough  to  defend  themfelves  in  their  juft 
and  lawful  ancient  poffeffions. 

Not  fucceeding  by  this  fcheme  to  provoke  the 
pacific  temper  of  the  Britifh  miniftry,  there  fell  in 
their  way  two  accidents  at  home,  which  they  ma¬ 
naged  with  great  dexterity  and  opennefs  to  con¬ 
vince  us  of  their  partiality  towards  the  French, 
and  to  draw  from  us  a  refentment  Efficient  to 
juftify  a  declaration  of  war. 

The  firft  of  thefe  was  an  affair,  that  happened 
in  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar.  A  French  privateer  had 
carried  an  Engliffi  veffel  under  the  guns  of  Al- 
F  geziers,  a  Spaniffi  fort  near  Gibraltar,  which 
had  been  taken  and  brought  thither  from  the 
coaft  of  France.  Admiral  Hawke,  then  ridino- 
with  his  fquadron  in  the  bay,  and  Lord  Tyraw- 
ley,  governor  of  Gibraltar,  fent  to  the  governor 
of  the  Spaniffi  fortrefs  at  Algeziers,  in  the  mod 
polite  manner  and  terms,  to  demand  the  refiitu- 
tion  of  the  ffiip  in  queftion,  that  bay  being  within 
the  command  of  the  Engliffi  garrifon.  This  mef- 
fage  was  accompanied  with  a  number  of  armed 
£h allops  or  men  of  war’s  boats,  to  board  the  faid 
ffiip,  and  to  bring  her  away,  at  all  events.  But 
the  commandant  of  Algeziers  received  this  de¬ 
mand 
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mand  with  a  haughtinefs,  that  indicated  a  deter-  A.  D. 
mined  partiality  to  the  Frenchman,  and  not  with-  1 
out  threats,  in  cafe  our  boats  dared  to  attempt  to 
board  the  prize.  However,  no  menaces  were  fuf- 
ficient  to  deter  the  Englifh  tars  from  executing 
their  orders;  and  being  peremptorily  denied  the 
juftice  demanded,  they  drew  near  the  Ihore,  and 
made  proper  difpofitions  for  feizing  the  vefiel. 

Bur,  though  they,  in  every  other  circumftance, 
paid  all  the  deference  requifite  towards  the  Spa- 
nifh  fortrefs,  the  Commander  thereof  fired  upon 
them,  as  if  they  had  been  enemies,  coming  to 
attack  or  to  hefiege  him.  By  which  one  hundred 
and  fifty  Englifh  were  killed  and  wounded.  Ne- 
verthelels  the  fitilors  carried  their  point;  cut  the 
vefiel  out,  and  carried  her  off  to  Gibraltar. 

Such  treatment  extorted  afevere  reprimand  from  Relented 
Lord  Tyrawley  and  Admiral  Hawke,  who,  by  Hawk^nd 
letter  to  the  Commandant  of  Algeziers,  faid,  LordTy- 

.  .....  D  rawley. 

“  that  his  behaviour  was  contrary  to  the  rules 
“  of  neutrality,  decency  and  good  neighbourhood : 

“  That  he  fhould  anfwer  for  it  before  his  Sove¬ 
reign  :  and  that  whatever  application  or  ex- 
tention  one  might  pretend  to  give  to  the  neutrali¬ 
ty  of  a  ftate,  the  protedting  of  pyrates  againft  the 
fubjedts  of  a  nation,  with  whom  one  is  linked  in 
tc  friendfhip  by  treaties,  was  in  no  cafe  allowed.” 

The  Commandant  juftified  himfelf  from  prece-  Spaniih 
dents,  which  he  urged,  of  captures  made  by  the 
French  on  former  occafions,  and  brought  into  aftion. 
that  place  under  the  protedtion  of  the  guns  of  the 
Spanifh  fortrefs;  and  that  he  had  done,  in  this 
Vol.  II.  B  cafe, 
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cafe,  no  more  than  his  duty  required  him  to  do. 
He  alfo  difpatched  a  courier  to  the  court  of  Ma¬ 
drid,  with  the  particulars  of  this  tranfa&ion,  and 
with  his  complaint  of  the  violation  of  treaties  and 
the  law  of  nations  by  the  Englifh  failors,  in  cut- 
ing  and  forcibly  taking  away  the  fhip  from  under 
the  guns  of  his  fortrefs. 

The  court  of  Spain  took  this  affair  up  in  a  very 
high  ftrain  ;  they  approved  of  their  commandant’s 
conduft  j  faid  it  was  inconfiftent  with  the  pacific 
profeffions  of  the  court  of  London  •,  and  that  they 
would  not  fuffer  fuch  a  violation  of  their  rights  and 
of  the  honour  of  their  country  to  pafs  unrefented. 
To  which  our  Ambaffador,  Sir  Benjamin  Keene, 
replied  with  fuch  moderation,  as  convinced  them, 
that  any  fatisfa&ion  would  be  granted,  rather 
than  to  proceed  to  an  open  rupture.  He  admitted 
the  cuftom  of  carrying  Englifh  prizes,  made  by 
the  French  into  Algeziers :  but  added,  That  the 
lea-officers  at  Gibraltar  had  long  obferved  it  with 
great  vexation  •,  that  this  was  the  cafe  complained 
of :  that  he  waited  for  more  precife  informations ; 
though  what  he  had  already  received  was  fufficient 
to  prove  that  hoflilities  were  commenced  by  the 
Spaniffi  Commandant ;  and  that,  as  for  the  reft, 
the  uprightnefs,  with  which  his  Britannic  Majefly 
was  accuftomed  to  behave,  towards  powers  in 
friendffiip  and  alliance  with  his  crown,  left  no 
room  to  doubt,  but  that  he  would  give  freffi 
proofs  of  his  care  and  attention  to  preferve  the 
good  undemanding  between  the  two  nations. 


While 
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While  the  nation  was  alarmed  at  this  incident ;  A.  D. 
and  the  miniftry  were  perplexed,  how  to  (leer  17 561 
between  the  imputation  of  weaknefs  and  timidity* 
for  not  refenting  the  indignity  offered  to  the  Bri- 
tifh  dag,  in  a  proper  manner,  and  the  not  afiert- 
ing  our  right  to  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar,  againft  its 
being  made  a  receptacle  and  place  of  retreat  for 
the  French  in  time  of  war ;  and  the  danger  of  fur- 
nifhing  the  Spaniards  with  an  opportunity  to  throw 
the  blame  of  an  open  rupture  between  the  two 
crowns,  upon  England;  another  accident  hap- The  cafe  of 
pened,  which,  by  its  greater  importance,  fmothered  gallon  * 
the  complaints  about  Algeziei  'and  difcovered  pnyfeer 
more  publickly  the  defires  of  the  Spanifh  conn-  prize, 
cils  to  break  with  Great  Britain.  Which  had,  for 
a  little  while,  been  fufpended,  by  an  alteration  in 
the  Englifh  miniftry. 

This  was  the  cafe  of  the  Antigallican  private 
fhip  of  war,  and  her  prize,  driven  into  the  port 
of  Cadiz  by  ftrefs  of  weather  or  contrary  winds. 

The  Antigallican  privateer,  of  thirty  carriage  and  Herfofcei 
fixteen  fwivel  guns,  and  carrying  208  men,  fitted 
cut  at  the  expence  of  10,453  b  by  private  adven¬ 
turers,  in  the  port  of  London,  and  commanded  by 
Captain  William  Fofter,  late  a  lieutenant  in  his 
Majefty’s  fervice,  had  the  fortune  to  difcover  f  a 
French  Eaft  Indiaman  (named  the  Duke  of  Pen- 
thievre,  commanded  by  Captain  Vftlaneuve,  a  very- 
large  and  rich  fhip  of  1000  tons,  and  mounting 
fifty  guns)  about  feven  leagues  off  Ferrol,  a  Spa-  Her  prize 

where 

{  On  the  z6ch  of  December,  1756.  taken,  . 
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nifh  port:  in  the  Bay  of  Bifcay,  early  in  the  morn¬ 
ing.  The  French  aboard  the  Penthievre  trufting 
in  their  own  ftrength,  bore  down,  with  the  wind 
in  their  favour,  which  was  then  at  fouth  fouth-eaft, 
and  blew  from  the  land  •,  and  about  twelve  at 
noon,  being  about  four  leagues  and  half  from 
the  neareft  fhore,  fired  a  gun  to  bring  the  An- 
tigallican  to,  then  failing. under  Spanilh  colours ; 
and  upon  hoifting  Englifh  colours,  the  Pen¬ 
thievre  fired  a  broad-fide  immediately,  and  half 
another,  before  the  Antigallican  fired  a  gun,  or 
made  any  fign  of  hoftility,  except  difplaying  her 
colours  •,  by  which  feveral  on  board  the  Antigal¬ 
lican  were  wounded  and  killed.  I  he  Antigallican 
having  returned  the  fire,  a  clofe  engagement  con¬ 
tinued  between  both  fhips,  as  they  went  before 
the  wind,  with  all  the  fail  they  could  make  from 
the  land,  for  about  three  hours  ;  when  the  French 
captain,  and  twelve  of  his  men  being  killed  •,  and 
the  fecond  captain  fhot  thro’  the  fhoulder,  and  fe- 
ven-and- twenty  more  were  wounded,  the  Pen¬ 
thievre  ftruck,  and  fubmitted  to  be  boarded  by 
the  Antigallicans ;  then  diftant  about  five  leagues 
and  a  half  from  the  light-houfe  at  Corrunna. 

The  captors  would  have  carried  this  rich  prize 
to  Lifbon,  as  the  bell  market  for  her  cargo  :  but 
meeting  with  contrary  winds,  which  kept  them 
beating  the  feas  in  that  difagreeable  fituation,  off 
the  mouth  of  the  Tagus  for  feveral  days ;  and  af¬ 
terwards  finding  it  impracticable  s  to  bear  up 

againft 

s  Captain  Fofcer,  in  his  journal,  relates.  That  upon  the 
iixth  of  January  1757,  he  was  got  within  the  mouth  «f  the 

harbour 
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againft  the  wind  and  the  current  into  the  Bay  of 
Gibraltar,  it  was  refolved,  with  the  advice  of  the 
officers,  to  carry  the  prize  with  them  into  the  port 
of  Cadiz,  not  doubting  of  proteflion  from  a 
neutral  nation,  in  alliance  or  friendfhip  with  Great 
Britain.' 

When,  to  their  great  furprize,  after  taking  ffiel- 
ter  in  this  port,  and  the  officers  belonging  to  the 
Indiaman  had  been  examined  upon  oath,  in  regard 
to  the  validity  of  the  capture,  by  the  conful, 
vice-conful  and  his  clerk  ;  in  which  depofitions, 
wrote  by  themfelves,  and  in  the  French  language, 
they,  amongft  other  things,  voluntarily  declared, 
“  That  they  bore  down  upon  the  Antigallican 
with  a  refolution  to  take  her,  as  they  imagined 
fhe  was  an  Engliffi  fhip  •,  and  made  no  doubt  but 
that  ffie  would  fall  a  very  eafy  prize,  becaufe  ffie 
was  fo  much  inferior  in  fize  and  burden  to  the 
Penthievre  ;  and  that  their  ffiip  was  fairly  taken, 
and  they  were  lawful  prifoners  of  war ;  nor  did 
they  imagine,  that  the  legality  of  the  prize  would 

harbour  for  Litton  ;  when  a  flrong  gale  coming  on,  fplit  the 
prize’s  main-top-fail,  and  drove  her  out  to  fea,  which  made 
it  neceffary  for  his  fhip  to  follow  her  out,  and  to  fend  a  boat 
on  board  her  with  fmall  fails.  That  they,  from  that  time, 
beat  to  windward,  till  the  2zd,  endeavouring  to  make  Lilhon, 
but  could  not :  that  he  then  refolved  to  bear  away  for  Cadiz, 
it  being  the  firlt  port  they  could  make,  in  their  great  diflrefs, 
the  prize  not  fleering,  her  fails  all  in  pieces,  both  lhips  fo 
leaky,  that  the  pumps  were  alrnofl  conftandy  going,  bread 
almofl  expended,  not  above  ten  days  provifions  left ;  and  be 
had  advice  from  the  St.  Alban’s  man  of  war,  that  there  were 
five  fail  of  French  men  of  war  cruizing  upon  the  coaft. 
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A.  D.  ever  be  oppofed  or  contefted  ;  or  that  the  neutra- 
17 5  *  lity  of  the  Spanifh  crown  was  at  all  offended  at  this 
engagement  yet  orders  were  fent  from  the  court 
of  Spain  to  the  governor  of  Cadiz,  to  detain  both 
fhips,  the  privateer  and  the  Duke  de  Penthievre, 
and  their  contents ;  upon  a  remonftrance  from  the 
commandant- general  of  Galicia,  and  the  French 
conful  complaining,  that  Captain  Fofter  had  at¬ 
tacked  and  taken  the  faid  prize,  contrary  to  the 
laws  of  nations  and  neutrality,  within  'the  limits 
of  a  Spanifh  fort;  and  praying  that  his  Catholic 
Majefty  would  demand  reftitution  thereof,  and  fa- 
tisfaflion  for  fo  grofs  and  national  infult. 

Why.  While  the  Antigallican  had  been  beating  the 

feas,  this  application,  fupported  by  the  captain  - 
and  pilot  of  the  port  of  Corrunna,  and  fuch  other 
witneffes,  as  the  French  faflion  could  eafily  pick 
up  to  fwear  any  thing  again  ft  the  Englifh,  was 
greedily  efpoufed  by  the  Spanifh  miniftry,  who, 
without  waiting  for  the  lights,  which  were  necef- 
fary  to  determine  jufru-  on  this  affair,  proceeded 
directly  againft  the  capture,  in  a  council  of  war, 
and  upon  the  firft  advice  of  its  lying  at  Cadiz, 
the  Spanifh  minifters,  with  the  King’s  knowledge, 
i fl'ued  orders  to  flop  both  the  Antigallican  and  her 
prize,  before  the  council  had  gone  through  the 
examination  of  the  complainants,  or  fo  much  as 
fummoned  the  captors  to  make  their  defence. 
Protefted  In  puriuance  of  this  order  the  governor  of  Ca- 
sgairat.  diz,  on  the  19th  of  February,  fent  for  the  Eng- 
Jifh  conful,  and  told  him,  that  he  was  obliged  to 
fend  troops  on  beard  the  prize  to  detain  her.  Mr. 

Gold- 


23 


the  LATE  WAR. 

Goldfworthy,  the  conful,  who  throughout  this  ^D. 
whole  affair  a£led  with  wifdom  and  firmnefs,  pro- 
tefted  againfl  it  in  the  ftrongeft  manner,  as  con¬ 
trary  to  treaties,  and  open  violation  of  the  laws 
of  nations.  Neverthelefs,  the  governor  ordered 
all  the  artillery  on  the  walls  to  be  loaded,  gun¬ 
ners  to  attend  with  lighted  match  ;  fix  companies 
of  grenadiers  to  be  ready,  with  nineteen  rounds 
of  fhot ;  and  two  companies  to  board  and  take  Forcibly 
poffeffion  of  the  prize,  who  immediately  feized  oncn 
the  arms,  magazines,  &c.  in  the  fhip :  he  ordered 
two  companies  alfo  to  the  forts,  and  two  more  on 
board  the  Antigallican,  which  by  Admiral  No- 
varro’s  permifTion  was  refitting  in  the  King’s 
Dock,  and  laid  like  a  hulk,  with  its  marts,  fails, 
arms,  guns,  &c.  in  the  King’s  ware-houfe.  But 
at  laft,  confcious  of  the  illegality  of  fuch  a  pro¬ 
ceeding,  which  alarmed  the  wThole  city,  the  Go¬ 
vernor,  in  the  evening  of  the  fame  da),  with¬ 
drew  the  troops  from  the  fliips ;  who  not  willing  Plundered 
to  go  empty-handed,  broke  open  feveral  cherts,  °U 
carried,  away  every  thing  they  could  find  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  officers  and  crew,  and  the  very  beef, 
that  was  drefnng  for  dinner. 

At  length  the  council  of  war,  on  the  allega-  o  rdered  to 
tions  of  one  party  only,  having  come  to  this  lefo-  ed  to  the 
lution,  “  That  the  violation  of  his  Majefty’s  Fl'ench- 
“  territory,  and  the  infult  offered  to  it  by  the  pri- 
“  vateer  being  fully  and  clearly  proved,  the  pri- 
“  vateer  ought  to  be  ftopt,  the  captain 'pumfhed, 

“  and  the  pretended  prize  reftored  to  its  lawful 
“  owners  the  French the  governor  acquainted 

B  4  our 
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our  con ful,  t h 3.t  ne  had  orocis  to  deliver  the  prize 
up  to  the  French  conful.  Upon  which  Captain 
Fofter  offered  to  depofit  the  prize  in  his,.  the  go- 
vernor  s  hands,  till  he  fhould  obtain  a  hearing  at 
court  in  his  own  defence.  The  governor  abfo- 
iutely  rejected  this  expedient,  and  faid  he  would 
inftantly  deliver  the  prize  to  the  French  conful. 
And  the  captain  as  refolutely  declared,  that  the 
Englifh  colours  then  flying  on  board  the  prize, 
fnould  never  be  {truck  without  force.  Then  the 
conlul  and  Captain  Fofter  entering  their  protefts 
again  it  all  the  prejudices  refulting  from  this  arbi¬ 
trary  way  of  proceeding,  obtained  by  perjury  and 
a  denial  of  juftice  from  the  court  of  Spain,  which 
Sir  Benjamin  Keene  faid,  “  was  fo  irregular,  un- 
“  reafonable,  and  unprecedented,  that  would 
“  neither  bear  light  nor  j  unification,”  the  cap¬ 
tain  withdrew  and  went  on  board. 

This  refolution  ftaggered  the  governor  for  a- 
while.  But  after  confulting  the  admiral,  who 
prudently  refuled  to  advife  about  the  execution  of 
orders,  in  which  he  was  not  concerned,  he  de¬ 
manded  in  the  King’s  name  the  America  of  60 
guns,  and  a  frigate  of  36  guns,  to  aid  and  aflift 
him  in  the  execution  of  the  King’s  orders.  With 
this  the  Governor  committed  the  moft  fhameful 
and  cruel  act  of  hoftility,  that  has  been  heard  of 
among  civilized  nations.  He  ftationed  them  within 
fifty  yards  of  the  Penthievre,  and  though  Captain 
Fofter  offered  to  receive  thirty  or  forty  Spanifh 
foldiers  on  board,  and  faid  he  would  rather  die 
under  his  colours,  than  ftrike  them  5  becaufe  he 

could 
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could  follow  no  orders,  but  what  he  received  from  A- 
his  Britannick  Majefty  or  the  Britifh  high  court  of 
admiralty  •,  they  began  to  fire  upon  her,  and  fo 
continued  for  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  though  the  Anti~ 

gallican 

they  met  with  no  manner  or  refinance,  They  prize, 
fcon  (hot  away  the  enfign  flying  on  board  the 
prize,  and  then  Captain  Fofter  finding  that  it  was 
determined  to  fink  him,  fent  a  man  to  ftrike  the 
pendant,  who  was  killed  by  the  Spaniards  in  the 
very  ad.  They  after  this  kept  up  their  fire,  half 
an  hour  longer,  for  their  own  diverfion,  and  fired 
in  all  200  round,  grape  and  double- headed  fhor, 
into  the  Penthievre,  as  fire  lay  expofed  to  their 
cruelty,  without  firing  a  Angle  gun :  by  which  one  One  Eng- 
Englifh  fubjed  was  killed  and  feven  wounded.  kiJiecfand 

When  they  ceafed  firing,  the  commodore  ordered  feven  ,  , 

J  °  .  wounded. 

Captain  Fofter  on  board  his  fhip,  told  him  he 
was  no  prifoner,  and  fent  him  afhore :  and  Cap¬ 
tain  Fofter,  with  the  conful,  waited  on  the  go¬ 
vernor,  and  afking  whether  he  had  any  commands 
for  him,  was  anfwered  in  the  negative.  Yet  next  captain 
morning,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  nations,  which  ^ofter  , 

^  dragged 

makes  a  conful’s  houfe  a  fandtuary  for  protection,  out  of  the 
the  governor’s  adjutant  took  Captain  Fofter  by  houf^to 
violence  out  of  the  Englifh  con  ful’s  houfe,  and  Pnfon- 
conducted  him  prifoner  to  the  caftle  of  St.  Catha¬ 
rine.  As  for  his  men,  they  were  treated  with  the  Thefailors 
greateft  injuftice,  fome  of  them  knocked  down  beaten^and 
with  the  butt-end  of  mufketts  by  the  foldiers  fent  ^ t0  P“* 
to  take  pofieffion  of  the  Penthievre,  denied  the 
liberty  to  carry  their  own  neceflary  cloaths  with 
them,  forced  out  of  the  fhip,  when  a  boat  could 

fcarce 
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fcarce  be  fuppofed  to  reach  the  fhore,  in  danger¬ 
ous  weather  ;  ftripped  of  their  cloaths  and  robbed 
of  all  their  money  by  their  very  guards,  as  foon 
as  they  landed,  and  then  were  conducted  almoft 
naked,  as  prifoners  to  the  fame  caftle  of  St.  Ca¬ 
tharine  ;  where  they  had  nothing  to  lie  on,  but 
the  bare  ftones,  in  a  clofe  dungeon,  without  air 
fufficient  to  breathe,  or  fpace  to  extend  their  bodies 
without  lying  upon  one  another.  A  prifon  which, 
though  horrible  in  itfelf!  was  rendered  more 
miferable  to  thofe  unhappy  men,  as  they  had  not 
room  for  the  common  offices  of  nature,  nor  an 
allowance  of  any  thing  to  eat  or  drink,  no,  not 
fo  much  as  bread  and  water.  So  that  they,  treated 
worfe  than  felons,  mull  have  inevitably  perifhed, 
had  not  the  Engliffi  conful  fupplied  them  with 
proviftons,  till  releafed  on  the  fifth  of  March  by 
an  order  from  Madrid.  Of  which  tranfaftion 
the  Engliffi  conful  at  Cadiz  informed  Sir  Benjamin 
Keene,  by  letter,  “  That  he  was  in  the  greateft 
“  confternation  imaginable  ;  becaufe,  fays  the 
“  conful,  I  have  feen  the  flag  of  my  royal  mafter 
“  infulted  ;  our  nation  degraded,  our  treaties  vio- 
“  lated  •,  the  luftre  of  our  fovereign’s  crown  tar- 
“  niffied  and  defpifed,  and  my  hcufe  invaded  ; 
“  and  as  there  is  no  minifter  here  of  greater  dig- 
“  nity  than  myfelf,  I  confider  the  affront  and  in- 
“  fult  done  and  offered  to  my  perfon,  as  an 
“  indignity  on  the  facred  perlon  of  my  royal 
“  mafter.” 

After  this  conducl  of  the  governor,  cenfured 
by  the  Spaniards  themfelves,  who  faw  it  to  be 

unjufr, 


n 
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unjuft,  cruel  and  inhofpitable,  the  men  at  court 
fcrupled  not  to  ad  openly  with  fo  much  partia¬ 
lity,  in  favour  of  the  French,  and  in  prejudice  of  Ju!^scon* 
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his  Majefty’s  fubjeds,  as  to  be  thought  a  difgrace  ful'ed  by. 
to  all  national  juftice.  They  made  it  evident,  people!"1^ 
That  they  were  fore-determined  to  force  the  prize  ^,ce  de* 


at 


from  the  captors,  and  to  reftore  her  to  the  French.  court,  to 
They  were  refolved  to  give  an  abfolute  denial  to  lifhf"2" 


every  equitable  application  in  behalf  of  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty’s  fubjeds  •,  and  they  even,  contrary 
to  their  own  form  of  law  and  courfe  of  juftice,  re- 
fufed  to  produce  the  documents,  upon  which  they 
founded  their  authority.  So  that,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  great  pains  taken  by  the  captors ;  their 
friends,  the  confuls  at  Cadiz,  and  other  places, 
and  of  our  ambafiador,  Sir  Benjamin  Keene,  to 
obtain  a  fair  and  equitable  trial,  conformable  to  the 
laws  of  nations,  and  to  the  method  of  proceeding 
in  Spain  itfelf,  in  iuch  cafes,  this  common  juftice 
was  denied  ;  an  unlawful  and  unprecedented  court, 
that  refufed  the  captors  time,  and  difcouraged 


the  means  for  making  their  defence,  and  fub- 


orned  witnefles,  even  men,  that  had  voluntarily 
depofed  the  contrary  facfts,  was  eredted,  and  by 
this  unlawful  and  unprecedented  authority  the  Pen-  The  Pen- 


thievre  was  decreed  and  delivered  up  to  the  French.  {j^!erj  de' 


Of  which  event  we  meet  with  the  following  lively  t0  tbe 

&  '  French* 

defcription,  in  a  letter  from  the  Britifh  conful  at 
Madrid,  to  the  Englifh  conful  at  Cadiz,  dated 
5th  Auguft,  1757.  “  Sir,  fays  he,  the  completion 
“  iniquity  has  at  laft  taken  place-,  and  our 
K  enemies  have  triumphed  over  law,  honour  and 

**  eauitv. 


Up 
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■f_'  **  equity.  The  Penthievre  is  reftored  to  the 

“  French,  without  communicating  that  refolution 
“  of  his  Catholic  Majefty,  as  it  ought  to  have 
“  been,  to  his  Britannic  Majefty’s  ambaffador.” 
But  why  fhould  we  be  furprized  at  any  thing  here 
related,  when  it  is  certain,  from  the  confefiion  of 
the  French  ambaffador  at  the  court  of  Spain, 
“  That  this  had  not  been  treated  as  a  private  af- 
“  fair,  but  a  matter  in  correfpondence  between 
“  his  Catholic  Majefty  and  the  French  Monarch.” 

Why  ?  Who,  moft  certainly  laid  hold  of  this  incident  to 
provoke  the  Englifh  to  feek  for  fatisfadlion  by 
way  of  arms,  and  to  prevail  with  Spain  to  join 
with  France  againft  Gre’t  Britain,  with  promifes 
of  mutual  fupport  anci  interc-ft  in  their  fuccefs  ; 
which  at  this  time  was  not  doubted  by  our  ene¬ 
mies  ;  while  our  national  affairs  were,  as  they 
thought,  under  the  management  of  a  timid  or 
unfettled  adminiftration. 

Mr.  Pitt  However,  this  indignity  and  injufticedid  not  work 

the urt  with  the  effect  propofed  by  the  houfe  of  Bourbon. 

°f  Spam  The  Rjo-ht  Hon.  Mr.  Pitt  was  called  by  his  Sove- 

about  this  °  or-  -  J 

affair.  reign  to  the  poft  of  lecretary  of  ftate,  about  the  time 
this  capture  was  made ;  and  tho’  his  power  in  the  ad¬ 
miniftration  was  fo  circumfcribed  by  the  majority  of 
the  old  miniftry,  whofe  fears  too  frequently  got  the 
better  of  their  reafon,that  he  could  do  no  more  than 
intercede  with  his  royal  mafter  for  permiffion  to 
write  to  the  court  of  Spain  ;  he  performed  this 
in  fuch  ftrong  terms,  to  require  juftice  to  be 
done  the  captors,  and  to  obtain  reftitution  of 
their  lawful  prize  •,  that  this  letter  feemed  to  carry 

with 
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with  it  fo  much  weight,  at  this  junfture  of  time,  A.  D. 
that  Sir  Benjamin  Keene  thought  the  prize  would  175^‘ 
be  fo  ealily  obtained,  that  he  fent  an  exprefs  to  Its  effe<S° 
Mr.  Secretary  Pitt,  whereby  he  acquainted  him, 

“  That  on  prefenting  a  itrong  memorial  to  his 
“  Catholic  Majerty,  he  had  obtained  an  order  for 
“  the  prize  to  be  re-delivered  to  bis  Majefty’s  of* 

“  ficers  *,  and  all  the  hatches  to  be  kept  fealed, 

“  under  a  proper  guard  :  and  that  he  hoped  the 
“  prize  would  be  reftored  to  Captain  Fofter  in  a 
“  few  days  ;  as  the  depofitions  of  the  French  of- 
<c  ficers  were  fo  ftrong,  that  the  French  could 
“  not  have  any  thing  to  fay,  that  could  prevent 
“  her  being  deemed  a  juft  and  lawful  prize.” 

But  all  this  expectation  vanished,  upon  the  firft  ^ow  al- 
intimation  of  that  oppofition  in  the  Britifh  cabi-  ^“dp^en 
net,  which  on  the  fifth  of  April  h  delivered  the  was  tinned 
Spanifb  miniftry  from  the  terror,  which  Pitt’s  °uU 
very  name  carried  in  all  his  difpatches,  in  the 
caufe  of  juftice,  for  the  dignity  of  the  crown  and 
the  intereft  of  his  country.  And  during  the  inter¬ 
val  before  that  right  honourable  perfon  was  re-in- 
ftated,  the  Antigallican  captors  were  treated  in 
the  manner  above-related,  and  totally  deprived  of 
their  property. 

Thus  flood  our  fituation  with  Spain ;  which,  oUr  fitua- 
under  the  facred  character  of  a  mediator,  and  of  g°"A[ltil 
a  ftridt  neutrality,  was  publickly  proftituting 

h  The  day  on  which  the  Right  Hon.  William  Pitt,  Efq; 
by  his  Majefty’s  command,  firft  refigned  the  feals  of  fecretary 
of  ftate  for  the  fouthern  department. 


juftice 
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juftice  and  the  laws  of  nations,  in  favour  of  our 
enemies,  infulting  the  Britifh  flag,  robbing  Britifh 
fubjedts  of  their  property,  and  depriving  them 
of  their  liberty  in  the  mod  arbitrary,  cruel  and 
hoftile  manner,  and  with  the  utmoft  diligence 
making  preparations  by  fea  and  land  for  an  open 
rupture. 

France,  on  her  part,  fluflied  with  the  fuccefs 
of  every  fcheme  Are  had  laid  to  deceive,  and  to 
diftrefs.  Great  Britain,  ftrikes  every  nail,  that 
feemed  to  drive,  and  to  extend  their  plan  of  ope¬ 
rations.  The  French  miniftry,  convinced  that 
the  completion  of  their  advantages,  and  dominion 
in  North  America,  depended  chiefly  on  meafures, 
either,  to  difpute  the  fovereignty  of  the  feas  with 
the  miftrefs  of  the  ocean  ;  without  which  it  would 
be  impoflible  for  them  to  fupply  their  armies  in 
the  new  world  with  effedtual  fuccours,  to  protect 
their  own  fettlements,  and  to  extend  their  con- 
quefts;  or,  to  drawr  Great  Britain  into  a  continental 
war,  by  which  the  national  treafure,  that  might 
be  required  for  a  naval  and  American  war,  fhould 
be  diflipated  and  exhaufted  ;  fo  as  to  weaken  the 
Britifh  power  by  fea,  and  to  divert  her  attention 
from  a  vigorous  purfuit  of  the  principal  objedt, 
for  which  this  nation  took  up  arms;  or,  to  de- 
vife  fome  improvement  to  their  long-pradtifed 
fcheme  to  make  us  weary  of  the  war,  by  en¬ 
gaging  our  miniftry  to  maintain  a  prodigious  na¬ 
vy  in  commiflion  an  i  fit  for  fervice,  inactive  and 
locked  up  in  our  harbours,  and  to  pay  large  fub- 
fidies  and  numerous  land  forces  in  a  fituation, 

that 
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that  could  only  ferve  to  increafe  our  load  of  taxes,  A.  D. 
and  the  already  prodigious  national  debt ;  which 
would  fill  the  people  with  dilcontent,  and  oblige 
them,  fooner  or  later,  to  fubmit  to  an  inglorious 
peace;  their  firft  care  was  to  throw  the  weight  of  Attention 
their  ftrength  into  their  naval  department :  and 
many  attempts  were  made  to  keep  the  fea  open, 
for  the  purpofes  of  prote&ing  their  trade  and 
iflands  from  infult;  of  tranfporting  foldiers  and 
the  neceflaries  of  war  to  North  America;  of  in¬ 
terrupting  our  navigation  and  commerce ;  of  de¬ 
feating  our  meafures  for  the  fupport  of  North 
America,  and  of  threatning  the  Britifh  ifies  them- 
felves  with  invafion  and  conqueft. 

Their  efforts  by  fea  were  made  with  vigour  and  Their  na- 
great  propriety.  A  navy  was  preparing,  with  the  w  Tm- 
utmofi:  diligence,  to  contend  with  ours ;  while  the  Ployed‘ 
court  propofed  to  ruin  our  trade,  and  to  interrupt 
our  navigation,  by  the  extraordinary  encourage¬ 
ment  they  gave  to  private  fhips  of  war. 

Within  a  few  weeks  after  the  declaration  of  war 
at  Paris,  the  world  was  prefented  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  ftate  of  the  French  marine,  publifhed  by  au¬ 
thority. 


Mr.  Perrier  de  Salver  ds  Squadron. 

Ships.  Captains. 

Le  Courageux  Perrier 

Le  Prothee  - - 

L’Amphion  - 

L’Aigle  _ 

Le  Fleur  de  Lvs  - — 

L’Emeraude  *  — — — — 


Guns. 

74 

64 

5° 

50 

30 
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At  Brefl. 

Ships.  Captains.  Gi 

Le  Comete  •  — — 

L’Amethifte  — — - . 

La  Blonde  ■■  ■■ 

Le  Brune  - - 

Le  Zephyr  ■  ■■ 

L’Hermoine  . — ■  — 

La  Valeu  ■  — 

La  Fidele  ■ 

La  Friponne  ■  ■ 

M.  De  La  G  alijflonere' s  fleet. 


Le  Foudroiant 

D.  L.  Galiflionere 

80 

Le  Temeraire 

Glandeves,  Chief  d’Efc. 

74 

La  Couronne 

La  Clu,  Chief  d’Efe. 

74 

Le  Redoubtable 

Beaumont 

74 

Le  Guerrier 

La  Brofle 

74 

Le  Content 

Sabran 

64 

Le  Triton 

Mercier 

64 

Le  Sage 

Du  ruen 

64 

Le  Lion 

St.  Agnan 

64 

L’Orphee 

Raimondis 

64 

Le  Fier 

D’Herville 

5° 

L’Hipopotame 

Rochemaure 

5° 

La  Junon 

Beaufier 

46 

La  Rofe 

La  Pleide 

Coftebelle 

2  6 

La  Gracieufe 

Marquizan 

24 

La  Nimphe 

Callian 

24 

La  Topaze 

Carne 

24 

The  Marquis  de  Conflans' s  fquadron. 
Le  Soliel  The  Marquis 

Due  de  Bourgogne  - 

Le  Tonnant  — - — «— • 

Le  Superbe  . . — - 

Le  Defenfeur  - - - 

Le  Dauphin  Royal  ■  ■ 


Ships. 

Le  Jufte 
Le  Hardi 
Le  Bienfaifant 
Le  Sphinx 
L’Inflexible 
L’Eveille 
Le  Capricieux 
L’Arc  en  Ciel 
La  Diana 

For  carrying  foldiers  to  America  under  Mr.  Beaujfier. 

Le  Heros 
L’Uluftre 
Le  Leopard 
Le  Sirene 
Le  Licorne 
La  Sauvage 
La  Concorde 
L’Amarante 


Beauffier 

MonteJas 


Breugnon 

Rigaudiere 


74 

64 

60 

30 

30 

3° 

30 

12 


At  Brejl  and  Rochfort. 
Le  Formidable  ■  ■■■■■■■■ 


80 


L’Entreprenant 

La  Thetis 
La  Mutine 
La  Pomone 
Le  Cumberland 
La  Galathe 
L’Heroine 
L’Anemone 


B.  R*.Salvert,  Chief  d’Efc.  74 
On  a  cruife. 


Cape  Breton  and  Martinico, 


Mr.  D’Aubigne. 
Le  Prudent  D’Aubigne 


L’Aquilon 

Vol.  II. 
12 


*  B.  R.  Bred  or  Rochfort. 

c 


24 

24 

24 

24 

24 

24 

12 


74 

60 


L'Ata- 
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Ships.  Captains. 


L’Atalante 

Le  Palmer 

B.  R. 

Keruforet 

Le  Bizarre 

B.  R. 

Urtubi 

L’Opiniatre 

B.  R. 

Moelieu 

L’Adtif 

B.  R. 

Choifeuil 

Le  St.  Michel 

B.  R. 

Caumont 

L’Alcion 

B.  R. 

Jonquire 

L’Appollon 

At  Toulon. 

Le  Hedtor 

Le  Vaillant 

L’Achille 

L’Hercule 

L’Oriflame 

Upon  the  Careen 

L’Intrepide 

B.  R. 

Rerfain 

Le  Conquerant 

Le  Magnihque 

Le  Sceptre 

Le  Floriffant 

L’Algougeux 

• 

La  Floride 

Northumberland 

Le  Dragon 

B.  R. 

Willeon 

In  different  docks 

L’Ocean,  finifhed  - - - 

Le  Centaure,  ditto - 

Le  Diademe  B.  R.  Rafilly 

Le  Zodiaque  — — — 

Le  Minotaure  ■  -  — 

Le  Souverain  ...  —  —  — 

Le  Glorieux  - - - - 

Le - (not  yet? _ _ 

named)  j 

Le  Bdhqueux  Oroillirs,  B.  R. 


Guns. 

34 

74 

64 

64 

64 

64 

54 

5° 


74 

64 

64 

64 

5° 


74 

74 

74 

74 

74 

74 

74 

68 

74 


80 

70 

74 

74 

74 

74 

74 

74 

64 

Le 


Ships. 

Le  Celebre 
Le  Robufte 
Le  Solitaire 
Le  Terrible 
Le  Aigrette 
La  Veftable 
La  Minerva 
L’Oifeau 
Le  Protecleur, 

building; 

Le  Fantafque 
Le  Modefte 
La  Defiance 
La  Surprize 

Le  Warwick,  taken  from  the  Englifh,  1756, 'of 
60  guns,  mounting  now  but  50,  in  America, 
with  M.  D’Aubigne. 


By  this  lift  it  appears  that  the  navy  of  France, 
in  June  1756,  confifted  of  one  hundred  and  eleven 
fhips  of  the  line  and  frigates,  and  that  they  were 
fo  ftationed  and  managed,  as  to  find  employment 
for  the  grand  navy  of  England.  A  fufficient 
number  of  large  fhips  were  kept  in  the  ports  of 
Breft  and  Toulon,  at  an  eafy  expence,  neither 
manned,  nor  victualled,  till  ordered  out  for  fer- 
vice;  with  which  they  put  us  to  very  great  ex¬ 
pence  of  large  fquadrons,  to  watch  their  motions 
in  the  Bay  of  Bifcay  and  the  Mediterranean  •,  a 
fervice  attended  with  fo  many  hazards,  that  it  was 
with  great  good  luck  in  us,  that  the  enemy  even 
fuffered  any  lofs  by  it,  or  were  ever  fo  locked  up, 
as  to  prevent  their  exports  of  men  and  ammuni¬ 
tion  for  America,  failing  and  reaching  the  places 
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A.  D.  of  their  deftination.  But  it  was  attended  with 
17 many  great  difadvantages  on  our  part.  For,  it  is 
a  greater  victory  to  decoy  the  enemy  into  his  ruin 
by  delay,  &c.  than  to  beat  him  in  an  open  fight : 
becaufe,  thereby  not  only  his  ftrength  is  deftroyed ; 
but  his  treafure,  the  finews  of  war,  isconfumed. 

In  the  Their  next  care  was  to  threaten  our  fugar 

SHn'  ifiands  with  a  powerful  fquadron  in  the  Weft 
Indies :  which  might  ferve  to  furprize  and  feize 
upon  thofe  defencelefs  colonies,  or  to  weaken  our 
naval  ftrength  by  the  neceffity,  Great  Britain  would 
be  under,  to  keep  a  fuperior  naval  force  in  thofe 
feas,  where  our  fecurity  mull  depend  only  upon 
the  fuperiority  of  our  navy,  againft  an  enemy, 
that  can  retreat  into  ftrong  fortified  harbours ; 
when,  in  cafe  of  an  accident,  a  Britifti  fquadron, 
or  fhip,  can  find  no  place  of  fhelter  from  a  pur¬ 
suing  foe,  in  any  of  our  ifiands. 

Crutzers.  Their  cruizers  were  fo  numerous,  and  properly 
ftationedfor  intercepting  our  merchantmen  home¬ 
ward  and  outward  bound  •,  to  ruin  our  African 
trade,  and  to  favour  their  own  convoys,  to  and 
from  America  •,  that  it  required  more  men  of  war 
to  check  and  to  defeat  their  proceedings,  than  a 
miniftry,  that  was  continually  afraid  of  an  inva- 
fion,  dared  to  appoint  for  that  purpofe.  And 
-that  the  King’s  ftiips  Should  perform,  and  confine 
themfelves,  as  much  as  poffible,  to  their  orders  to 
protedt  their  own  navigation,  and  to  employ  the 
Their  en-  Englifh  navy,  the  French  King  publilhed  an  edidl 
C°ent  of  ^or  t^ie  encouragement  of  privateers  to  diftrefs  our 
privateers,  commerce,  and  to  deprive  us  of  the  grand  refource 
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of  our  riches,  without  which  it  could  not  be  pof- 
fible  for  us  to  fupport  the  war. 

That  edi£t  remitted  the  tenth  {hare  of  every 
prize,  which  was  always  before  this  war  claimed 
by  the  French  admiralty  •,  and  ordained  that  be- 
fides  the  whole  produce  of  the  prizes,  the  captors 
fhould  enjoy  a  bounty 1  out  of  the  royal  treafury, 
for  every  gun  and  man  taken  from  a  merchant¬ 
man,  or  man  of  war,  or  privateer.  .  The  King 
alfo  promifed  to  reward  fuch  captains  or  officers, 
that  fhould  behave  well,  with  commiffions  in  his 
marine,  according  to  the  circumftances  and  ftrength 
of  the  ffiips  they  fhould  have  engaged  :  and  he 
further  promifed  a  premium  to  the  owners  of  pri¬ 
vateers, 

3  ioo  livres  per  gun  from  four  to  12  pounders,  taken  from 
merchantmen. 

1 50  livres  per  gun  of  the  fame  bore,  taken  from  priva¬ 
teers. 

200  livres  per  gun  of  the  fame  bore,  taken  from  men  of  war. 

150  livres  per  gun,  12  pounders  and  upwards,  taken  from 
merchantmen. 

225  livres  per  gun  of  the  faid  bore,  taken  from  privateers. 

300  livres  per  gun  of  the  faid  bore,  taken  from  men  of  war. 

30  livres  per  head  for  every  prifoner  taken  out  of  a  mer¬ 
chantman. 

40  livres  per  head  for  ditto,  out  of  a  privateer. 

50  livres  per  head  for  ditto,  out  of  a  man  of  war. 

The  fame  bounties  to  be  paid  for  every  man  on  board  at  the 
commencement  of  any  engagement. 

The  faid  bounties  to  be  augmented  by  one  fourth  for  all 
fuch  privateers  or  men  of  war,  which  Ihall  be  taken  by  board¬ 
ing  ;  and 

The  faid  bounties  wholly  to  appertain  to  the  captain,  offi¬ 
cers,  and  crew  $  to  be  divided  amongft  themfelves  according 
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vateers,  and  to  take  their  (hips,  under  certain  cir- 
cumftances,  at  prime  cod  k.  In  regard  to  prizes 
made  by  fhips  fitted  out  upon  the  King’s  account, 
the  officers  and  crew  were  thereby  indulged  with 
one  third  part  of  the  neat  produce  of  all  merchant 
fnips,  or  more  according  to  circumftances  ;  be- 
fides  other  bounties  He  further  promifed,  that 

privateers 


to  the  fhare  they  are  to  have  in  the  produce  of  the 
prize,  and  purfuant  to  their  agreement  at  the  time  of  entering 
on  board  ;  the  money  to  be  paid  to  the  captain,  or  his  repre- 
fentative. 

k  Ships  of  24  guns  or  upwards,  that  fhall  have  been  built 
for  privateering,  fhall  be  taken  by  the  government  at  the 
prime  coil,  if  they  be  not  employed  that  way,  or  at  the  efti- 
mated  price,  if  they  have  been  fo  employed,  when  they  fhall 
be  no  longer  authorifed  to  cruife  on  the  enemies.  And  alfo  all 
fhips  of  24  guns  or  upwards,  that  fhall  be  taken  by  privateers, 
and  which  fhall  be  fit  for  fervice,  except  the  captors  fhall  chufe 
to  make  ufe  of  them  themfelves,  or  fell  them  along  with  the 
effe&s  of  the  prizes. 

In  order  to  indemnify  the  owners  of  thofe  fhips  which  fhall 
take  any  privateers  or  men  of  war,  of  the  damage  they  fhall 
fuftain  by  fuch  engagements,  the  following  premiums  are  to 
be  paid  them  : 

100  livres  per  gun  from  four  to  12  pounders. 

200  livres  per  gun  from  12  pounds  to  upwards. 

20  livres  per  head  for  every  effeftive  man  on  board  at  the 
•beginning  of  an  engagement. 

1  They  fhall  have  befides,  the  fame  bounties  as  thofe  given 
in  the  fecond  article  in  favour  of  the  privateers,  except  for  men 
of  war,  for  which  there  fhall  be  paid  300  livres  per  gun,  from 
four  to  12  pounders,  450  livres  per  gun  from  iz  pounders  and 
upwards. 

The  faid  fums  to  be  augmented  by  i-4th,  when  the  faid 
frigates  or  men  of  war  fhall  have  been  taken  by  boarding. 


privateers  which  fhould  fail  in  company  with  men 
of  war,  or  join  them  at  fea,  fhould  have  their 
fhare  both  in  the  produce  of  the  prizes,  as  well 
as-  of  the  bounties,  of  all  (hips  that  fhould  be 
taken  in  conjunction,  in  exaft  proportion  to  the 
guns  they  fhall  carry,  with  regard  to  the  difference 
of  the  bore,  fize  of  the  ffiips,  or  ftrength  of  the 
crews.  That  privateers  fhould  be  exempt  from 
all  taxes  or  duties  whatfoever  on  provifions,  ar¬ 
tillery,  ammunition,  and  all  other  neceffaries  for 
their  conflrudlion,  victualing  and  armament : 
That  the  officers  and  volunteers  on  board  of  pri¬ 
vateers,  that  have  diiiinguiffied  themfelves,  fhould 
be  difpenfed  with  from  the  ufua]  time  of  fervice 
on  board  the  men  of  war,  in  order  to  their  being 
made  captains.  That  the  officers  and  failors  on 
board  of  privateers  that  fhould  be  wounded  and 
difabled,  fhould  be  intitled  to  the  fea  half-pay, 
and  that  the  widows  of  thofe  killed  fhould  be  in- 
titled  to  penfions.  This  edict  alfo  ordained  that 
the  wages  of  failors  run  from  a  ffiip  of  24  guns, 
as  well  as  their  fhare  in  prizes,  fhould  belong  to 
the  owners  :  and  finally,  that  captains  of  priva¬ 
teers,  fhould  not  on  any  account  ranfom  any  ffiip, 
except  they  fhould  have  already  fent  in  three 
effective  prizes,  fince  their  laft  going  out  *. 

*  N.  B.  By  thefe  encouragements  the  fea  prefently  fwarmed 
with  privateers,  which  did  infinite  damage  to  our  trade,  and 
took  great  numbers  of  our  merchantmen.  They  were  even 
fo  audacious,  that  on  the  4th  of  July,  about  one  o’clock  in 
the  morning,  a  privateer  from  Boulogne  ventured  within  a 
few  yards  of  Dover  Pier,  and  cut  an  Englifh  privateer  away, 
moft  of  her  men  being  a-lhore. 
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Thefe  preparations  and  armaments  for  the  fea 
were  accompanied  brifkly  with  much  more  extra; 
ordinary  preparations  for  war  by  land.  The  treaty 
of  Weftphalia,  which  France  had  fo  often  vio¬ 
lated  to  pull  down  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  was  now 
made  a  (talking  horfe  to  carry  her  army  without 
oppofition  into  Germany  :  and  the  heirefs  of  Auftria, 
who  is  indebted  to  Great  Britain  for  the  exiftence 
of  her  family,  againft  the  natural  enmity  of 
France,  adopted,  and  fubmitted  to  be  a  cover  for, 
the  French  monarch’s  real  intentions  to  invade  the 
territories  of  our  German  allies,  and  embroil 
her  mod  faithful  and  powerful  friend  in  a  conti¬ 
nental  war,  by  inviting  Lewis  to  take  part  in  her 
quarrel,  or  rather  fecret  hatred  of  the  King  of 
Pruflia.  For,  this  was  the  firft  pretence  for  the 
motions  of  the  French  army  acrofs  the  Rhine  j 
to  preferve  the  peace  of  Germany  and  to  keep 
all  foreign  forces  out  of  the  empire  :  though  the 
French  minifters  did  not  fcruple  to  avow  the  refo- 
lution  of  their  King  to  invade  the  electoral  domi¬ 
nions  of  his  Britannic  Majefty :  and  the  fituation 
of  his  magazines,  the  cantonment  of  his  troops 
on  the  frontiers  of  Flanders,  and  other  difpofitions 
on  the  fide  of  Weftphalia,  were  evident  tokens, 
thatthe  French  King’s  immediate  view,  in  joining 
with  the  Emprefs  Queen  againft  the  King  of 
Pruflia,  was  to  facilitate  the  execution  of  his  own 
defigns  upon  the  allies  of  Great  Britain. 

This  army  alfo  ferved  another  purpofe.  Hav¬ 
ing  nothing  to  fear  on  the  part  of  Spain,  nor  from 
tqe  frontiers  of  Upper  Germany  •,  and  poflefled  of 
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the  fecret,  which  had  fo  often,  on  former  occafions, 
kept  the  whole  (Length  of  England  locked  up  at 
home  •,  fifty  or  fixty  thou  End  men  or  more,  and 
artillery,  were  drawn  down  to  the  coaft  of  the 
channel ;  and  boats  of  a  new  conflru&ion  were 
built,  and  fquadrons  were  appointed  to  convoy 
them  over  to  fome  convenient  place  in  England. 
Amazing  how  this  foporific  dofe  of  politics  affedted 
the  heads  of  the  nation  !  The  name  of  a  flat- 
bottomed  boat  terrified  the  children,  the  women, 
and  the  beaux  •,  and  the  French  were  well  paid  for 
their  invention  by  the  expence  we  were  at  to  watch 
their  motions,  while  we  negledled,  or  omitted  to 
employ  our  fleets  and  armies  in  vigorous  and  na¬ 
tional  meafures. 

Having  thus  difpofed  of  their  internal  (Length, 
the  French  provided,  in  the  next  place,  to  prevent 
any  difagreeable  and  unfeafonable  dilputes,  with 
the  maritime  neutral  powers,  about  the  conditions 
of  a  free  navigation ;  and  thereby  endeavoured  to 
engage  neutral  (hips  in  their  fervice,  when  the 
circumfiances  of  the  war  might  make  it  dangerous 
or  impra&icable  to  carry  on  a  communication 
with  their  colonies,  and  to  fupply  their  naval  de¬ 
partment  with  fuch  neceflaries,  as  could  not  be  got 
in  their  own  territories,  and  without  which  a  na¬ 
val  war  could  not  be  fupported.  For,  affiongft 
other  things,  it  will  appear  afterwards,  that  the 
King  of  France  aflumed  a  right  to  licence  Dutch 
(hips  to  trade  with,  or  to  carry  the  produce  of, 
their  iflands,  from  which,  in  common  with  other 
nations,  they  had  been  always  excluded  in  times 
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of  peace ;  and  the  Dutch,  in  return  for  that  fa¬ 
vour,  afiumed  a  right,  which  they  pretended  to 
claim  upon  the  faith  of  treaty,  with  England,  to 
carry  the  goods  of  our  enemies  :  though  at  the 
fame  time  that  French  ordinance  ni  laid  them,  and 
all  other  neutral  nations,  under  the  fevereft  prohi¬ 
bition  not  to  carry  Britifh  property. 

Great  Britain,  whole  intereft  it  was  to  take  the 
moft  effe&ual  meafures  to  defeat  the  defigns  and 
fchemes  of  France  j  and  whole  navy  greatly  ex¬ 
ceeded  the  naval  power  of  that  nation  in  every 
circumftance ;  both  as  to  number  of  fhips,  weight 
of  metal,  men,  and  ftores  of  all  forts ;  inftead 
of  feeking  and  annoying  the  enemy  ;  covering 
our  colonies,  and  protedting  our  navigation  and 
trade  ;  confined  the  naval  ftrength  of  this  ifland 
to  the  expenfive  and  almoft  ufelefs  cruifing  in  the 
Bay  of  Bifcay  and  in  the  Mediterranean  :  and  to 
fquadrons  at  Antigua,  the  leeward  iflands,  and  at 
Jamaica,  inferior  to  the  French  under  d’Aubigny, 
near  the  former  ft ation,  and  to  de  Salvert  hovering 
about  the  latter. 

There  was  a  fmall  fquadron  commanded  by 
Admiral  Watfon,  as  related  before,  in  the  Eaft 
Indies  •,  but  fo  much  negledted  as  if  that  part  of 
the  world  had  been  excluded  from  the  common 
bleftings  of  the  adminiftration :  for,  war  had  been 
declared  upwards  of  two  months,  before  any  fhip 
was  fent  to  give  notice  of  it  in  that  region. 

m  Dated  8th  July,  1756. 
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Though  the  very  exiftence  of  our  l'ugar  planta-  A- 
tions,  and  our  tobacco  colonies  m  North  America, 
depended  upon  the  fecurity  of  our  fetdements  in  neglected. 
Africa-,  from  whence  they  are  fupplied  with  la¬ 
bourers  or  Haves  :  and  though  the  French  had 
begun  to  encroach  upon  our  rights,  on  the  coaft 
of  Guinea,  and  there  was  great  reafon  to  appre¬ 
hend,  they  would  at  length  wholly  execute  the 
fcheme,  they  had  long  laid,  of  getting  pofieffion 
of  the  whole  ;  our  ignorance  of  our  own  intereft, 
or  our  negligence,  or  our  injudicious  parfimony 
had  almoH  given  them  an  opportunity  to  complete 
that  work:  as  will  appear  from  the  Hate  of  our  state  of 
African  fetdements  from  the  year  1730  to  the  trade, 
year  1756  inclufive.  In  1730  the  African  com¬ 
pany  applied  to  parliament  for  relief,  and  obtained 
1 0,000 1.  per  annum,  till  the  year  1746,  when  it 
was  fufpended  on  account  of  the  ruinous  condition 
of  the  company’s  affairs,  they  being  130,0001. 
in  debt,  their  forts  and  caftles  in  ruins,  and  their 
credit  and  reputation  loft.  In  1749,  the  traders 
to  and  from  Africa,  between  Cape  Blanco  and  the 
Cape  of  Good- Hope,  were  incorporated,  by  a£t  of 
parliament,  but  prohibited  trading  in  their  corpo¬ 
rate  capacity,  and  from  having  any  transferable 
ftock,  or  borrowing  money  on  their  common  feal : 
and  a  majority  of  a  committee  of  nine  were  em¬ 
powered  to  make  orders  concerning  the  forts  and 
factories,  and  to  appoint  governors  and  officers 

From 

n  Thus  the  old  African  company  was  abolifhed,  and  re¬ 
ceived  in  compenfation  from  the  houfe  112,142!.  3s.  3d.  for 

their 
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A.  D.  From  this  time,  the  parliament  revived  and  paid 
the  grant  of  10,000 1.  per  ann.  and  increafed  that 
fum  to  16,000 1.  per  ann.  for  the  fupport  and  re¬ 
pair  of  the  forts  and  fettlements.  Neverthelefs 
this  important  coaft  was  fuffered  to  run  to  decay, 
as  appears  by  a  true  date  of  the  forts,  at  this  time, 
in  the  note  below 0 ;  and  by  the  weaknefs  of  the 
naval  power,  which  did  now  confift  of  no  more 
than  two  men  of  war  in  thofe  feas.  So  that  five 
men  of  war  might  have  driven  the  Englifh  quite 
out  of  Africa  ;  to  the  utter  ruin  of  our  fugar  co¬ 
lonies. 

Our  ftrength  on  the  coaft  of  North  America  at 
N  t,™?*  **uch  a  cr*t:'lca^  jun(^ure  (when  the  intercepting  of 
neglefted.  the  enemies  troops  and  warlike  ftores,  bound  for 
New  France,  would  have  anfwered  the  end  of 
a  vi&ory,  and  more  effectually  difconcerted  their 
operations  on  that  continent,  than  the  completed 


their  charters,  lands,  forts,  caftles,  Haves,  books,  papers,  and 
all  other  effedts.  See  p.  37.  Vol.  I 


0  1.  James  Fort  in  the  river  Gambia,  though  mounted  with 
36  guns,  is  not  able  to  refill:  an  European  enemy. 

2.  Anamaboe  Fort,  not  finilhed. 
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Tantumquerry,  13  guns. 
Winnebab  Fort,  16  guns. 
Accra  Fort,  36  guns 
Wydah  Fort,  deferted. 
Commenda  Fort,  31  guns.' 
Succondee  Fort,  29  guns. 
Dix  Cove  Fort,  30  guns. 
Cape  Coaft  Caftle^o  guns, 
Fort  Royal,  12  guns.  ( 

Phipp’s  Tower,  5  guns.  C 

Ann’s  Point,  5  guns.  J 
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vlflory  in  thofe  deferts  on  the  back  of  our  planta-  A  D- 
tions  •,  and  when  Newfoundland  was  expofed  to 
a  furprize  from  Louilbourg),  was  fo  deficient  for 
the  fervice  required  in  thole  parts,  that  we  have 
feen  the  narrow  efcape  of  Holmes’s  fquadron  be¬ 
ing  carried  into  that  port. 

The  whole  attention  of  the  miniftry  continued  Fleet  kept 
flill  to  turn  upon  domeftic  defence.  The  mouth 
of  the  Thames  and  Portfmouth,  were  the  favourite 
ftations  of  the  capital  fhips,  and  of  greateft  pare 
of  our  navy  ;  while  the  ocean  was  left  to  the  care 
of  our  privateers ;  under  very  great  encourage¬ 
ments  p. 

Our  land-forces  continued  upon  the  increafe,  Land 
augmented  with  new  regiments,  and  with  addi-.  mented. 
tions  to  the  old  ones.  But  the  only  ufe  to  which  Forwhat 
luch  numerous  troops  were  put,  was  to  affift  in  purpofe. 
the  diffipation  of  the  national  tieaiure,  by  extraor¬ 
dinary  parades  and  encampments,  where  there  was 
not  the  leaft  appearance  and  expedtation  of  meet¬ 
ing  with  an  enemy.  The  grand  trains  of  artillery, 
which  marched,  on  thofe  occaficns,  from  the  Tower 
of  London,  ferved  only  to  confirm  the  people  in 
the  mean  opinion,  they  entertained  of  a  miniftry, 
that  could  not  by  any  provocations  from  the  ene¬ 
my,  or  by  the  remonftrances  of  the  nation,  be  in¬ 
duced  to  make  a  better  ufe  of  their  ftrength  in 
money  and  arms,  than  to  exhibit  raree-lhows  at  an 
expence  and  with  an  army,  that  was  able  to  attack, 
and  Ihould  have  been  employed  in  vigorous  mea- 
fures  againft  the  enemy. 

p  See  Vol.  I.  page  414.' 
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A.  D.  The  fenfe  of  the  nation,  on  this  occafion,  may 
17s6‘  be  properly  reprefented  by  the  following  defcrip- 
ofth^na-  tion  of  the  march  of  the  train  through  London 
tion>  to  Cobham,  on  the  19th  of  July,  given  by  a  po¬ 
litical  obferver  of  that  tranfa&ion q,  “  I,  fays  he, 
and  at  lead  300,000  more  idle  fpeCtators,  can 
vouch  for  a  good  round  fum  of  money  laid  out 
on  the  train,  which  pad  from  the  Tower  of  Lon¬ 
don,  over  the  bridge  to  the  inland  village  of 
Cobham,  in  Surry.  An  expedition  that  will  eat 
up  three  or  four  fuch  fums,  as  the  plate  and  dice 
a<5ts  r  can  produce  ;  and  has  been  longer  in  agita¬ 
tion  than  the  fuccours  for  Mahon  took  up ;  under 
a  minidry,  which  at  a  time  they  want  every 
penny  raifed  by  parliament,  and  are  didrefled 
for  ways  and  means  for  further  fupplies,  to  repel 
the  common  enemy,  lavifhly  throw  away  their 
hundreds  of  thoufands  in  a  field  where  there  is  no 
enemy. — Many  other  difagreeable  ideas  crowded 
into  my  thoughts. — But  there  was  one  reflection 
mod  predominant,  occafioned  by  the  appearance 
of  fuch  an  immenfe  croud  of  fpeCtators,  that  lined 
the  dreets  and  roads.  Could  London,  early  on  a 
Monday  morning,  fpare,  from  the  neceflary  bufi- 
nefs  and  callings  in  that  metropolis,  fo  many  thou¬ 
fands,  and  Britain  be  deditute  of  drength  to  repel 
a  foreign  enemy  ?  Could  a  raree-fhew  draw  them 
from  their  occupations,  and  it  be  fuppofed  they 
would  remain  paflive,  or  flee  before  the  invaders 

s  See  Monitor.  Nn.  50. 

r  Part  of  the  ways  and  means  for  railing  the  fupplies  in  the 
laft  feihon  of  parliament. 
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of  their  liberty  and  property  ?  On  the  contrary, 
it  was  with  the  utmoft  pleafure,  that  I  obferved 
all  degrees,  and  both  fexes,  young  and  old,  wifli- 
ing  for  an  opportunity  to  give  real  proofs  of  their 
loyalty  and  courage,  and  that  they  might  live  to 
fee  the  money,  they  paid  in  taxes,  effectually  ap¬ 
plied,  not  in  pageantry  and  mock  expeditions, 
but  in  defence  of  our  colonies  and  fettlements 
abroad  :  in  our  commerce  and  dominion  by  fea : 
and  in  a  well  regulated  and  difciplined  militia.” 

So  that,  if  we  fum  up  the  whole  of  the  fervice  How  the 
done  with  the  vaft  fums  granted  by  parliament 
in  the  laft  feffion,  it  amounts  to  no  more  than  expended, 
keeping  on  foot  a  large  body  of  mercenaries  and 
foreign  forces  within  this  kingdom.*— An  inactive 
campaign  in  North  America,  which  deprived  us 
of  the  moft  important  forts  we  had  to  cover  our 
plantations,  and  to  flem  the  power  of  France,  on 

that  continent. - A  fquadron,  on  that  coaft,  not 

able  to  prevent  fuccours  from  Old  France  to 
Louifbourg  and  Canada. — A  total  negledt  of  New¬ 
foundland.- — Squadrons  too  weak  to  refill  any  at¬ 
tempt  upon  our  fugar  iflands,  and  upon  our  fet¬ 
tlements  on  the  coaft  of  Africa. — A  fupine  neg- 
ledl  of  the  Eaft  Indies. - A  fleet  in  the  Medi¬ 

terranean,  that  could  undertake  no  affair,  nor 
find  a  more  important  objedt  for  its  employ,  than 
hunting  a  few  Tartans,  loaden  with  provifion3 

for  Minorca. - And  a  ftill  more  inactive  fleet 

beaten  to  pieces  in  the  Bay  of  Bifcay. — A  few 
cruifers  to  guard  the  channel  and  to  watch  the 
French  ports,  without  any  fuccefs,  except  the 

jfurprize 
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A.  D.  furprize  of  a  fmall  ifland,  near  Guernfey,  de- 
fended  by  about  i©o  men,  taken  by  Captain 
How,  in  the  Dunkirk,  and  three  frigates ;  and 
the  capture  of  a  great  number  of  fhips.  But  with 
fuch  a  negleft  of  our  own  trade,  that,  our  lofs  in 
merchant  (hips, fell  very  little  fhort  of  the  captures 
.made  from  the  French  by  both  our  privateers  and 
men  of  war‘. — Our  fleets  had  fled  before  our  ene¬ 


mies  5 


*  254  flaps  were  taken  from  the  French,  among!!  which 
there  were  the  following  remarkable  {hips  : 

The  Arc-en-ciel,  a  man  of  war  of  50  guns. 

A  Martinico-man,  valued  at  250,000  dollars,  taken  within 
two  leagues  of  Cadiz,  by  the  Experiment. 

The  Fortune,  from  Rochfort  to  Miffifippi,  450  tons,  with 
140  foldiers  and  30  women. 

The  Duke  of  Anjou  with  (lores,  and  the  Grand  St.  Urfin, 
with  1 30  foldiers,  for  Louiibourg. 

Two  (hips  from  the  coal!  of  Africa,  with  980  (laves. 

A  (hip  with  proviflons  for  Cape  Breton. 

A  large  French  Guinea-man. 

One  privateer  of  eight  guns,  eight  fwivels,  and  86  men,. 
Another  of  20  guns,  200  men.  Another  of  10  guns  and  90 
men.  Another  of  fix  guns,  60  men.  Another  of  20  guns, 
and  195  men.  Another  of  eight  guns,  18  fwivels,  ioomeni 
Another  drove  a-(hore  on  the  Bahama  iflands.  Another  of 
eight  guns,  10  fwivels,  75  men.  Another  of  four  guns,  fix 
fwivels,  and  40  men.  Another  of  16  guns,  16  fwivels,  and 
230  men.  Three  more  privateers  of  10  guns  and  56  men. 
Another  of  iz  guns,  12  fwivels,  and  24  men. 

A  frigate  of  36  guns  with  (lores  for  Canada. 

230  (hips  were  taken  within  the  fame  fpace  of  time  by  the 
French.  Amongft  which  was  the  Warwick  man  of  war  of 
60  guns,  and  four  privateers.  One  (hip  with  200  foldiers  for 
New  York,  and  another  with  88  people  on  board  for  New¬ 
foundland.  Which,  allowing  for  the  difference  of  value  be¬ 
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mles ;  we  had  loft  Mahon  and  Minorca : 
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troops  had  been  defeated,  and  our  ftrongeft  pofts 
had  been  taken  from  us,  and  deftroyed  in  North 
America ;  and  on  which  fide  foever  we  turned,  our 

■  j  ;  -  ;  :  / 

affairs  carried  a  moft  difagreeable  and  ruinous 
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Hence  we  account  for  thofe  refledtions,  which  Remarks 
were  now,  about  this  time,  publifhed  concerning 
the  fttuation  of  public  affairs.  “  It  will  be  well, 
faid  a  great  man,  if  Britain’s  misfortunes,  affedt- 
ing  as  they  are,  do  but  flop  with  the  fatal  lofs  and 
omiffions  of  the  paft  unhappy  fummer :  for  I  fear 
the  national  diffatisfadtion,  fpread  throughout  thefe 
kingdoms,  will  produce  fuch  political  combats, 
as  may  reftrain  our  plans  of  conqueft,  and  greatly 
enfeeble  the  operations  of  war. 


“  If  in  times  when  the  miniftry  were  quite  un- 
embarraffed  1  when  every  voice  was  exalted  to 
fuftain  their  efforts ;  and  every  nerve  was  ftrung 
in  unifon  againft  the  foe,  we  have  experienced 
fuch  unexampled  negligence  and  difgrace,  what 
in  future  periods  are  we  to  expedt  •,  but  that  the 
very  fmall  attention  they  have  hitherto  paid  to 
hoftile  affairs,  will  be  further  impaired  by  felf-in- 
tereft,  cabal  and  party  intrigue.  Not  one  thing 
profpers  within  the  fphere  of  their  adtion  •,  and 
milchief  and  mifery  are  the  effedls  of  their  per¬ 
nicious  condudt. — Accufations,  aias !  in  plenty  fur- 
round  us. — Every  adt  recognizes  fome  fatal  truth. 


tween  the  Englifli  and  French  cargoes,  fhews  that  we  had  at 
this  time  little  to  boalt  of,  and  that  our  trade  was  much  neg- 
ledted. 

Yol.  II.  D  ‘c  Let 
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A.  D.  “  Let  us  hope  to  find  among  our  fenators  cor- 
17561  dial  duty  and  affedion  to  his  Majefty ;  fome  at 

National  leaft,  who  in  the  late  language  of  Prufiia’s  mo- 
difcoment.  wyj  urge  ancj  urge  agajn  .  «  That  the 

“  blood,  the  treafures  and  the  intereft  of  this 
“  country,  have  been  facrificed,  to  the  fupport 
«  of  a  diftreffed  and  ungrateful  court.”  Some, 
who  will  acquaint  our  amicable  and  honeft  King 
with  the  wholefome,  and  animated  advice  of  the 
French  parliament  to  their  mifguided  Sovereign  : 
“  How  happy  (fay  they)  would  princes  and  na- 
“  tions  be,  if  truth  alone  had  only  the  privilege 
“  to  approach  the  throne !  perfons  league  toge- 
“  ther  to  deceive  their  Monarch.  They  fhew 
«  him  things  in  the  light,  which  fuits  their  own 
“  views. 

“  The  prince  immured  from  the  world,  dif- 
<c  cerns  not  himfelf  the  truth;  he  only  knows 
“  what  they  relate.  Employments  are  given  men 
“  unworthy  his  prefence,  and  others  difmified 
“  whom  he  ought  to  retain.  In  fpite  of  innate 
“  integrity,  in  fpite  of  all  his  precautions,  the 
“  bell  of  princes  is  betrayed!  he  becomes  the 
“  fport  and  the  vidim  of  men,  who  conceal  or 
«  adulterate  truth  !  your  parliament,  Sire,  owe 
“  you  this  valuable  truth,  fo  rare,  fo  much  a 
“  ftranger  in  palaces :  and  they  prefent  it  without 
“  fear.  How  criminal  would  not  your  parlia- 
«  ment  be,  if  at  this  jundure  they  difguifed  it ! 

1  See  the  King  of  Pruffia’s  motives  for  preventing  the  de- 
figns  of  the  court  of  Vienna, 


perhaps 


the  LATE  WAR.  51 

“  perhaps  it  never  was  more  neceflary  to  tell  it  A- 
<c  without  referve.  This  is  the  objedt  of  the  moft  l~s6‘ 

“  humble  and  moft  refpedtful  remonftrance,  we 
“  have  the  honour  to  bring  to  the  foot  of  your 
“  throne.” — “  But  though  the  meafure  of  evil 
is  nearly  full,  let  us  yet  hdpe  that  the  time  will 
foon  arrive,  in  which  thofe  gentlemen,  by  whofe 
erring  condudl,  our  calamities  are  brought  upon 
us,  will,  rather  than  fee  the  ruin  complete,  have 
pity  on  the  public  weal,  and  fave  the  finking 
bark.  Let  us  require  this,  the  leaft  of  repara¬ 
tion,  and  the  mildeft  of  requefts,  that  they  will 
now  become  atoning  volunteers  for  themfelves  and 
their  country,  in  withdrawing  from  fcenes  of  bufi- 
nefs,  to  inadtive  folitude,  that  by  their  councils 
and  influence,  they  may  no  longer  interrupt  the 
fuccefs  of  our  arms,  or  farther  difgrace  the  dig¬ 
nified  name  and  annals  of  this  once  vidtorious 
land. 

“  Let  Minorca  and  America,  opprefiive  taxes, 
and  a  complaining  people,  the  nation’s  debt,  and 
declining  credit,  private  intereft,  and  general  lafety, 
the  approaching  feflions,  and  the  expiring  year, 
all  remind  and  lefton  them  to  obey  the  precept. 

Then  may  we  hope  to  fee  vidlory  wait  upon  our 
arms,  and  peace,  in  a  little  time,  reach  out  her 
olive-branch,  plenty  difplay  her  horn,  and  glory, 
honour  and  happinefs,  adorn  our  ifle. 

In  the  midft  of  this  national  difcontent  the  ad-  The  Cza- 
vices  from  Germany  increafed  our  fears.  The  g^ftedwlth 
Emprefs  of  Ruflia  alfedted  to  be  highly  difcon-  Great  Bri- 
tented  with  the  treaty  his  Britannic  Majefty  lately 
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made  with  the  King  of  Prufiia,  without  her  know¬ 
ledge  or  her  minifters.  She  went  fo  far  as  to  give 
it  for  the  reafon  of  renouncing  the  late  treaty  u 
with  Great  Britain.  And  accordingly  (he  rejected 
the  tender  of  the  firft  payment  of  the  ftipulated 
fubfrdies.  Not  only  fo,  but  her  Czarifh  Majefty 
acceded  publickly  to  the  treaty  of  Verfailles  3  and 
put  thole  very  troops  in  motion  to  execute  the 
ichemes  laid  down  by  the  whole  confederacy 
againft  the  King  of  Prufiia,  which  Great  Britain 
had  agreed  to  take  into  her  fervice  w  in  order  to 
prevent  foreign,  efpecially  French,  troops  enter¬ 
ing  into  Germany.  And  the  motions  of  the  King 
of  Prufiia,  and  his  fudden  and  extraordinary  mili¬ 
tary  difpofitions  obliged  the  Emprefs  Queen  to 
afiemble  a  more  confiderable  body  of  troops,  to  be 
ready  at  all  events  again!!:  a  furprize ;  who  com¬ 
plained,  by  her  minifters  at  foreign  courts,  That 
her  good  intentions  had  been  mifreprefented,  as 
if  the  friendly  alliance  lately  concluded  between 
her  Majefty  the  Emprefs  Queen  and  his  moft 
Chriftian  Majefty,  contained  fecret  articles,  cal¬ 
culated  for  the  total  fuppreflion  of  the  Proteftant 
religion,  and  to  influence  the  eledion  of  a  King 
of  the  Romans,  and  that,  upon  fuch  falfe  fug- 
geftions,  there  had  been  a  propofal  made  for  a 
league  of  the  proteftant  courts  againft  the  houfe 
of  Auftria. 

This  declaration  from  the  Emprefs  Queen  was 
anfwered  both  by  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  in 


u  See  page  135  and  204. 
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quality  of  Elector  of  Hanover,  and  the  King  of  A.  D. 
Prufiia:  by  their  refpedive  minifters  at  the  Diet  175 
of  the  Empire. 

His  Britannic  Majefty,  in  quality  of  Eledor  King  of 
of  Hanover  or  Brunfwick  Lunenburg,  anfwered,  J 

“  That  he  had,  with  great  furprize,  heard  that 
fome  people  had  affeded  to  put  a  wrong  con- 
ftrudion  upon  the  objed  of  the  treaty  of  friend- 
fhip,  which  he  concluded  fome  time  ago  x  with 
the  King  of  Pruflia,  and  that  they  have  even  en¬ 
deavoured  to  reprefent  it,  as  a  matter  wherein  the 
date  of  religion  was  concerned  ;  that  neverthelefs 
the  whole  Empire  was  fenfible,  he  has  always 
made  it  a  rule  to  fupport  the  rights  of  each,  with¬ 
out  any  diftindion  of  perfons  ;  to  maintain  juffice  •, 
to  enforce  the  execution  of  the  laws  and  confli- 
tutions  of  the  Empire  ;  to  prated  its  liberties  and 
the  public  peace  ;  and  to  contribute  to  keep  up 
in  the  Germanic  body  fuch  a  fyftem,  as  appeared 
moil  conducive  to  its  fafety.  That  in  conlequence 
of  thefe  principles,  he  had  negleded  nothing 
that  might  molt  effedually  tend  to  *the  fupport 

of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  even  to  the  being  ready 

■  •  / 

to  facrifke  all  that  was  in  his  power.  That  the 
differences  which  had  rifen  between  Great  Britain 
and  France,  about  their  poffeffions  in  America, 
having  given  birth  to  a  de'fign  in  the  latter  power, 
to  attack  the  Eledoral  dominions  of  the  houfe  of 
Brunfwick  Lunenburg;  which  was  lufficiently 
known,  by  the  little  care  they  took  to  make  a 

31  See  this  treaty  on  page  256. 
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A.  D.  rnyftery  of  fuch  a  project,  fo  capable  of  creating 

,  y75<5'  troubles  in  the  Empire  •,  his  Britannic  Majefty, 
who  addreffed  himfelf  to  the  Etnprefs  Queen,  re¬ 
quiring  the  fuccours  ftipulated  by  treaties,  was 
not  only  unable  to  obtain  them,  but  at  the  fame 
time  found  the  court  of  Vienna  as  little  inclined 
to  grant  another  requeft,  altogether  as  reafonable-, 
which  was  ro  employ  her  good  offices  towards 
altering  the  difpofitions  of  fuch  of  the  Rates  of 
the  Empire,  as,  through  indifference,  feemed  to 
favour,  in  fome  meafure,  that  intended  invafion. 
That  his  Britannic  Majefty  thereby  found  himfelf 
under  a  neceflity  of  concluding  an  alliance  with 
the  King  of  Pruftla,  for  the  lecurity  of  their  re- 
fpedtive  dominions,  as  alfo  for  preferving  peace 
and  tranquility  in  the  Empire  ;  protedling  the 
fyftemeftablifhed  therein,  and  defending  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  members  of  the  Germanic 
body  ;  without  any  prejudice  to  either  of  the  reli¬ 
gions,  exercifed  in  the  Empire  ;  the  contrafling 
parties  having  had  no  views  in  that  treaty,  but 
fuch  as  were  perfeftly  confiftent  with  thofe  falu- 
tary  objedls. 

“  That  while  matters  flood  thus,  the  world  was 
furprifed  with  the  unexpedted  event  of  the  treaty 
of  alliance,  which  her  Majefty,  the  Emprefs 
Queen,  had  been  pleafed  to  conclude  with  a  po¬ 
tentate,  who,  for  above  two  centuries  paft,  has 
difmembered  the  moft  confiderable  provinces  of 
the  Empire ;  has  attacked  and  invaded  her  Arch- 
ducal  houfe ;  has  fomented  troubles  and  divifions 
in  Germany  ;  and  has  made  fuch  means  fubfer- 
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A.  D.  him  to  detach  a  few  regiments  into  Pomerania, 
I75<5'  with  orders  to  halt,  as  foon  as  he  ftioyld  hear  that 
the  Ruffians  had  marched  bade.  That  the  pre- 

*  t  t  •  ■  t 

fent  armaments  could  not  be  aferibed,  with  any 
fort  of  grace,  to  this  motion  or  the  Pruffian 
forces ;  becaufe  the  march  of  a  body  of  Pruffians 
into  Pomerania  ought  naturally  to  give  the  court 
of  Vienna  no  more  umbrage,  than  the  march  of 
fome  Auflrian  regiments  towards  Tufcany,  could 
give  the  King  of  Pruffia. 

DO 

“  That  while  the  preparations  of  war  were  car¬ 
rying  on  with  the  utmoft  vigour  in  Bohemia  and 
Moravia,  his  Pruffian  Majefty  contented  himfelf 
with  putting  his  fortrefles  in  Silefia  into  a  poflure 
of  defence,  againft  a  ludden  attack,  and  march¬ 
ing  fome  regiments  towards  his  provinces  in  Weft-, 
phalia.  That  to  that  very  day  he  had  not  fent  a 
fingle  regiment  into  Silefia ;  that  no  garrifon  had 
marched  out  to  take  the  field  *,  no  camp  had  been 
formed,  neither  had  there  been  any  motion  made 
towards  the  territories  of  the  Emprefs  Queen. 
That  he  could  appeal  for  the  truth  of  thefe  fads, 
to  the  court  of  Vienna  itfelf;  which  in  its  circu¬ 
lar  letter  alledged  only  uncertain  reports,  that 
had  been  confuted  by  the  event,  for  no  camps 
have  been  formed,  nor  pitched  on,  upon  the  bor¬ 
ders  of  Bohemia  or  Moravia,  as  the  Emprefs 
Queen  pretended  fhe  was  informed  there  would 
be. 

“  That  notwithftanding  the  King  of  Pruffia’s 
pacific  condud,  the  Emprefs  Queen  had  conti¬ 
nued  her  armaments,  ordered  troops  to  march 

from 
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from  her  moft  diftant1  provinces,  and  aflembled  a  A.  D. 
formidable  army  in  Bohemia  and  Moravia!  That 
in  fuch  a  critical  junflurc,  when  the  court  of 
Vienna  was  ftirring  up  all  the  powers  in  Europe1 
againft  the  King,  calumniating  his  proceedings, 
and  giving  bad  interpretations  to  his  moft  inno¬ 
cent  meafures ;  when  offenfive  meafu res  were  taken 
againft  him  •,  and  the  court  of  Vienna  was  amaf- 
ftng  warlike  ftores  and  provifions  in  Moravia  and 
Bohemia,  making  powerful  armaments  and  form¬ 
ing  camps  of  80,000  men  in  its  dominions :  when 
lines  of  Hungarians  and  Croatians  were  polled  on 
the  frontiers  of  Silefia,  and  camps  were  marking 
out  on  the  King’s  limits  :  when  peace  refembled 
war,  whilft,  at  the  fame  time,  the  Pruffian  troops 
were  quiet,  and  not  a  tent  pitched  on  their  fide  : 
the  King  of  Pruffia  thought  it  was  time  for  him 
to  break  filence  j  and  thefe  military  motions  ob¬ 
liged  him  to  demand  of  the  court  of  Vienna,  by 
his  nrinifter,  M.  de  Klinggraffe,  a  friendly  and  fin- 
cere  explanation,  with  regard  to  thofe  military 
preparations ;  whether  they  were  defigned  againft 
the  King  of  Pruffia?  or,  what  were  the  intentions 
of  her  Imperial  Majefty  ?  But  the  anfwer  given 
to  that  demand  being,  “  That  in  the  prefent 
“  juncture  the  Emprefs  Queen  had  found  it  ne~ 

“  ceftary  to  make  armaments,  as  well  for  her  own 
“  defence,  as  for  that  of  her  allies,  and  which 
“  did  not  tend  to  the  prejudice  of  any  body 
was  fo  very  ambiguous,  dry  and  unfatisfaclory, 
that  it  gave  his  Majefty  a  lulpicion  of  a  defign 
formed  againft  his  dominions :  efpecially  as  the 

prepara- 
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preparations  in  Bohemia  and  Moravia  were  conti¬ 
nued,  and  doubled  :  That,  things  being  thus  cir- 
cumftanced,  it  was  natural  for  the  King  of  Pruf- 
fia  to  confult  his  own  intereft  and  fafety  ;  and  that 
he  believed,  nobody  could  juftly  blame  him  for 
taking  meafures  to  avoid  being;  furprized  and 
crufbed  in  his  own  territories. 

“  He  further  challenged  the  court  of  Vienna 
to  point  out  any  other  objeft  of  the  King  of 
Pruffia’s  armaments,  but  the  defence  and  fecu- 
rity  of  his  own  dominions.  But  that  it  was  very 
eafy  to  difcover  fome  other  views,  than  felf-de- 
fence  and  fecurity  in  the  armaments  of  the  Im¬ 
perial  court :  and  that  he  ftill  left  it  to  the  choice 
of  the  Emprefs  Queen,  to  have  peace  or  war. 

«  The  King  of  Pruflia,  he  faid,  being  diflatif- 
fied  with  the  Emprefs  Queen’s  firft  anfwer,  or¬ 
dered  his  minifter  to  demand  a  categorical  expla¬ 
nation  from  that  Princefs ;  wherein  he  exprefled 
himfelf  to  this  effeft :  That  if  her  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty’s  pacific  intentions  were  really  as  pure  and 
fincere,  as  (lie  pretended,  in  all  places,  they  were, 
it  would  be  eafy  for  her  to  convince  the  King  of 
Prufiia  thereof :  that  fhe  need  only  give  his  mi¬ 
nifter  a  clear,  precife  declaration,  free  from  all 
ambiguity  and  equivocation,  and  that  would  re- 
ftore  the  public  tranquillity.  And  further,  that 
he  was  willing  to  believe,  on  the  aflfurances  of  her 
Majefty,  the  Emprefs  Queen,  that  her  late  treaty 
with  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty  contained  no 
other  articles,  but  what  had  been  publifhed  •,  and 
that  he  promifed  himfelf,  from  the  integrity  ot 

her 
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her  Imperial  Majefty,  that  fhe  would  agree  to  no 
project,  that  might  be  contrary  to  proteftantifm  : 
but  that  Ihe  could  not  be  diffatisfied  to  find  the 
proteftant  princes  upon  their  guard  in  fuch  a  cri¬ 
tical  jun&ure,  as  the  prefent,  when  the  validity 
of  the  ad  of  fecurity,  given  by  the  hereditary 
Prince  of  ITefle  Cafiel,  for  maintaining  the  elta- 
blifhed  religion,  is  openly  attacked,  and  a  difco- 
very  has  been  made  of  the  lecret  intrigues  of 
Count  Pergen,  the  Emperor’s  minifter,  and  of 
Baron  Kurtzrock,  to  carry  off  that  Prince,  and  to 
take  him  from  under  the  authority  of  the  Land¬ 
grave  of  Hefie  Caflel,  his  father,  who  had  pub¬ 
licly  complained  thereof,  but  could  obtain  no  fa- 
tisfaCtion,  See.” 

His  Pruffian  Majefty  being  ready  to  take  the 
field  at  all  events,  ordered  M.  Khnggraffe  to  re- 
prefent  to  the  Emprefs  Queen,  «  That  after  his 
mafter  had  diflembled,  as  long  as  he  thought  con¬ 
fident  with  his  fafety  and  his  glory,  the  bad  de- 
figns,  imputed  to  the  Emprefs,  he  could  not  dif¬ 
fer  himfelf  longer  to  difguife  any  thing ;  and  that 
he  had  orders  to  inform  her,  That  the  King  was 
acquainted  with  the  offenfive  projects  formed,  by 
the  two  courts,  at  Peterfburgh  :  that  he  knew 
they  had  engaged  to  attack  him  unexpectedly  with 
their  united  force  ;  the  Emprefs  Queen  fupplying 
80,000  men,  and  the  Czarina  120,000:  and  thar 
this  defign  had  been  deferred  hitherto,  for  no  other 
reafon,  than  the  want  of  recruits  for  the  Ruffian 
army,  and  mariners  for  their  fleet,  and  the  de- 
fed  of  corn  in  Livonia,  neceflary  for  their  fup- 

port : 
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A.  D.  port :  that  the  King  once  more  made  the  Emprefs 
175&  the  offer  of  peace  or  war :  that  if  fhe  chofe  peace, 
he  expe&ed  a  clear  and  formal  declaration,  con- 
lifting  of  a  pofitive  affurance,  that  ihe  had  no  in¬ 
tention  to  attack  the  King  either  this  year,  or  the 
next :  and  that  he  fhould  look  upon  any  ambigu¬ 
ous  anfwer,  as  a  declaration  oi  war. 

The  Emprefs  Queen  difdaining,  as  fhe  faid,  to 
be  thus  dictated  to  by  a  Prince  01  the  iimpiie, 
returned  a  more  haughty,  and  lefs  fatisfadtory ,  an¬ 
fwer,  to  fo  juft  and  equitable  a  demand,  than  the 
former  •,  and  in  fuch  terms,  as  left  no  doubt  of 
the  bad  intentions  of  the  court  of  Vienna.  She 
retorted  upon  the  King  of  Pruffia  the  accufation 
of  military  preparations  :  “  His  Majefty  the  King 
of  Pruffia,  faid  ihe,  had  been  already  employed, 
for  fome  time,  in  all  kinds  of  the  moft  confider- 
able  preparations  of  war  ;  and  the  moll,  dnquiet- 
ing,  with  regard  to  the  public  tranquility;  when 
on"  the  twenty-ftxth  of  laft  month,  that  Prince 
thought  fit  to  order  explanations  to  be  demanded 
of  her  Majefty,  the  Emprefs  Queen,  upon  the 
military  difpofitions,  which  were  making  in  her 
dominions,  and  which  had  not  been  refolved 
upon,  till  after  all  the  preparations,  which  his 
Pruffun  Majefty  had  already  made.55  She  appeal¬ 
ed  for  the  truth  of  thefe  fads  to  all  Europe  :  and 
then  continued  and  faid,  “  That  her  Majefty,  the 
Emprefs  Queen,  might  have  declined  giving  ex¬ 
planations  upon  objedls,  which  did  not  require 
them ;  that  however  Ihe  had  been  pleafed  to  do 
it,  and  to  declare  with  her  own  mouth,  to  M. 

Klinggraffe, 
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Klinggraffe,  in  the  audience  {he  had  granted  to  A.  D. 
him  on  the  26th  of  July,  44  That  the  critical  *7j6’ 

64  flate  of  public  affairs  made  her  look  upon  the 
ec  meafures,  which  fire  was  taking,  as  neceffary  for 
54  her  own  fafety,  and  that  of  her  allies :  and 
44  that,  in  other  refpedts,  they  did  not  tend  to  the 
44  prejudice  of  any  one:  that  her  Majefty,  the 
44  Emprefs  Queen,  had  undoubtedly  a  right  to 
44  form  what  judgment  fire  pleafed  on  the  circum- 
44  fiances  of  the  times  and  that  it  belonged  like- 
44  wife  to  none  but  herfelf,  to  eftimate  her  dan- 
44  gers  :  That  befides,  her  declaration  was  fo  clear, 

44  that  (he  could  never  have  it  imagined,  that  it 
44  could  be  thought  otherwife :  That  being  ac- 
44  cuffomed  to  receive,  as  well  as  to  pra&ife,  the  at- 
44  tendons,  which  fovereigns  owe  to  each  other, 

44  file  could  not  hear  without  aftonifiiment,  and 
“  the  jufteft  fenfibiliry,  the  contents  of  the  raemo- 
44  rial  prefented  y  by  M  Klinggraffe:  That  this 
memorial  was  fuch,  both  as  to  the  matter,  and 
44  the  expreftions,  that  her  Majeffy,  the  Emprefs 
44  Queen,  \*ou!d  find  herfelf  under  a  neceffity  to 
tranigrefs  the  bounds  of  that  moderation,  which 
44  file  had  preferred  herfelf,  were  {he  to  anfwer 
44  the  whole  of  the  contents.  But  neverthelefs, 
file  was  pleafed,  in  anlwer  thereunto,  to  declare. 

That  the  informations,  given  to  his'  Prufiian 
Majefty,  of  an  offenfive  alliance  againft  him, 

44  between  her  Majeffy  the  Emprefs  Queen,  and 
44  her '  Majefty  the  Emprefs  of  Raffia,  as  alfo, 

r  On  the  20th  of  July. 


6  2 


The  GENERAL  HISTORY  of 

A.  D.  “  all  the  circumftances  and  pretended  ftipulations 
<c  0f  the  faid  alliance,  were  abfolutely  falfe  and 
“  invented ;  and  that  no  fuch  treaty  againft  his 
“  Pruffian  Majefty  did  exift,  or  ever  had  exifted : 

“  and  concluded  with  retorting  the  dreadful  events 
«  of  the  war  upon  his  Pruffian  Majelty.” 

The  moment  his  Pruffian  Majefty  was  advifed 
of  this  condud  and  refolution  of  the  court  of 
King  of  Vienna,  he  gave  orders  for  his  troops  to  enter 
troop* or-  Saxony  •,  determined,  if  he  was  obliged  to  enter 
dered  to  }nto  a  war?  t0  remove  the  calamities  thereof,  as 
Saxony,  far  from  his  own  dominions,  into  the  enemy  s 
country,  as  he  poffibly  could. 

When  this  vigorous  ftep  had  (hewn  the  Emprefs 
Queen  that  he  was  reiolved  not  to  be  trifled  with  ; 
the  King  of  Pruffia,  hoping  that  his  readinefs  for 
a  war,  and  his  immediate  taking  the  field,  might 
bring  her  to  a  better  fenfe  and  difpofition,  he  once 
King  of  more  applied  by  his  minifter  at  Vienna,  with  a 
Prufiia’s  promtfe  t0  recall  his  forces ;  provided  (he  would 

ultimate  r  .  n  \  1  -  u 

attempt  to  {olemnly  declare  that  his  dominions  mould  not  be 
ST* 4  invaded.  But  this  was  prod udive  of  no  better 
effedl,  than  his  former  demands.  He  accordingly 
proceeded  with  his  army. 

Remarks  Let  us  flop  a  moment,  and  duly  weigh  the 
fwer'aiven  anfwer  given  by  the  Emprefs  Queen  to  the  demand 
bytheEm-  0f  King  of  Pruffia,  to  which  the  King  did 
totheKlng  aferibe  the  neceffity  of  having  recourfe  to  arms  ; 
of  Pruffia.  and  on  which  was  kindled  the  flames  of  a  long  and 

bloody  war. 

The  Emprefs  Queen  appeals  to  all  Europe  for 
the  truth  of  certain  fadls,  to  which  fhe  affixes  a 
j  primary 
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primary  hoftile  intention,  difpofition  and  prepara¬ 
tion  in  the  King  of  Pruffia.  Thefe  fafts  amount 
to  no  more  than  the  march  of  four  regiments  of 
Pruffians  into  Pomerania,  on  advice  that  the 
Ruffians  were  very  numerous  and  in  motion  upon 
the  frontiers  of  that  part  of  his  dominions,  in  the 
month  of  June  :  and  his  orders  alfo  to  put  the  for¬ 
tress  of  that  country,  into  a  ftate  of  defence. 
Which  is  a  moft  weak  facft  or  reafon  to  be  affigned 
for  the  aflembling  80,000  Auftrians  in  Bohemia 
and  Moravia ;  though  it  is  here  taken  up  to  palliate 
the  bad  intentions  of  the  court  of  Vienna.  The 
King  of  Pruffia  did  alio  fend  three  regiments  of 
foot  from  Weftphalia  to  Halberftadt,  when  he 
learned,  that  the  Auflnan  army  was  aflembled  in 
Bohemia,  But  he  did  not  order  a  fingle  regiment 
into  Silefia  ;  keeping  his  troops  quiet  in  their  garri- 
fons,  without  horfes  and  other  necefiaries  for  an 
army,  which  is  to  encamp,  or  preparing  for  an  in- 
vafion,  that  he  might  avoid  every  thing,  that  could 
give  umbrage  to  the  court  of  Vienna. 

However  the  Auftrians  having  caufed  another 
camp  to  be  marked  out  near  a  town,  named  Hot- 
zenplotz,  on  a  fpot  of  ground  laying  between  the 
fortrefies  of  Neifie  and  Cofel,  and  their  army  ia 
Bohemia  making  difpofitions  to  occupy  the  camp 
of  Jaromits,  within  four  miles  of  Silefia;  the 
King  of  Pruffia  thought  it  time  to  take  fuch  fteps 
towards  providing  for  his  own  fafety  and  fupporting 
his  dignity,  as  in  wifdom,  good  policy  and  power 
he  was  able  :  whereby  his  Majefty  was  fo  far  from 
deferving  the  imputation  of  any  often  five  intention 

againft 
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. againft  itbe  Houfe  of  Apftpa,  that,  it  is  evident, 
he  contented  himfelf  with  negociating,  while 
the  Etnprefs  .Queen  was  diligently  and  vigoroufly 
arming  againft  him  •,  and  that<  his  military  prepa¬ 
rations  >were,  only  in  confequence  of,  and  far  from 
being  equal  to,  thole  of  the  Auftrians.  So  that 
the  appeal,  to  fads,  on  which  the  court  of  Vienna 
laid  fo  much  ftrefs,  recoils  with  greater  force 
againft  themfelves,  and  lets  their  ill  defigns  in  a 
much-fuller  light. 

Where  her  Imperial  Majefty  afferts  that  fhe  had 
given  the  Pruffian  refident  a  clear  declaration  in 
anfwer  to  his  memorial,  it  is  very  evident,  that  it 
was  impoiiible  from  thence  to  underftand  who  were 
meant  by  her  allies,  threatned  with  war  ?  For,  it 
could  not  be  thought,  that  tire  King  of  Pruffia 
would  be  fo  weak,  as  to  attack  either  France,  or 
Ruffia,  with  only  the  four  regiments  fent  into 
Pomerania.  Or,  is  it  very  clear,  that  the  Em- 
prefs  Queen  would  not  attack  Pruffia,  by  faying, 
fire  did  not  intend  to  prejudice  any  body.  His 
Majefty  only  defired  that  he  might,  by  name,  be 
allured  to  reign  unmolefted  by  her  arms  :^and  as 
fhe  refilled  to  give  him  that;  affurance,  her  declara¬ 
tion  was  not  clear,  and  he  was  juftified  to  take 
fuch  meafures,  as  he  was  able,  to  defend  himielf, 
and  to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  his  enemy  to 

hurt  him. 

But  the  Emprefs  Queen  condefcendeth  to  de¬ 
clare,  That  all  the  circumftances  and  ftipulations 
of  the  alliance  with  Ruffia,  pretended  to  be  de- 

flruftive  to  Pruffia,  were  abfolutely  falfe  and  in¬ 
vented. 
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vented.  To  be  fure  this  is  a  clear  or  direct  aCcuf-  A.  D, 
ing  the  King  of  Pruffia  of  averting  a  falfhood,  17561 
and  a  fiction  of  his  own.  But  it  is  to  be  feared, 
that,  notwithftanding  this  accufation  or  declara¬ 
tion  comes  from  the  mouth  of  an  Emprefs  Queen, 
it  will  be  found  to  carry  in  it  an  equivocation  or 
mental  refervation  unbecoming  the  meaneft  fub- 
jecft.  If  we  examine  this  claufe  upon  circumftan^ 
ces  only,  it  will  be  found  that  there  was  certainly 
a  concert  or  confpiracy  between  the  two  Empreffes 
againft  fome  body.  In  the  beginning  of  June  the 
Ruffian  troops  approached  the  frontiers  of  Pruffia. 

An  army  of  70,000  men  was  formed  in  Livonia, 
at  the  fame  time  the  Auftrians  affiembled  in  Bo¬ 
hemia,  under  the  name  of  an  army  of  obferva-* 
tion  :  and  when  the  Ruffian  troops  received  orders 
to  return  into  their  quarters,  not  being  able  to 
march  forward  for  want  of  corn ;  the  Auftrian 
camps  were  alio  put  off  till  next  year.  But  his 
Pruffian  Majefty  had  more  fubftantial  proofs  of 
the  confpiracy  formed  between  Auftria,  Ruffia, 
and  Saxony  againft  his  perfon  and  dominions ;  a 
confpiracy,  that  had  been  forging  ever  fince  the 
year  174  5Z- 

His  Pruffian  Majefty  had  in  his  own  poffeffion 
moft  authentic  proofs  of  their  treaties,  at  that 
very  time,  he  ordered  his  refiaent  at  Vienna  to 
intimate  his  knowledge  of  thofe  dangerous  prac¬ 
tices  between  the  two  Empreffes  and  Saxony,  for 
his  ruin  ;  which  ftiall  appear  in  their  proper  place  ; 

z  See  Vo!.  I.  page  262,  263,  264, 
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A.  D.  but  he  would  have  been  contented  to  hear  the 
•7S6-  court  of  Vienna  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  deny¬ 
ing  projefts,  which  could  do  no  honour  to  their 
moderation  ;  and  to  Have  off  a  bloody  and  ex- 
penfive  war,  with  a  promife  not  to  be  attacked 

either  in  that,  or  in  the  next  year. 

This  requeft,  not  to  be  molefted  for  two  years, 
by  one,  that  had  a  right  to  claim  the  fecurity  of 
peace  by  the  faith  of  treaty,  he  had  not  violated, 
and  was  defirous  to  keep,  was  far  from  being  im¬ 
pertinent  or  imperious  •,  and  it  was  the  mod  efien- 
tial  article  in  the  memorial.  It  was  a  matter  of 
right ;  and  a  condition,  without  which  war  muft 
certainly  commence  :  yet  this  is  the  precife  article 
to  which  no  manner  of  anfwer  was  given.  A 
filence,  that  fufficiently  difcovers  the  real  inten¬ 
tions  of  the  court  of  Vienna. 

Endea-  Thus,  the  court  of  Vienna,  by  haughty  and 
vours  “e  difdainful  anfwers,  endeavoured  to  provoke  the 
Kins  of6  pruffian  monarch  to  leek  for  fafety  by  the  way  of 
ago-refibr^6  arms  i  in  order  (as  we  have  feen  in  the  conduft  of 
France  towards  Great  Britain)  to  find  a  pretext  to 
throw  the  breach  of  faith  upon  him.  And  he 
was,  in  the  end,  obliged  to  aft  in  an  hoftile  cha¬ 
racter :  but  neither  Pruftia,  nor  Great  Britain, 
can  be  deemed  aggreffors,  where  Rates  or  poten¬ 
tates  are  detefted  in  hoftile  practices  or  intrigues, 

under  the  fecurity  of  the  facred  name  of  peace  \ 

The 

a  By  aggrejjion,  is  underftood  every  aft,  which  is  diametri¬ 
cally  oppofite  to  the  fenfe  of  a  treaty  of  peace.  An  offenfive 

league the  furring  up  of  enemies,  and  prompting  them  to 
6  make 
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The  Pruffian  army  put  into  motion,  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  miniiler  at  Drefden  demanded h  a  private 
audience  of  the  King  of  Poland  Eledlor  of  Saxony, 
and  delivered  himfelf  to  this  effedl,  “  That  his 
royal  mailer  the  King  of  Pruffia,  finding  himfelf 
obliged  by  the  Emprefs  Queen  to  attack  her,  and 
to  march  into  Bohemia  through  the  territories  of 
Saxony,  he  accordingly  in  the  name  of  the  Kino- 
of  Pruffia,  demanded  a  paffage  through  the  eledlo- 
ral  dominions  of  his  Poliih  Majeffy,  promifing 
that  they  fhould  obferve  the  ftridleft  difcipline,  and 
take  all  the  care  of  the  country,  that  the  circum- 
ilances  would  permit ;  and  that  his  Poliih  Majeily 
and  his  royal  family,  might  at  the  fame  time  de¬ 
pend  upon  being  in  perfect  fafety,  and  of  having 
thegreateil  refpebl  paid  them  on  the  part  of  his 
Pruffian  Majeily.  He  then  added,  that  there 
could  be  no  room  for  furprife  that  the  King  of 

make  war  upon  another  power defigns  of  invading  another 
Prince  s  dominions  ; — a  fudden  irruption  ; — All  thefe  diffe¬ 
rent  circumftances  are  fo  man y  aggreffions  •,  although  the  lad 
only,  can  be  properly  called  an  hojiility. 

Whoever  prevents  thefe  aggreflions,  may  commit  hoJUUties ; 
but  is  not  the  aggrejjir . — In  the  fucceffion  war,  when  the 
troops  in  Savoy  were  in  the  French  army  in  Lombardy,  the 
Duke  of  Savoy  made  a  treaty  with  the  Emperor  againft 
France  The  French  di farmed  thefe  troops,  and  carried  the 
war  into  Piedmont it  was  therefore  the  Duke  of  Savoy, 
who  was  the  cggreflr ;  and  the  French  who  committed  the 
firft  bojlilities.  The  league  of  Cambray  was  an  aggretfon 
If  the  Venetians  had,  then,  prevented  their  enemies,  they 
would  have  committed  the  firft  bojlilities ;  but  they  would  not 
have  been  the  aggrejfors. 

h  On  the  29th  of  Auguft. 

E  2 


6y 

A.  D. 
I756* 

King  of 
Pruffia  de¬ 
mands  a 
paffage  for 
his  army 
through 
Saxony. 


Pruffia 


68 


The  GENERAL  HISTORY  or 

A.  D.  PrufTia  ihould  take  fuch  meafures,  at  the  prefent 
*756'  conjunflure,  as  might  prevent  a  return  of  what 
happened  in  the  year  I744»  an^  that  the  neceffity, 
which  the  King  his  matter  was  under  of  attting  in 
this  manner,  could  only  be  imputed  to  the  calami¬ 
ty  of  the  times,  and  to  the  behaviour  of  the  court 
of  Vienna.” 

His  Polifh  His  Polifh  Majefty,  confcious  of  the  private 

Maiefty’s  engagements,  between  himfelf  and  the  confederate 

conduct  o  o  ’  _  r  rt  rr  jr 

and  an-  Empreffes,  again  ft  the  King  ot  Pruffia,  and  or 
his  own  inability  to  difpute  the  demand  made  by 
the  Pruffian  minifter,  anfwered,  “  That,  as  he 
was  at  peace  with  all  the  world,  and  under  no  en¬ 
gagement  relative  to  the  prefent  objeft,  with  any 
of  the  powers  actually  at  war,  or  with  any  of  thofe 
about  to  enter  into  it,  he  did  not  expe<ft  a  requili- 
tion  in  the  form  it  had  been  made  to  him,  neither 
could  he  conceive  the  end  of  making  fuch  a  de¬ 
claration  :  but  that  he  ftiould  give  an  anfwer  upon 
this  fubjeft  in  writing,  and  hoped  that  his  Pruffian 
Majefty,  contenting  himfelf  with  a  quiet  palfage, 
would  neither  forget  the  refpecft  due  to  afovereign, 
nor  that,  which  all  the  members  of  the  Germanic 
body  reciprocally  owe  to  each  other.” 

But,  dreading  the  confequences  of  admitting 
the  army  of  a  doubtful  friend,  and  of  a  Prince, 
who  had  thrown  out  fufficient  hints  of  the  difco- 
veries  he  had  made  in  the  negociations  of  the 
Saxon  cabinet,  to  his  prejudice,  his  Polifli  Ma- 
Affembles  jefty  colle&ed  his  whole  force,  with  all  the  dili- 
h»  troops,  o-encg  his  circumftances  would  permit,  in  order 
to  command  fome  refpeft,  and,  at  leaft,  to  make 
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fome  ftand  againft  the  worft  attempts,  till  his  A ■  D* 
confederates  might  fend  him  fuch  relief,  as  the 
nature  of  his  diftrefs  and  of  their  common  caufe 
required.  Thefe  troops,  already  raifed,  as  the 
King  of  Pruffia  had  intelligence,  to  favour  the  de¬ 
signs  of  the  high  contracting  powers  againft  his 
Majefty,  were  ordered  to  fortify  themfelves  in 
the  ftrong  fortrefs  of  Pirna. 

In  the  mean  time  his  Poliffi  Majefty  ordered  a  Gives  a 
written  anfwer  to  be  delivered  to  M.  de  Malzahn  Trittenan- 

’  iwer  to  the 

which  declared,  “  That  his  Maiefty  the  Kino-  of Kin?  of 
Poland,  defiring  nothing  more  ardently  than  the  demand! 
peace  of  the  Roman  Empire,  was  extremely  dif- 
pleafed  to  hear  of  the  differences  between  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria  and  Brandenburgh,  fo  as  to  oc- 
cafion  the  march  of  the  Pruffian  troops  into  Bo¬ 
hemia  :  but  that  he  did  not  refufe  the  requifition 
of  a  paffage  for  thefe  troops  through  his  domi¬ 
nions,  provided  they  did  no  damage  in  their 
march  -,  and  that  his  Polifh  Majefty  did  rely  for 
this,  and  that  the  Pruftian  troops  fhould  oblerve 
a  ftrict  difcipline,  upon  the  declaration  of  his 
Pruffian  Majefty.”  He  further  faid,  “  That  he 
expedted  his  Pruffian  Majefty  Ihould  previoufiy 
make  known  at  what  time,  through  what  place, 
and  in  what  numbers,  his  troops  were  to  pafs,  in 
order  that  the  King  of  Poland  might  appoint  com- 
miflaries,  and  give  them  inftrudtions  how  to  di- 
redl  the  troops  in  their  march  :  that  he  hoped  his 
Pruffian  Majefty,  as  a  friend  and  good  neighbour, 
would  pay  a  regard  to  the  bad  fituation  of  the 
country,  and  the  fcarcity  occafioned  by  the  indif- 
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fererit  harveft,  that  year  •,  that  he  would  caufe 
ready  money  and  a  market  price  to  be  paid  by  his 
troops  for  every  thing  his  troops  might  want  *, 
and  that  he  would  let  their  flay  be  as  fhort  as  pof- 
fible.”  Then  his  Polifh  Majefty  confcfifed  his  fur- 
prize  at  his  Pruffian  Majefiy’s  obferving  in  his 
declaration,  that  the  refledtion  of  what  happened 
in  the  year  1744  fhould  occafion  his  taking  mea- 
fures  again  ft  the  like  events ;  the  difference  of  the 
fituation  of  affairs,  at  that  time  and  this,  being  very 
great.  For  the  King  of  Poland  has  the  ftrongeft 
reafons  to  keep  fteadfaftly  to  the  treaty  of  Drefden  •, 
in  conformity  to  which  he  affiduoufly  applied 
himfelf  to  cultivate  the  friendfhip  of  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  powers,  and  that  upon  this  principle  he 
flattered  himfelf,  that  the  King  of  Pruffia  would 
reft  fatisfied  of  his  intention  not  to  take  any  part  in 
the  differences  that  have  ariften  between  his  Pruffian 
Majefty  and  the  Emprefs  Queen  \  which  he  had  al¬ 
ready  feveral  times  declared  to  the  Pruffian  mini- 
fter,  and  did  confirm  by  thefe  prefents  :  conclud¬ 
ing,  that  fuch  ftrong  aflfurances,  as  thefe,  ought 
to  fatisfy  the  King  of  Prufiia,  and  prevent  his 
requiring  any  thing  of  his  Polifh  Majefty,  or  his 
fubjedls,  contrary  to  the  liberty  of  a  prince  of  the 
Empire,  or  that  fhould  oblige  him  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  the  Germanic  body  and  the  guarantees 
of  the  treaties  of  the-  peace,  for  the  due  execu¬ 
tion  of  thole  treaties  c.” 

The 

O  This  declaration  was  fent  to  the  King  of  Pruffia  by  Lord 
Stormont,  the  Bricifh  miniller,  accompanied  by  the  Count 
of  Salmont,  one  of  the  Saxon  minifters.  His  Pruffian  Ma- 

jefly 
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The  infincerity  and  fallacy  of  this  declaration 
was  too  palpable  to  efcape  the  difcernment  of  his 
Pruffian  Majefty,  already  in  poffeffion  of  the  real  ceiled  by 
intentions,  and  inimical  agreement  of  the  court  ^p^ofa. 
of  Drefden,  witK  the  Emprefs  Queen  and  the 
Emprefs  of  Ruffia  :  and  as  it  was  the  very  thing 
he  expected  in  anfwer  to  his  requifition,  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  had  taken  fuch  previous  meafures,  as  to  be 
prepared  immediately  to  execute  the  firft  part  of 
his  plan,  which  was  to  difarm  one  of  his  moft  Reafons 
dangerous  enemies  :  for,  tho’  Saxony  could  not  be  ^0pr0nizins 
looked  upon  in  a  capaciry  to  cope  with  the  ftrength  Saxon>'- 
of  Prufiia,  the  contiguity  of  the  Elector’s  domi¬ 
nions  with  Brandenburg,  and  the  fituation  of  that 
Electorate  was  fuch,  that  it  would  have  been  a 
continual  inlet  for  the  confederates,  and  a  barrier 
againft  his  Pruffian  Majefty’s  attempts  upon  Bo¬ 
hemia  :  fo  that  by  feizing  upon  Saxony,  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  got  clear  of  an  almoft  domeftic  foe*  opened 
a  ready  way  into  Bohemia  ;  and  fecured  a  re- 

jefty  received  them  very  politely,  heard  their  propofals,  and 
told  them,  “  That  he  heartily  wifhed  the  King  of  Poland 
would  confirm  thefe  fentiments  by  his  aftions  :  That  he  de- 
fired  nothing  more,  than  the  neutrality  propofed  to  his  Polifh 
Majefty  ;  but  that  in  order  to  render  that  neutrality  more  fe- 
cure  and  lefs  liable  to  variation,  it  would  be  proper  for  his 
Polifh  Majefty  to  feparate  his  army,  and  to  fend  the  troops 
he  had  affembled  at  Pirna,  back  into  quarters  5  and  that, 
after  he  had  given  this  proof  of  his  upright  intentions,  he 
himfelf  would  take  a  pleafure,  by  an  equal  condefeenfion,  in 
fhewing  an  equal  difpofition  to  give  real  marks  of  his  friend- 
fhip  for  his  Polifh  Majefty,  and  to  concert  with  him,  what 
meafures  might  be  proper  to  be  taken,  according  to  the  fitua¬ 
tion  of  affairs. 

E  4 


treat 


yi  The  GENERAL  HISTORY  of 

A-  D.  treat  in  cafe  of  a  mifcarriage.  Be  that  as  it  will ; 

17561  the  fate  of  Saxony  was  determined  to  anfwer  the 
defigns  of  Pruffia. 

Ecfolution  His  firft  objett,  therefore,  being  to  difarm  the 
dieSaxons.  Saxon  troops,  already  formed  in  a  body,  with 
their  King  at  their  head,  he  was  to  drive  them  into 
fuch  a  fituation,  as  might  difable  them  from 
aftion,  or  from  joining  either  the  Auftrians  or 
Ruffians,  in  cafe  of  an  attempt,  from  either,  or 
both  of  thofe  powers,  to  fuccour  and  refcue  the 
King  of  Poland  ;  as  he  had  reafon  to  expert  would 
be  done.  In  this  expedtation  the  King  of  Poland, 
with  his  two  fons,  Xaverius  and  Charles d,  retired 
from  Drefden,  as  a  place  the  lead  tenable,  and 
fled  before  his  invader  to  a  camp  between  Pirna 
and  Konigftein,  entrenched  and  provided  with  a 
numerous  train  of  artillery,  deemed  impregnable, 
and  the  only  place  in  his  eledlorate  to  make  a  ftand 
againft  a  formidable  enemy,  and  to  preferve  a 
communication  with  his  ally  the  Queen  of  Hun¬ 
gary  e.  And  in  this  opinion  the  King  of  Pruffia 

d  The  Queen  and  the  reft  of  the  royal  family  remained  at 
Drefden, 

e  The  Saxon  army  having  been  raifed,  and  this  ftrong 
camp  marked  out  and  fortified,  in  fo  extraordinary  a  manner, 
when  no  enemy  appeared,  to  require  fuch  an  armament,  gives 
great  reafon  to  fufpeft  the  pacific  intentions  of  the  King  of 
Poland  towards  Pruffia ;  and  that  finding  by  the  demands 
made  by  the  Pruilian  refident  at  Vienna,  that  the  intrigues 
and  agreement  of  Saxony  to  his  prejudice  were  difcovered, 
the  King  of  Poland,  confcious  of  his  own  guilt,  had  taken 
this  meafure  to  provide  for  his  own  fafety  againft  fuch  a  vift- 
tation, 

proceeded 

1  . , 


c  Af  lfaP°A&e  Seal  of  War  in  Grrmany  Vc.  Jbermnj  the  Places  where  and  at 
what  tune  the  Battles  were  Foiylt  bj  tie  Eng  of Prufeia  and  his Allies,, during  lie  hate 
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proceeded  with  his  operations.  He  entered  Sax- 
ony  at  the  head  of  an  army  powerful  enough  to 
drive  his  Polifh  Majefty  from  his  capital ;  which, 
at  all  events,  he  was  refolved  to  get  into  his  pof- 
feffion,  it  being  the  only  place  to  find  the  ori¬ 
ginals  of  thofe  copies  he  had  obtained,  of  the 
confederacy  againft  him ;  and  he  arranged  the 
reft  of  his  troops  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  give 
no  fufpicion  of  their  real  deftination  to  favour  his 
defigns  upon  the  fortrefs  of  Pirna :  his  chief  com¬ 
manders  themfelves  not  being  trufted  with  any 
more  than  temporary  inftrudtions  for  their  mo¬ 
tions. 

Thus,  while  the  main  army  was  employed  in  Meafure* 
the  furprife  of  Drefden,  and  reducing  the  open 
country,  and  the  untenable  places,  to  the  Prufiian 
dominion  ;  two  confiderable  armies  were  formed  hernia,  &c. 
in  Upper  and  Lower  Silefia,  to  occupy  the  pafles 
communicating  with  the  circles  of  Bunczlaw  and 
Konigin-Gratz :  befides  another  body  aflembled 
at  Glatz.  By  which  means  he  could  cover  Silefia 
from  any  attempts  made  by  the  Auftrians  •,  and  he 
could  advance  into  Bohemia,  without  interruption, 
in  cafe  he  found  it  necelfary  to  meet  the  enemy  on 
their  own  territories ;  one  of  which  feemed  to  be 
the  moft  probable  intention  of  his  Prufiian  Ma¬ 
jefty  :  but  this  difpofition  was  no  more  than  a  / 

piece  of  good  generalftiip,  to  keep  the  enemy- 
fixed  upon  a  wrong  and  diftant  objecft,  while  his 
Majefty  gained  time  to  carry  his  main  defign  into 
execution.  So  that,  when  Prince  Ferdinand  of 
Brunfwick,  entrufted  with  the  command  of  the 

forces 
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forces  upon  the  frontiers  of  Bohemia,  was  ad¬ 
vanced  to  Gros*Kugel,  and  not  before,  he  had 
inftrudlions  to  turn  off,  and  to  take  the  rout  of 
Leipfic  :  and  when  he  had  got  poflfeffion  of  this 
city,  he  received  further  orders,  to  continue  his 
malrch  along  the  Elbe,  to  get  behind  Pirna,  to 
cut  off  the  avenues  through  which  the  Saxon 
army  was  fupplied  with  provilions,  and  to  attempt 
every  thing  to  diftrefs  and  (hut  the  Saxons  up, 
and  to  prevent  their  jun&ion  with,  and  their  re¬ 
lief  from  the  Auftrians.  Ail  which  that  prince 
performed  in  the  moft  precife  and  effectual  man¬ 
ner,  for  the  fervice  of  his  royal  mafler. 

When  the  King  of  Pruffia  entered  the  Saxon 
territory,  he  publilhed  a  manifefto,  “  pleading  the 
neceflity,  to  which  he  was  driven  by  the  equivocal 
condudt  and  dangerous  views  of  the  court  of  Vi¬ 
enna,  for  taking  luch  a  difagreeable  refolution  to 
enter  the  hereditary  dominions  of  his  Polifh  Ma- 
jefty,  Eleftor  of  Saxony,  with  an  armed  force  : 
and  at  the  fame  time  protefting,  in  the  prelence 
of  God  and  man,  that  nothing  fbould  have  in¬ 
duced  him  to  take  fuch  a  ftep  againft  a  Prince,  for 
whom  he  had  the  greateft  perfonal  refpedt  and 
friendfhip,  had  he  not  been  forced  thereunto  by 
the  laws  of  war,  the  fatality  of  the  prelent  com¬ 
binations,  and  the  neceflity  of  providing  for  the 
defence  of  his  own  dominions.  He  then  put  the 
Saxons  in  mind  of  his  tendernefs  towards  their 
Sovereign,  in  the  year  1744,  and  remonftrated 
againft  thofe  councils,  which  engaged  him  to  fa¬ 
vour  the  enemies  of  Pruffia  :  adding,  that  it  was 

from 
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from  the  apprehenfions  of  being  expofed  again  to 
their  intrigues,  he  was  compelled  to  purfue  luch 
meafures  for  his  own  fafety,  as  prudence  had 
dictated  :  but  at  the  fame  time,  he  affirmed,  in 
the  mod:  folemn  manner,  that  he  entertained  no 
hoftile  intention  againft  his  Polifh  Majefty,  or  any 
of  his  dominions :  that  his  troops  did  not  enter 
Saxony  as  enemies,  being  under  command  to  ob- 
ferve  the  belt  order  and  mod  exaCt  difcipline  :  and 
concluded  with  proteftations  of  his  ardent  wiffies 
for  the  happy  moment,  in  which  he  might  reftore 
the  public  tranquility,  and  his  Polifh  Majefty’s 
hereditary  dominions,  which  he  was  obliged  to 
feize  by  way  of  pledge  for  his  own  fafety.” 

At  Leipfic  Prince  Ferdinand  apologized  for  his  PrinceFer- 
hoflile  vifit,  by  another,  declaration  or  manifefto, 

“  which  promifed,  in  the  name  of  his  Pruffian  non,  &c. 

r  at  Leipfic. 

Majefty,  to  confider  and  defend  the  Saxons,  as 
if  they  were  his  own  fubjeCts  •,  and  he  allured 
them,  That  he  had  given  precife  orders  for  his 
troops  to  obferve  exaCt  difcipline.”  But  the  fe- 
verity,  with  which  the  following  refolutions  of 
thefe  vifitors_,  under  the  name  of  friends,  were 
attended,  foon  convinced  them,  that  his  Pruffian 
Majefty  was  determined  to  treat  that  electorate  in 
the  fame  manner,  as  the  dominions  of  an  open 
enemy. 

His  firft  mark  of  friendffiip  exhibited  itfelf  in 
an  order  for  the  inhabitants  of  Leipfic  to  provide 
his  army  with  provifions,  at  a  lofing  price,  on  pain 
of  military  execution.  This  was  immediately  fol¬ 
lowed,  in  the  evening  of  the  fame  day,  by  an  or-* 

1  der 
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f756.'  der  for  the  payment  of  all  taxes  and  cuftoms  to 
the  King  of  Pruffia ;  by  feizing  on  the  cuftom- 
houfe  and  excife-office  ;  and  by  obliging  the  mer¬ 
chants  to  open  the  magazines  of  corn  and  meal 
for  the  ufe  of  his  army. 

Kmg  of  At  Drefden,  which  city  had  been  deferted  by 

Pruluas  UT^-.rr>ij  .  ,  1 

conduft at  tne  Iving  or  Poland,  and  his  military  power;  and 

SwSds’  was  entered  without  oppofition  by  the  King  of 
the  Queen.  Pruffia  ;  an  officer  was  ordered  by  his  Majefty  to 
wait  upon  the  Queen  of  Poland,  with  the  ftrongeft 
affiurances  of  reipedt  and  lecurity  for  her  perfon 
and  family  ;  but  foon  after  he  returned  with  a 
peremptory  demand  for  the  keys  of  her  hufband’s 
royal  archives,  cabinets  and  treafures :  To  which  ffie 
was  at  laft  forced  to  fubmit,  notwithftanding  her 
utmoft  endeavours  to  divert  his  Pruffian  Majefty 
from  fuch  a  violent  and  unprecedented  a&ion,  un- 
Erefts  a  der  the  roof  of  her  own  palace.  His  Majefty 
niftration,  ordered  the  fortifications  of  Wirtemberg  to  be 
&c*  blown  up ;  and  Torgau  to  be  fortified,  at  which 
place  he  eftabliffied  the  feat  of  government  un¬ 
der  a  Pruffian  miniftry  f :  for  the  fame  officer, 
who  demanded  the  keys  of  her  Poliffi  Majefty, 
acquainted  the  minifters  of  ftate  and  members  of 
the  council,  that  the  King  of  Pruffia  fhould  have 
no  occafion  for  their  fervice,  but  would  appoint 
proper  perfons  to  fill,  and  difcharge  the  duties  of 
then  places  and  offices.  Baron  Wyllech  was  ap- 

A1I  offices  for  public  bufinefs,  belonging  to  the  Pruffian 
army,  are  eftablifhed  here.  The  cafh  and  treafure  of  the 
army  was  kept  here,  and  this  was  the  place  where  contribu¬ 
tions  and  duties  of  all  kinds  were  ordered  to  be  paid. 

pointed 
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pointed  the  Pruffian  governor  of  Drefden ;  he  A-  D- 
made  prifoners  of  all  the  Saxon  officers  found  in  I?s6‘ 
that  city,  and  obliged  them  to  fwear  not  to  ferve  suapx". 
againft  the  King  his  mailer,  before  they  could  be  on  officers 

1  r  i  r  i  and 

releaied  j  and  he  traniported  down  the  Elbe  totaryimph*- 
Magdeburgh  all  the  artillery,  arms  and  other  mi-  men£t“ 
litary  {lores,  which  had  been  privately  laid  up  in 
the  arfenals  and  magazines  of  the  capital. 

The  King  of  Pruffia,  keeping  his  eye  ftill  prin-  His  head 
cipally  upon  the  military  power  of  Saxony,  which  quaitkTS’ 
had  cooped  themfelves  up  juft  in  the  fituation  he 
hoped  to  find  them,  fixed  his  head  quarters  at 
Seidlitz,  about  half  a  German  league  from  the 
Saxon  camp  at  Pirna  *,  fo  as  to  be  at  hand  to  in-  Advanta- 
tercept  all  convoys  of  provifions  for  that  camp,  f0en°“  sencta"f 
and  to  favour  the  operations,  with  which  he  had  his  tl00Ps* 
charged  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick,  who,  as 
obferved  before,  had  marched  along  the  Elbe,  and 
formed  a  chain  with  the  royal  army,  that  ex¬ 
tended  on  the  right  towards  the  frontiers  of  Bo¬ 
hemia,  feized  the  pafles,  that  lead  to  the  circles  of 
Satzer  and  Leutmeritz  in  that  kingdom,  where 
Prince  Ferdinand  took  poll  without  refillance. 

Such  was  the  diftrefs  of  the  Saxons,  when  his  King  of 
Poliffi  Majefty  applied,  in  a  memorial  addrefled  Ekaor’of 
to  all  the  courts  in  amity  with  Saxony,  for  redrefs,  Saxo»y’s 
which  was  couched  much  in  the  fame  ftile  and  memorial 
manner,  as  that  addrefled  to  their  Fiigh  Mighti-  ^ ea^nl1 
nefies,  by  the  Saxon  minifter  at  the  FFague.  ceedings. 

“  To  reprefent  to  you,  high  and  mighty  Lords, 
a  Hate  free,  tranquil  and  neuter,  invaded  by 
“  an  enemy,  who  covers  himfelf  under  the  name 
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“  of  friendlhip  s  who  without  alledging  the  leaft 
“  complaint,  or  any  pretenfions  whatfoever ;  but 
te  governing  himfelf  folely  by  his  conveniency, 
“  makes  himfelf  mafter,  by  armed  force,  of  all 
“  the  towns,  and  even  of  the  capital ;  difmantles 
“  places,  fuch  as  Wirtemburgh ;  fortifies  others, 
“  fuch  as  Torgau :  this  is  but  a  feeble  fketch  of 
“  the  oppreflions  under  which  the  faithful  fub- 
“  jeds  of  his  Majefty  groan  ;  the  burghers  dif- 
“  armed  ;  the  magiflrates  carried  off  to  ferve  as 
“  hoftages  for  the  unjuft  and  enormous  contri- 
tc  butions  for  provifions  and  forage  g  :  the  public 
“  coffers  feized,  the  revenues  of  the  Eledorate 
“  confifcated  ;  the  arfenals  of  Drefden,  of  Leip- 
“  fic,  of  Weifenfels  and  of  Zeift  broke  open,  the 
“  artillery  and  the  arms  plundered  and  tranfported 
“  to  Magdeburg ;  yet  all  thefe  were  no  more  than 
“  preliminaries  to  the  unheard  of  indignity  offered 
“  to  the  Queen ;  whofe  virtues  alone  ought  to 
“  have  commanded  refped  from  her  very  ene- 
“  mies.  It  was  from  the  facred  hands  of  that 
“  Princefs  the  archives  of  ftare  were  forced,  by 
“  menaces  and  violence;  notwithftanding  the  fe- 
“  curity,  which  her  Majefty  might  promife  to 
“  herfelf,  under  the  protedion  of  all  laws  human 
‘‘  and  divine  ;  and  notwithftanding  the  reiterated 
“  affurances  given  to  her  in  the  name  of  the  King 

g  The  deputies,  that  went  from  Leipfic  to  Prince  Ferdi¬ 
nand’s  head  quarters,  were  conducted  to  Torgau,  and  there 
detained,  as  fecurity  for  the  obedience  of  the  regency  of 
Leipfic,  and  for  the  payment  of  the  duties  and  contributions 
of  that  city. 
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‘4  of  Pruffia,  that  not  only  her  perfon  and  refi- 
“  dencc  Ihouid  be  abfolutely  fafe  ;  but  that  even 

the  Pruffian  garrifon  fhould  be  under  her  or- 
“  ders.” 

“  This  auguft  and  tender  mother  of  her  faith- 
“  ful  fubjedls,  who,  to  make  a  facdfice  to  the 
“  happinefs  of  the  Saxons,  had  remained  at  Dref- 
“  den,  expected,  in  the  midft  of  tumult,  to  go- 
te  vern  in  fecurity  the  ftates  of  her  auguft  confort, 

<c  who,  prompted  by  cares  equally  important, 

“  had  hafted  away  to  head  his  army,  to  defend 
<e  his  injured  honour,  and  to  give  to  the  zeal  and 
“  love  of  his  people,  what  they  had  ground  to 
<e  expedt  from  the  valour  and  firmnefs  of  fo  mag- 
“  nanimous  a  Prince :  But  fhe  has  been  deceived : 

“  fhe  is  not  only  deprived  of  the  government  ; 

“  the  activity  of  the  privy-council  is  alfo  taken 
“  away;  and,  inftead  of  the  legitimate  govern- 
<£  ment,  an  arbitrary  dire  Rory  is  lubftituted,  which 
“  acknowledges  no  other  right,  but  its  own 
“  will,  &c.” 

Whatever  advantages  his  Pruffian  Majefty  gained  J[s 
over  the  confederates  againft  him,  by  this  forcible 
pufh  to  difarm  Saxony,  and  by  treating  a  country 
with  the  rigour  of  martial  power,  which  had  given 
him  no  viftble  caufe  of  complaint  •,  the  King  of 
Poland,  Elector  of  Saxony,  by  infilling  upon  his 
own  innocence,  and  the  natural  right  he  had 
to  the  protedlion  of  the  laws  of  nations,  from  an 
invader  of  his  dominions  in  time  of  profound 
peace  and  by  expatiating  upon  the  perfidious 
and  tyrannical  conduit  of  his  Pruffian  Majefty 

and 
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and  his  officers,  raifed  the  attention  of  all  Europe, 
and  furnifhed  thofe,  who  were  moft  defirous  to 
break  with  Pruffia,  with  a  laudable  motive  to  arm 
in  defence  of  diftreffed  innocence  and  injured  Ma¬ 
jefty.  Even  thofe,  who  wifhed  well  to  the  Pruf- 
fian  hero  could  fcarce  reconcile  his  condud,  on  this 
o<;cafion,  withjuflice,  and  fomeof  his  bell  friends 
difavowed  their  knowledge  of  this  expedition,  and 
condemned  it. 

None  were  more  furprized  than  his  Britannic 
Majefty,  Eledor  of  Hanover,  Pruffia’s  faithful 
ally.  It  was  eafy  to  forefee  the  difficulties,  in 
which  this  would  embroil  his  Pruffian  Majefty  : 
none  of  which  were  fo  much  as  fufpeded,  when 
the  treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  Pruffia  was 
figned  h.  And  our  King,  as  Eledor  of  Hanover, 
was  fo  far  from  being  in  the  fecret  of  this  inva- 
fion,  or  of  the  motives  which  the  King  of  Pruf¬ 
fia  had  to  feize  upon  Saxony,  that  he  publickly 
difavowed,  and  in  fome  fenfe  protefted  againft 
that  irruption. 

Europe,  in  this  confufion,  was  immediately 
5  prefented  with  a  circular  memorial,  by  way  of 
-  reply,  in  the  name  of  his  Pruffian  Majefty,  where¬ 
in  it  was  declared,  “  That  the  imputations  in  the 
Saxon  memorial  were  calumnies  raifed  and  aggra¬ 
vated  without  truth,  and  without  decency  ;  that 
nothing  more  than  the  ufual  taxes  had  been  raifed 
on  the  fubjeds  of  the  Eledorate,  and  that  they 
had  been  fully  paid  for  every  thing,  they  had  fur- 

h  On  the  16th  of  Jan.  17.5.6, 
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nifhed :  that  it  was  equally  contrary  to  truth,  A.  D. 
where  it  was  afferted  that  the  refpedt  due  to  the  175^* 
Queen  was  violated,  by  demanding  of  her  cer¬ 
tain  papers,  the  copies  of  which  he  was  already 
poffefifed  of,  but  which  it  became  neceflary  for 
him  to  have  in  the  original,  in  order  to  prove  un- 
anfwerably,  the  plot,  that  was  formed  to  (trip 
him,  not  only  of  Silefia,  which  the  Emprefs  Queen 
relerved  entirely  for  herfelf ;  but  likewife  of  the 
dutchies  of  Magdebourgh  and  Croffen,  and  the 
circles  of  Zullichau,  Cotbus  and  Schwibus,  which 
was  the  portion  allotted  to  the  King  of  Poland.” 

But  this  was  only  a  temporary  apology,  to  pre¬ 
pare  the  world  for  thofe  unanfwerable  proofs, 
which  he  loon  after  caufed  to  be  publifhed ;  and 
fhewed  both  the  wifdom  and  juftice  of  a  conduct, 
fo  greatly  difapproved,  at  firft,  as  to  ftigmatize 
him  with  the  name  of  a  public  robber. 

The  Emperor  was  engaged  by  his  confort  to  The  Em- 

exert  the  utmoft  efforts  of  his  power,  to  deter  peror’s  .de; 

r  5  creeagamft 

the  Pruffian  monarch  from  proceeding.  As  head  llim* 
of  the  Empire  he  iffued  a  decree,  admonifhing 
and  commanding  him  to  withdraw  his  troops  from 
Saxony,  on  pain  of  being  proceeded  againft  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  laws  of  the  Empire :  He  abfolved 
all  the  vafials  of  the  Empire  found  in  his  fer- 
vice  from  their  oath  of  fidelity,  and  commanded 
them  to  leave  the  Pruffian  ftandard.  And  by  a 
third  decree  he  foibade  all  the  princes,  Hates,  and 
other  members  of  the  Empire  to  fuffer  their  fub- 
je<5ts  to  enlift  themfelvcs  in  the  Pruffian  fervice, 
or  otherwife  to  give  him  any  kind  of  aififlance. 

Vol.  II.  F  He 
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A.  D.  He  then  enumerated  all  the  violences  fet  forth  in 
1 756-  the  Saxon  memorial,  with  many  aggravations ; 
and  concludes  with  this  remarkable  claufe,  “  For 
“  thefe  caufes  we  moft  ferioufly  command  and 
enjoin  your  Majefty,  as  Eledtor  of  Branden- 
burgh,  by  virtue  of  our  Imperial  dignity,  and 
“  the  power  of  fupreme  judge,  to  deftft,  without 
“  delay,  from  all  rebellion,  hoftile  invafions, 
“  violences  and  breaches  of  the  peace,  in  the 
“  Electorate  of  Saxony,  and  other  ftates  of  the 
“  Empire  •,  to  withdraw  immediately  your  troops, 
“  and  to  break  up  and  difmifs  your  army,  which 
“  is  fo  dangerous  to  the  ftates -of  the  Empire, 
“  and  the  common  tranquility  ;  to  reftore  every 
“  thing  that  has  been  taken  ;  to  repair,  without 
“  reply  or  demur,  all  damages  and  cofts,  and  to 
“  make,  as  foon  as  poflible,  your  moft  humble 
“  report  of  the  manner,  in  which  all  this  has 
“  been  executed.  As  for  the  reft,  we  fhall  forth- 
“  with  proceed  to  what  is  enadted  by  the  laws  of 
“  the  Empire,  in  punilhment  of  the  grievous 
“  crime  committed  by  your  Majefty,  as  Eledlor 
“  of  Brandenburg,  againft  us  and  the  whole 
“  Empire,  by  a  rebellious  enterprize,  danger- 
“  ous  to  the  community,  and  at  the  fame  time 
11  provide  for  the  future  fecurity  of  all  the  Em- 
pireh” 

In  the  mean  time  the  Auftrians  attempted  to 
fupply  the  Saxon  army  at  Pima  with  provifions. 
But  the  convoy  was  attacked  and  routed  by  ade- 


j  Dated  at  Vienna,  September  19,  1756. 
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tachment  of  Pruflian  hufifars,  who  carried  off  a  A.  D. 
conflderable  number  of  loaded  waggons.  This  17561 
was  the  firft  aft  of  hoftility  between  the  troops  of 
Auftria  and  Pruflia. 

The  French  court,  as  yet,  made  no  movement 
with  arms,  but  fpit  their  venom  in  the  following 
circular  refcript  to  all  foreign  courts  in  which  it 
is  faid,  “  That  his  mod  Chriftian  Majefty  cannot  The 
but  confider  the  requifition  made  by  the  King  of  daration 6" 
Pruflia  to  the  King  of  Poland,  Eleftor  of  Saxony,  againft  the 
for  the  palfage  of  his  troops  through  that  elefto-  Pruffia! 
rate,  as  nothing  lefs  than  a  declaration,  that  he  is 
determined  to  ufurp  that,  to  which  he  has  neither 
ablolute  right,  nor  equitable  claim. 

“  That  by  this  ufurpation,  committed  in  a  time 
of  profound  peace,  againft  the  Eleftor  of  Saxony, 
at  the  time  when  that  Prince  relied,  with  un- 
fufpefting-  fecurity,  upon  the  faith  of  the  treaty 
of  Drefden,  and  the  a  durances  of  friendftiip,  which 
the  King  of  Pruflia  had  given  him,  the  King  of 
Pruflia  had  violated  the  public  peace,  the  treaty 
of  Weftphalia,  all  the  laws  and  conftitutions  of 
the  Empire,  and  every  tie  by  which  the  members 
of  the  Germanic  body  are  united. 

“  That  the  eftablilhment  of  the  fyftem  formed 
by  the  King  of  Pruflia,  in  concert  with  the  court 
of  Great  Britain,  was  the  moft  unjuft,  and  moft 
injurious,  that  can  be  imagined,  and  fuch  as  left 
no  room  to  expeft,  that  any  meafures  fhould  be 
kept  with  thofe  powers,  either  by  land  or  fea, 
as  they  had  violated  all  laws,  both  human  and 
divine. 
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A.  D.  “  That  this  conduct  ought  to  exclude  the  King 
l':>  of  Pruflia  from  all  benefit  that  he  might  receive 
from  any  defenfive  alliance ;  and  therefore  his  mod 
Chriftian  Majefty  doubts  not,  that  the  dates  which 
are  now  in  alliance  with  him,  will  think  them- 
felves  abfolved  from  every  obligation  to  afford 
him  any  fuccours,  and  that  they  will  affiit  his  mod: 
Chridian  Majefty  and  his  allies,  in  every  meafure 
that  may  be  purfued  for  their  mutual  defence, 
the  fupport  of  the  general  intereft  of  Europe,  and 
the  giving  a  proper  fan&ion  to  the  mutual  con¬ 
tract  by  which  one  nation  is  attached  to  an¬ 
other.’* 

The  decla-  The  court  of  Rufila  was  more  explicit;  whofe 
the  Em-  declaration  being  dated  September  4,  1756,  at 
Ruffia°a  I>eter^:)Urg5  a  confiderable  time  before  they 
gain  ft  him.  could  hear  of  the  invafion  of  Saxony  by  thePrui- 
fian  army,  lhews,  that  the  difcovery  of  the  alliance 
againft  the  King  of  Pruffia  was  known  at  Pe- 
terlburg,  and  its  confequences  apprehended ;  and 
that  the  Czarina  was  prepared  to  march  her  forces 
upon  the  firft  alarm  of  an  attack  made  upon 
any  part  of  the  confederacy :  for  die  com¬ 
manded  the  Ruffian  minifters  redding  at  foreign 
courts  to  declare,  “  That  as  the  foie  intent  of  the 
preparations,  which  the  Emprefs  ordered  to  be 
made,  lad  fpring,  was  to  enable  her  to  fulfil  her 
engagements  with  her  allies,  in  cafe  any  of  them 
Ihoukl  be  attacked,  the  preparations  were  fufpend- 
ed,  both  by  fea  and  land,  as  loon  as  there  was 
ground  to  hope  that  that  cafe  would  not  foon 
.  happen  ;  in  order  that  the  whole  world  might  be 

con- 
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convinced  that  her  Imperial  Czarifh  Majefty  was  A-  D. 
no  lefs  forward  to  defend  her  allies,  when  threa-  17 >6' 
tened  with  an  attack,  than  backward  to  throw 
Europe  into  an  alarm  without  an  extreme  necef- 
fity. 

“  That  the  Ring  of  Pruffia,  far  from  dome 

.  fc> 

juftice  to  the  Emprefs’s  fentiments,  on  this  head 
(though  he  remained  quiet,  whilft  preparations 
were  making  by  Ruffia,  and  even  fome  time  after 
they  had  ceafed)  had  all  of  a  fudden  begun  to 
make  fuch  powerful  armaments,  as  gave  room  to 
apprehend  that  the  flames  of  war  would  imme¬ 
diately  burfl:  out. 

“  That  neverthelefs  Ruffia,  to  avoid  the  mul¬ 
tiplying  of  fears,  for  furnifhing  the  King  of  Pruf¬ 
fia  with  a  fpecious  pretext  for  difturbing  the  pub¬ 
lic  tranquility,  had  made  no  motions ;  in  hopes 
that  the  King  of  Pruffia,  in  imitation  of  this  ex¬ 
ample,  would  not  dir  up  fuch  troubles:  but  that 
this  Prince,  having  continued  to  arm  with  all  his 
might,  and  without  any  interruption,  and  with¬ 
out  alledging  any  other  reafon  than  the  idea  he 
had  formed  to  himfelf  of  an  apprehended  at¬ 
tack,  had  thereby  diffidently  intimated  that  he 
fought  only  a  pretext  to  difturb  the  peace  of 
Europe. 

“  That,  in  fad,  it  is  inccnteftible,  that  when 
the  King  of  Pruffia  was  preffing  his  armaments 
with  thegreateft  vigour,  thofe  of  Ruffia  had  long 
ceafed  ;  and  that  thofe  of  the  Emprefs  Queen  did  not 
begin  till  the  fucceffive  motions  of  the  Pruffans  and 
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the  augmentation  of  their  forces A  gave  room  to  think 
Bohemia  and  Moravia  were  in  danger  •,  inafmuch 
as  it  was  no  fecret  that  the  King  of  Pruftia  was 
difgufted  at  the  treaty  of  Verlailles  •,  though  this 
Prince,  when  he  figned  his  treaty  with  England, 
crave  himfelf  no  concern  about  what  the  court  of 

tD 

Vienna  might  think  of  it. 

“  It  is,  therefore,  clear  to  her  Imperial  Czarifh 
Majefty,  that  the  King  of  Pruflia  ought  to  be 
confidered  as  the  hrft  author  of  the  tioublcs,  tnat 
are  going  to  break  out,  though  he  has  affe&ed  to 
publifh,  that  he  took  all  thefe  meafures  only  to 
defend  himfelf  again  ft  his  enemies,  who  had  no 
exiftence,  but  in  his  own  fuppofition  :  that,  ne- 
verthelefs,  it  is  from  this  fuppofition  he  has 
thought  himfelf  entitled  to  demand  of  the  Em* 
prefs  Queen  an  explanation  with  regard  to  her 
warlike  preparations,  adding,  in  a  manner  not 
altogether  decent,  that  if  her  anfwer  were  not  to 
his  liking,  he  protefted  before  God,  he  would 
not  be  anfwerable  for  the  confequences. 

«  That  in  confideration  of  all  thefe  circum- 
ftances  the  Emprefs  can  no  longer  conceal  her 
real  fentiments ,  nor  forbear  declaring,  that  as  fhe 
cannot  behold  with  indifferency  any  1  attack  made 

k  This  is  a  notorious  mifreprefentation  of  the  fa£t,  as  ap¬ 
pears  from  the  circumftances  related  in  thishiftory,  on  page 
cz,  Sec.  Vol.  II. 

i  This  fufpicion  could  arife  from  no  other  circumltance, 
than  a  confcioufnefs  of  the  difeovery,  made  by  his  Pruflian 
Majefty,  of  the  partition  of  his  dominions  in  the  confederate 
treaty ;  for  it  was  not  pofiible  to  hear  of  what  had  palled  in 
(Germany. 
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on  the  dominions  of  her  allies,  particularly  thofe  A-  D. 
of  the  Emprefs  Queen  of  Hungary,  and  the  I/  56‘ 
Electorate  of  Saxony,  fhe  will  furnifh  fpeedy  and 
powerful  fuccours  to  the  party  unjuftly  attacked, 
and  will  not  think  herfelf  in  any  wife  refponlible 
for  the  confequences,  which  the  prefent  menacing 
conduct  of  his  Pruffian  Majefty  may  draw  after 
it,  &c. 

Whether  wq  animadvert  upon  the  date  of  this  Remark* 
refcript,  we  fhall  difcover  the  infincerity  of  her  d'L'at'iom  ' 
Czarifh  Majefty*,  her  difguft  with  England,  for 
entering  into  an  alliance  with  Pruffia,  which  fhe 
had  previoufly  been  engaged  to  crufh,  and  that 
her  real  fentiments  were  not  formed  upon  the  pre¬ 
fent  appearances,  but  upon  the  long  prepoffef- 
fions  fhe  had  entertained  in  prejudice  to  the  King 
of  Pruffia,  at  the  inftigation  of  the  Emprefs 
Queen  and  the  Saxon  court,  and  concealed  hi¬ 
therto  under  the  name  of  friendfhip  ;  till  necef- 
fity  obliged  the  confederacy  to  pull  off  the  mafic 
in  their  own  defence.  And  whoever  attends  to 
its  fubftance,  will  find  a  vein  of  contradiction  and 
fallacy  run  through  the  whole ;  advancing  fads, 
which  are  not  confident  either  in  point  of  time  or 
truth. 

His  Pruffian  Majefty,  however,  neither  inti-  Refohnicm 
midated  by  the  formidable  alliances,  which  already  his 
appeared  againft  him,  nor  deterred  from  his  pur-  Pniffiai1 

.  r  Majefty, 

pofes,  by  the  thundering  decrees  of  the  Imperial 
authority,  which  he  defpifed  with  as  much  con-  • 
tempt,  as  our  Henry  VIII.  did  the  thunder  of 
the  Vatican  againft  his  proceedings  in  the  re- 
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A.  D.  formation  ;  attended  ttridtly  to  the  accomplifhing 
17 56’  his  firft  attempt,  to  get  full  poffeflion  of  Saxony. 
So  that,  the  more  determined  his  enemies  appeared 
to  oppofe  his  arms,  he  exerted  the  power  in  his 
hands  to  defeat  their  mod  fanguine  intentions. 
The  Ruffian  refcript,  and  the  Auilrian  difpofitions 
for  the  relief  of  the  Saxons,  ferved  only  to  acce¬ 
lerate  the  total  ruin  of  his  Polifh  Majefty.  They 
convinced  the  King  of  Pruffia,  that  nothing  lefs 
than  a  total  redudlion  of  that  party  of  the  confede¬ 
racy  againft  him  could  do  him  any  fervice.  And 
accordingly  being  matter  already  of  every  other 
part  of  thateledlorate,  he  was  determined  to  force 
the  Saxon  army  at  Perna,  by  a  ftrong  blockade,  to 
furrender  to  his  arms  for  want  of  provifions,  of 
•which  there  was  great  fcarcity  in  their  camp  ;  or 
to  fall  under  his  fword,  if  they  fhould  attempt  to 
force  their  way  through  the  lines  of  circumvalla- 
tion. 

The  By  this  means  the  fate  of  the  Saxon  army,  in 

Queen's  which  retted  the  laft  appearance  of  their  country’s 
ettorts  to  independency,  was  daily  reduced  to  worfe  and 

refcue  the 

Saxon  ar-  worfe  :  and,  as  the  Emprefs  Queen  could  not  but 
fee  her  own  danger  increafe  through  every  advan¬ 
tage  gained  by  the  Pruflian  monarch  over  Saxony, 
the  greateft  effort  was  preparing,  on  her  parr, 
with  the  utmoft  expedition,  to  deliver  the  Saxons 
out  of  their  ruinous  fituation,  and  with  their  force 
united  to  her  army,  under  the  command  of  Count 
Brown,  whofe  courage,  fkill  and  condudt  were 
in  high  efteem,  to  attack  the  Pruflian  army. 
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Could  this  have  been  fafely  done,  ir,  perhaps,  A ■  D- 
might  have  had  it’s  defired  effect.  But  it  was  1756' 
fcarceto  be  thought,  that  a  Prince,  who  had  found  by  the  vi- 
out  the  moft  fecret  intrigues  of  the  cabinet  againft  ^n^’thc 
him,  would  be  regardlefs  in  the  moft  important  King  °f 
crifts,  about  what  was  agitating  againft  him  in 
the  field.  Pie  was  as  well  provided  with  fpies  and 
emiffaries  about  the  court  and  camp  of  his  enemies, 
as  with  arms  to  defend  himfelf.  There  was  not  a 
motion  of  the  enemy,  that  could  efcape  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  penetration.  Plis  perfonal  knowledge  of 
the  corography,  or  face  of  the  country,  between 
him  and  the  Auftrian  army,  fupplied  him  with  the 
moft  minute  ideas  concerning  every  motion  ;  of 
the  importance  of  every  pafs  ;  and  the  danger  of 
every  defile  :  which,  affifted  with  early  intelli¬ 
gence  of  their  rout  and  ftrength,  furnifhed  him 
with  mighty  advantages,  and  determined  him  to 
difconcert  their  meafures  and  operations,  by  forc¬ 
ing  the  Auftrians  to  a  battle,  before  they  could 
reach  the  place  of  their  deftination. 

With  this  view,  the  Pruftian  heroe  had  detached,  Refolv*s 
from  time  to  time,  as  many  troops  from  his  army  Aufiwv 
in  Saxony,  as  could  be  fpared  at  the  blockade,  to  an  anr>y  i» 
fecure  the  paffes ;  and  to  affemble,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Veldt  Marefchal  Keith,  who  had  orders 
to  enter  Bohemia,  and  to  encamp  near  the  fmall 
town  of  Aufig,  and  not  far  from  the  army  com¬ 
manded  by  Count  Brown  *,  after  he  had  reduced 
the  town  and  palace1”  of  Tetchen  which  was 

m  Situate  upon  a  rock,  and  belonging  to  Count  Thun. 

confidered 
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A.  D.  confidered  as  a  frontier  fortrefs  againft  Saxony  ; 

J~s&'  and  made  the  garrifon  of  one  captain,  one  lieu¬ 
tenant,  four  fubalterns,  and  12  foldiers,  prifoners 
of  war. 

The  im-  Here  we  have  in  fight  an  adlion,  which  by  its 
thisrefolu^' confe<3uences  may  be  looked  upon  to  be  the  moft: 
tion.  decifive  of  any  during  the  whole  war  ;  becaule 
upon  its  fuccefs,  on  the  part  of  Pruffia,  the  fate 
of  Saxony  was  determined,  and  a  way  was  opened 
for  his  Pruffian  Majefty  into-  Bohemia:  and  this 
battle,  which  was  to  open  the  firft  campaign  of  a 
moft  bloody  war,  was  fought  by  two  generals  or 
commanders  in  chief,  who  were  originally  fubjedts 
of  the  Britiffi  crown. 

Count  Count  Brown,  who  was  at  the  head  of  60,000 
Auftr'ian K*  Auftrians,  was  an  officer  of  Iriffi  extraction,  that 
Gtnerai.  hac}  recommended  himfelf  to  the  Imperial  court 
by  his  courage,  vigilance  and  conduct,  firft  in 
Italy,  and  efpecially  in  the  laft  war  with  the  King 
of  Pruffia,  and  was  honoured  with  this  great  com¬ 
mand  for  the  regard  paid  to  his  merit. 

Marfhal  Veldt  marelchal,or  field  marffial  Keith, who  com- 
Pruffiantl,e  manded  under  the  King  of  Pruffia,  on  this  occafion. 
General.  was  ^  y0unger  fon  0f  George  Keith,  Earl  Marffial 
of  Scotland,  born  in  that  kingdom  in  1698,  and  at 
1 7  years  of  age  he  entered  with  his  brother  Lord 
Marffial  into  the  rebellion,  which  broke  out  in 
Scotland,  in  the  year  1715.  At  the  battle  of 
Sheriffmuir  he  appeared  in  arms,  in  favour  of  the 
Pretender,  and  was  wounded  in  the  neck  ;  but  fo 
flightly  that  he  was  not  fenfible  of  it,  till  he  was 
undrefted  to  go  to  bed.  The  defeat  of  his  party 
drove  this  young  adventurer,  with  many  more,  to 
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■feek  their  fortunes  abroad.  He  followed  his  bro-  A.  D. 
ther  into  Spain,  and  obtained  a  commiffion  in  the  1  ‘ 56 " 
Iriffi  brigade,  commanded  by  the  Duke  of  Or¬ 
mond,  lately  fled  to  that  kingdom,  under  appre- 
henfions  of  being  called  to  an  account  for  his  mif- 
condudt  towards  the  Houfe  of  Hanover,  at  the 
latter  end  of  Queen  Anne’s  reign.  In  this  fitua- 
tion  the  Hon.  Mr.  Keith  continued  ten  years  \ 
when  tired  of  fuch  an  inactive  date,  where  there 
was  no  profpect  of  diftinguifhing  himfelf  by  feats 
of  arms,  he  obtained  recommendations  to  the 
Emprefs  of  Ruflia,  then  reigning,  who  received 
him  with  particular  marks  of  diftindlion,  and 
honoured  him  with  a  commiffion  of  Brigadier 
General :  and  foon  after  advanced  him  to  the  rank 
of  Lieutenant  General. 

The  war  between  Ruffia  and  Turkey,  which 
broke  out  in  that  n  reign,  afforded  opportunities 
enough  to  difplay  his  courage  and  abilities  in  the 
military  art.  Ele  was  in  all  their  battles,  and  was 
wounded  fo  much  in  the  heel  at  the  taking  of 
Ockzakow,  where  he  was  the  firfi:  that  mounted 
the  breach,  that  they  were  obliged  to  carry  him  off 
the  field  of  battle. 

His  efteem  at  Peterfburg  increafed  ;  and,  upon 
the  return  of  peace,  the  Czarina  fent  him  to  the 
court  of  London,  in  quality  of  her  ambafiador 
extraordinary.  On  which  occafion  overtures  were 
made  to  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  prime  minilter,  to 
recover  this  veteran  officer  for  the  fervice  of  Great 
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Britain  :  but  neither  his  own  perfonal  qualifica¬ 
tions,  nor  the  excufes,  which  might  be  alledged 
in  his  favour,  from  his  age  and  the  influence  he 
was  under,  at  the  time  of  his  taking  up  arms 
againft  his  lawful  fovereign  ;  nor  yet  the  applica¬ 
tions  made  in  his  favour  by  feveral  powers,  that 
interefted  themfelves  in  his  propofal,  could  pre¬ 
vail.  He  was  even  obliged,  when  he  appeared  at 
court,  to  perfonate  a  Ruffian  both  in  drefs  and 
language  :  for  his  Majefty  would  not  Suffer  him  to 
fpeak  at  an  audience  without  an  interpreter. 

His  embafly  being  finifhed.  General  Keith  re¬ 
turned  to  Peterjfburg  and  was  carefled  by  the 
Czarina  more  than  ever.  In  the  war  with  the 
Swedes,  he  was  fent  into  Finland  ;  and  by  an 
ad  of  generalship,  he  with  a  body  of  only  5000 
men,  with  which  he  attacked  the  Swedes  in  flank, 
gained  the  vidory  of  Wilmanftrand,  when  the 
enemy  had  almoft  made  fure  of  the  day ;  and 
diSpoflefSed  them  of  the  ifles  of  Aland  in  the 
Baltic. 

After  the  peace  of  Abo,  in  1743,  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  ambaflador  extraordinary  to  compliment 
the  King  of  Sweden,  on  the  eledion  of  a  fuccef- 
for  to  the  crown.  But  the  Splendor,  in  which  he 
appeared  on  this  occafion,  at  Stockholm,  reduced 
his  finances  So  much*  that,  upon  his  return  to 
Ruffia,  finding  it  impoffible  to  maintain  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  a  marfhal,  to  which  poll  he  was  now  pro¬ 
moted  in  the  army,  with  the  pay  of  that  country,  he 
accepted  of  an  invitation  from  the  King  of  Pruffia, 
who  created  him  with  the  honour  due  to  his  birth 
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and  merit ;  gave  him  a  penfion  over  and  above 
his  pay,  and  admitted  him  his  companion  in  a 
private  tour  through  Germany,  Poland  and  Hun¬ 
gary,  and  other  places,  in  difguife. 

His  Pruffian  Majefty,  notwithftanding  his  good 
opinion  of  the  merit,  and  great  confidence  in  the 
fidelity  of  M.  Keith,  refolved  to  be  prefent  in  a 
battle  of  fo  decifive  a  nature :  accordingly  his 
Majefty  fet  out  on  the  28  th  of  September  from 
his  camp  at  Sedlitz,  and  took  upon  himfelf  the 
future  conduct  of  the  forces  encamped  at  Auffig 
in  Bohemia,  which  confided  of  no  more  than 
25,060  men. 

The  King  without  delay  put  the  army  in  mo¬ 
tion,  as  foon  as  he  arrived  in  M.  Keith’s  camp,  and 
refolved  to  march  in  queft  of  Count  Brown.  He 
formed  a  vanguard  of  eight  battalions,  ten  fqua- 
•drons  of  dragoons,  and  eight  fquadrons  of  huffars: 
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and  putting  himfelf  at  the  head  of  this  body,  his 
Majefty  proceeded  to  Tournitz,  with  orders  for 
the  remainder  of  the  army  to  follow  him  in  two 
columns ;  one  by  the  way  of  Profcoboc  ;  the  other 
by  the  way  the  vanguard  had  marched.  Being 
arrived  at  Tournitz,  he  marched  with  the  van¬ 
guard  to  Welmina,  where  he  arrived  an  hour  be¬ 
fore  fun  fet,  that  fame  day  :  and  could  fee  the 
Auftrian  army  with  its  right  wing  at  Lowofchutz, 
and  its  left  extended  towards  Egra. 

Having  learned  the  true  Gtuation  and  difpofition  occupies 
of  the  enemy,  his  Majefty,  that  very  evening, the  fieJd  of 
and  in  perfon,  occupied,  with  fix  battalions,  a  * 
hollow  and  fome  rifing  grounds,  which  command¬ 
ed 
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•A.  D.  ed  Lowofchutz,  and  gained  fome  other  advan- 
17 tages,  which  he  made  ufe  of  next  day,  to  favour 
his  march,  and  his  attack  againft  the  Auftrians. 

The  army  arrived  at  Welmina  in  the  night, 
and  were  ordered  to  form  into  battalions  and  fqua- 
drons  behind  one  another,  and  to  remain  in  that 
pofition  all  night.  His  Majefty  fpent  the  reft  of 
the  night  in  his  cloak  before  a  little  fire  at  the  head 
of  his  troops,  and  at  day  break  (on  the  ift  of 
October)  he  took  his  principal  general  officers, 
Reconnoi-  and  ffiewed  them  the  ground  he  had  propofed  to 
groVn’d,  occupy  with  his  army  j  viz.  his  infantry,  which 
and  forms  formed  the  firft  line,  were  ordered  to  occupy  two 

his  lines. 

high  hills  and  the  valley  between  them  :  the  lecona 
line  was  formed  with  fome  battalions :  and  the 
third  line  confided  of  the  whole  cavalry. 

The  Auftrians,  whofe  fecurity,  founded  upon 
a  wrong  fuppofition,  that  it  would  be  impoffible 
for  the  Pruffians  to  form  fuch  a  defign  upon  their 
camp,  had  occafioned  their  negledl  of  thofe 'heights, 
now  prepared  to  difpute  thofe  pofts  with  their 
Pruffian  vifitors  :  fo  that  notwithstanding  the  King 
loft  no  time  in  {Lengthening  the  wings  of  his  army 
upon  thofe  hills ;  and  the  fame  diligence  and  pre¬ 
caution  was  uied  by  the  infantry  in  eftabliffiing 
Attack  the  their  poll,  at  the  right ;  yet  the  enemy's  Pandours, 
Croatians,  and  grenadiers,  g kve  the  left  fo  much 
trouble  from  the  vineyards,  inclofed  with  ftone 
walls,  that  it  was  obliged  to  fall  immediately  into 
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fians  ad¬ 
vance. 


However  the  Pruffians  advanced  with  great  re- 
folution  and  as  great  order,  as  poffible,  till  they 
1  came 


came  to  the  declivity  of  the  hills  towards  the  ene-  A.  D. 
my.  From  which  ftation  they  could  lee  the  town  I75<5‘ 
of  Lowofchutz  filled  with  infantry  ;  a  large  bat¬ 
tery  of  12  cannon  in  front,  and  their  cavalry 
formed  chequer-wife  and  in  a  line  between  Lowof¬ 
chutz  and  the  village  of  Saufchitz. 

Not  being  able  to  make  further  difcovery  of  the  Difcovers 
enemy’s  difpofition  and  llrength,  on  account  of*^y^°he 
a  thick  fog,  which  intercepted  their  fight,  his  enemy. 
Majefty  fent  to  reconnoitre,  and  finding  that  he 
had  judged  rightly  of  the  enemy’s  difpofition  ;  and 
that  his  own  infantry  was  in  poffeffion  of  the  hollow 
in  the  manner  he  had  ordered,  he  refolved  to  be¬ 
gin  the  attack  with  his  cavalry  to  drive  back  the 
enemy’s  horle,  which  flood  in  their  front.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  he  formed  his  cavalry  before  his  firfl  The 
line  of  infantry,  and  attacked  the  enemy’s  imme- 
diately  with  fuch  vigour,  that  they  were  foon ' 
broke.  But  as  the  enemy  had  placed  a  great  body 
of  infantry  in  hollow  places  and  ditches,  with  fe- 
veral  pieces  of  cannon,  behind  the  horfe,  the 
Pruflians  found  themfelves  greatly  expofed  to  their 
fire,  the  further  they  purfued  the  advantage  of 
their  arms ;  and  were  obliged  to  return  and  form 
again  under  the  protection  of  their  infantry  and 
cannon  •,  the  Auilrian  cavalry  not  daring  to  pur¬ 
ine  them. 

The  Pruffian  horfe  being  formed  again,  they  Pruflian 
returned  to  the  charge,  with  fuch  refolution  and  hoi'fcral,J'* 
courage,  that  neither  fixty  pieces  of  cannon,  nor 
a  powerful  body  of  infantry  lodged  in  the  hollows 
and  ditches  to  fupport  the  cavalry,  could  prevent 
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them  from  totally  defeating  the  whole  Auftrian 
cavalry,  and  forcing  the  infantry  from  their  fta- 
tion. 

When  this  charge  was  performed,  the  King  or¬ 
dered  his  cavalry  up  to  the  hill  again,  and  drew 
them  up  hehind  the  infantry  :  and  as  foon  as  this 
could  be  effedled,  the  cannonading  (till  continu¬ 
ing,  and  the  enemy  making  all  poffible  efforts  to 
flank  the  left  of  the  PrufTian  infantry,  the  King 
ordered  the  battalions  of  the  firft  line  to  turn  to 
the  left:  then  the  battalions  of  the  fecond  line 
filled  up  the  intervals ;  fo  that  the  cavalry  was 
brought  to  form  the  fecond  line,  and  to  fupport 
the  infantry.  At  the  fame  time,  by  a  mafter- 
piece  of  generalfhip,  the  whole  left  of  the  infantry, 
marching  on  gradually,  wheeled  about  j  attacked 
the  town  of  Lowofchutz  in  flank,  in  fpite  of  the 
cannon  and  the  prodigious  infantry  of  the  enemy  ; 
fet  fire  to  the  fuburbs  ;  carried  the  poft,  and  put 
the  whole  army  to  flight. 

Marfhal  Brown,  finding  his  men  were  greatly 
difpirited  by  fuc'h  a  fcene  of  blood,  the  number 
of  killed  and  wounded  amounting  to  6000  and 
upwards,  and  deprived  of  feveral  general  officers, 
amongfl:  whom  was  General  Radicati  killed,  and 
Prince  Lobkowitz  taken  prifoner,  he  returned 
with  his  whole  force  to  the  other  fide  of  the  Egra, 
and  took  his  camp  at  Budin. 

The  King  of  Pruffia  kept  the  field  of  battle, 
and  eftablifhed  his  head  quarters  at  Lowofchutz  ; 
though  his  whole  army  did  not  exceed  25,000 
men  ;  whereas  the  enemy’s  confifted  of  60,000. 

The 
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The  battle  continued  from  feven  in  the  mornino-  A.  D. 
till  three  in  the  afternoon.  The  lofs  of  the  Friulians  I75<5' 
was  2000  men  killed  and  wounded:  one  cren^ral  iThf  of 
ot  infantry,  two  major  generals  of  cavalry,  and  one 
colonel  of  the  Gens  d’  Arms,  killed  :  and  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Auftrian  account  fome  hundreds  were 
made  pnfoners,  amongft  whom  were  a  great  many 
officers.  The  lofs  of  the  Auflrians  flain  in  battle 
and  made  prifoners,  is  not  afcertained  by  their 
general,  but  the  Pruffian  account  makes  it  be¬ 
tween  fix  and  7000  killed  and  wounded  :  500 
were  taken  prifoners,  with  five  pieces  of  cannon 
and  three  pair  of  colours. 

The  lofs  of  a  battle,  with  fo  great  a  fuperiority 
in  numbers  ;  and  of  fuch  importance  at  the  firft 
ftroke  of  a  war,  that,  in  all  probability,  was  to 
determine  the  fate  of  the  King  of  Pruffia,  or  his 
enemies,  required  as  good  a  glofs,  as  poffibly  could 
be  invented,  to  palliate  the  mifcarriage.  Accord-  General 
ingly  the  court  of  Vienna  publiffied  another  ac-  durable 
count  of  this  day’s  event,  under  the  name  of  a  ac.col,nt  of 
relation  fent  to  their  Imperial  Majefties  by  Marfhal  ^  baUle‘ 
Lrown.  In  which  the  Marfhal  fets  out  with  an 
erroneous  account  of  the  ftrength  of  the  Pruffian 
army,  which  he  makes  to  confiit  of  40,000  men. 

He  then  tells  them,  That  the  battle  began  at  feven 
o’clock  on  the  ift  of  Oftober,  and  that  the  Pruf- 
lian  canonade  was  fuch,  that  the  like  had  never 
been  heard  :  that  the  Pruffians  finding  their  efforts 
vain  againfl  the  firmnefs  of  the  Imperial  troops, 
began  to  throw  hot  balls  into  the  village  of  Lo- 
wofchutz,  and  fet  fire  to  it :  and  that  the  In> 
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pcrial  infantry  finding  themfelves  between  the  fire 
of  the  village  and  the  enemy’s  attack,  were  ob¬ 
liged  to  quit  the  eminence  on  the  right  of  the 
Village  to  form  themfelves  in  the  plain  :  after 
which  the  fire  flackened,  and  ceafed  entirely  at 
three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  He  further  af¬ 
firmed,  That  he  remained  the  whole  night  upon 
the  field  of  battle,  and  that  his  P  ruffian  Majefty 
had  retired  behind  it. 

But  all  this  art  availed  nothing.  For,  let  the 
Auftrians  boaft  ever  fo  much  of  their  advantage 
'in  this  day’s  adion  ;  it  is  certain  their  whole  plan 
was  defeated,  as  well  as  their  army.  What  did 
Brown  affemble  that  army  for  ?  Was  it  not  to 
fuccour  his  Pol  ilk  Majefty,  and  to  relieve,  and,  if 
poffible,  to  deliver  the  Saxons  out  of  their  con¬ 
finement  at  Pirna  ?  Was  he  in  a  capacity  to  per¬ 
form  that  fervice  after  the  attion  of  this  day  ? 
What  did  the  King  of  Pruffia  offer  him  battle  for 
in  Bohemia  ?  Was  it  not  to  difable  him  from 
marching  to  the  relief  of  the  Saxons  under  his 
blockade  ?  Did  this  aftion  anfwer  that  purpofe  ? 
If  the  King  of  Pruffia  obtained  his  purpofe  •,  and 
Brown  could  not  accomplifh  his  errand,  on  which 
he  was  fent  by  their  Imperial  Majefties  {  and  all 
owing  to  the  event  of  this  day’s  action,  we  may 
fafely  admit,  That  however  bravely  the  Auftrians 
behaved;  how  equal  foever  the  forces  of  the 
belligerants  were,  and  how  cbnfiderable  foever 
the  lofs  of  the  Pruffians  might  be ;  and  whether 
they  maintained  the  field  of  battle  or  not;  vic¬ 
tory  declared  in  favour  of  the  Pruffian  hero :  and, 
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as  fuch  his  Pruffian  Majefty  had  a  right  to  claim 
it :  and  he  notified  the  fame  to  all  the  world  :  of 
which  we  have  the  following  note  under  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  own  hand,  who  difpatched  a  meflenger  to 
the  Queen  mother  with  thefe  few  words :  c‘  OCto- 
“  ber  i  ft.  This  morning  I  gave  battle  to  the 
“  Auftrians.  Great  generalfhip  was  difplayed  on 
“  both  fides ;  and  the  fate  of  the  day  was  doubt- 
“  ful  for  fome  hours :  but  at  laft  it  pleafed  God 
“  to  give  us  the  victory.” 

There  being  no  profpeCt  of  furprizing,  or  of  King  of 
drawing  the  Auftrian  army  to  a  fecond  engage-  fe™^a’s 
ment,  and  it  being  of  no  fervice  to  leave  behind  widl  his 
him  an  army,  without  fome  view  of  immediate  Saxony? 
advantage  ;  which  chiefly  depended  upon  the  re¬ 
duction  of  the  Saxon  forces  at  Pirna,  his  Pruffian 
Majefty  ordered  his  victorious  troops  to  return  to 
Saxony,  and  to  join  that  body  of  his  forces  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  blockade  of  the  Saxon  camp  :  this 
additional  ftrength  excluded  all  hopes  of  relief,  Sax,on  ar‘ 
by  the  way  of  Bohemia:  and,  their  proviflons  trefled  con- 
being  exhaufted,  the  extremity  of  want  forced  dltlon‘ 
them,  either  to  attempt  an  efcape  by  ftratagem, 
or  to  lay  down  their  arms  and  furrender  themfelves 
to  the  King  of  Pruffia. 

An  efcape  was  moft  eligible,  could  it  be  con-  Plan  con¬ 
trived  with  any  hopes  of  fuccefs.  A  plan  was  for 
propofed  for  it,  and  approved  of  by  Marlhal  efcaPe' 
Brown.  The  fuccefs  depended  upon  fecrefy  and 
punctuality  in  all  parties  concerned.  Marfhal 
Brown  promifed  to  favour  their  defign,  and  to 
cover  their  flight.  He  in  perfon  undertook  this 
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A.  D.  difficult  and  important  fervice  :  and,  with  a  con- 
17561  fiderable  body  of  horle,  he  marched  from  the 
Brown3'  camP  at  Budin>  t0  the  neighbourhood  of  Konig- 
tries  to  fa-  p-giii 0  •  where  he  met  General  Nadalli,  who  had 
cfcape.heir  arrived  the  day  before  with  6000  irregulars ; 

which  he  polled  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  prevent 
eight  Pruffian  battalions,  encamped  on  that  fide 
the  Elbe,  at  Lomer,  from  being  joined  by  the 
Pruffians,  that  were  polled  at  Schaudau. 

M.  Brown,  on  the  nth  acquainted  the  King  of 
Roland  with  his  arrival  at  Litchtendorf  near  Schau¬ 
dau  •,  and  defired  they  would  execute  their  part 
of  the  plan  propofed  for  their  efcape,  by  marching 
Tfiesw-  out  the  next  night.  Accordingly,  on  the  12th 
onsanempt  at  n|CTht,  the  Saxons  fecretly  threw  a  bridge  of 

to  el'cape.  D  ■  ,  . 

boats  over  the  Elbe,  near  Konigllein  :  and,  un¬ 
der  favour  of  a  very  dark  night,  having  removed 
almoli  all  their  heavy  artillery  to  Konigllein,  they 
firuck  their  tents,  and  by  i’even  in  the  morning, 
the  whole  Saxon  army  had  palled  the  Elbe  unmo- 
lelled  and  undifcovered :  and  the  fog  was  fo  thick, 
that  it  was  eight  before  their  decampment  and 
efcape  was  known  at  Sedlitz.  But  had  the  Au- 
Erian  general,  as  he  ought  to  have  done,  recon¬ 
noitred  the  country,  through  which  he  was  to 
effort  thefe  fugitives,  he  would  have  round,  that 
his  Pruffian  Majelly  did  not  rely  folely  upon  the 
flrength,  nor  vigilance  of  his  blockade.  Veldt 
Marffal  Keith  had  fecured  all  the  paffes,  and 
lined  the  defiles :  fo  that,  as  loon  as  the  Saxon 
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advanced-guard  had  with  much  difficulty  got  A.  D. 
about  half  way  up  a  fteep  mountain,  and  the  other  175’6‘ 
pare  of  them  were  ffiut  up  in  a  narrow  plain,  fheCay! 
over  againft  Konigftein,  they  were  convinced  that 
it  was  impoffible  for  them  to  proceed,  and  to  force 
their  way  through  the  pofts  occupied  by  the  Pruf- 
fians :  who  now  furrounded  them,  without  artil¬ 
lery,  and  without  provifions,  on  every  fide  :  and 
when  it  was  too  late,  they  were  convinced  that 
they  had  been  permitted  to  march  into  this  toil,  that 
they  might  be  taken  with  lefs  hazard  and  difficulty. 

His  Poliffi  Majefly,  who  remained  behind  in  Their 
his  cattle  of  Konigftein,  to  wait  the  iffiue  of  this  or- 
retreat,  being  informed  of  the  deplorable  fitua-  their  fur- 
tion  or  his  troops,  wrote  the  following  letter  to 
his  general  the  Veldt  Marechal  Count  Ratowlki : 

— “  It  is  not  without  extreme  forrow  I  under- 
“  ft  and  the  deplorable  fituation,  which  a  chain  of 
“  misfortunes  has  referved  for  you,  the  reft  of  my 
“  generals,  and  my  whole  army  :  but  we  mutt 
“  acquiefce  in  the  difpenfations  of  providence,  , 

“  and  con  foie  ourfelves  with  the  reeftitude  of  our 
“  fentiments  and  intentions.  They  would  force 
“  me,  it  feems,  as  you  give  me  to  underftand  by 
“  Major-General  the  Baron  de  Dyherrn,  to  fub- 
“  tnit  to  conditions  the  more  fevere,  in  proportion 
“  as  the  circumftances  are  become  more  neceffi- 
“  tous.  I  cannot  hear  them  mentioned.  I  am  a 
“  free  monarch :  fuch  I  will  live :  fuch  I  will  die : 

“  and  1  will  both  live  and  die  with  honour.  The 
“  fate  of  my  army  I  leave  wholly  to  your  difere- 
^ion*  Let  your  council  of  war  determine  whe- 
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ther  you  muft  furrender  prifoners  of  war,  fall 
by  the  fword,  or  die  by  famine.  May  your 
rofolutions,  if  poffible,  be  conducted  with  hu- 
manity :  whatever  they  may  be,  I  have  no 
«  longer  any  {hare  in  them  :  and  I  declare  you 
{hall  not  be  anfwerable  for  aught  but  one  thing, 
namely,  not  to  carry  arms  againft  me  or  my 
allies.  I  pray  God  may  have  you  in  his  holy 
keeping.  Given  at  Konigftein,  the  14th  of 
October  1756.  Augustus  Re*.” 

The  army  By  this  letter  the  Saxon  general  had  full  and 
capitulate  difcretionary  power  to  furrender,  or  to  take  fuch 
other  mealures,  as  he  apd  his  officers  ffiould 
judge  moft  conducive  to  the  prefervation  of  the 
foldiers  *,  and  being  informed,  that  Marfhal  Brown, 
defpairing  of  fuccefs  for  their  relief,  and  not  in  a 
capacity  to  ufe  force,  or  to  keep  his  ground,  had 
retired  towards  Bohemia  about  noon,  that  fame 
day,  and  that  a  Pruffian  detachment  was  follow¬ 
ing  and  harraffing  him  5  the  Saxon  general  and 
his  council  of  war,  came  to  an  immediate  refoiu- 
tion  for  a  capitulation,  of  which  the  following  is 
a  copy  in  the  terms  requefted  by  them,  and  fettled 
by  the  King  of  Pruffia ;  where  we  find  the  dis¬ 
agreeable  article,  pointed  out  in  the  King  of  Po¬ 
land’s  letter  to  General  Rutowfki,  obliging  the 
Saxon  loldiery  to  enter  into  the  Pruffian  fervice, 
to  ferve  againft  his  Majefty’s  allies. 

Article  I, 

THE  army  of  the  King  of  Poland,  Ele&or  of 
Saxony,  as  polled  at  the  foot  of  Lilienftein, 
{hall  furrender  to  the  King  of  Pruffia  prifoners  of 
war*  Anf, 
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Anf.  If  the  King  will  give  me  that  army ,  ’tis  Aj_^- 
needle f s  to  make  them  'pr  if  oners  of  war. 

II.  The  generals,  the  field-officers,  the  perfons 
employed  as  commifTaries  and  purveyors,  and  all 
the  other  officers  of  the  army,  ffiall  keep  their 
bacro-ao-e  and  effects,  as  well  thofe  they  have  adtu- 

OD  Q  T.  4  ' 

ally  with  them,  as  what  they  may  have  left  in 
other  places ;  and  the  fubaltern  officers  and  fol- 
diers  ffiall  be  allowed  to  keep  their  cloathing, 
arms,  and  knapfacks. 

Anf.  All  that  can  be  preferred  or  recovered  of  their 
baggage  floall  be  faithfully  reflored  to  them. 

III.  His  Pruffian  Majefty  is  chiefly  requefted 
to  caufe  the  army  to  be  furnifhed  with  the  necef- 
fary  provifions  and  forage  ;  and  that  he  would  be 
pleafed  to  give  proper  orders  for  this  purpofe. 

Anf.  Granted,  and  rather  to-day  than  to-morrow. 

IV.  The  generals,  commandants,  and  all  per¬ 
fons  ranking  as  officers,  engage  themfelves,  in 
writing,  not  to  bear  arms  againfl  his  Majefty  the 
King  of  Pruffia  till  peace  be  reflored ;  and  they 
ffiall  be  left  at  liberty  to  flay  in  Saxony,  or  to 
retire  whitherfoever  they  think  proper. 

Anf.  Thofe  that  intend  to  enter  into  my  fervid 
mujl  from  this  very  moment  have  liberty  to  do  fo. 

V.  The  life-guards  and  the  grenadier-guards 
ffiall  not  be  included  in  the  firft  article  ;  and 
his  Pruffian  Majelty  will  be  pleafed  to  appoint 
the  place  in  the  Electorate  of  Saxony,  or  in  the 
territories  depending  thereon,  yvhere  the  faid  two 
corps  fhall  be  diftributed.  The  field-marffial 
Count  Rutowfki,  as  captain  of  the  grenadier- 
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guards,  the  Chevalier  de  Saxe,  in  quality  of  com¬ 
mandant  of  the  life-guards,  and  all  the  other  of¬ 
ficers  of  thofe  two  corps,  verbally  engage,  and 
even  in  writing,  if  defired,  not  to  make,  under 
any  pretext  whatever,  nor  without  the  approbation 
of  the  King  of  Pruffia,  any  change  in  tiie  quar¬ 
ters  that  may  be  affigned  them. 

Arif.  There  is  no  exception  to  be  made  j  becaufe 
it  is  known  that  the  King  of  Poland  did  give  or¬ 
ders  for  that  part  of  his  troops ,  which  is  in  the  faid 
kingdom ,  to  join  the  Ruffians ,  and '  to  march  for  this 
parpofe ,  to  the  frontiers  of  Silefia  •,  and  a  man  mujl 
be  a  fool  to  let  troops  go ,  which  he  holds  fafty  to  fee 
them  make  head  againft  him  a  fecond  timet  and  to  be 
obliged  to  take  them  prifoners  again . 

VI.  The  general  and  field  officers,  and  all  the 
officers,  (hall  keep  their  fwords  •,  but  the  arms, 
belts,  and  cartridges,  both  of  the  fubalterns  and 
foldiers,  horfe  and  dragoons,  &c.  fhall  be  carried 
to  the  caftle  of  Konigtlein,  together  with  the  co¬ 
lours,  ftandards,  and  kettle-drums. 

Anf.  Kettle-drums^  fandards ,  and  colours ,  may 
be  carried  to  Konigjtein  but  not  the  arms:  no  more 
than  the  cannon  belonging  to  the  regiments ,  the  war¬ 
like  pres,  and  the  tints.  The  officers ,  no  doubt ,  fhall 
keep  their  fwords  •,  and  I  hope  that  fuch  of  them ,  as 
are  of  a  willing  mind ,  will  make  ufe  of  them  in  my 
fervtce. 

VII.  The  fame  thing  lhall  take  place  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  field-artillery  and  the  provifion- 
waggons. 

Anf.  Granted, 
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VIII.  His  Pruffian  Majefty  fhall  give  aflurances  A.  D. 

that  no  officer  or  foldier  fhall  be  obliged,  againft  *'  ^ ' 

his  will,  to  take  on  in  his  army  •,  and  that,  after 
peace  is  reftored,  they  ffiall  all  be  fent  back  to 

the  King  of  Poland  •,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  his 
Polifh  Majefty  may  not  refufe  difmiflion  to  the 
generals,  and  the  other  officers  of  his  army,  who 
may  engage  in  any  other  fervice. 

Anf.  Nobody  need  trouble  his  head  about  this.  No 
general  fhall  be  forced  to  ferae  againft  his  will:  that's 
fufficient. 

IX.  As  to  what  is  to  be  furnifhed  to  the  life¬ 
guards  and  grenadier- guards,  if  his  Pruffian  Ma¬ 
jefty  pleafes,  we  fhall  agree  about  the  manner  of 
proceeding  therein,  and  fettle,  at  the  fame  time, 
with  that  monarch  the  funds,  out  of  which  the  fa- 
laries  of  the  generals,  officers,  and  other  perfons 
attendant  on  the  army,  are  to  be  paid  monthly, 
according  to  the  eftimates,  that  fhall  be  drawn 
up  by  major-general  Zeutfch,  com  miliary  at 
war. 

Anf.  It  is  very  rea finable  I  fhould pay  thofiy  who 
will  firve ;  and  this  -payment  fhall  be  made  out  of 
the  cleareftt  receipts  of  the  contributions.  As  to  the 
generals ,  they  Jhall  be  treated  like  men ,  who  have  ho¬ 
nourably  firved  •,  and  it  will  be  very  eafy  to  provide 
for  their  fubfiftence. 

X.  His  faid  Majefty  fhould  alfo  explain  himfelf 
about  the  quarters  and  fubfiftence  to  be  granted 
to  the  feveral  regiments  of  cavalry  and  infantry, 
as  well  as  to  the  engineers  and  artillery-corps. 


Anff 
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Anf.  I  take  upon  me  the  maintenance  of  the,  army  ; 
and  it  Jhall  be  paid  more  regular  than  heretofore ,  on 
the  fame  footing  as  my  own  troops. 

XI.  The  King  of  Pruffia  will  be  fo  good  as  to 
order  when  and  how  the  generals,  and  the  whole 
army,  without  exception,  with  the  baggage,  fhall 
file  off  from  the  poft,  in  which  they  are  at  prefent. 

Anf.  This  point  may  be  fettled  in  a  quarter  of 
an  hour.  One  mufi  chufe  the  moft  commodious  road, 
and  the  places  nearejl  at  hand  for  giving  them  Jub- 
fiftence. 

XII.  His  Pruffian  Majefty  will  be  pleafed  to 
allow  the  necefiary  meafures  to  be  taken  for  re¬ 
moving  and  lodging  the  Tick,  that  are  incapable 

of  following  the  army,  and  that  they  may  be  pro- 

*  ■  '  ■ 

perly  attended. 

Anf.  Granted. 

XIII.  The  generals,  the  field  and  fubaltern 
officers,  as  alfo  the  foldiers,  who  have  hitherto 
been  made  prifoners,  or  have  been  left  behind, 
Jhall  be  included  in  the  prefent  capitulation. 

Anf.  Granted. 

<  ‘  *'4  * 

Done  at  Ebenbert,  at  the 
foot  of  Lilienftein.  Signed ,  Rutowski. 

XIV.  [A  feparate  article.']  I  am  authorifed  to 
oblige  the  army  to  lay  down  their  arms  \  but  I 
have  no  authority  to  free  them  from  the  oath  ot 
allegiance  they  have  taken,  nor  to  oblige  them  to 
take  another.  As  for  all  the  reft,  it  is  left  to  his 
Pruffian  Majefty’s  difpofal.  Lieutenant-general 

Winter* 


3 


the  LATE  WAR.  io*j 

Winterfield  made  me  hope  this  monarch  would  A- 
have  made  no  difficulty  to  grant  one  fquadron  75 
more  of  the  life-guards.  His  Majefty  will  be  fo 
good  as  to  refolve  about  the  fortrefs  ofKonigftein, 
where,  the  company  of  cadets  and  the  grenadier- 
guards  are  at  prefent  with  his  Poliffi  Majefty. 

Done  the  \6th  of  Oft.  1 756. 

Signed,  Rutowski. 

Anf.  Konigjlein  mujl  le  a  neutral  place  during  the 
courfe  of  the  prefent  war. 

Signed ,  Frederick. 

The  Saxons,  convinced  of  the  bad  policy  of  Saxon?  en- 

i  .  .  ,  ,  ,  lift  tinder 

their  court,  to  draw  upon  themfelves  the  ven-  the  King 
geance  of  fo  powerful  a  neighbour,  by  their ofPluiria- 
hoftile  intrigues  with  Ruffia  and  Auftria  ;  the  for¬ 
mer  of  which  was  too  far  diftant  to  promife  them 
any  feafonable  help,  and  the  latter  had  been  al¬ 
ready  defeated,  in  their  moft  vigorous  attempt  to 
fuccour  them  under  their  late  blockade,  fubmitted 
with  lefs  objection  than  expended,  to  the  propofal 
of  enlifting  themfelves  under  the  Prufiian  banner; 
and  they  were  accordingly  received  into  the  pay 
of  his  Prufiian  Majefty;  took  the  oath  of  fidelity 
to  the  conqueror,  and  were  incorporated  amongft 
the  Prufiian  troops. 

With  the  lofs  of  his  military  ftrength  his  Po-  The  King 
lifti  Majefty  alfo  loft  that  firmnefs  and  refolution,  and  family 
fet  forth  in  his  letter,  of  dying  rather  than  yield- 
ing  to  terms  unbecoming  a  free  monarch.  From 
this  hour,  it  may  be  faid,  the  Ele&or  of  Saxony 
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A.  D.  abdicated  his  throne.  He  and  his  Queen,  'with 

jyr  ^ 

J  '  the  royal  family,  content  with  the  appearance  of 
royalty,  which  the  King  of  Pruffia  ordered  .they 
diould  have,  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  difmided, 
under  a  proper  guard,  and  efcorted  to  Warfaw  in 
Saxony  Poland  :  and  Saxony  thereby  fell  under  the  go- 

falls  under  vernment  of  the  King  of  Pruffia.  An  event 

tnegovern-  ° 

mentofthe  which,  as  it  was  the  mod;  confiderable  for 
Pruffia!  flrengthening  the  King  of  Pruffia,  could  not  have 
been  obtained  without  the  utmod  difficulty  and 
danger,  and  obliging  the  Pruffian  Monarch  to 
ufe  fome  further  means  to  effeCt  it,  than  might 
By  bad  po-  have  been  confident,  either  with  his  drength,  or 
iicy’  found  policy,  had  his  Polidi  Majedy  dood  out,  and 
put  his  foe  upon  the  neceffity  of  driving  him  from 
his  throne  and  out  of  his  electorate  by  mere  force. 
Had  his.  army  only  laid  down  their  arms;-  had 
they  been  dilperfed,  or  difbanded  by  their  own 
Sovereign’s  authority,  it  would  have  greatly  em- 
barraded  the  King  of  Pruffia,  how  to  compel  them 
to  enter  into  a  foreign  fervice,  unto  whom  he  now 
acquired  a  right  by  capitulation  and  the  laws 
of  war. :  and  the  embarraffment  would  have  been 
greatly  increafed  by  a  refolute  continuation  of  the 
Elector’s  adminidration  of  his  own  government ; 
which  the  King  of  Pruffia  would  fcarce  have  forced 
out  of  his  hands,  when  the  Saxon  army  had  been 
difbanded.  But  the  ruinous  confequences  of  this 
capitulation  and  abdication  are  lo  apparent  in  the 
progrcfs  of  the  war,  that  there  is  no  need  of  fur¬ 
ther  reflections ;  and  we  dial  1  difmifs  the  fubjeCt 
with  this  addition,  to  what  has  been  already  ob- 

fervedj 
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ferved,  That  the  French  miniftry  endeavoured  to 
caft  the  whole  blame  of  this  invafion  upon  the 
alliance  newly  figned  between  Great  Britain  and 
Pruffia,  and  fpared  no  pains  to  perfuade  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  Princes,  that  their  alliance  was 
formed  with  a  particular  intention  to  deftroy  the 
Romifh  intereft  and  Religion  in  Germany.  This 
countenanced  the  convention,  which  was  now 
made  with  the  Emperor,  and  which  regulated  the 
number  and  fervice  of  forces  to  be  fent  from 
France  into  Germany.  The  Pruffian  minifter  was 
ordered  to  quit  Verfailles  immediately  p  :  and 
the  French  King  declared  his  refolution  to  main- 
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tain  the  public  peace  of  Europe  againft  all,  that 
fhould  attempt  to  break  it ;  and  efpecially  to  fup- 
port  the  pragmatic  fan&ion,  the  treaty  of  Weft- 
phalia,  and  the  Romilh  religion. 

At  home,  the  repeated  accounts  of  the  vigo-  Domeft;c 
rous  efforts  made  by  the  French,  to  carry  their  affair8, 
point  in  America,  and  the  notorious  negledt  or 
mifmanagement  of  our  colonies ;  and,  at  laft,  the 
account  of  the  lofs  of  Ofwego,  and  of  its  depen¬ 
dencies  and  confequences,  being  arrived,  his  moil 
gracious  Majefty,  convinced  by  the  abortive  en¬ 
quiries  into  former  mifcarriages  and  unaccount¬ 
able  Ioffes,  that  it  was  in  vain  to  endeavour  any  stateofthe 
longer  to  mend  his  adminiftration  by  fuch  pallia-  natlon' 
tives,  as  had  been  recommended  to  him,  refolved 
upon  fatisfying  his  people  by  removing  from  his 
councils  fome,  that  had  rendered  themfelves  moil 


P  And  the  French  minifter  withdrew  privately  from  Berlin. 
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A.  D.  obnoxious  to  the  nation,  and  calling  up  to  his  fer- 
vice  and  cabinet  others,  recommended  by  the  una¬ 
nimous  voice  of  his  fubje&s. 

The  difcontent  bf  the  nation  1  cannot  be  better 
exprefled  than  in  the  addrefles  to  the  King,  and 
in  the  inflrubtions  to  the  reprefentatives  in  par¬ 
liament,  during  their  recefs  r.  It  was  vaftly  in- 
creafed  by  our  additional  calamities :  and  appeared 
more  and  more  in  the  uncommon  difficulty  *  With 
which  a  fubfcriptioft,  opened  at  the  exchequer  for 
the  fum  of  500,0001.  was  after  many  days  filled  ; 
occafioned  by  the  little  profpect  of  having  matters 
mended  in  the  hands  of  thofe,  who  had  done  fo 
little  with  the  immenfe  fums  raifed  for  the  fervice 
of  the  current  year ;  the  only  fervice  done  the  na¬ 
tion  having  been  performed  by  our  privateers, 
which  were  fitted  out  With  furprizing  fpirit,  not 
only  by  merchants,  but  by  pariffies  and  private 
clubs  or  focieties,  who  feemed  to  vie  with  each  other 
in  the  means  to  diftrefs  *  the  enemy  *,  and  thus 

turned 

1  Amongft  other  tokens  of  this  difcontent  with  the  minifte- 
ii'al  meafuie's,  we  may  rank  the  refufal  of  quarters  in  winter, 
to  the  Heflian  forces,  at  the  breaking  up  of  their  camp  ;  there 
being  no  law  then  to  oblige  us  to  quarter  foreign  troops. 

r  See  thefe  addrefles  and  inltruftions  on  p.  418,  &c.  of 
vol.  I. 

s  One  remarkable  inftance  of  the  bravery  of  our  privateers 
has  been  already  given  in  the  affair  of  the  Antigallican  ;  ano¬ 
ther  happened,  and  about  the  fame  time,  between  the  Ter¬ 
rible  and  Vengeance,  of  which  the  following  is  the  account 
wrote  by  John  Withy,  third  lieutenant  of  the  Terriole. 

“  On  Thurfday,  December  the  23d,  we  faw  a  fail  at  day¬ 
light  in  the  morning,  we  being  then  in  the  lat.  of  470  10 

long. 
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turned  the  war,  carried  on  at  the  public  expence, 
with  fo  little  fuccefs,  to  the  advantage  of  indi¬ 
viduals. 

His 


long.  ii°  26'.  weft  from  the  Lizard.  We  immediately  gave 
chafe  to  Her,  and  fhe  made  all  the  fail  Ihe  could  from  us ; 
and  about  twelve  at  noon  we  came  within  gun-lhot  of  her. 
We  fired  a  gun  to  bring  her  to,  which  Ihe  returned  with  her 
ftern-chafe,  and  hoifted  French  colours.  She  continued  firing 
at  us,  and  we  at  her,  ’till  almoft  two  o’clock,  before  we 
could  get  up  clofe  along  fide  of  her,  when,  we  firing  a  broad- 
fide  into  her,  Ihe  ftruck,  and  we  found  her  to  be  a  fhip  from 
St.  Domingo  bound  for  Nantz,  laden  with  fugar,  coffee  and 
indigo.  We  loft  in  this  engagement  our  fourth  lieutenant, 
and  three  men.  We  put  on  board  her  our  firft  lieutenant 
and  fifteen  men,  and  were  convoying  her  for  Plymouth  :  but 
on  Monday,  December  27,  in  lat.  48°  30'.  long.  6°  30'.  from 
the  Lizard,  at  day-light  in  the  morning,  we  faw  two  fail 
bearing  fouth  by  eaft  from  us,  diftance  four  leagues :  we 
obferved  the  largeft  fhip  to  bring  the  fmall  one  to,  and  fpeak 
to  her,  and  in  about  an  hour  after  we  faw  the  large  fhip  bear¬ 
ing  down  for  us,  the  wind  being  then  at  fouth-eaft.  We  then 
hawled  up  our  main-fail,  and  laid  our  mizen-top  fail  aback, 
our  prize  being  too  far  a-ftern  for  her  to  come  up  with  us. 
We  then  cleared  fhip,  and  got  every  thing  ready  for  en¬ 
gaging  ;  we  likewife  muftered  all  hands,  and  found  we  had 
no  more  than  one  hundred  and  fixteen,  officers,  men,  and 
boys,  that  were  able  to  ftand  to  their  quarters,  the  reft  being 
either  dead,  or  fick  below  with  a  diftemper  called  the  fpotted 
Fever,  that  raged  among  the  fhip’s  company.  The  enemy 
bore  down  upon  us  with  Englifh  colours  flying,  till  within 
piftol-fhot  of  us  :  then  fhe  hawled  up  her  courfes,  handed 
her  top  gallant  fails,  and  hoifted  French  colours.  We  had 
our  people  at  their  quarters  on  the  ftarboard-fide ;  but  our 
prize  being  a  heavy  laden  fhip,  Ihe  could  not  keep  in  a  line 
with  us,  but  fell  to  leeward  ;  which  the  enemy  obferving, 
took  the  opportunity  to  run  between  her  "and  us,  and  fired 
‘her  larboard  broad-fide  into  our  prize,  which  fhe  "returned. 
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A.  D.  His  Majefty  in  the  fir  ft  place,  to  convince  his 
17s6*  Britifh  fubjedts,  that  he  would  rely  on  their  courage 

and 


The  enemy  then  ranged  on  our  larboard  quarter,  and  fired 
her  (larboard  broadfide  into  us,  which  almolt  raked  us  fore 
and  aft,  and  killed  and  wounded  a  great  many  of  our  men. 
With  the  way  that  {he  had  ranged  clofe  up  along  fide  of  us, 
our  yard  arms  were  but  juft  clear  of  one  another  :  and  as  foon 
as  we  got  all  our  guns  to  bear  upon  her,  we  fired  a  whole 
broadfide  into  her,  our  guns  being  all  loaded  with  round  and 
grape-fhot,  which  made  a  very  great  {laughter  among  them. 
We  both  fell  clofe  along-fide  of  one  another,  and  lay  fo  for 
the  fpace  of  five  or  fix  minute's,  her  fore  chains  a-breaft  of 
ours ;  but  fhe  was  afraid  to  board  us,  and  we  had  not  men 
enough  to  board  her.  As  foon  as  we  had  fheered  clear  of 
one  another,  we  exchanged  our  broad fides,  which  proved 
very  fatal  to  us  both,  for  there  were  a  great  many  killed  and 
wounded  on  both  fides.  But  what  did  us  moft  damage  in  the 
killing  our  men,  was  their  fmall  arm  men  in  their  tops :  they 
had  fixteen  men  in  the  main  and  fore-tops,  and  eight  in  the 
mizen-top,  who  were  conftantly  killing  our  men,  and  we  had 
not  men  to  fend  into  our  tops.  We  loft  every  man  we  had 
on  the  quarter-deck,  either  killed  outright  or  elfe  miferably 
wounded,  except  the  captain  and  two  men  more  ;  and  the 
captain  they  {hot  through  the  body  after  he  had  {truck.  They 
likewife  killed  and  wounded  all  that  were  in  fight  on  the 
main-deck,  but  me,  and  eight  or  nine  men  more ;  and  I  had 
a  very  narrow  efcape,  for  a  muflcet-ball  grazed  my  right 
cheek,  and  gave  me  a  flight  wound  ;  befides  which,  I  was 
blown  up  with  a  powder  flafk.  So  that  in  this  fliort,  but 
bloody  engagement,  we  had  upwards  of  fifty  men  killed  out¬ 
right,  and  about  forty  wounded,  and  never  an  officer  on 
board  the  {hip,  but  myfelf,  but  what  was  killed  outright,  or 
dying  of  their  wounds.  The  French  ufed  us  very  ill,  {tripping 
us  of  every  thing,  and  fome  of  our  people  they  left  almolt 
raked.  They  turned  our  firft  lieutenant,  and  all  our  people, 
down  in  a  clofe  confined  place  forward,  the  firft  night  that 
we  came  on  board,  where  twenty  feven  of  them  were  ftifled 

before 


the  LATE  WAR. 


113 


and  zeal  for  the  defence  of  his  perfon  and  realm,  A ■ 
ordered  his  electoral  troops  to  embark  for  Ger-  1/5>’ 
many  •,  and  admitted  the  expediency  of  a  national  ^n°troops 
and  well-regulated  militia,  in  cafe  of  danger  from  fent  away- 
an  invafion  :  and  then  proceeded,  as  far,  as  he  in  pru-  change  in 
dence  thought  advifeable,  at  prelent,  to  make  Inch  ^^niih'y 
alterations  in  his  miniftry,  as  might  pleafe  his  people. 

He  began  with  a  new  commiffion  for  executing 
the  office  of  treafurer  of  his  Majelly’s  exchequer  ; 
by  which  the  Duke  of  NewcafHe,  the  firft  Lord  of 
the  treafury,  was  obliged  to  make  way  for  his 
Grace  William,  Duke  of  Devonfhire  and  the 
Right  Hon.  Henry  Billon  Legge  was  made  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  inltead  of  Sir  George 

Lyttel- 


before  morning;  and  feveral  were  havvled  out  for  dead,  but 
the  air  brought  them  to  life  again  ;  and  a  great  many  of  them 
died  of  their  wounds  on  board  the  Terrible,  for  want  of  care 
being  taken  of  them,  which  was  out  of  our  dodlor’s  power  to 
do,  the  enemy  having  taken  his  inflruments  and  medicines 
from  him.  Several  that  were  wounded  they  heaved  over¬ 
board  alive.  The  firft  and  third  captains  of  the  Frenchman 
were  killed  in  the  engagement,  with  their  captain  of  marines 
and  lixty  men  outright,  and  feventy  wounded,  feveral  of 
whom  died  of  their  wounds,  while  we  were  on  board.  The 
frigate  is  called  the  Vengeance,  belonging  to  St.  Malo ; 
mounted  34  guns  nine  and  twelve  pounders,  and  350  men 
when  we  engaged. 

“  P.  S.  By  an  account  I  have  had  from  our  lieutenant  of 
marines  that  was  in  St.  Malo’s  hofpital,  the  French  all  died 
of  their  wounds  before  he  came  to  Dinant.” 

1  Nov.  16.  The  King  appointed  his  Grace  William,  Duke 
of  Devonfhire,  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Bilfon  Legge,  Robert 
Nugent,  Efq;  the  Hon.  William  Ponfonby,  commonly  called 
Lord  Duncannon,  and  the  Hon.  James  Grenville,  to  be 

Vol.  II.  H  commif- 
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A.  D.  Lyttelton,  Bart.  By  another  commiffion  for  the 
17561  marine  departments  the  placed  the  Lord  Anfon, 
fir  ft  Lord  of  the  admiralty,  was  filled  by  the  Right 
Hon.  Richard  Earl  Temple u:  The  Right  Hon. 
George  Grenville  was  made  trealurer  of  the 
Navy. 

Parliament  On  the  fecond  day  of  December  his  Majefty, 
meets.  thus  intentioned,  and,  in  part,  diientangled  from 
a  miniftry,  to  whole  mifmanagement  the  prefent 
anxieties,  difquietudes  and  misfortunes  were  ge- 
HisMa-  nerally  afcribed,  met  his  parliament,  and,  by  a 
jetty's  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  obviated  all  applications,  which  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  people  had  been  inftrufted  to 
make  by  their  conftituents. 

His  Majefty  told  his  parliament,  That  he  had 
called  them  together  in  a  ccfnjun&ure,  which 
highly  required  their  deliberation,  advice  and 
affiftance :  and  that  he  trufted,  under  the  guid¬ 
ance  of  Divine  Providence,  that  union  and  firm- 
nefs  in  his  affectionate  people,  would  carry  him, 
with  honour,  through  all  difficulties,  and  finally 

commiffioners  for  executing  the  office  of  treafurer  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  exchequer,  in  the  room  of  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle, 
Sir  George  Lyttelton,  Bart.  Piercy  Wyndham  Obrien,  and 
Henry  Furnefe,  Efqrs. 

u  The  King  appointed  the  Right  Hon.  Richard,  Earl 
Temple,  the  Hon.  Edward  Bofcawen,  Temple  Weft,  and 
John  Pitt,  Efqrs.  George  Hay,  doftor  of  laws,  Thomas 
Orby  Hunter,  and  Gilbert  Elliot,  Efqrs.  to  be  commiffioners 
for  executing  the  office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  of  the  dominions  thereunto  be¬ 
longing. 


vindi- 
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vindicate  the  dignity  of  his  crown,  and  its  in¬ 
dubitable  rights,  againft  the  antient  enemy  of 
thefe  kingdoms.  He  allured  them  that  the  fuc- 
cour  and  prefervation  of  America  could  not  but 
conftitute  a  main  objeCi  of  his  attention  and  foli- 
citude:  and  that  the  growing  dangers,  to  which 
our  colonies  might  Hand  expofech  from  our  late 
Ioffes  w  in  thole  parts,  demanded  refolutions  of 
vigour  and  difpatch.  He  added,  That  an  ade¬ 
quate  and  firm  defence  at  home,  had  poflefied  the 
chief  place  in  his  thoughts,  and  that  in  this  view 
he  had  nothing  fo  much  at  heart,  as  that  no 
ground  of  difiatisfaclion  might  remain  in  his 
people.  Therefore  he  recommended  to  the  care 
and  diligence  of  his  parliament,  the  framing  a 
national  militia,  planned  and  regulated,  with  equal 
regard  to  the  juft  rights  of  his  crown  and  people, 
as  what  in  time  might  become  one  good  refource 
to  that  end,  in  cafe  of  general  danger.  He  ob- 
ferved,  That  the  unnatural  union  of  councils 
abroad x ;  and  the  calamities,  which  in  conle- 
quence  of  this  unhappy  conjunction,  might,  by 
the  irruptions  of  foreign  armies  into  the  Empire, 
lhake  its  conftitution,  overturn  its  fyftem,  and 
threaten  opprellion  to  the  proteftant  intereft  there ; 
and  that  fuch  events  mull  fenfibly  affeCt  the  minds 
of  this  nation,  and  had  already  fixed  the  eyes  of 
Europe  on  this  new  and  dangerous  crifis.  He 
then  informed  them,  That  he  had  ordered  his 
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A.  D.  Eledoral  troops  home  to  his  German  dominions *, 
17s6-  and  declared,  That  he  would  with  pleafure  rely 
on  the  fpirit  and  zeal  of  his  Britifli  fubjefts  foi 
the  defence  of  his  perfon  and  realm.  He  recom¬ 
mended  more  vigorous  efforts  in  the  profecution 
of  the  war,  though  attended  with  large  expence, 
to  a  lefs  effectual,  and  therefore  lefs  frugal  plan  of 
war.  Thus  faid  he,  “  I  have  placed  before  you 
the  dangers  and  necefiities  of  the  public :  it  will 
be  your  care  to  lay  the  burdens  you  may  judge 
unavoidable,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  will  leaft  di- 
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to  overturn  its  fyftem,  and  to  opprefs  the  prote-  D- 
ftant  intereft)  gave  more  public  fatisfadtion  than  I/J^' 
heretofore  ;  becaufe  therein  were  prornifed  feveral 
great  and  national  advantages-,  and  his  Majefty 
feemed  willing  to  throw  himfelf  entirely  into  the 
arms  of  his  Britifh  fubjedts. 

The  Houfe  of  Commons  add  re  fled  his  Majefty  Commons 
on  this  fpeech,  with  more  unanimity,  and,  indeed  adJiel1* 
with  more  freedom  of  expreffion,  than  had  been 
known  for  fome  years.  After  tendering  their 
thanks  for  his  gracious  fpeech,  they  expreffed 
how  far  they  were  excited  by  duty,  and  warmed 
with  gratitude,  to  acknowledge  from  their  hearts 
the  paternal  care  and  royal  condefcenfion  of  his 
Majefty,  in  pointing  out  from  the  throne,  fuch  a 
plan  of  force  for  our  defence,  as  belt  tended  to 
the  fatisfadtion  of  the  people,  and  in  particular 
a  well  modelled  national  militia,  as  one  proper 
fecurity  for  his  Majefty’s  perfon  and  realm.  They 
profefled,  that  in  their  prefent  arduous  circum- 
ftances,  they  next,  after  Divine  Providence,  re¬ 
lied  on  his  Majefty’s  wifdom  and  magnanimity  ; 
and  put  him  in  mind  of  the  Britifh  efforts,  in 
times  paft,  under  Princes,  whofe  firft  glory  was  to 
found  the  ftrength  of  their  government  in  the 
contentment  and  harmony  of  their  fubjedts.  They 
prornifed,  that  being  thus  united  and  thus  ani¬ 
mated,  their  Houfe  would  chearfully  lupport  his 
Majefty  through  all  difficulties,  and  vindicate,  to 
the  utmoft,  the  dignity  of  his  crown  and  its  in¬ 
dubitable  rights,  hgainft:  the  ancient  enemy  of 
thefe  kingdoms  :  and  they  trufted  that  his  Ma- 
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A.  D.  jelly,  thus  {Lengthened  at  home,  would  find  him- 
J756-  fdf  revered  abroad,  and  in  a  condition  to  fupport 
that  weight  and  confideration  in  Europe,  which 
belong  to  a  King  of  Great  Britain  •,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  unnatural  and  unhappy  union  of  councils, 
which  had  formed,  on  the  continent,  fo  new  and 
dangerous  a 'crifis.  They  declared  their  concern 
at  the  fad  events  of  war  in  the  Mediterranean  and 
in  America  :  and  allured  his  Majefty,  that  they 
would  take  thole  affe&ing  matters  into  their  moll 
ferious  confideration,  not  imputing  blame  to  any 
unheard:  and  that  they  would,  with  all  confi¬ 
dence,  alacrity  and  difpatch,  fecond  his  Majefty ’s 
royal  care  for  the  fpeedy  fuccour  and  prefervation 
of  America,  under  the  growing  dangers,  to  which 
thofe  invaluable  pofleffions  flood  expoled. 

;  The  Houfe  of  Peers  addrelfed  his  Majefty  in 
di°eflS  '  much  the  fame  profeffions,  declarations,  promifes 
and  afturances ;  but  by  the  addition  of  thanks  for 
his  Majefty’s  condefcenfion  to  fend  away  his  elec¬ 
toral  troops,  there  arole  a  warm  oppofition,  to  that 
claufe  only,  by  the  Lords,  who  had  oppofed  the 
bringing  thole  forces  into  England. 

Mr  Pitt  This  unanimity  between  the  King  and  parlia- 
made  fc-  ment;  wa3  followed  by  another  token  of  his  Ma- 
ftate'7  °f  jelly’s  regard  for  his  people.  On  the  fourth  of 
December,  the  third  day  of  the  lsffion  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  the  feals  were  given  to  the  Right  Lion. 
William  Pitt,  Efqj  who,  the  delight  of  the 
nation,  lucceeded  to  the  office  of  lecietary  of 
ft  ate,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Fox, 
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On  this  occafion  every  advocate  for  their  coun-  ^  D. 
trv  looked  with  pleafure  towards  the  throne :  every 

1  ,  .  ,  .  c  ,  ,  Remarks 

friend  .of  liberty  exulted  with  joy,  to  lee  the  hap-  on  this 
py  day,  when,  they  thought  Majefty  had  difco-  *?eecL<- 
vered  the  cloven  foot ;  was  come  to  a  relblution 
to  emancipate  himfelf  from  thofe,  who  had  brought 
upon  him  dilbonour,  difquietude  and  misfortunes  •, 
and  had  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  fignify  his  royal 
intention  to  rely  upon  the  deliberation,  advice  and 
affiftance,  not  of  a  Faction,  but  of  a  parliament 
infpired  by  a  people,  with  unanimity  and  firmnefs, 
who  had  never  failed  to  carry  their  Princes  through, 
all  difficulties  with  honour,  when  Majefty  had  re¬ 
lied  on  their  afiiftance,  and  not  forfeited  their 
confidence  by  mifapplication  of  their  money,  or 
in  purfuit  of  meafures,  which  threatned  their  liber¬ 
ty,  and  de baled  their  credit,  A  people  defcended 
from  that  race  of  men,  which  in  all  ages  had 
diftinguilhed  themfelves  for  their  loyalty  and  cou¬ 
rage  :  who  once  won  the  French  crown  in  the 
field  of  battle,  and  brought  their  King  to  grace 
the  triumph  of  our  Prince  :  who  more  than  once, 
in  our  own  memory,  reduced  them  to  fue  for 
peace  •,  and  who  vindicated  the  dignity  of  the 
Britilh  crown  and  its  indubitable  rights,  againft 
the  ancient  and  natural  enemy  of  this  realm, 
when  France  was  in  a  much  better  capacity  for 
invading  and  conquering  our  territories. 

Flow  confpicuous  was  the  difquietude,  which 
corroded  the  royal  mind,  at  the  gloomy  profpedl 
of  his  American  colonies  ?  when  he  difcovered 
the  little  regard  paid  to  their  fecurity,  and  the  Hi- 
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concerted  means  of  carrying  thofe  faint  efforts 
into  excution ;  which  the  clamours  of  the  people, 
and  the  neceffity  of  keeping  up  appearances  had 
obliged  his  late  minifters  to  make.  What  could 
he  do  more  than  declare  his  own  intention,  and 
point  out  the  danger  and  means  of  defence  ? 

How  manifeft  does  it  appear  in  this  fpeech,  that 
Majefty  had  been  laid  under  a  reftraint ;  and  that 
his  wifdorn,  in  providing  an  adequate  and  firm 
defence  for  this  kingdom,  had  not  been  permitted 
to  exert  itfelf ;  when  he  takes  the  firft  opportunity 
to  recommend  to  his  parliament,  the  forming  a 
national  militia  \  notwithflanding  the  unwearied 
labour,  and  the  many  bafe  infinuations,  with  which 
the  faction,  that  lately  furrounded  the  throne,  en¬ 
deavoured  to  diffuade  him  from  trufting  his  per- 
fon  and  kingdom  to  the  courage  and  fidelity  of 
his  Britifh  fubjedts. 

On  former  occafions  this  militia  fcheme  had 
been  treated  in  the  great  afiembly  of  the  nation, 
not  with  that  regard,  as  its  utility  and  importance 
deferved.  We  now  fhall  foon  find  that  this  coun¬ 
tenance,  given  to  it  by  his  facred  Majedy,  dif- 
pellcd  that  cloud  of  mifreprefentations,  in  which 
it  had  feveral  times  mifearried  :  and  brought  forth 
that  natural  ftrength  of  our  conftitution,  which, 
by  becoming  one  of  the  greateft  fecurities  to  this 
kingdom,  diftinguifhed  the  reign  of  George  II. 
and  this  parliament  for  their  wifdorn  and  good- 
nefs. 

It  was  never  known  that  a  Britifh  monarch,  who 
endeavoured  to  gain  the  confidence  of  his  people, 
2  was 
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was  deceived  in  his  expeditions  of  being  revered  D. 
at  home,  and  enabled  to  fupport  that  weight  and  1 75<5' 

confideration  in  Europe,  which  belong  to  a  King 
of  a  powerful,  free  and  independent  nation  :  but 
it  is  the  little  regard  fome  Princes  have  to  their 
promifes,  which  gains  themfelves  fo  little  regard ; 
fearch  the  annals  of  all  ftates,  and  it  will  be 
found,  That  it  is  generally  from  thofe,with  whom 
they  have  contemptuoufly  broken  their  faith,  that 
Princes  have  met  with  the  greateft  oppofition  and 
mifchief. 

How  different  was  our  fituation  at  this  junc-  Remarks 
ture  ?  The  people  were  difatisfied  with  the  con-  King’s 
dudt  of  the  miniftry :  his  Majefty  in  a  great  mea-  condu&- 
fure  removed  that  caufe  of  complaint.  They  im¬ 
plored  juftice  on  the  caufe  of  their  misfortunes 
and  Ioffes :  his  Majefty  promifed  z,  te  That  he 
“  would  not  fail  to  do  juftice  upon  any  perfons 
“  found  wanting  in  their  duty They  petitioned 
for  a  national  militia,  and  the  fpeedy  exportation 
of  foreign  forces  out  of  this  kingdom :  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  has  recommended  the  former  to  his  parlia¬ 
ment;  and  given  orders  for  the  return  of  his 
electoral  troops  to  his  German  dominions ;  being 
convinced  that  the  ftability  of  his  throne,  and  the 
ftrength  of  his  fceptre,  depend  upon  the  fpirit  and 
zeal  of  the  Britifh  fubjedts. 

The  new  minifter’s  elevation  gave  fo  general  a  Country 
fatisfadlion,  that  confiding  in  his  abilities  and  in-  SentIei'lieri 

’  a  join  the 

tegrity,  the  country  gentlemen,  in  parliament,  new  mini- 

fter  in  par¬ 
liament. 

z  See  his  Majefty’s  anfwer  to  the  city  of  London's  addrefs. 

who 
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j\.  d.  who  had  been  a  watch  and  remora  to  the  proceed- 
17561  in«s  of  the  court  under  former  adminiftrations, 
united  heartily  with  the  Right  Hon.  "William 
Pitt,  Efq;  in  every  meafure  to  ftrengthen  the 
hands  of  government.  By  this  means  every  mo¬ 
tion,  he  made  in  parliament,  was  carried  without 
Cond«a  oppofition.  In  the  mean  time,  the  minifter  did 
of  the  new  ey'  thing  poflible  to  confirm  the  opinion  con- 
ceived  of  him.  He  applied  diligently  both  to  pre¬ 


vent  any  attempts  upon  this  ifland,  and  to  annoy 
the  enemy,  and  to  find  them  employment  enou: 

His  att'en-  to  defend  their  own  coafts  :  Scotland  had  a 

tion  to  pre-  ,  thejr  chjef  expectation  to  create  trouble  w 

ventScotch  _  111  c  • 

rebellions.  jn  0urfelves.  This  had  been  frequently  .  ' 

fpiriting  up  and  addling  the  clans,  whofe  c:  :  s 
were  profcribed  for  their  connexions  wi-h  the 
exiled  family  of  Stuart,  and  whofe  connexions 
continued,  rather  through  neceffity,  and  want  of 
the  means  of  reconciliation  with  their  lawful  So¬ 
vereign,  than  any  real  affeXion  for  the  Pretender, 
as  had  occafionally  been  proved  by  the  fidelity  of 
fome  of  them,  that  ferved  under  Englifh  com- 
miffions  in  the  laft  war.  It  was  therefore  pro- 
pofed  to  his  Majefty,  to  admit  and  to  invite,  by 
proper  encouragements,  the  fufpeXed  part  of  the 
Scotch  Highlanders  into  his  pay.  By  this  adoption 
his  Majefty  recovered  a  refpeXable  body  of  fubjeXs, 
wl\o  for  many  years  had  withdrawn  themfelves 
from  his  protection,  and  had  been  ready,  upon  all 
occafions,  to  join  with,  or  to  favour  the  defigns 
of  France  upon  England.  By  this  expedient  the 
feeds  of  rebellion  were  improved  into  the  fervice 


Advan¬ 
tages  arif- 
ing  there¬ 
from. 
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of  our  country  :  and  thofe  very  Highlanders,  that 
ufed  to  be  a  terror  on  former  occafions,  and  re- 
quired  an  army  to  be  always  kept  in  readinefs,  to 
prevent  their  rifing,  in  favour  of  a  foreign  power, 
and  had  often  defeated  our  bed  concerted  meafures 
againft  France,  by  their  invafion  of  England  •,  were 
now  converted  into  regular  and  national  forces,  and 
approved  themfelves  to  be  both  brave  and  faithful, 
in  every  fervice  of  Great  Britain,  wherever  they 
were  commanded.  Thus  France  had  nothing  to  Deftroys 
hope  for  in  Scotland,  bv  way  of  diverfion  to  ourthe  F*len.c^ 

_  r  7  1  J  intertit  in 

vigorous  meafures.  Where  there  could  be  found  Scotland, 
no  men  to  favour  a  defcent,  it  was  impra&icable 
for  an  enemy  to  invade  us  through  the  defolate  a 
highlands  of  North  Britain:  and  thus  England 
was  delivered  from  an  extraordinary  expence  of  a 


northern  army,  and  enabled  to  employ  thofe  troops, 
whofe  fervice  the  Highlanders  (that  were  afore- 
times  our  terror)  fupplied  in  diftant  climes,  in 
the  execution  of  fuch  plans,  as  we  fhall  find  ruined 
our  enemies,  and  could  not  have  been  performed 
without  fuch  an  additional  force.  As  by^  this 
means  a  door  was  opened  for  repentance  ;  fo  they 
who  had  been  forced  to  live  in  exile,  were  now 
engaged,  by  the  ftrongeft  ties  of  gratitude  and  in- 
terefi:,  to  fupport  the  prefent  family. 

Having  carried  this  important  point  for  pre-  Heartily 

.  .  ,  ...  *  r  ,  ,  favours  the 

ferving  the  peace  and  tranquility  of  the  north  ;  eftabiiih- 
the  minifter  joined  heartily  in  the  eftablifhment  a 


3  By  a  moderate  computation  there  have  been  raifed  in  this 
country  20,000  men  for  the  land  fervice ;  and  by  the  imprefs 
bills,  not  Ipfs  than  10,000  able  bodied  feamen. 


a  regu- 
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A.  D.  a  regular  and  well-difciplined  militia,  and  in  fe- 
1?s6,  veral  other  bills,  which  paflfed  into  laws  during 
this  feflion  of  parliament,  for  the  internal  defence 
of  the  nation,  the  more  effectual  annoyance  of 
our  enemies,  and  for  retrieving  our  credit  in  Eu- 
„  ,  rope,  and  our  misfortunes  in  America.  Our  fears 

A  change  r  »  .  , 

of  mea-  of  an  invafion  were  immediately  diffipated  :  our 
fleets  were  no  longer  kept  to  guard  our  ports  :  ex¬ 
peditions  were  preparing  to  infult  the  enemy’s 
coafts  ;  and,  inftead  of  confuming  the  vail  fums 
of  money,  which  had  been  thrown  away,  in  mock 
campaigns,  at  Cobham,  By  fleet  and  other  parts 
of  this  ifland,  laft  fummer,  and  in  the  importa¬ 
tion  of  foreign  troops  ;  due  attention  was  paid  to 
the  motions  of  France  on  the  continent,  and  to 
the  danger  of  our  allies  and  intereft  in  Germany ; 
fo  far  as  might  be  done  without  prejudice  to  the 
American  war,  which  was  kept  always  as  the  chief 
point  in  view  by  the  minifter  •,  all  other  meafures 
being  made  fubfervient  to  that  great  and  important 
object. 

Meflage  to  His  Majefty,  mindful  of  his  royal  word,  that 

mentabout juftice  fhould  be  done  upon  any  perfon  found 
Admiral  wanting  in  their  duty,  a  meflage  was  lent  to  the 
®jn°'  Commons  concerning  the  imprifonment  of  Adm. 

Byng,  and  the  proceedings  againft  him;  who 
otherwife,  perhaps,  might  have  endeavoured  to 
avail  himfelf  of  his  privilege,  as  a  member  of 
parliament,  In  confequence  of  which,  the  Houfe 
being  fatisfled  with  the  proceedings  of  the  court, 


the  admiral  was  brought  to  his  trial,  and  fuf-  A*  D. 
fered  b. 

The  parliament  entered  immediately  upon  mea-  Men  for 
fures  to  ftrengthen  the  hands  of  government. 

The  land  forces  were  augmented  from  35,000  to  fervice. 
49,749  effedlive  men,  including  4008  invalids. 

The  feamen  were  fettled  at  55,000  men,  includ¬ 
ing  11,419  marines;  with  lufficient  provifion ' 
for  their  maintenance.  His  Majefty  was  alfo  en¬ 
abled  to  perform  his  agreement  with,  and  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  his  Heffian  and  Hanoverian  forces d. 

Befides  which,  they  granted  ample  fums  for  garri- 

fons : 


b  See  p.  442  to  458,  Vol.  I. 

c  Viz.  2,860,000 1.  for  the  fea-fervice,  granted  on  Decem¬ 
ber  16:  and  1,213,7461.  3  s.  iod.  for  the  land  fervice, 
granted  23  December  1756. 

d  For  the  HESSIAN  troops. 

Dec.  23.  For  6544  foot  with  the  general  and 
llaff-  officers  and  train  of  artillery  from  Dec. 

25,  1756,  to  Feb.  24  both  inclufxve  - 

Feb.  24.  For  6544  foot,  &c.  from  Feb.  25,  to 

April  26  -  - — 

April  25.  For  6344  foot,  &c.  from  April  27, 

to  May  27,  31  days  - - 

May  10.  For  the  German  pay  for  6,600  foot, 

&c.  from  May  28  to  Dec.  24  - 

- For  the  German  pay  for  1400  horfe,  &c. 

from  April  27  to  December  24  . . - 

- For  the  German  pay  for  3,300  foot,  &c. 

from  April  22  to  December  24  - 

— — For  the  German  pay  for  700  horfe,  &c. 

from  Auguft  23  to  December  24  - - 

- — For  the  remount  and  levy  money  for  700 
hoife,  and  3,300  foot  - 


£■ 

s. 

d. 

23>335 

*7 

1 1 

22,959 

10 

2 

11,667 

18 

1 1 

46>597 

9 

0 

25,078 

0 

0 

27>273 

H 

0 

6,119 

9 

6 

37,296 

17 

6 
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A.  D.  fons  :  for  the  ordnance  :  for  levying  new  regi¬ 
es6-  ments :  for  forming  and  maintaining  an  army  of 
obfervation  in  Germany,  and  fulfilling  his  Maje- 
fty’s  engagements  with  the  King  of  Prufiia:  for  the 
fupport  of  the  Britifh  forts  on  the  coaft  of  Africa ; 
for  the  relief  of  South  Carolina  and  Virginia ;  the 
fupport  of  Nova  Scotia  and  Georgia  :  for  enabling 
the  Eaft  India  company  to  keep  a  military  force  in 

their  fettlements e :  and  for  feveral  other  ufes  and 

contin- 


_ _ For  making  good  his  Majefty’s  engage-  £.  s.  d. 

ment  with  the  Landgrave  of  Heffe  Caftle  60,766  1  o 

_ _ For  defraying  the  charge  of  an  advanced 

fubfidy  to  ditto  -  26,007  5  6 

_ For  the  remaining  moiety  of  the  remount 

money  for  1400  horfe  I3>475  0  0 


For  HANOVERIAN  Troops. 

Dec.  23.  For  8,605  foot,  with  the  general  and 
ftaff-officers,  and  train  of  artillery,  from 

Dec.  25,  1756,  to  Feb.  25,  1757 - 33>025  1  6 

Feb.  24.  For  5,726  foot,  &c.  from  Feb.  25, 

1757,  to  March  26 -  9>494  3  9 

March  29.  For  defraying  the  expcnces  of  the 
march  of  the  Hanover  troops,  in  pay  of 
Great  Britain,  both  at  their  coming  here, 

and  their  return  back  to  Germany  - -  3 1  »959  J3  6 

e  jan.  17>  I757.  For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy, 

including  half-pay  to  fea-officers  -  223,939 

March  7.  Towards  the  buildings,  re-buildings, 

and  repairs  of  his  Majefty  s  navy  —  •  ..00,000 


7  7 


March  29.  Towards  paying  off  the  debt  of 

the  navy  *  . 

Dec.  23,  1756.  For  forces  andgarrifons  in  the 

plantations  and  Gibraltar,  and  for  provi- 
fions  for  the  garrifons  in  Nova  Scotia,  New¬ 
foundland,  Gibraltar,  and  Providence  423,963^ 


00,  coo  o  o 


16  10 

— For 
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contingencies  :  which  fupplies,  in  the  whole,  a- 
mounted  to  8,350,325  1.  9  s.  3  d.  for  the  payment 

of 

- For  the  pay  of  the  general  and  ftaff-offi-  £.  s.  d. 

cers,  and  officers  of  the  hofpital  -  47,060  15  10 

Jan.  17.  For  the  charge  of  the  office  of  ord¬ 
nance  for  land-fervice  for  1757  - >  161,557  1  10 

Jan.  20.  For  defraying  the  exceedings  of  ditto 

in  1756,  not  provided  for  - — — —  228,196  4  7 

Feb.  10.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  two 

Highland  battalions  of  foot  - -  46,022  5  o 

March  7.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  four  re¬ 
giments  of  foot  on  the  Irifh  eftabliihment, 
ferving  in  North  America  and  the  Eaft  In¬ 
dies,  and  augmenting  O  Parrel’s  regiment 

of  foot  -  -  48,926  2  6 

- For  the  reduced  officers  of  the  land  forces 

and  marines  - -  — -  33,000  o  o 

Mar.  10.  For  defraying  the  remainder  of  the 
exceedings  of  the  office  of  ordnance  for 
land  fervice  for  1756  —  — -  47,869  2  4 

April  4.  For  defraying  the  extra  expences  of 

the  land  forces  in  1756  — - -  111,570  19  7 

Feb.  10.  For  defraying  the  charges  of  the 
civil  eftabliihment  of  Georgia,  and  other 
incidental  expences,  from  June  24,  1756,  to 

June  24,  1757  -  -  3,557  10  o 

Feb.  21.  For  affifting  his  Majefty  informing 
and  maintaining  an  army  for  the  defence  of 
his  Electoral  dominions  and  thofe  of  his 
allies,  and  to  enabld  his  Majefty  to  fulfill 
his  engagements  with  the  King  of  Pruffia  200,000 
-  —For  fupporting  Nova  Scotia  for  1757, 

upon  account  -  —  ■  ■  28,789  5; 

- — For  defraying  the  expences  incurred  by 

fupporting  that  fettlement  in  1755 - 13,381  4  o 

May  19.  For  defraying  the  extraordinary  ex¬ 
pences  of  the  war  in  1757  —  1,000,000  o  o 
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Heffians 
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of  which  fum  there  were  funds  eftablilhed  to  the 

amount  of  8,689,0511.  19  s.  7  d-  which  was  an 
overplus  of  338,726!.  10  s.  4d.  to  prevent  any 
deficiency  that  might  happen  in  the  guinea  lottery, 
this  year,  fiift  attempted;  or  in  any  other  branch 
of  the  ways  and  means. 

All  the  neceffary  bufinefs  was  difpatched  with 
quartered  eqUai  zeal  and  expedition.  The  Heffian  troops 
parHa-°f  having  been  denied  winter  quarters  by  the  publi- 
ment-  cans,  who  could  not  be  compelled  to  receive  them 
by  law  ;  and  they  having  fuffered  extremely  by 
the  feverity  of  the  winter ;  one  of  the  firft  cares  of 
the  parliament  was  to  prepare  a  bill  to  make  pro- 
vifion  for  quartering  foreign  forces,  which  pall 
without  oppofition,  and  was  figned  by  commiffion 
on  the  17th  of  December  1756.  By  this  aft 
thefe  foreign  troops  were,  in  every  refpeft,  to  be 
treated  as  the  native  troops  of  this  kingdom,  till 
their  return  f. 

Bills  paired  Two  bills  were  at  the  fame  time  brought  into 
for  the  ma-  Houfe  of  Commons:  the  one  for  regulating 

jine  fer- 


vice. 


——For  the  relief  of  his  Majefty  s  fubjefts  in 
North  and  South  Carolina  and  Virginia,  in 
recompence  for  fervices,  on  account- 

_ To  the  Eaft  India  company  to  enable 

them  to  keep  a  military  force  in  their  fettle- 
ments  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  in  lieu  of  a  batta¬ 
lion  of  his  Majefty’s  troops  withdrawn  from 

thence  — - * 

1  For  fupporting  the  Britifh  forts,  &c.  on 
the  coaft  of  Africa  — ■ — 


50,000 


o  o 


20,000  o  o 


10,000  o  o 


f  A  pardon  was  granted  to  deferters  in  the  land  fervice,  on 
condition,  they  fhould  return  before  the  laft  day  of  January 
1 757,  by  proclamation,  dated  December  31,  1757*  ^ 
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the  marine  forces  while  a-fliore  ;  which  differed  A.  D. 
from  the  mutiny  aft  only  in  giving  the  Lords  of  I/56* 
the  Admiralty  power  to  grant  commiffmns  for 
holding  general  courts  martial,  and  to  do  every 
thing*  in  the  fame  manner,  as  his  Majefty  is 
empowered  to  do,  by  the  ufua!  mutiny  bill.  The 
other  was  for  the  more  fpeedy  and  effectual  recruit¬ 
ing  his  Majeily’s  land  forces  and  marines,  whereby 
juftices  of  the  peace,  commiffioners  cf  land  tax, 
magiftrates  of  corporations  and  boroughs  were  in- 
vefted  with  a  power  to  meet,  under  certain  direc¬ 
tions  from  the  war  office,  in  their  refpeftive  di- 
vifions ;  and  at  their  meetings  to  enhjl  volunteers 
for  the  land  fervice,  on  or  before  the  ill:  of  May, 
with  a  bounty  of  three  pounds  to  be  paid  by  the 
receiver  general  or  colleftor  of  the  land  tax ;  and 
on  condition  of  being  difeharged  at  the  end  of 
three  years,  if  the  war  fhould  then  be  ended, 
otherwife  at  the  end  of  the  war :  and  to  imprefs 
into  the  faid  fervice,  all  able  bodied  idle  and  dis¬ 
orderly  perfons,  who  did  not  exercife  and  induftri- 
oufly  follow  fome  lawful  occupation,  or  had  not 
fubfiftence  fuffieient  to  maintain  themfelves  :  for 
whom  they  were  alfo  empowered  to  fearch,  &c.  £ 

And  it  ordained,  that  all  men  thus  apprehended, 
adjudged  within  the  defeription  of  the  aft,  and  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  military  officer  in  attendance,  fhould 
be  delivered  to  that  officer,  who  fhail  pay  20  s. 
for  each  unmarried  man,  and  40  s.  for  a  man  with 
a  wife  or  family,  to  be  applied  to  the  ufe  of  the 

s  See  the  claufe  on  p.  218.  Vol.  I. 

VOL.  II.  I 

14 


parifh : 
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A.  D.  parifh  ;  provided  there  was  no  informer,  who  wds 
17561  intided  to  10  s.  of  the  money.  The  ad  further 
ordained,  That  they  fhould  not  imprefs  any  man 
troubled  with  a  rupture  or  any  other  bodily  in¬ 
firmity  j  nor  a  reputed  papiff,  nor  one  under  the 
fize  of  five  feet  four  inches  tall,  nor  under  the 
age  of  1 7,  nor  above  the  age  of  45,  nor  any  one 
qualified  to  vote  for  a  member  cf  parliament : 
and  that  no  man  thus  imprefifed  fhould  be  intitled 
to  his  difcharge  till  he  had  ferved  five  years,  or 
till  the  end  of  the  war.  It  was  further  provided. 
That  no  private  foldier  enlifted  under  this  ad, 
might  during  the  time  he  fhould  remain  in  Great 
Britain,  be  difcharged  without  the  confent  of  the 
colonel  or  field  officer  commanding  the  regiment ; 
or,  if  a  marine,  without  the  confent  of  the  ad¬ 
miralty  •,  the  officer  difcharging  him  in  any  other 
manner,  to  be  cafhiered. 

Thefe  ads  paft  without  oppofition-,  though  at 
a  time  when  there  might  not  have  been  the  like 
neceffity  for  a  powerful  augmentation  of  our 
forces,  nor  an  equal  opinion  of  the  minifier’s  love 
for  his  country,  the  power  given,  at  large,  to  the 
feveral  denominations  of  men,  in  this  commiffion, 
without  diftindion,  or  regard  to  their  abilities  and 
private  charaders,  to  imprefs  their  fellow  fubjeds, 
would  have  met  with  a  ftrenuous  and  reaionable 
oppofition  *,  as  it  put  the  liberty  of  the  lubjed, 
fome  times,  and  in  fome  places,  in  the  power  of 
a  worthlefs,  over- bearing  and  felf-interefted  ma* 
gi  fixate. 


The 
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The  bill  for  regulating  the  militia,  was  men- 
tioned  fo  early  in  this  feffion  of  parliament,  as  on 
the  4th  day  of  December,  by  Colonel  George* 

(now  General)  Townsend,  eldefl  Ton  of  the  Lord 
Vifcount  Townfend,  whofe  patriotic  fpirit  could 
never  fhine  with  greater  luftre  than  in  his  unwea¬ 
ried  and  difinterefled  endeavours  to  plan,  and  to 
carry  this  conftitutional  adl  through  the  Houfe, 
under  the  aufpices  and  aid  of  the  King’s  recom¬ 
mendation,  againft  that  natural  averfion  to  militia 
forces,  which  dill  fubfifled  among  fame  men  in 
power,  and  of  great  influence  in  both  houfes  of 
parliament ;  and  whofe  military  abilities  and  con- 
dud  will  give  us  frequent  occaflon  to  mention  him 
with  honour  to  his  country.  But  the  many  diffi¬ 
culties,  which  the  gentlemen  charged  with  its 
formation  had  to  encounter,  and  the  competitions 
of  interefts  they  had  to  reconcile,  drove  its  firffc 
reading  off  till  the  26th  of  January  :  and,  after 
mature  deliberation,  and  feveral  alterations  to  fa- 
tisfy  the  mofl  einic  oppofition,  this  bill  fo  well 
confldered,  and  recommended  from  the  throne  it- 
felf,  underwent  diverfe  material  amendments,  be¬ 
fore  it  was  fit  for  the  royal  aflfent.  The  mofl  dif- 
agreeable  alteration  was  the  reduction  of  the  num¬ 
ber  of  men  to  one  half  h  propofed  by  the  Houfe 
of  Commons.  This  occafloned  fome  warm  de¬ 
bates  in  the  lower  houfe :  but  after  feveral  con¬ 
ferences,  the  patriotic  members  having  been  de¬ 
prived  of  the  affiflance  of  Mr.  Pitt,  who  had  been 

*  Viz,  to  32,340  men,  for  England  and  Wales. 

I  2  forced 


1TO 


*32 

A.  D. 

1756. 


The  GENERAL  HISTORY  of 
forced  to  refign  the  feals,  gave  way,  rather  than 
furnifh  the  oppofition  with  a  plaufible  pretence  to 
throw  the  bill  out.  To  which  reftri&ions  and  al¬ 
terations  we  may  impute  thofe  imperfedlions,  that, 
in  many  particulars,  have  crampt  the  due  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  militia  aft  ;  which  paft  the  royal  affent 
on  the  28th  of  June  *. 

A 


i  An  abridgment  of  the  aft  for  better  ordering  the  militia  forces  in 
the  federal  counties  of  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Eng¬ 
land,  pajfed  June  28,  1757" 


WHereas  a  well-ordered  and  well-difciplined  militia  is 
effentially  neceffary  to  the  fafety,  peace,  and  pros¬ 
perity  of  this  kingdom. 

Be  it  ena&ed,  That  from  the  ill  of  May,  1757.  the  lieu¬ 
tenants  of  counties  Shall  arm  and  array  proper  perfons ;  and 
the  lieutenants  fhall  appoint  their  deputy  lieutenants,  and 
give  commiffions  to  lieutenant  colonels,  majors,  and  other  offi¬ 
cers,  whofe  names  fhall  within  a  month,  be  certified  to  the 
king. 

The  lieutenant  of  every  county  fhall  have  the  chief  com¬ 
mand  of  the  militia  of  that  county. 

In  each  county  fhall  be  appointed  twenty  or  more  deputy 
lieutenants,  if  fo  many  can  be  found  qualified,  each  of  Whom 
fhall  poffefs  400  pounds  a  year,  in  freehold,  copyhold,  cu- 
flomary  eflate  for  life,  or  an  eflate  for  fome  long  term  of  years, 
determinable  upon  lives,  or  fhall  be  heir  apparent  of  a  pof- 
feffion  of  800 1.  a  year.  A  lieutenant  colonel,  or  major,  fhall 
be  poffefled  of  300  a  year,  or  heir  apparent  to  600.  A  cap¬ 
tain  fhall  poffefs  200  a  year,  or  be  heir  to  400,  or  to  be  the 
fon  of  one  who  poffelfes,  or  at  his  death  did  poffefs  600  a  year. 
A  lieutenant  fhall  poffefs  100  a  year,  or  be  the  fon  of  one  who 
poffeifcs  or  at  his  death  did  poffefs  200.  An  enfign  fhall  pof¬ 
fefs  50  pounds,  or  be  the  fon  of  one  who  poffelfes  or  at  the 
time  of  his  death  did  poffefs  100.  One  moiety  of  the  eflate 
in  all  thefe  cafes,  lying  within  the  county. 


In 
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A  bill  of  fuch  confequence  to  the  liberty  of  the 
fubjed  againft  the  pradices  of  a  miryfterial  power, 

and 

In  counties  where  twenty  deputy  lieutenants  with  proper 
qualifications  cannot  be  iound,  it  fhall  be  fufficient  to  appoint 
fo  many  as  can  be  found. 

A  right  to  the  immediate  reverfion  of  an  eftate  leafed  out 
for  lives  on  a  referved  rent,  producing  to  the  leffee  the  clear 
yearly  rent  of  300  pounds,  fhall  be  confidered  as  equivalent 
to  an  eftate  of  100  pounds  a  year,  and  fo  in  proportion. 

An  enfign  or  lieutenant  may  be  promoted  to  be  a  captain ; 
and  a  captain  or  major  may  be  promoted  to  be  a  lieutenant- 
colonel,  on  extraordinary  occafions,  on  account  of  merit. 

The  King  may  difplace  any  deputy-lieutenant  or  officer, 
and  the  lieutenants  fhall  appoint  others  in  their  Head. 

Every  deputy  or  officer  fhall  give  in  his  qualification  to  the 
clerk  of  the  peace,  and  take  the  oaths  to  the  government, 
within  fix  months  after  he  fhall  begin  to  aft,  on  penalty  of 
200  1.  on  deputy  lieutenants,  and  all  above  the  degree  of  cap¬ 
tain  ;  and  100 1.  on  captains  and  thofe  under. 

Peers  are  exempted  from  ferving  by  themfelves  or  fubfti- 
tutes ;  but  they  and  heirs  apparent  of  peers,  may  be  appoint¬ 
ed  deputy  lieutenants,  or  commiffion  officers,  and  their  quali¬ 
fications  need  not  to  be  left  with  the  clerk  of  the  peace;  but 
on  taking  the  oaths,  Sec.  they  may  aft  without  being  otherwife 
qualified. 

A  commiffion  in  the  militia  fhall  not  vacate  a  feat  in  parlia¬ 
ment. 

At  the  end  of  every  four  years  a  number  of  Officers  fhall  be 
difeharged  equal  to  the  number  of  thofe,  who,  duly  qualified, 
fhall  follicit  for  admiffion.  1 

To  each  regiment  an  adjutant  fhall  be  appointed,  who  has 
ferved  in  the  regular  forces,  in  which  he  fhall  flili  retain  his 
rank  ;  and  to  every  company  of  the  militia,  fhall  be  appointed 
two  or  more  ferjeants  (in  the  proportion  of  one  ferjeant  to 
twenty  private  men)  out  of  the  regular  forces,  who  fhall  be 
intitled  to  the  hofpital  of  Chelfea.  And  ferjeants  appointed  j 

I  3  froia  j 
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and  carried  with  fo  much  refolution,  may  be  look¬ 
ed  upon  with  iurprize.  But  when  we  confider  the 

popularity 

from  that  hofp'ital  (hall  be  re-admitted  on  producing  certificates 
of  good  behaviour. 

No  perfons  felling  liquors  by  retail  lhall  be  capable  of  being 
a  ferjeant  of  the  militia. 

The  number  of  private  men  ferving  in  the  militia  fiiall  be  ; 
for 


Bedfordfhire 

400 

Nottingham  county  and 

Berkfhire 

560 

town 

480 

Bucks 

560 

Oxfordlhire 

560 

Carnbridgefhire 

480 

Rutlandlhire 

120 

Chefterand  Chefter  county  560 

Salop 

640 

Cornwall 

640 

Somerfetfhire 

840 

Cumberland 

320 

Southampton  county  and 

Derbyfhire 

560 

town 

960 

Devonfhire  and  Exon  city  1600 

Staffordlhire  and  Litch¬ 

Dorfetfhire  and  Poole 

540 

field 

560 

Durham 

400 

Suffolk 

960 

Effex 

960 

Surry 

800 

Gloucefterfhire,  Gloucef- 

Suffex 

800 

ter  city,  and  Briltol 

960 

Warwick  county  and 

Hereford 

480 

Coventry 

640 

Hertford 

560 

Weftmoreland 

240 

Huntingdon 

3Z0 

Worcefter  county  and 

Kent  and  Canterbury  city  960 

city 

560 

Lancafhire 

800 

Wilts 

800 

Leiceftetdhire 

560 

York  city  and  Weft 

Lincoln  county  and  city 

1200 

Riding 

1240 

Tower  Hamlets 

1160 

York  North  Riding 

7Z0 

Middlefex,  reft  of 

1600 

— Eaft  Riding  and  Hull 

400 

Monmouthfhire 

240 

Anglefea 

80 

Norfolk  and  Norwich 

960 

Brecknock 

160 

Northamptonlhire 

640 

Cardigan 

120 

Northumberland,  New-? 

Caermarthen  county  and 

eaftle  upon  Tyne  and 

town 

200 
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popularity  of  the  object,  and  the  immediate  exi-  A.  D. 
gencies  of  the  ftate  at  this  critical  conjunfture,  it 

appears 


Denbigh 

280 

Flintffiire 

1 20 

Glamorganffiire 

360 

Merionethffiire 

So 

Montgomery  240 

Pembrokeffiire  and 

Haverford  Weft  160 

Radnorftiire  120 


There  ftiall  be  no  more  than  one  captain,  one  lieutenant, 
and  one  enftgn,  to  80  private  men. 

Where  the  proportion  of  men  dire&ed  by  this  aft:  to  be 
raifed  in  any  county  fhall  be  judged  by  the  lieutenant  to  be  too 
large,  the  privy-council,  on  application,  may  regulate  it. 

The  lieutenant  of  each  county  with  two  deputy  lieutenants, 
or  three  or  more  deputy  lieutenants  in  the  abfence  of  the  lieu¬ 
tenant,  fhall  meet  on  the  izth  of  July  1757,  and  on  the  firft 
Thurfday  in  June,  in  every  fubfequent  year,  and  require  the 
head  conftables  to  deliver  in  a  lift  of  all  the  men  between  the 
age  of  18  and  50,  in  their  feveral  diftrifts,  except  peers, 
officers  of  the  militia,  officers  of  the  regular  forces  or  gar- 
rifons,  members  of  either  univerfity,  clergymen,  teachers  of 
feparate  meetings,  peace  and  pariffi  officers,  articled  clerks, 
and  apprentices,  and  feamen,  noting  in  the  lift  the  men  la¬ 
bouring  under  any  bodily  infirmity. 

Every  deputy  conftable,  or  other  petty  officer,  ftiall  tracfmit 
to  the  head  conftable  the  lift  of  his  divifton,  having  firft  affixed 
it  to  the  door  of  the  church  or  chapel  for  one  Sunday. 

On  the  day  appointed  for  receiving  thefe  lifts,  the  lieute¬ 
nants  and  deputy  lieutenants  fhall  fettle  the  number  to  betaken 
from  each  hundred,  or  divifton  of  the  county.  They  fhall 
then  fubdivide  themfelves,  and  three  or  more  deputies,  or  two 
deputies  with  one  juftice  of  the  peace;  or  one  deputy  with 
two  juftices,  fhall  meet  within  a  month  in  every  fubdsvifion, 
to  hear  the  complaint  of  thofe,  that  think  themfelves  entitled 
to  exemption  ;  and  upon  any  juft  caufe  fhall  correct  the  lifts. 
They  fhall  then  fettle  the  number  to  be  raifed  in  each  pariffi, 
and  chufe  the  individuals  by  lot ;  and  within  three  weeks  after- 

I  4  wards 
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A>  appears  that  fear  was  the  prevailing  motive,  which 
'  '  deterred  the  greateft  (ticklers  and  the  mod  factious 

opponents 

wards  the  perfon  fo  chofen  (hall  appear  before  them  ;  each  of 
whom  (hall  take  the  oaths,  and  enter  into  the  militia  for  thiee 
years,  or  bring  one  to  ferve  as  his  fubftitute,  or  forfeit  iol. 
and  be  liable  at  the  end  of  three  years  to  ferve  again. 

Three  deputies,  orttvo  deputies  and  ajuftice,  or  one  deputy 
and  twojuftices,  (hall  meet  in  their  feverai  fubdivifions  occa- 
lionally  at  ether  times,  and  annually  on  the  Tuefday  before 
Michaelmas;  and  if  any  perfon  35  years  old  (hall  (hew juft 
caufe  for  his  difeharge,  it  (hall  be  granted,  and  another  chofen 
by  lot  in  his  room  :  and  the  vacation  by  death  lhall  be  filled 
up  in  the  fame  manner. 

A  militia  man  removing  to  another  parilh,  (hall  ferve  the 
remainder  of  his  time  in  the  new  pari(h. 

New  lifts  of  men  qualified  for  fervice  (hall  be  made  every 
year. 

A  new  body  (hall  be  chofen  every  third  year,  fo  that  all 
perfons  duly  qualified  may  ferve  in  their  turns,  each  for  three 
years. 

A  lift  of  the  perfons  ferving  in  each  parilh  lhall  be  tranfmit- 
ted  to  the  lieutenant. 

An  officer  neglefting  to  return  his  lift,  or  making  a  falfe  and 
partial  lift,  (hall  be  committed  for  a  month  to  the  common 
gaol,  or  be  fined  not  more  than  five  pounds,  or  lefs  than  40  s. 

'  Every  private  man  ferving  for  himfclf  (hall  be  exempted 
from  ftatute  work,  from  ferving  peace  or  parilh  offices,  or  in 
the  regular  forces. 

He  that  has  ferved  three  years  (hall  not  ferve  again  until  by 
rotation  it  comes  to  his  turn. 

Married  men  having  personally  ferved  in  the  militia,  if  call¬ 
ed  out  in  cafe  of  invafion  or  rebellion,  (hall  be  entitled  to  the 
fame  privileges  of  fetting  up  trade,  in  any  part  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  or  Ireland,  as  by  adl  22  Geo.  II.  is  granted  to  mariners  or 
foldiers. 


A 
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opponents  of  the  new  minifters,  from  treating  the  A.  D. 
militia  bill  with  the  fame  ill-ufage,  as  on  former  I7s6, 

occa- 

A  quaker  refufmg  to  ferve  fhall  hire  another  in  his  Head  ; 
and  if  he  negleds,  a  fum  iliall  be  levied  upon  him  by  diftrefs* 
fufficient  to  hife  another  man. 

Within  one  month  after  the  return  of  the  lifts,  the  lieute¬ 
nant  and  two  deputies,  or  without  the  lieutenant  three  depu¬ 
ties,  fhall  form  the  militia  of  each  county  into  regiments,  con¬ 
fiding  of  not  more  than  twelve,  nor  lefs  than  feven  compa¬ 
nies  of  forty  men  eacn  ;  appointing  the  commiftioned  and  non- 
commiflioned  officers  to  each  company. 

They  fhall  be  exercifed  thus :  On  the  fiift  Monday  in  the 
months  of  March,  April,  May,  June,  July,  Auguft,  Sep¬ 
tember,  and  Odober,  they  fhall  be  exercifed  in  half  companies ; 
and  on  the  third  Monday  in  the  faid  month  in  companies. 

And  once  every  year,  on  the  T uefday,  Wednefday,  Thurfi. 
day  and  Friday  of  Whitfun-week,  they  fhall  be  exercifed  in 
whole  regiments. 

No  man  fhall  be  exercifed  in  half-company  or  company 
more  than  fix  miles  from  his  own  houfe. 

Notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  fhall  be  fent  by 
the  lieutenant  and  two  deputies,  or,  without  the  lieutenant, 
by  three  deputies,  to  the  high  conftables,  and  by  them  to  the 
petty  conftables,  who  fhall  fix  them  upon  the  door  of  their 
refpedive  churches. 

The  lieutenant  fhall  appoint  at  pleafure  a  regimental  clerk, 
a  ferjeant-major  out  of  the  ferjeants,  and  a  drum-major  out 
of  the  drummers. 

If  it  fhould  be  thought  inconvenient,  on  account  of  fairs  or 
markets,  to  exercife  the  militia  on  the  day  fet  by  this  ad,  or¬ 
der  may  be  made  by  three  deputies,  or  two  deputies  and  one 
juftice,  or  one  deputy  and  three  jullices,  for  exercifing  them 
on  any  other  day,  Sunday  excepted. 

In  counties  where  the  militia  do  not  amount  to  feven  com¬ 
panies,  and  therefore  cannot  make  a  regiment,  they  fnall  be 
formed  into  a  battalion,  under  the  lieutenant  and  one  field- 

officer, 


\ 
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occafions,  and  obliged  them  to  permit  a  few  pa¬ 
triots  to  carry  a  point,  fo  contrary  to  their  natural 

inclina- 

officer,  one  adjutant  who  fhall  be  a  fubaltern  in  the  army,  a 
ferjeant-major,  a  drum-major,  and  a  clerk  fhall  be  appointed 
them,  and  they  fhall  be  exercifed  as  a  complete  regiment. 

Where  a  whole  company  or  a  half  company  cannot  be 
brought  together,  they  may  be  exercifed  in  fmaller  numbers, 
as  the  lieutenant  or  deputy  fhall  direCt. 

One  commiffioned  officer  fhall  attend  the  exercife  of  the 
half  company,  and  infpea  their  arms  and  accoutrements. 

The  arms  and  cloaths  of  the  militia  fhall  be  carefully  kept 
by  the  captain  of  each  company  in  chefts,  provided  by  the 
pariffi  where  they  are  depofited.  The  mufkets  fhall  be  marked 
with' an  M  and  the  name  of  the  county. 

The  King’s  lieutenants,  or  the  colonels,  may  feize,  or  re¬ 
move  whither  they  fhall  think  proper,  the  arms,  cloaths,  and 
accoutrements,  when  necefiary  to  the  public  peace. 

Any  perfon  intruded  with  the  cuflody  of  any  arms  or  cloaths, 
delivering  them  out,  unlefs  for  exercife,  or  by  command  of 
his  fuperror  officer,  or  by  the  order  of  any  juftice  of  the  peace, 
under  his  hand  and  feal,  may,  by  two  juflices,  be  committed 

to  the  county  gaol,  for  fix  months. 

No  pay,  arms,  or  eloathing,  fhall  be  iffued,  nor  any  adju¬ 
tant  or  ferjeant  be  appointed,  till  four-fifths  of  the  men  fhall 
have  been  chofen,  and  the  officers  have  taken  out  their  com- 

miffions.  _ 

The  officer,  who  fuperintends  the  exercife,  fhall  call  over  the 

Hft,  and  certify  to  a  juftice  the  names  of  thofe,  who  are  ab- 
fen’t  from  exercife.  The  juftice  fhall  examine  the  excufe  of¬ 
fered,  and  if  it  be  infufficient,  fhall  punifti  the  defaulter  for 
the  firft  offence  by  fining  him  zs.  or  fetting  him  in  the  Hocks 
for  an  hour  ;  for  the  fecond  he  fhall  fine  him  4s.  or  fend 
him  to  the  houfe  of  correction  for  four  days  ;  for  every  of¬ 
fence  afterwards  he  fhall  fine  him  6s.  and  if  it  be  not  paid, 
fend  him  to  the  houfe  of  correction  for  any  time  not  exceed¬ 
ing  a  month. 
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own  principles :  they  had  no  argument  or  device  I7S<5* 


left. 


If  any  man  {hall  be  convicted  upon  oath,  before  a  juftice, 
of  being  drunk  at  the  time  of  exercife,  he  fhall  forfeit  ios. 
or  lit  an  hour  in  the  Hocks. 

He  that  fhall  be  convicted  on  oath,  before  a  juflice,  of  in- 
folence  or  difobedience  to  his  officer,  fhall,  for  his  firft  offence, 
be  fined  2  s'.  6  d.  and  in  default  of  payment  be  fent  to  the  houfe 
of  correction  for  four  days ;  for  the  fecond  5  s.  or  committed 
for  feven  days ;  and  for  every  offence  afterwards  be  fined  40s. 
and  committed  to  the  houfe  of  correction  for  any  time  not 
more  than  a  month,  nor  lefs  than  fourteen  days. 

If  any  man  fhall  fell,  pawn,  or  lofe  his  arms  or  accoutre¬ 
ments,  he  fhall  be  fined  a  fum  not  exceeding  three  pounds,  or 
in  default  of  payment  be  committed  to  the  houfe  of  correction 
for  one  month  ;  and  if  he  cannot  then  raife  the  fum  required, 
for  three  months. 

He  that  fhall  negleCt  to  return  his  arms  in  good  order  after 
exercife,  the  fame  or  the  next  day,  fhall  be  fined  2  s.  6d.  or 
be  fent  to  the  houfe  of  correction  for  feven  days :  If  he  neg¬ 
leCt  to  return  them  by  Monday  after  Whitfun-week,  he  fhall 
forfeit  5  s.  or  be  fent  to  the  houfe  of  correction  for  fourteen 
days.  And  the  perfon  entrufted  by  the  captain  with  the  care 
of  the  arms  and  cloaths,  who  fhall  omit  to  complain  of  fuch. 
negleCt,  fhall  forfeit  20  s. 

The  foldier,  or  non-commiffioned  officer,  that  fhall  be  ab- 
fent  from  his  annual  exercife,  fhall  forfeit  ios.  a  day,  or  be 
committed  to  the  houfe  of  correction  for  a  month. 

If  any  non-commiffioned  officer  fhall  be  convicted,  upon 
oath,  of  being  negligent  in  his  duty,  or  difobedient  or  info- 
lent  to  the  adjutant,  or  other  fuperior  officer,  he  fhall  be  fined 
by  a  juftice  a  fum  not  exceeding  30  s.  or,  in  default  of  pay¬ 
ment  be  committed  to  the  houfe  of  correction  for  fourteen 
days,  and  may  be  difcharged  by  the  lieutenant. 

Whoever  fhall  unlawfully  buy  or  receive  any  arms,  or  ac¬ 
coutrements  belonging  to  the  militia,  fhall  incur  the  penalty 


of 
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A.  D.  left,  (except  they  had  pulled  off  the  mafic  and 
»756-  availed  themfelves  folely  upon  a  fufpicion  or 

jealoufy 

of  live  pounds,  and  in  default  of  payment  be  imprifoned 
for  three  months,  or  publickly  whipped,  at  the  difcretion  of 
the  juflice. 

No  man  lhall  be  cenfurea  for  abfence  occafioned  by  attend¬ 
ing  an  eledlion. 

The  militia  are  to  be  fubjeft  in  military  affairs  to  their  own 
officers,  and  in  civil  to  the  civil  magiftrate. 

All  parifh  officers  are  required  to  affiil  the  lieutenants  and 

juftices. 

In  cafe  of  adual  invafion,  or  upon  imminent  danger  there¬ 
of,  and  in  cafe  of  rebellion,  the  King  firft  notifying  the  occa- 
fion  to  parliament,  if  then  fitting,  or  in  their  recefs  to  the 
privy-council,  and  to  the  people  by  proclamation,  may  direft 
the  lieutenants,  or  any  three  deputy-lieutenants,  to  draw  out 
their  regiments,  who  fhall  march,  by  his  IVlajefly  s  order,  to 
any  part  of  the  kingdom,  under  the  command  of  fuch  ge¬ 
nerals,  as  he  fhall  appoint,  receiving,  during  the  fervice,  the 
fame  pay  with  the  regular  regiments  of  foot,  and  the  officers 
holding  the  fame  rank  with  the  regular  officers  of  the  fame 
denomination.  T  he  militia,  during  the  time  of  fervice  fhall 
be  liable  to  the  law  martial  then  fubfilling  ;  and  any  man 
wounded  lhall  be  entitled  to  the  hofpital  of  Chelfea.  A  mili¬ 
tia-man  not  appearing,  or  refufing  to  march  on  fuch  occafion, 
fhall  forfeit  40  k  or  be  committed  to  the  county-gaol  for 
twelve  months. 

In  cafe  of  adlual  invafion,  or  upon  imminent  danger  there* 
of,  and  in  cafe  of  rebellion,  if  the  parliament  be  not  fitting, 
nor  its  adjournment  or  prorogation  to  expire  in  fourteen  days, 
the  King  may  fummon  it  to  meet  on  any  day,  upon  giving 
fourteen  days  notice  ;  and  they  fhall  meet  accordingly  for  the 
difpatch  of  bufinefs. 

The  militia  and  regular  troops  fhall  be  tried  by  courts-mar¬ 
tial,  each  by  their  own  officers. 

The  militia  during  their  annual  exercife  ffiall  be  billetted  as 

regular  troops. 
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jealoufy  of  the  people’s  difcontent  at  their  mif- 
conduct,)  to  reafon  away  the  utility  and  expedi¬ 
ency 

In  cafe  of  invafion  or  rebellion,  juftices,  upon  order  from, 
the  King,  or  any  chief  commiffion  officer  of  the  militia,  fhall 
ifl'ue  warrants  to  the  chief  conftables  of  hundreds  to  provide 
carriages  for  the  arms,  cloaths,  accoutrements,  powder,  &c. 
which  carriages  fhall  be  paid  in  ready  money  by  the  officer  de¬ 
manding  them,  after  the  following  rates :  A  waggon  with  ve 
horfes,  or  a  wain  with  fix  oxen,  or  with  four  oxen  and  two 
horfes,  is.  each  mile;  a  cart  with  four  horfes  9d.  a  mile; 
and  fo  in  proportion.  Perfons  having  fuch  carriages  are  re¬ 
quired  to  furnifh  them  for  one  day’s  journey  only.  Any  chief 
conftable  neglecting  his  duty  in  the  premifes,  fhall  forfeit  a 
fum  not  exceeding  40s.  nor  lefs  than  20s.  to  be  levied  by 
diftrefs. 

The  militia  fhall  not,  on  any  occafion,  be  compelled  to  go 
Cut  of  this  kingdom. 

In  all  cities,  or  towns,  which  are  counties  within  theni- 
felve  ,  and  have  been  accuflomed  to  raife  their  own  militia, 
the  lieutenant  or  chief  magiftrate  fhall  appoint  five  deputy 
lieutenants,  who  fhall  exercife  the  fame  power  as  the  other 
deputies.  Of  thefe  fmaller  counties  the  deputies,  colonels, 
lieutenant-colonels,  and  majors,  fhall  poffefs  lands  to  the  value 
ofjool.  a  year,  or  a  perfonal  eftate  of  5000 1.  captains  150 1. 
or  two  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds  perfonal  eftate ;  lieute- 
nants  and  enfigns,  50 1.  a  year,  or  750I.  perfonal  eftate.  One 
half  of  the  real  eftates  of  the  officers  of  county  towns  muft  be 
in  fuch  city  or  town,  or  within  the  county  at  large,  to  which 
fuch  city  or  town  is  united  for  the  purpofes  of  this  adl.  The 
penalty  for  afting,  if  not  qualified,  is,  for  a  deputy-lieutenant 
or  field  officer,  iool.  for  all  under,  50I. 

All  fines  and  forfeitures  fhall  be  paid  to  the  regimental  clerk, 
and  made  a  common  flock  in  each  fubdivifion  ;  of  which  an 
account  fhall  be  given  to  three  deputies,  or  two  deputies  and 
one  juftice,  or  one  deputy  and  two  juftices,  who  fhall  apply 
it  to  the  ereflion  of  buts,  and  the  provifion  of  gunpowder,  to 
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A.  D.  ency  of  this  military  and  conftitutional  eftablifh- 
17S6*  ment.  They  could  not  alledge,  as  heretofore. 

That  there  was  any  danger  or  appearance  of  in¬ 
ternal  commotion,  and  infurredions  in  favour  of 
an  exiled  family.  So  that  they  were  conftrained  to 
o-ive  their  afifent  to  a  meafure,  which  they  had  al¬ 
ways  dreaded,  as  the  molt  effectual  bar  to  mini- 
fterial  tyranny.  Whereas  the  new  minifters,  by 
thus  arming  the  people  for  the  internal  defence  of 
the  nation,  difcovered  their  intention  to  execute 
fome  diftant  fervice  with  the  national  troops,  that 
required  a  powerful  military  force  abroad. 

H0W  the  The  oppofition  to  this  conftitutional  bill  was 
militia  aft  not  confined  to  either  houfe  of  parliament.  Every 
ftrufted"  in  art  was  made  ufe  of  by  thofe,  who  fee  their  faces 

its  execu- 

tion-  be  ufed  in  {hooting  at  marks;  and  the  remainder  {hall  be  di- 

ftributed  in  prizes  to  the  belt  markfmen,  or  employed  in  any 
other  way  for  the  ufe  of  the  militia. 

Perfons  committed  to  the  houfe  of  correftion  upon  this  aft 

{hall  be  kept  to  hard  labour.,.  . 

Proof  of  qualification,  in  all  fuits,  lhall  lie  on  the  de¬ 
fendant. 

No  order  made,  by  virtue  of  this  aft,  by  a  lieutenant,  de¬ 
puty,  or  juftice,  lhall  be  removed  by  certiorari-,  nor  execution 

be  fuperfeded  thereby.  . 

Where  a  parilh  extends  in  two  counties,  its  militia  {hall 

ferve  in  that  county  where  the  church  {lands. 

Thofe,  who  are  trained  and  muftered  in  the  docks,  {hall 
rot  be  obliged  to  ferve  in  the  militia. 

All  former  afts  relating  to  the  militia  are  repealed  by  this 
aft,  except  in  cafes,  which  are  herein  direfted  to  be  lubjeft. 
to  former  afts. 

The  other  claufes  in  this  aft  (which  is  to  remain  in  force 
five  years)  contain  provifions  refpefting  the  privileges  of  par¬ 
ticular  places.  . 

againlt 
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sgainft  it  in  parliament,  to  prevent  its  being  car-  A.  D. 
ried  into  execution.  Many  lieutenants  of  coun- 
ties  would  not  arm  and  array  proper  perfons ;  and 
others  found  means  to  evade  the  law,  and  to  ex- 
cufe  themfelves.  Men  of  property  were  deterred 
from  accepting  commiffions;  and  fuch  a  diflike 
to  this  new  fervice  was  every  where  propagated, 
amongft  the  lower  and  middling  clafs  of  people, 
that  in  counties,  whofe  lieutenants  were  well  dif- 
pofed  and  well  officered,  it  was  with  the  utmoft 
difficulty  to  raife  the  common  men  by  ballot ; 
and  fcarce  any  where  could  it  be  performed,  for 
fome  time,  without  difcontent  and  riot ;  efpeci- 
ally  amongft  the  farmers  and  landholders,  who, 
of  all  men,  ffiould  be  leaft  fufpeded  of  joining  in 
any  oppofition  to  a  meafure,  fo  neceftary  for  the 
fafety  of  their  eftates,  from  foreign  invafions  and 
domeftic  infurredions.  The  mafters  were  frightned 
with  an  opinion,  that  the  militia  would  rob  them 
of  their  fervants :  and  the  labouring  men  were 
terrified  with  the  fuggeftion,  that  they  would  be 
mifufed,  and  fent  to  fight  the  battles  of  fome  fo¬ 
reign  prince  or  ftate  ;  or  tranfported  like  felons 
to  the  plantations  in  America.  Prejudices  were 
thus  formed  in  their  minds,  which  could  hardly 
be  removed  with  the  moft  ferious  and  laboured 
reprefentations  of  the  expediency  of  the  ad,  and 
of  the  infidious  difcourfe  of  thofe,  that  fet  them  How  rc- 
againft  fo  falutary  a  law.  Amongft  which  there  movetL 
appeared  a  letter,  in  the  name  of  a  deputy-lieu- 
nant  of  a  county,  addrefled  to  his  tenants  and 
neighbours,  and  recommended  to  the  perufal  of 
2  '  all 
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all  the  people  of  England,  in  order  to  obviate  and 
remove  fuch  ruinous  mifreprefentations,  and  fet- 
ting  forth  the  importance  of  the  aft,  and  the  ne¬ 
ceflity  of  it’s  being  duly  executed. 

“  I  will  tell  you,  Raid  he,  plainly  what  I  think 
neceflary  to  be  told  you  at  this  time,  when 
every  miftake  may  be  of  moft  pernicious  con- 
fequence  to  us  all.  When  I  firfl:  heard  of  the 
difcontents  and  riots  of  fome  of  the  poorer 
people,  which  are  fo  greatly  to  their  difgface 
and  difadvantage  ;  I  could  fcarce  believe  it  was 
poflible,  that  they  could  have  arifen  from  the 
execution  of  the  late  aft  for  a  militia ;  a  thing 
fo  moderate  in  the  duty,  and  fo  defired  by  the 
voice  of  the  nation — You  may  expeft  a  full 
explanation  of  the  benefit  you  are  likely  to  re¬ 
ceive  from  it:  and  to  do  you  juftice,  neigh¬ 
bours,  I  do  not  know  any  fet  of  men,  more 
likely  to  yield  to  reafon,  when  it  is  honeftly 
laid  before  them,  than  the  farmers  of  England. 
But  before  I  fay  any  thing  of  the  abfolute 


neceflity  of  fome  lav/  of  this  kind,  I  muft  fet 
you  right  as  to  fome  notions,  that  I  find  are 
indufirrioufly  fpread  amongft  you  by  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  our  country,  as  though  the  militia- men 
were  to  be  carried  out  of  the  kingdom,  and 
forced  to  ferve  abroad.  But  this  is  a  wicked 
falfnood  :  for  you  may  fee,  by  the  aft  itfelf,  that 
unlefs  there  be  an  aftual  invafion,  you  are  not 
to  march  even  out  of  your  own  counties  ;  but 
that  you  are  never  to  be  fent  out  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  upon  any  pretence  whatfoever.  Our  re- 
3 


“  gular 


the  LATE  WAR. 

“  gular  armies  are  to  fight  your  battles  abroad  : 
“  you  are  only  to  defend  yourfelves,  your  wives 
“  and  children,  which,  no  doubt,  every  man  is 
“  always  ready  to  do,  at  home.  This  is  the  pro- 
“  mife,  upon  the  unffiaken  faith  of  parliament, 
*c  which  cannot  be  broken. — Befides,  you  are 
“  not  fubject  to  the  command,  as  men  that  fight 
“  for  their  pay — you  receive  no  money  at  en- 
“  gaging  :  you  engage  only  by  the  common  duty 
“  °f  all  Englifhmen  :  and  you  are  not  to  be  of- 
“  ficered  as  others ;  but  to  be  commanded  by  the 
“  gentlemen  of  your  own  county,  who,  if  what 
“  you  are  wickedly  told  were  the  cafe,  would  think 
“  it  as  hard  to  be  decoyed  out  of  the  kingdom, 
“  or  to  be  laid  under  any  unreafonable  difficulties, 
“  as  you  poffibly  can.” 

“  I  ffiall  proceed  to  lay  before  you  the  reafon 
“  why  you  are  to  be  armed  at  this  time,  and  to 
“  be  exercifed  with  particular  care  :  It  is,  becaufe 
“  your  King  and  country  Hand  in  need  of  an 
“  army  of  defence,  to  relieve  you  from  the  ex- 
“  pence  and  danger  of  maintaining  a  too  numer- 
“  ous  foldiery :  it  is  to  put  arms  into  the  hands 
“of  a  free  people,  who  have,  by  various 
“  practices  of  (late,  been  deprived  of  the  means 
“  to  defend  themfelves,  upon  any  emergency, 
“  ever  fince  the  reftoration  :  it  is  to  convince  you 
“  of  his  Majefty’s  confidence  in  your  fidelity, 
“  and  in  his  opinion  of  your  innate  courage  and 
“  bravery :  and,  in  particular,  it  is  becaufe  dan- 
“  ger,  at  this  prefent  time,  hovers  over  your 
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heads  from  the  power  and  malice  of  your  con- 
“  federate  enemies,  much  more  to  be  dreaded 
than  any,  which  have  ever  yet  threatened  us.— 
“  The  French,  who,  for  a  hundred  years  paft, 
“  never  ceafed  a  moment  to  contrive  our  ruin, 
are,  after  many  defeats,  coming  forward  again, 
and  now  aiming  at  us  fuch  a  blow,  as  would 
if  it  took  place,  lay  us  at  once  on  the,  ground. 
They  are  aiming  to  cut  off  our  colonies  at  a 
ftioke :  Colonies  peopled  by  our  brethren, 
Englifhmen,  and  our  own  flefh  and  blood,  and 
“  therefore  infinitely  dear  to  us :  colonies,  the 
main  lupport  of  our  trade,  by  which  the  mar¬ 
ket  foi  our  corn,  and  all  the  produce  of  our 
lands  is  kept  up.  Of  which  the  French  King 
“  is  fo  fenfible,  that  he  thinks,  if  he  could  de¬ 
prive  us  of  theie  valuable  pofiefiions,  he  might 
“  reduce  us  to  beggary  and  flavery.” 

“  °ur  Sovereign,  the  belt  and  braveft  of 
“  Kings,  has  refolved  to  defend  thefe  colonies 
with  the  utmoll  vigour,  as  he  will  every  thing 
elfe  that  belongs  to  us :  the  French  King,  on 
the  other  hand,  meeting  with  a  vigorous  re¬ 
finance  in  our  colonies,  does  not  confine  his 
ic hemes  to  that  part  of  the  world,  buc  ever 
leeks  to  enter  into  the  heart  of  our  own  country ; 
to  deftroy  every  thing  with  fire  and  fword,  and 
to  bring  on  us  every  fort  of  mifery,  that  a 
c-  powerful  and  enraged  enemy  can  contrive  or 
“  execute.  ’ T  is  to  prevent  all  thefe  evils,  that  the 
law  in  quell  ion  is  provided  :  So  that  had  it  ten 

“  times 
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“  times  the  hardlhips,  that  are  complained  of,  A.  D. 

“  whereas  it  contains  no  hardfhip  at  all  in  reality,  1?s  ' 

“  it  ought  to  be  joyfully- and  thankfully  accepted. 

“  For,  fhall  we  refufe  arming  ourfelves,  wheh 
“  not  only  our  honour,  our  profperity,  and  our 
“  fafety,  but  our  liberty  and  our  very  being 
“  pend  on  our  exerting  ourf^lves,  our  natural 
“  and  conftitutional  ftrength  manfully.” 

“  This  is  not  all :  every  one  may  not  be  aware 
“  of  our  condition,  and  of  the  power  of  that 
“  enemy  we  have  to  contend  with.  The  French 
“  King’s  country  contains  many  millions  of  peo- 
«  pie  more  than  we  have  :  and  he  is  abfolute 
“  mailer  of  the  lives  of  all  thofe  people,  .and  of 
“  every  thing  they  have :  when  he  pleafes,  he 
“  drains  the  laft  penny  from,  their  purfes ;  and 
“  takes  the  laft  man  from  their  tillages  and 
“  factories.  A  power,  that  makes,  him  danger- 
“  O.us  enough  at  all  times But  an  alfair  has  hap- 
“  pened,  which  makes  him  much  more  dangerous 
“  than,  ever.” 

“  The  Queen  of  Hungary,  whom,  in  the  laft 
“  war,  we  laved  from  being  entirely  deftroyed 

by  the  French,  equally  unmindful  of  juftiee 
“  and  grajitude,  has  now  joined  all  her  forces 
“  with  thofe  very  French,  for  the  fake  of  oppref- 
“  fing  the  King  of  Pruffia,  inftead  of  joining  us 
“  againft  the  common  enemy.  The  Queen  of  Hun- 
“  gary ismiftrefsof f1  landers, whicnhasalvvaysbeen 
“  looked  upon  as  a  country  of  great  coniequence  to 
“  us,  becaufe  it  covers  the  ftates  of  Holland,  and 
“  lies  diredlly  oppofite  to  our  coaft.  Now  Ihe 
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has  delivered  this  barrier  into  the  hands  of  the 
French,  to  pay  them  for  the  affiftance  they 
“  §ive  her  in  her  unjuft  defigns.  From  which, 
three  mifehiefs  happen  to  us ;  firft,  they  have 
“  tIlore  towns,  that  look  direftly  into  the  mouth 
of  the  Thames,  by  which  they  may  do  our 
“  trade  great  prejudice.  Secondly,  the  French 
take  us  in  on  another  fide,  and  have  fo  many 
more  ports  from  whence  they  can  invade  us  J 
“  and  thirdly,  as  they  now  lie  next  to  the  Dutch, 
“  by  .having  .Flanders  given  up  to  them,  they 
overawe  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they  dare 
not  come  to  our  affiftance.  So  that  now  our 

“  wJloIe  dependence  muft  be  only  upon  God  and 
“  our  own  courage;” 

I  know  that  great  reljance  is  juftly  had  on 
the  defence  we  may  juftly  expeft  from  our 
navy,  and  from  the  regular  army,  we  have  in 
pay.  But  this  army  is  only  a  handful  in  com¬ 
panion  to  theirs ;  and  what  is  our  fleet  or  our 
army  to  cover  a  coaft  of  15  or  1600  miles, 
“  the  circumference  of  the  ifland  of  Great  Britain. 
It  then  the  French  could  efcape  our  fleet,  and 
enter  our  country  in  a  hoftile  manner,  what,  in 
luch  a  cafe,  would  you  do  ?  Think,  fpeak,  and 
aft  like  Englifhmen !  Is  there  a  man  amongft 
“  you,  who  would  leave  the  defence  of  his  wife, 
“  his  children,  his  king,  his  country,  and  his  re- 
“  hgion  to  any  mercenary  foldiers  in  the  world? 
I  am  perluaded,  you  would  yourlelves  go  into 
the  field.  Had  we  an  hundred  thoufand  men 
“  in  arms,  you  would  ftill  be  afraid  that,  in  fuch 
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“  an  intending  conjuncture,  they  were  not  half 
“  fufficient.  Such  is  the  fpirit,  which  is,  I  am 
“  confident,  ftil]  in  my  countrymen  :  and  a  noble 
“  fpirit  it  is !  But  let  not  our  fpirit  hurry  us  away 
“  from  the  confideration  of  thofe  things,  without 
“  which  no  fpirit  can  be  ferviceable.  You  are 
called  upon  to  fight,  when  all  that  can  be  dear 
“  to  you  as  Englifnmen,  as  men,  as  proteftants, 
is  at  flake !  You  are  going  to  fight  for  all  [this, 
“  without  knowing  what  you  are  to  do  againft 
tf;  men,  whofe  trade  it  is  to  fight,  and  who  have 
“  been  perpetually  exercifed  in  the  ufe  of  arms.5’ 

“  1  know  very  well,  that  no  men  are  naturally 
“  more  brave  than  you  are :  But  in  man  bravery 
*'  is  not  enough  :  ftrength  is  not  enough  :  there 
“  muft  be  fkill ;  there  mufl  be  praflice ;  or  the 
44  greateft  ftrength  and  courage  fignify  very  little. 
44  Suppofe  the  ftouteft,  braveft  man  in  the  coun- 
44  ty,  who  in  his  whole  life  had  never  handled  a 
44  cudgel :  what  figure,  pray,  could  he  make  againft 
4f  a  little  flight  fellow,  that  by  long  praftice  was  a 
44  good  cudgel-player?  undoubtedly  you  will 
44  fay,  a  very  poor  figure.  Juft  fo  is  the  very 
44  ftrongeft  braveft  man  in  the  world  to  one,  who 
44  is  trained  up  to  be  a  loldier.  And  every  man 
44  muft  be,  and  ought  to  rejoice  in  being  a  fol- 
44  dier,  when  the  real  danger  of  his  country  calls 
44  upon  him  ;  and  he  ought  to  fpare  no  pains  to 
**  compafs  it.” 

44  Therefore  as  your  danger  was  well  known, 

44  and  as  your  defire  and  courage  to  defend  your- 
"  ftlves  were  likewife  well  known,  the  wifdom 

K  3  “of 
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A.  D.  lc  of  the  government  has  thought  fit  to  make 
j756-  cc  y0U  capable  of  protecting  yourfelves,  by  putting 
“  arms,  in  an  orderly  manner,  into  your  hands, 
“  and  by  inftru&ing  you  in  fuch  a  difcipline,  that, 
“  when  you  are  perfected  in  it,  you  need  not, 
<e  under  the  protection  of  heaven,  fear  any  force, 
“  that  the  enemy  can  fend  againft  you.” 

t  “  This  is  the  defign  of  the  militia  •,  and  it  is. 
“  nothing  elfe.  If  you  think  it  a  reftraint  on 
“  your  liberty,  to  be  obliged  to  ferve  in  this 
“  manner  •,  I  pray  you  to  confider,  that  there  is 
“  not  one  of  you,  that  thinks  it  a  hardfhip  on 
<c  his  child  to  fpend  a  laborious  fervile  appren- 
“  ticefhip  of  feven  years,  to  learn  a  trade,  by 
«  which  to  gain  a  fmall  livelihood  :  and  will  you 
“  then  pretend  to  grudge  a  few  days  in  a  year  to 
“  learn  a  profeffion,  honourable  to  all,  ablblutely 
“  neceffary  to  yourfelves,  and  the  only  thing 
tc  that  can  preferve  your  lives,  properties,  reli- 
<s  gion  and  liberty,  without  which  all  the  reft  is 
«  nothing.  Or  will  a  man  pretend  to  fay.  That 
“  he  loves  his  country,  and  values  his  freedom, 
«e  and  refufes  to  take  reafonable  pains  to  learn 
«  to  defend  that,  and  every  thing  elfe,  that  an 
il  honeft  man  ought  to  value.” 

“  But  I  have  fomewhat  particular  to  fay  to' 
“  thofe,  who  refufe,  to  put  themfelves  in  a  pofture, 
“  to  defend  their  country,  through  cowardice  or 
“  lazinefs.  If  through  their  bafen'efs  the  enemy 
cc  fhould  happen  to  prevail,  they  would,  after  be- 
“  ing  firipped  of  that  liberty,  which  they  pre- 
fume  to  abufe,  and  know  not  how  to  value,  be 

forced 
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. •  ak 

«  forced  to  bear  thofe  arms  for  a  tyrannical  op-  ^  D. 

“  preflive  mailer,  which  they  now  refufe  to  em- 
“  ploy  in  their  own  defence.  The  law  is  the 
“  only  protection  of  liberty  :  and,  juft  fo  much 
<£  as  every  man  murmurs  at  wholefome  laws  and 
“  regulations ;  fo  much  as  he  evades  them  by  ar- 
“  tifice ;  fo  much  as  he  riots  to  deftroy  them  by 
“  violence,  exa&ly  fo  much  is  he  a  promoter  of 
“  arbitrary  power,  and  fo  much  is  he  a  F rench- 
“  man  in  his  heart.  Could  our  forefathers  look 
<c  down  upon  thefe  dilcon tents  and  difturbances. 

‘c  and  were  told,  That  you  rioted,  becaufe  you 
“  are  born  under  a  King,  who  in  his  goodnefs  js 
“  willing;  to  put  arms  into  your  hands  for  felt- 

0  1  J  .  '  4 .  a.  .  *  •  > 

“  defence,  and  whofe  government  is  taking  pains 
<c  to  inftruft  you  how  to  ufe  them  againft  your 
“  natural  enemies  the  French  :  that  they  were 
“  giving  you  arms  and  fkill  to  fight,  left  you 
<c  Ihould  be  conquered  by  thofe,  whom  your  foi;e- 
“  fathers  had  fo  often  conquered  ;  they  would  be 
“  confounded  at  your  ignorance,  ftartle  at  your 
“  folly,  upbraid  you  for  your  ingratitude,  cow- 
“  ardice  and  lazinefs,  and  difown  you  for  the 
<(  defcendants  of  Englilh  heroes.” 

Such  was  the  language,  fuch  the  arguments 
and  perfuafions  required  in  the  patriots,  to  inform 
the  underftandings  of  the  people,  in  their  re- 
fpeCtive  neighbourhoods,  and  to  diflipate  the  fears 
raifedin  their  minds  by  that  leaven  of  the  old  mi- 
niftry,  which  now  began  to  work  powerfully 
again  in  every  department ;  and  would  have  de¬ 
prived  the  nation  of  the  advantage  of  that  fervice- 
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able  militia,  during  the  late  war,  had  not  the 
fame  fpirit,  which  carried  the  bill  through  the 
legiflature,  exerted  itfelf  in  the  execution  of  this 
falutary  law. 

The  hopes  conceived  by  the  new  minifters  and 
the  nation,  from  the  effectual  execution  of  the 
militia  bill,  put  them  upon  ways  and  means  to 
employ  the  Handing  forces  of  the  kingdom  in 
fer vices,  for  the  intereft  of  their  country  and  their 
own  honour .  Large  draughts  were  defigned  for 
North  America,  and  Louifbourg  was  the  firft  ob¬ 
ject  of  their  operations.  For  this  purpofe  a  fqua- 
dron  of  lhips  of  war  was  ordered  to  be  equipped, 
at  the  proper  feafon,  to  fail  under  the  command 
of  Admiral  Hawke,  with  a  powerful  land  force 
under  his  convoy.  A  fquadron  was  alfo  dif- 
patched  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  under  the  command 
of  Commodore  Stevens,  and  our  intereft  in  the 
Weft  Indies  was  confulted,  by  fending  a  fquadron 

to  Jamaica,  under  the  command  of  Admiral 
Coates. 


A.  D.  About  this  time  the  public  were  informed,  that 
J757*  Admiial  Weft  had  wrote  to  the  fecretary  of  the 
Admiralty,  defiring  to  refign  his  command  and 
to  come  to  town,  upon  Admiral  Byng’s  condemna¬ 
tion  :  and  to  Lord  Temple,  then  firft  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  ;  to  whom  he  further  explained  him- 
felf  on  the  Laid  fubjed.  As  thefe  letters  convey 
the  private  fentiments  of  one,  who  is  looked  upon 
to  be  the  moft  material  evidence  on  Mr.  Byno-’s 
trial ;  who  was  the  fecond  in  command  on  t*he 
affair,  for  which  Mr.  Byng  loft  his  life,  and  who 
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received  fuch  diftinguifhing  marks  of  the  royal  A.  D. 
favour  after  his  return  to  England,  it  would  be  1/5;' 
concealing,  or  at  lead,  not  giving  the  whole 
truth,  which  is  the  duty  of  an  hiftorian,  as  much 
as  of  an  evidence,  fhould  we  fupprefs,  or  deny 
them  a  place  in  this  hiftory. 

While  Mr.  Byng  was  under  confinement  for  Admiral 
trial,  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  manifefted  his 

Majeftv’s  approbation  of  Admiral  Weft’s  con- rive  to  Mr. 

J  J  r  r  .  Byng’s 

dudt,  by  appointing  him  to  the  command  or  a  fentenee. 
fecret  expedition,  with  orders  to  hold  himfelf  in 
readinefs  to  fail.  But  on  the  very  day  fentenee 
of  death  was  pafled  upon  Admiral  Byng,  Mr. 

Weft  wrote  to  the  fecretary  of  the  Admiralty : 

SIR,  Magnanime,  27  Jan.  1757. 

“  \K7  ITHOUT  entering  upon  the  merit  of  To  the 
“  Admiral  Byng’s  behaviour,  or  deciding 

“  at  all  upon  it,  one  way  or  other-,  yet  the  fen- ialty- 
ct  tence  pafled  this  day  upon  him  (the  lubftance 
“  of  which  I  have  feen)  makes  it  impoflible  for 
“  me  to  help  declining  the  very  honourable  and 
“  diftinguifhed  command  their  lordfhips  have  been 
«  pleafed  to  appoint  me  to  :  I  muft,  therefore, 
tc  befeech  and  entreat  their  lordfhips  to  confer  it 
“  on  fome  perfon  more  worthy,  fince  I  can  only 
ct  be  anfwerable  for  my  loyalty  and  fidelity  to  my 
“  king,  and  refolution  of  doing  what  appears  to 
“  me  for  his  fervice,  which  it  fee  ms  an  officer  may 
<c  not  want ,  and  yet  be  capitally  convicted  for  his  mi] - 
“  conduct  or  inability  of  judging  right :  and  I  am 
“  not  fo  prefumptuous,  as  to  imagine,  that  my 

“  adtions 
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%%.  “  Can  f,ways  be  fo  lightly  governed ;  nor 

„  am.La,^e'her  Cerla'n  that  theM»«  tfotbe* 

11  infallible-,  and  as  in  other  cafes  the  confe- 
“  quences  may  be  fatal,  I  mud  therefore  repeat 
“  aSam  “y  mod  earned  requed,  that  their  lord- 
“  ftlPS  will  be  pleafedt  to  appoint  fome  other  per- 
fon  to  my  command,  and  grant  me  their  lord- 
fhips  permiffion  to  come  to  town.” 

By  the  fame  conveyance,  he  Tent  as  follows  to 
Earl  Temple  : 

“My  Lord,  Magnanime,  Jan.  27,  1757, 

Templet  “  R0^6'  h°n0U1'able»  or  however  advan¬ 
tageous  the  fituation  I  am  placed  in  may 

“  be ’  yet  1  am  determined  and  fully  refolved  to 
forego  any  thing  rather  than  ferve  on  terms, 

“  wh5ch  Pubjed  an  officer  to  the  treatment  ffiewn 
“  AcJmiral  Byng,  whom  the  court-martial  have 
convicted,  not  for  cowardice ,  nor  for  treachery  ; 

“  but  for  misconduct  :  an  offence  never,  till  now, 
thought  capital ;  and  now  it  feems  only  made 
fo,  becaufe  no  alternative  of  puniffiment  was 

found  in  that  article,  they  bring  him  under. _ _ 

“  Strange  reafoning! — to  acquit  him  of  the  two 
“  Points’  cowardice  and  difaffeSIion ,  to  which  that 
“  article  can  onh  have  refpea. — Since,  though 
“  ^gligence  is  mentioned,  yet  can  it  be  only  in- 
“  tended  to  refer  to  one  or  the  other  of  thofe  two 
“  crimes’  negligence  proceeding  from  difaffeSIion 
or  cowardice.  And  I  well  remember  this  was  the 
"  °Pin5on  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  when  the 
-  b’^  was  before  them  ;  for  which  reafon  no  alter¬ 


native 
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«  native  was  left  in  that  article,  which  otherwife  D. 

«  there  would  have  been.— Courts  martial  I  have 
always  underftood  to  be  courts  of  honour  and 
«  confcience  ;  and  therefore  why  gentlemen  fliould 
“  think  themfelves  tied  by  the  letter,  or  to  aft 
«<  againft  their  opinion,  I  know  not ;  but  enough 
«  of  that  at  prefent.  I  fhall  only  make  one  ob- 
«  lervation  more,  in  regard  to  that  part  of  their 
( c  fentence,  wherein  he  is  faid  not  to  have  done  his 

“  utmojl  to  relieve  St.  Philip’s  caftle b,  without 

“  pointing 


b  Admiral  Well,  in  his  evidence  on  the  trial  of  Mr.  Eyng, 
being  afked,  concerning  the  poffibility  of  any  Hups  of  the  fleet, 
or  frigates  getting  clofe  to  the  caftle  of  St.  Philip  on  the  t9th 
in  the  morning,  laid.  He  believed  it  was  not  poflible  :  for  that 
the  fhips,  fent  for  that  purpofe,  feemed  to  endeavour  it  as  much 
as  was  in  their  power.  And  being  farther  interrogated  relative 
to  the  fame  objea,  whether  he  apprehended  the  enemy  were 
mailers  of  Mahon  harbour,  he  replied,  “  I  do  apprehend  that 
the  enemy  were  fo  far  matters  of  Mahon  harbour,  as  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  Englilh  fleet  from  making  ufe  of  u  with  fecurity  to 
themfelves.”  And  in  regard  to  the  propriety  of  throwing  m 
the  land  forces.  He  declared  it  his  opinion  that  it  would  have 
been  improper  and  highly  inexcufable,  when  the  enemy  was 
in  light,  as  it  would  have  weakened  the  force  of  the  Englilh 
fleet  and  expofed  it  to  that  of  the  enemy,  which  was  at  that 
time’fuperior:  that  had  thofe  land  forces  been  thrown  into 
St.  Philip’s,  the  fhips  would  not  have  been  fit  for  adtion  and 
to  engage  the  enemy’s  fleet,  nor  fufficient  to  defend  the  caftle 
againft  the  enemy,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  for  them  hot  to  have 

ftirrendered.  .  ,  „  ,  , 

Captain  Amherll  declared,  that  all  the  fhips  in  the  fleet,  when 

the  fignal  was  made  for  battle,  bore  down,  and  thofe  fhips,  which 
were  in  aftion,  did  engage  as  clofe  as  they  could  get  s  amongft 
Which  he  particularly  mentions  the  Culloden  and  the  fhips  m 
her  van  $  and  as  the  weather  was  very  good  he  apprehended. 


1  §6  The  GENERAL  HISTORY  of 

A-  D.  “  pointing  out,  which  way  it  could  have  been  re- 
’’  “  lieved  by  him,  which  indeed  they  would  have 
found  difficult  enough  to  have  done. 

“  As 

that  the  rear  would  have  engaged  as  near  as  the  van  did,  had 
the  French  lard  to,  inflead  of  making  fail  on,  prefently  after 
Mr.  By  ng  began  to  engage. 

Captain  Lloyd  being  ajked  concerning  the  occa/ion  of  the 
Admiral’s  Ihip  backing,  and  the  delay  it  made,  angered. 

That  he  thought  the  Trident’s  being  under  the  Admiral’s 
Ice  bow,  was  the  occafion  of  his  backing,  and,  in  courfe,  fo 
much  time  was  loft  in  getting  down.” 

Captain  Philips  being  ajked,  If  each  fhip  in  the  rear  had 
crowded  fail  in  proportion  to  their  diftance  from  the  enemy, 
t  ey  could  not  have  got  as  near  the  rear  of  the  enemy  within 
me  time,  or  a  little  fpace  of  the  time  more,  as  the  van  clofed 
the  van  of  the  enemy  ?  anfwered,  That  he  thought  all  the 
jail  tney  could  have  made  would  not  have  brought  them  down 
fo  oon  as  the  van.  Though  they  might  have  got  down  in  a 

mad  Tl  m0re'r  ^  ^  Fremh'  ‘When  th(J  that> 

made  Jail  on,  as  Captain  Amherft  relates). 

Captain  Gardiner  of  the  Ramillies  depofed,  That  the  Tri 
dent  being  abaft  the  larboard  beam  of  the  Ramillies,  did  fo 
impede  the  Ramillies  in  going  down  to  the  enemy,  that  the 
Admiral  muft  have  gone  down  without  his  force,  which  was 
not  is  intention  :  that  the  fignal  was  out  for  the  line  of  battle 
a-head  at  that  time,  and  the  rear-divifion  went  down  very  re 

f  3r  afCeI  the  7;rident  “d  Prince*  Louifa  got  into  their 
liations.  Being  afked.  Whether  it  had  not  been  a  more  fpeedy 
and  regular  method  to  clofe  the  enemy,  to  have  made  the 
kgnal  for  the  line  a-breaft  ?  the  Captain  faid,  no  j  becaufe  it 

w;1  h*  ’mPr°Per  Mps  to  go  down  in  a  line  a-breaft,  to 
a.tack  ihips  that  are  laying  in  a  line  a-head,  when  they  can  go 
down  w"h  their  bows  to  them  s  i.  e.  a  flaming  courfc  '  th 
and  therefore  he  was  of  opinion.  That  the  rear  did  take  the 
proper  method  to  come  down  to  the  enemy.  And  being  far¬ 
ther  interrogated.  Whether  he  mean,,  as  to  the  con, he  teered 

OH 
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<s  As  I  have  taken  my  firm  and  final  refolution  A*  D* 

•  1757. 

<c  to  refign  the  command,  and  have  wrote  very 

“  ftrongly 

on  the  enemy,  or  the  fail  carried  ?  he  anfwered,  “  Eoth  :  but 
this,  faid  he,  is  matter  of  opinion  which  I  fhall  hereafter  avoid 
entering  into,  as  there  are  many  fuperior  judges  here  to  me.” 

He  was  alfo  of  opinion.  That  the  rear  would  have  engaged 
as  near  the  enemy  as  the  van  did,  had  the  French  fleet  ftaid  : 

“  that  it  was  Admiral  Byng’s  intention  to  engage  the  Chief 
Efcadre,  the  third  fliip  from  the  enemy’s  rear,  and  not  to 
throw  away  his  Ihot,  as  the  enemy  did,  till  he  came  near  the 
enemy :  “  that  the  admiral  flood  on,  till  it  was  imagined  on 
board  the  Ramillies,  that  every  fliip,  if  Ihe  had  gone  properly 
down  with  a  flanting  courfe,  could  have  gone  down  to  the  lhips, 
they  fhould  have  engaged,  of  the  enemy,  with  their  broadfldes 
to  them :  “  that  he  recollefled  this  particularly  to  have  heard 
the  Admiral  fay,  when  the  Ramillies  was  a-breaft  of  them, 
that  that  was  his  intention  :  “  that  the  Admiral  ordered  the 
guns  to  be  Ihotted  with  round  and  grape  {hot,  two  Ihot  in  the 
guns  below,  and  propofed  to  fet  top  gallant  fails  on  feeing  the 
French  going  away ;  and  that  he  heard  him  exprefs,  at  that 
time,  his  unhappinefs  at  not  having  a  fufiicient  force  to  make 
the  general  fignal  to  chafe ;  as  he  thought  he  could  materially 
have  diftrefled  the  enemy  in  the  fituation  they  then  were  in, 
if,  faid  he,  1  bad  two  or  three  Jbips  more 

Jofeph  Belwaird,  mailer  of  the  Ramillies,  faid.  That  he  had 
orders  to  fleer  fuch  a  courfe  down  on  the  enemy,  as  to  cut  off 
the  third  fhip  of  the  enemy’s  rear,  which  fliip  the  Admiral 
exprefled  his  intention  to  engage,  and  that  they  Ihould  have 
gone  near  on  the  enemy,  if  that  accident,  of  the  Trident,  had 
not  happened.  Admiral  Norris  interrupted  him  by  faying, That 
was  matter  ofopinion.  Being  a£ked,wh  ether  the  (hips  could  have 
preferved  a  line  of  battle  in  going  down  to  the  enemy,  as  well 
with  the  top  gallant  fails,  as  without  them,  as  the  weather  then 
was  ?  anfwered, That  as  the  weather  then  was  he  could  have  car¬ 
ried  them  ;  but  that  he  left  it  to  the  judgmentof  the  court,  whe¬ 
ther  a  proud  of  fail  is  proper  to  preferve  the  order  of  battle, 

when 
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A.  D.  <c  ftrongly,  on  that  head,  to  the  board,  I  muft 
*75/-  intreat  your  lordfhip  to  facilitate  it  j  and  I 
tc  am.  Yours,  &c.” 

The  Laft  year,  at  this  feafon,  the  cry  was  about 

fchemefor  ^  danger  °f  a  French  invafion.  This  was 

the  year 

1757-  when  fhips  are  in  a  line  a-head  fo  clofely  connected  together, 
as  at  the  diftance  of  half  a  cable,  and  at  the  brink  of  coming 
to  a&ion,  when  the  enemy  is  waiting. 

Colonel  Smith  being  examined  in  reference  to  the  prifoner’s 
courage,  faid.  That  he  was  near  the  Admiral’s  perfon  during 
the  whole  time  of  adlion  ;  that  he  perceived  no  backwardnefs 
in  the  Admiral  during  the  adlion  ;  nor  any  mark  of  fear  or 
confufion,  either  from  his  countenance  or  behaviour,  but  ra¬ 
ther  the  reverfe ;  that  he  gave  his  orders  very  cooly,  and 
without  the  leaft  confulion :  that  he  did  appear  folicitous  to 
engage  the  enemy  :  to  afiilt  his  Majefty's  fhips,  that  were 
engaged  with  the  enemy  ;  and  both  this  Colonel  and  others 
teftified,  That  they  never,  after  the  day  of  aftion,  heard  any 
murmuring  or  difcontent  among  the  officers  or  men,  on  any 
fuppofition  that  the  Admiral  had  not  done  his  duty  ;  and  Mr. 
Lloyd,  furgeon  of  the  Ramillies,  faid,  that  the  men  were 
quite  the  reverfe  from  any  difcontent,  &c. 

All  which  compared  with  the  refolutions  of  the  court  martial, 
which  acquit  him  exprefsly  of  cowardice  and  difaffeclion ;  and 
with  the  z  5  th  refolution,  which  fays,  that  “  the  court  were  (una- 
nimoi/fy)  of  opinion,  that  while  the  Ramillies  was  firing,  in 
going  down,  the  Trident  and  fhips,  immediately  a-head  of 
the  Ramillies,  proved  an  impediment  to  the  Ramillies's  continu¬ 
ing  to  go  down  5”  may  properly  account  for  thofe  pafl'ages  in 
Admiral  Weft’s  letters,  where  he  fays,  “  I  am  not  altogether 
certain  that  the  judgment  of  others  is  infallible,”  and  where  he 
is  determined  and  fully  refolved  to  forego  any  thing  rather  than 
ferve  on  terms,  which  fubjett  an  officer  to  the  treatment  fhewn 
Admiral  Byng. 

N.  B.  General  Fowkes  has  been  reftored  to  his  rank  in  the 
army,  and  to  a  command  in  Ireland,  by  his  prefent  Majefty. 

thought 
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thought  a  proper  foporific  for  the  men  in  power  at  A.  D. 
that  time,  to  keep  the  ftrength  of  the  nation  in-  1757’ 
active  at  home.  The  alteration  in  the  miniftry, 
and  the  proceedings  of  the  parliament,  this  win¬ 
ter,  made  the  French  alter  their  fcheme.  They 
were  informed  of  the  new  minifter’s  abilities  and 
enterprising  activity.  They  could  not  expect  to 
frighten  him  into  a  refolution  to  employ  all  our 
force,  as  his  predeceflors  had  done,  to  guard  the 
coaft  of -there  kingdoms  from  a  defcent ;  and  they 
were  perfectly  convinced,  that  the  voice  of  the 
people  was  for  an  offenfive  war,  and  that  they 
weic  alfo  willing  to  fupport  the  King  in  a  vigorous 
proiecution  of  it.  Therefore,  their  plan  for  the  year 
*757»  was  divert  Great  Britain  from  the  main 
object  of  the  war  in  America,  by  provoking  us 
to  become  principals  in  the  German  war. 

With  this  view  we  find  the  French  took  all  H;s  Ma. 
their  meafures.  And  on  the  17th  of  February,  feftV’snief- 
his  MajeSty  fent  a  meffage  by  the  Right  Hon.  hisTieaol 
William  Pitt,  Efqj  one  of  the  principal  Se-  tc, 
cretaries  of  State,  fignifying,  “  That  it  was  always 
with  reluftance  that  his  Majefty  alked  any  extra¬ 
ordinary  fupply  of  his  people ;  but  that,  as  the 
united  counfels  and  formidable  preparations  of 
France  and  her  allies  threaten,  with  the  molt 
alarming  confequences,  Europe  in  general ;  and 
that  as  thefe  moft  unjuft  and  vindicative  defigns 
were  particularly  and  immediately  bent  againft  his 
Majefty’s  Eledtoral  dominions,  and  thofe  of  his 
good  ally  the  King  of  Pruflia,  his  Majefty  did 
confide  on  the  experienced  zeal  and  affedtion  of 
1  his 
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A.  D.  his  faithful  Commons,  that  they  would  ehearfully 
17 57‘  affift  him  in  forming  and  maintaining  an  army  of 
obfervation,  for  the  juft  and  necefiary  defence  and 
King  of  prefervation  thereof,  and  to  enable  his  Majefty  to 
Piuffia.  fulfil  his  engagements  with  the  King  of  Pruffia, 
for  the  fecurity  of  the  empire,  againft  the  irrup¬ 
tion  of  foreign  armies,  and  for  the  fupport  of  the 
common  caufe.” 

How  the  parliament  received  and  honoured  this 
melfage,  by  granting  all  his  Majefty  .requefted, 
Difagree-  has  been  already  related  b ;  but  it  was  not  done 
nation°  the  whhout  a  great  outcry  and  clamour  amongft  the 
people  without  doors ;  who,  on  this  occafion,  talked 
very  freely  againft  the  projected  army  of  obferva¬ 
tion  in  Germany,  which  they  deemed  a  prelude 
to  a  ruinous  continental  war,  that,  fooner  or  later, 
might  ftarve  our  operations  by  fea,  and  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  at  the  fame  time  diftrefs  the  nation  with 
an  accumulation  of  taxes,  and  an  additional  load 
of  debts.  However,  the  popularity  of  the  mi- 
nifter,  who,  with  his  adherents,  omitted  nothing 
to  difcourage  German  meafures ;  and  the  compaf- 
fionate  arguments  urged  in  favour  of  Hanover, 
by  the  advocates  for  a  continental  war,  threatened 
by  the  enemy  of  our  nation,  on  our  account  only, 
reconciled  them  to  an  acquiefcence ;  if  it  could 
not  bring  them  to  approve  a  meafure,  which 
leaned  fo  apparently  towards  a  re-adoption  of  thofe 
continental  meafures ;  upon  a  bare  fufpicion  of 
which  any  other  miniftry  would  have  totally  for- 
Aliowed  felted  the  confidence  of  the  people.  In  a  word, 
d°iem.eXpe"  expediency  of  fupporting  Hanover  and  afiift- 

b  See  the  (applies  on  p.  125,  &c.  Vol.  II. 

ing 
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ing  the  King  of  Pruffia  was  allowed ;  and  mea-  A-  D- 
fures  were  taken  immediately  to  carry  the  necef-  17571 
fary  refolutions  into  execution.  Two  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  was  granted  for  the  relief  of  his 
Pruftian  Majefty  c.  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland  was  appointed  to  the  chief  com¬ 
mand  of  the  army  to  be  raifed  in  Germany*  to 
obferve  the  motions  of  the  French :  and  he  fet 
out  accordingly  for  Hanover,  on  the  9th  of  April, 
from  London.  The  French  army  of  80,000 
men,  the  choiceft  troops  of  France*  under  the 
command  of  M.  de  Eftrees,  having  already  pafied 
the  Rhine,  feized  upon  the  town  of  Embden  and 
whatever  belonged  to  the  King  of  Pruffia  in  Eaft 
Friefland,  and  by  (low  marches  made  the  bell  dif- 
pofitions  to  over-run  his  Britannic  Majefty’s  eledlo- 
ral  dominions  *  and  fixed  upon  Munfter  for  the 
Marfhal’s  head  quarters.  There  was  another  army 
of  25,000  men,  fent  from  France,  under  the  cOm-' 
mand  of  the  Prince  of  Soubife,  which  at  the  fame 
time  was  employed  in  the  redudion  of  Cleves, 

Meurs  and  Guelders,  &c.  after  which  fervice,  it 
was  ordered  to  join  the  Imperial  army  of  execution, 
againft  the  King  of  Pruffia  and  his  allies. 

But  fuch  was  the  equity  and  precaution  of  his  The  e(juj_, 

Britannic  Majefty  to  give  no  real  caufe,  or  appear- tyof  ,lis 
r  •  r  1  Britannic 

ance  of  provocation,  to  any  power,  to  invade  his  Majefty, 

German  dominions,  that  in  thefe  circumftances, 

when  a  formidable  French  army  was  advanced  to 

their  frontiers,  his  Majefty  would  not  fuffer  his 

troops  to  take  the  field,  till  he  had  publifhed  to 

e  See  the  note  on  page  I27.  Vol.  II. 

Yol.  II.  J_j  the 
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the  world  the  juft  motives,  which  compelled  him 
to  repel  force  by  force,  and  to  defend  him  againft 
the  invafion  of  his  enemies  by  thofe  means,  Provi¬ 
dence  had  put  in  his  power. 

“  His  Britannic  Majefty,  Elector  of  Brunfwick 
Lunenburg,  on  this  occafion  declared,  That  he  had 
ufed  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  prevent  the  war, 
which  had  rilen  between  him  as  King  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  crown  of  France,  and  to  accom¬ 
modate  the  differences,  which  occafioned  it,  by 
way  of  negociation  :  That  when  he  found  thefe 
endeavours  to  be  ineffectual,  he  ftill  laboured  to 
keep  the  war,  which  he  could  not  prevent,  within 
narrow  bounds,  that  it  might  not  interrupt  the 
tranquility  of  his  dominions  in  Germany,  much 
lefs  the  other  ftates  of  Europe,  who  had  no  con¬ 
cern  in  the  quarrel :  That  in  confequence  of  this 
pacific  difpofition,  and  becaufe  in  autumn,  1755, 
it  was  become  more  probable  than  ever,  that 
France,  to  revenge  the  fuppofed  injuries,  which  fhe 
had  received  from  his  Britannic  Majefty,  would 
attack  his  dominions  in  Germany,  his  Majefty  in 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1756,  concluded  a  treaty 
with  the  King  of  Pruftia,  by  which  he  had  great 
reafon  to  hope  his  pacific  defigns  would  have  been 
rendered  effectual ;  as  by  this  treaty,  purfuant  to 
the  defign  of  it,  it  was  probable  the  King  of 
France  would  be  difappointed  in  his  views  d :  and 

d  This  leads  us  to  the  reafon  of  our  fubfidiary  treaty  with 
Rufiiain  1755,  which  by  this  aflertion,  appears  to  have  been 
made  with  a  view  to  prevent  any  attempt  upon  Hanover,  by 
the  King  of  Prufiia  i.i  alliance  .with  France.  See  Vol.  I.  p. 
134,  135,  202,  203,  255,  256. 
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though  a  new  war e  has  broken  out  unexpectedly  f,  D. 
fince  that  time  his  Majefty  had  carefully  avoided  *75/' 
taking  any  part  in  it.  That  it  was  impoflible  for 
the  difpaftionate  and  impartial,  after  confidering 
the  conduCt  of  his  Britannic  Majefty  on  this  occa- 
fion,  not  to  fee  the  injuftice  of  all  the  motives  and 
pretences  of  France  for  invading  the  electorate 
of  Brunfwick,  which  is  under  the  protection  of 
the  Empire :  That,  if  thele  pretences  were  found¬ 
ed  upon  the  war  which  had  broke  out  between 
England  and  France,  it  would  be  eafy  to  fhew, 
that  this  war,  both  with  refpeCt  to  its  caufes,  and 
its  end,  is  entirely  foreign  to  his  Majefty,  as  Elec¬ 
tor  of  Hanover,  and  to  his  Hanoverian  domini¬ 
ons  :  and  that  as  to  the  fecond  war,  which  had 
been  kindled  in  Germany,  the  crown  of  France, 
as  guarantee  of  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia,  had  not 
the  lead;  pretence  on  one  hand,  to  aCt  againft  the 
States  before-mentioned,  fo  long  as  his  Majefty 
cannot  be  charged  with  any  breach  of  the  faid 
peace ;  and  on  the  other,  France,  as  an  ally  and 
auxilliary  of  the  Emprefs  Queen,  cannot  juftly 
aCt  againft  a  member  of  the  Empire,  who  is  not 
at  war,  nor  has  the  leaft  difference  with  her  Im¬ 
perial  Majefty.  But  that,  as  France  has  notwith- 
ftanding  entered  the  Empire  on  the  fide  of  Weft¬ 
phalia,  with  a  numerous  army,  which  after  hav- 

e  Between  the  King  of  Pruffia  and  the  Emprefs  Queen,  and 
her  allies. 

f  As  to  his  part :  for  his  Britannic  Majefty  declared  his  total 
ignorance  of  any  fuch  intention  of  the  King  of  Pruffia’s  in¬ 
vading  Saxony  and  Bohemia,  till  it  was  aftually  done.  See  p.  80. 
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ing  garrifoned  the  Imperial  city  of  Cologne,  is 
advancing  farther  and  farther  into  the  Electoral 
States  of  Brunfwick  ;  as  it  has  already  entered  and 
raifed  contributions  in  the  Biffiopric  of  Munfter ; 
and  as  his  defigns  againft  the  eftates  of  his  Britan¬ 
nic  Majefty  in  Germany,  are  too  manifeft  to  be 
doubted,  he  was  compelled  by  indifpenfible  ne- 
ceffity  to  afiemble  and  march  an  army  to  avert, 
with  the  affiftanee  of  the  Mod  High,  all  violence, 
injuftice  and  ufurpation,  upon  his  own  eftates  and 
thofe  of  his  neighbours :  That,  to  prevent  the  ill 
confequence  of  falfe  and  artful  infinuations,  his 
Majefty  thought  it  highly  requifite  thus  to  declare 
to  the  whole  world,  that  he  was  very  far  from 
having  conceived  any  defign  to  aft  offenfively 
againft  any  of  the  States  of  the  Empire,  or  even 
againft  the  crown  of  France  :  and  that  by  the 
armament,  and  the  march  of  his  troops,  to  which 
he  was  compelled,  he  had  no  view,  nor  defire, 
but  to  reprefs  by  the  divine  affiftanee  all  invafion, 
violence  and  hoftilities  and,  if  fuch  fhould  hap¬ 
pen,  to  do,  as  an  original  member  of  the  Empire, 
what  ffiall  be  juft  in  the  fight  of  God  and  of  man, 
and  what  is  required  of  him  by  the  ftates,  which 
the  Almighty  has  placed  under  his  proteftion  : 
That  he  was  confident,  no  perfon  could  miftake 
or  mifinterpret  that  conduct,  into  which  he  had 
been  forced  upon  the  principles  of  felf-defence : 
and  that  he  particularly  confided  in  the  faith  and 
friendfhip  of  his  co-eftates  in  the  Empire,  that 
they  would  not  difcountenance  his  views  in  their 
favour,  of  keeping  the  calamities  of  war  at  a  di- 

ftance 
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ftance  from  their  frontiers  •,  but  that  they  would  A-  D- 

J  1  n  5  7  • 

rather  facilitate  and  fupport  them  :  that  being  well 
allured  his  Majefty’s  troops  would  obferve  the 
moft  exad  difcipline,  he  hoped,  they  would  in  re¬ 
turn,  give  them  proofs  of  their  good  will,  par¬ 
ticularly  by  furnifhing  them,  for  ready  money, 
with  fuch  provifions  and  forage,  as  they  ffiould 
want :  and  laitly,  that  they  would  not  furnifh  his 
enemies  with  thefe  or  any  other  neceffaries,  or  ac¬ 
commodations,  that  might  be  prejudicial  to  his 
Majefty’s  dominions  or  their  own.” 

This  declaration  was  immediately  followed  by  The  army 
affembling  the  army  of  obfervation,  which  con- °o^!elv4" 
filled  of  Hanoverians,  Hefiians  and  fome  other 
lefs  refped/able  ftates,  to  the  amount  of  40,000 
men,  under  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland,  who  eftablifhed  his  head  quarters  at 
Bielfeldt,  and  there  concerted  the  plan  of  opera¬ 
tions  with  the  general  officers,  that  were  to  ad 
under  him.  But  what  could  be  expeded  from  Under 
fo  weak  a  force,  and  a  meafure,  which  by  no  ^’,1^  ;'t 
means  could  be  faid  to  be  agreeable  to  the  Eng-  hl,jured» 
liffi,  at  whofe  expence  this  army  was  to  be  fup- 
ported  •,  and  at  a  jundure  of  time,  the  more  un¬ 
fortunate  for  fuch  an  undertaking,  as  it  was  to  be 
carried  into  execution  and  fupported  by  the  old 
miniftry  reftored,  whole  credit  with  the  nation  was 
fo  entirely  funk,  and  whofe  attachment  to  conti¬ 
nental  meafures,  at  the  rifle  of  their  national  in- 
tereft,  had  been  fo  often  proved,  that  every  wheel 
of  the  ftate  turned  heavily  from  the  day  they  re-f 
ftipied  the  management  of  public  affairs. 

L  3  Thp 
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A.  D.  The  difintereftednefs  of  that  part  of  the  mini- 

1 7  C  ^ 

ftrv,  which  had  been  called  to  the  helm,  hi  the  late 

The  con-  .  , 

duft  0f  the  promotion,  appeared  on  every  occafion,  in  the 

tiers. mini"  fena,:e  and  in  the  cabinet-  Great  counfellors  of 
Hate  (vvhofe  predeceftors  had  made  it  a  conftanc 
rule  to  maintain  their  power  by  confulting  the  in¬ 
clinations  and  paffions  of  their  fovereign,  and  pa¬ 
tronizing  no  meafure  either  in  parliament,  or  at  the 
council  board,  but  what  tended  to  extend  the  pre¬ 
rogative,  and  to  bring  the  people  into  a  Hate  of 
dependency  upon  the  crown)  who  were  determined 
to  fhew,  that,  as  they  had  not  bargained  for  their 
places,  nor  furrer.dered  their  principles  by  capitu¬ 
lation,  he  is  the  beft  fervant  of  the  crown,  that 
maintains  his  independency  and  candour  in  office, 
with,  the  ft  rifle  ft  regard  to  the  intereft  of  his 
country.  Thus  the  firft  time,  for  many  years, 
the  intereft  of  the  nation  became  the  touch  ftone 
of  every  meafure  propofed  by  the  adminiftration. 
Men,  that  could  not  be  tempted 'to  depart  from 
their  integrity,  that  kept  themfelves  difembarraff- 
ed,  and  let  no  farther  value  upon  their  power, 
than  it  enacued  them  to  lerve  their  Ring  and  coun¬ 
try,  debated  every  meafure  in  the  prefence  of  their 
fovereign,  without  fear  of  his  diflike  and  refent- 
ment ;  and  in  parliament  they  remembered,  that 
they  fate  in  that  auguft  houfe,  not  as  fervants  to 
the  crown,  but  as  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  and 
guardians  of  their  liberty  and  property ;  and  that 
it  was  their  duty  to  oppofe  every  defign,  which 
appeared  prejudicial  to  the  fubjeft. 


However, 
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However,  this  behaviour  expofed  the  patriot 

minifters  to  great  mifreprefentations  by  their  affo-  ^  Pitt 

dates  out  of  the  old  miniftry,  who  dill  continued  religns  the 

ic  'i  r<» 

about  the  throne,  and  made  their  addrefs  to  his  L>1 
Majefty  by  exaggerating  the  oppofition  to  thofe 
meafures,  efpoufed  mod  warmly  by  his  Majefty, 
in  behalf  of  his  eledoral  dominions,  and  injuri- 
oufly  reprefenting  the  new  minifters  to  be  luke¬ 
warm  in  promoting  other  meafures,  which  the 
national  fervice  required.  So  that  by  opportunity 
and  importunity,  and  by  conveying  falfe  ideas, 
injurious  to  the  charaders  of  Mr.  Pitt  and  his 
adherents,  in  the  late  promotions  to  the  miniftry, 
they  obtained  their  peremptory  difmiftion  from 
their  feveral  offices;  at  a  conjundure  of  time, 
when  wil'dom,  integrity  and  nrmnefs  were  more 
necedary  than  ever. 

A  pen  cannot  depid  the  prefent  deplorable  date  Thedepio- 

r  .  ‘  rable  ftate 

of  the  nation  in  this  real  diltrels  ;  without  an  ally,  cf  the  na_ 
but  who  required  powerful  aid  from  us ;  engaged  t,on- 
in  a  war  with  the  moft  formidable  enemy  in  Europe, 
and  in  a  war  hitherto  unfuccefsful ;  without  any 
fyftem  in  its  councils  for  carrying  on  the  war  to  effed, 
and  with  a  miniftry  in  whom  the  nation  could  not 
confide  :  when  the  military  virtue  of  our  anceftors 
feemed  to  be  degenerated  for  want  of  proper 
difcipline  and  fervice  ;  our  operations  againft  the 
enemy  at  a  ftop,  and  the  rage  of  fadion  was  eveiy 
where  confuming  the  little  remains  of  patriotiim. 

At  court  the  enemy  feemed  entirely  to  be  for¬ 
got.  There  was  no  attention  to  any  thing,  but 
who  could  get,  and  keep  the  beft  places.  The 

L  4  enemy 
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A.D;  enemy  was  permitted  to  execute  every  plan,  with- 
out  oppofition and,  if  it  may  be  equitable  to 
judge  from  circumftances,  that  can  be  proved  by 

*Vents ;  there  vvas  Srear  reafon  to  fufped  that 
Mr.  Pitt’s  plan  againft  Louifbourg,  was  not  kept 
with  that  fecrefy,  among!!  the  parties  entrufted  with 
ns  ddljnation,  as  becomes  a  cabinet-council :  nor 
carried  fo  unanimoufiy  in  the  cabinet,  as  to  pre¬ 
vent  any  private  intrigue  to  render  it  abortive 
fayed .tle"  F9r’  the  equipment  qf  this  armament  was  by  one 
means  or  other  delayed  till  it  was  too  late,  either  to 
attack  Louifbourg,  or  to  favour  any  plan  of  ope¬ 
rations  by  Lord  Loudon  and  the  Provincials,  on 
the  continent  of  North  America.  This  fleet  did 
not  get  from  Cork  before  the  8th  of  May;  and 
then,  inflead  of  Admiral  Hawke,  it  failed  under 
the  command  of  Admiral  Holbourne.  Our  at¬ 
tention  to  the  fecurity  of  our  fettlements  in  North 
America  might  be  eafily  forefeen  by  the  French 
^ut  the  plan  for  taking  Louifbourg,  which  we 
fhall  fee  was  the  principal  objed  of  the  French 
armament  at  this  conjuncture  to  prevent,  could 
fcarce  have  entered  their  thoughts,  had  it  not  been 
intimated  to  the  enemy  ;  and,  perhaps,  as  foon  as 
it  had  been  refolved  upon  at  St.  James’s  ;  or  it 
would  have  been  impoffible  to  have  provided  fo 
expedltioufly  for  its  defence. 

Attack  °f  The  refolution  to  attack  Louifbourg,  at  the 
i>ourg  re-  ^ame  time  the  French  were  to  be  driven  from  the 
foived  up-  Ohio,  and  their  other  encroachments  on  the  conti¬ 
nent  of  North  America,  w7as  taken  foon  after  his 
Majefly  committed  the  diredion  of  his  national 
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affairs  to  Mr.  Pitt:  and  the  preparations  were  A-  D> 
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begun  to  carry  it  into  execution  loon  after  Chrift- 

mas.  The  French,  truly  fenfible  of  the  importance 
of  Louifbourg,  immediately  equipped,  with  the 
utmoft  expedition,  three  feveral  fquadrons  to  cover  Howpre- 
and  defend  Louifbourg,  and  to  {Lengthen  their vented? 
forces  on  the  continent.  One,  of  nine  {hips,  failed 
from  Breft  on  the  30th  of  Jan.  1757,  with  a 
body  of  troops  on  board,  under  the  commapd  of 
M.  de  Beaufremont :  who  {leered  for  the  Weft 
Indies  to  reinforce  the  French  garrifons  in  that 
quarter,  and  to  wait  the  firft  opportunity  to  get 
into  Louifbourg  after  the  breaking  of  the  ice, 

This  was  followed  by  another  fquadron  of  five 
fhips,  which  failed  under  M.  du  Riveft,  about 
the  beginning  of  April,  with  a  number  of  troops, 
warlike  flores  and  provifions  on  board,  from  Tou¬ 
lon  ;  efcaped  Admiral  Saunders  ffationed  off  Gi¬ 
braltar,  and  arrived  at  Louifbourg  on  the  4th  of 
June.  A  third,  confifting  of  14  fhips,  failed  on 
the  3d  of  May,  (a  week  before  Holbourne  de¬ 
parted  from  Corke)  under  the  command  of  M.  du 
Bois  de  la  Mothe,  from  Breff,with  a  number  of  fol- 
diers  on  board,  and  prefents  for  the  Indians,  and 
arrived  at  Louifbourg  on  the  29th  of  June;  where¬ 
as  the  Englifh  fleet  did  not  arrive  at  Hallifax,  the 
place  of  rendezvous,  before  the  9th  of  July  ;  when 
both  the  feafon,  and  the  fuperior  {Length  of  the 
enemy,  made  it  impracticable  to  carry  Mr.  Pitt’s 
vigorous  and  feafonable  plan  into  execution,  with 
any  hopes  of  fuccefs. 
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A.  D.  There  were  three  faflions  now  formed  againft 
17S7'  the  great  men  of  the  nation:  Of  which  it  will  be 
«u!ns  irfthe  necefraI7  to  obferve,  That  one  of  them,  which  had 
fure.  the  greateft  parliamentary  intereft,  and  the  greateft 
intereft  alfo  with  the  monied  people,  confided  of 
fuch  as  had  grown  into  place  and  power  under  the 
old  miniftry  :  were  greatly  refpedted  by  the  King, 
for  their  long  and  adulating  fervices  and  compli¬ 
ances  ;  but  weak  in  fotne  material  points ;  and  not 
at  all  popular.  Another  faction,  whofe  parlia¬ 
mentary  ftrength  was  much  inferior  to  the  former, 
had  the  character  of  better  abilities,  and  an  in¬ 
tereft  at  one  court  able  to  balance  that  of  the  old 
miniftry,  by  means  of  a  then  powerful  connection  . 
yet  they  were  more  unpopular;  and  that  very 
powerful  connection  made  them  much  lefs  refpeft- 
ed  at  another  court ;  and  ftill  worfe  with  the  gene¬ 
rality  of  the  people;  whofe  jealoufies  had  been 
induftrioufly  railed  and  increafed  by  farcaftical 
hints  and  whifpers.  A  third  fadtion  formed  itfelf, 
without  the  aid  of  parliamentary,  or  court  influ¬ 
ence  ;  almoft  entirely  upon  the  popularity  of  their 
leader,  whofe  abilities  recommended  him  to  their 
efteem,  who  had  no  other  views  than  a  redrefs  of 
grievances.  His  eloquence  and  difintereftednefs 
could  not  be  denied  by  his  enemies :  and  the  na¬ 
tion  placed  their  whole  dependance  upon  his  wil- 
dom,  integrity  and  love  for  his  country. 

Thefe  factions  differed  extremely  in  regard  to 
power  :  though  the  two  former  were  near  agreed 
in  the  general  fcheme  of  their  politics.  They 
looked  upon  the  increafe  of  power  in  France,  as 
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the  greateft  of  all  evils :  and  therefore  thought  it 
abfolutely  neceftary  to  maintain  a  balance  of  power, 
or  to  feek  the  fafety  and  liberty  of  Great  Britain 
in  the  general  fafety  and  liberty  of  Europe.  This 
fyftem  had  drawn  them,  many  years,  into  clofe 
connexions  with  the  powers  on  the  continent,  by 
large  fubfidies  and  inconfiftent  treaties,  and  even 
by  fighting  their  battles  in  foreign  quarrels. 
This  furnifhed  an  argument  for  a  (landing  army  : 
and  prevailed  with  them  to  employ  our  navy  in 
fublerviency  to  the  continental  fyftem.  They 
were  alfo  peculiar  in  their  notions  about  our  con- 
ftitutional  liberty.  Both  parties  declared  againft 
arbitrary  power,  and  admitted  the  ufefulnefs  of 
parliaments.  They  pretended  to  be  ftanch  friends 
to  the  conftitution,  and  ftrenuous  afiertors  of  the 
legal  rights  of  the  people  :  But,  under  a  miftaken 
notion  of  government,  they  deviated  into  the 
very  principles  and  practices,  they  publickly  dis¬ 
avowed.  They  threw  the  ballance  of  power  into 
the  crown,  which  our  conftitution  requires  to  be 
equal  in  all  its  parts.  They,  for  this  purpofe,  ex¬ 
tended  the  influence  of  the  court  by  creating  nu¬ 
merous  lucrative  places  and  employments  at  the 
difpofal  of  the  crown.  By  the  means  of  thefe 
places,  they  fecured  a  majority  in  parliament; 
and  fo  long  as  they  could  preferve  this  majority, 
they  gave  themfelves  no  concern  about  the  efteem 
and  approbation  of  the  people.  It  was  aftembled 
to  raife  money  for  them,  to  do  as  they  pleafed 
with  it ;  and  that  judicature,  which  ought  to  be  a 
terror  to  bad  minifters,  (kreened  them  from  pu- 
x  nifhment. 
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A.  D.  rudiment,  if  impeached  by  the  nation  for  theif 
75/*  mifcondudl. 

Tire  tnird,  which,  for  diftindtion  fake,  Jet  us 
call  the  popular  party,  did  alfo  think  it  neceffary 
to  fet  bounds  to  the  power  and  influence  of 
France,  amongft  the  neighbouring  dates:  But 
thefe  differed  much  about  the  means ;  and  were 
for  making  the  operations  of  which  necefiity,  or 
found  policy,  might  oblige  Great  Britain  to  take 
3  part  in,  upon  the  continent,  to  be  entirely 
fubfervient  to  our  naval  drength,  as  a  more 
natural  and  lels  expenflve  plan  of  politicks.  They 
faid,  that  they  could  depend  in  the  moft  hazard¬ 
ous  and  defperate  fervice,  on  the  naval  com¬ 
manders,  becaufe  their  way  of  life,  and  natural 
ferocity  of  manners,  fecured  them  from  that  lux¬ 
ury  and  effeminacy,  (which  is  the  corruption  of 
thofe,  who  abufe  their  leifure  in  drefs,  gaming, 
and  female  intrigues)  and  indilled  into  them°I 
fpirit  of  duty  and  glory.  So  that,  the  fleet  being 
the  natural  drength  of  this  nation,  their  third  af¬ 
ter  conqued  and  fame  is  the  fame  as  the  people’s 
at  home,  who  aft  upon  national  principles. 

It  was  urged  in  defence  of  this  fyftem,  That 
out  fituation,  as  an  ifiand,  prefcribes  to  us  a 
'  conduct  very  different  from  all  other  nations: 
That  our  ftrength  and  our  fupport  is  in  our  navy 
and  trade ;  and  that,  as  they  mutually  fupport 
each  other,  they  ought  to  go  hand  in  hand. 
But  that,  if  we  abandon  our  natural  element,  we 
fhould  then  turn  our  back  to  our  real  interefts,  and 
enter  into  an  inextricable  labyrinth  of  continental 
.  polir 
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politicks :  if  we  take  a  fhare  in  every  controverfy  •, 
if  we  confume  our  rreafure  in  retaining  the  friend- 
fhip  of  petty  princes  and  Hates ;  if  we  lavifh 
Britifh  blood  in  German  quarrels ;  we  are  fo  far 
from  attacking  France,  to  our  advantage,  that 
we  expofe  ourfelves  to  ruin  by  our  ill-judged  ef_ 
forts,  on  the  ftrong  fide  of  the  enemy. 

They  further  argued,  That  while  Great  Britain 
preferves  a  fuperiority  at  fea,  there  can  be  no 
danger  arife  from  the  fuperiority  of  the  French  on 
the  continent :  that  we  can  always  cut  the  finews 
of  the  enemy’s  flrength,  by  deft roying  their  trade 
and  commerce ;  that  there  can  be  no  fear  of  an 
invafion,  from  the  country  that  has  no  marine  to 
fupport  it :  that  a  Handing  army  of  mercenaries 
is  dangerous  to  freedom  •,  and  might  be  made 
ufelels  by  a  well-regulated  militia  :  and  that  a  go¬ 
vernment  like  ours,  conneded  by  its  very  effence 
with  the  liberty  of  the  lubjed,  can  never  be  in 
want  of  parliamentary  influence,  bribery  and  cor¬ 
ruption,  or  any  other  fupports  of  defpotic  power. 
For,  where  rulers  govern  well,  the  people  will  do 
their  duty. 

Great  as  the  efteem  had  been  for  the  right  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman,  who  was  at  the  head  of  this 
party,  before  his  late  promotion  to  the  important 
truH  of  the  Heerage  of  the  Hate ;  it  was  moft  fur- 
prifingly  enhanced  by  his  condud,  and  the  union 
of  parties  brought  about  by  his  wifdom,  during 
his  fhort  adminiftration.  The  healing  balfams  he 
was  continually  pouring  out  of  the  abundance  of 
love  for  his  country,  had  already  cured  her  wounds, 
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f7*  revived  her  fpirits,  and  made  her  ready  to  face 
A  '  the  enemy  in  the  mod  advantageous  and  pro- 
mifing  manner.  The  more  benefit  was  received 
through  his  council  and  diredion,  the  more  odi¬ 
ous  his  predecefiors  in  office  and  truft  appeared 

on  Sold  in.the  °Pinion  of  the  Public-  So  that  at  his  dif- 
miniftry.  million  from  the  diredion  of  the  national  affairs, 

it  would  be  difficult  to  affirm,  whether  the  voice 
of  the  nation  echoed  more  in  his,  and  in  thepraife 
of  his  affociates  in  office  and  difgrace ;  or  in  the 
accumulated  invedives  thrown  out  by  all  degrees 
again  ft  them,  whom  they  had  difliked  and  com¬ 
plained  of  before,  for  their  mal-adminiftration, 
and  to  whom  they  now  imputed  all  the  misfor¬ 
tunes,  which  were  expeded  to  follow  this  change 
in  the  miniftry. 

SrSd  .  Ic  aPPeared  now  moft  evidently.  That  the  fac- 
hn  ^°n’  vvbom  tbe  addreffes  to  the  throne  had 

miniftry.  delivered  themfelves  lo  openly,  had  been  com¬ 
pelled  to  take  Mr.  Pitt  and  his  adherents  into 
tne  miniftry,  to  prevent  the  eonfequences  of  thole 
inftiudions,  which  the  people  had  given  to  their 
reprefentatives  in  parliament.  For,  had  his  Ma- 
jefty  been  prevailed  upon,  by  the  votes  or  ad- 
dreffes  of  his  parliament,  to  difmils  his  timid,  in- 
adive  and  inglorious  minifters  from  all  places  of 
truft,  and  from  his  councils  and  prefence,  there 
muft  have  been  an  entire  end  of  their  power.  By 
this  means  they  prevailed  with  the  people  to  puih 
them  no  farther ;  and  by  the  fame  means  they 
perl aaded  his  Majefty,  That  they  would  not  op- 
pofe  his  inclination  to  latisfy  his  fubjeds.  But 

when 
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when  the  old  ones  had  thus  managed  the  nation, 
in  regard  to  their  own  fafety  •,  their  grand  point 
was  to  make  this  change  fubfervient  to  their  prin¬ 
cipal  object  •,  which  was,  to  ruin  their  new  affo- 
ciates,  in  the  ftate,  in  the  opinion  of  the  people, 
and,  at  all  events,  to  keep  the  King  in  a  conti¬ 
nual  diflike  and  jealoufy  of  their  counfels  and 
meafures.  When  they  could  be  thus  abafed  in 
the  opinion  of  the  public  and  of  the  King  •,  it 
would  then  have  been  moft  eafy  for  thefe  to  re¬ 
fume  their  power,  and  the  adminiftration,  without 
any  oppofition  from  the  deceived  nation.  . 

But  how  egregioufly  were  thefe  ftatefmen  out  Difap- 
of  their  politics  in  this  affair,  as  well  as  in  regard  ^ 
to  the  nation.  The  patriots  fo  conduced  them- 
felves  in  place,  that  they  loft  none  of  their  popu¬ 
larity.  Their  virtues  became  more  confpicuous, 
more  admired,  more  univerfally  known :  though 
their  fteady  oppofition  to  the  old  fyftem  of  neg¬ 
lecting  our  natural  ftrength,  and  the  national  in- 
tereft,  to  enter  into,  and  efpoufe  the  quarrels  of 
our  neighbours,  where  we  can  have  no  intereft, 
gave  their  affociates  in  power  a  handle  to  ruin 
them  in  the  King’s  efteem  *,  whofe  regard  foi  his 
native  country  filled  him  with  too  great  a  defire 
to  fupport  Hanover  and  its  dependences,  at  all 
events,  and  at  the  rifle  of  the  Britifh  intereft. 

Thus,  when  his  Majefty  had  been  worked  up  Honours 
to  a  pitch  of  diffatisfaCtion,  and  to  a  refolution  to  difgraced 
difmifs  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Legge,  Lord  Temple,  minifter9‘ 
&c.  from  his  fervice  ;  the  people,  always  grate¬ 
ful  to  their  benefactors  and  friends,  received  them 
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with  the  greateft  tokens  of  approbation,  for  their 
•difinterefted  conduit,  their  firm  attachment  to 
the  true  intereft  of  their  country,  and  their  un¬ 
equalled  abilities.  The  higheft  mark  of  an  Enw 
Iilhman’s  bleffing,  above  other  nations,  is  his  li¬ 
berty  :  and  the  mod  generous  token  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  s  regard  and  love  tor  thele  patriots  was  im¬ 
mediately  fignified  by  prefentations  of  their  free¬ 
dom,  from  the  molt  populous,  molt  opulent  and 
refpectable  corporations ;  with  addrefies  of  thanks 
to  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Legge,  for  their  integrity 
and  fervices,  inclofed  in  gold  boxes,  or  fome  other 
elegant  materials,  enriched  with  emblems,  con¬ 
veying  the  fentiments  of  their  approbation  and 
gratitude s. 

In  the  mean  time  fome  of  the  leaders  in  this  re¬ 
moval,  and  in  the  late  adminiftration,  relumed 

the 

8  It  was  moved  in  the  common-council  of  the  city  of  Lon¬ 
don,  to  prefent  the  freedom  of  that  city  to  the  Right  Ho¬ 
nourable  William  Pitt,  late  one  of  his  Majefiy’s  principal  fe- 
cretaries  of  flate ;  and  to  the  Right  Honourable  Henry  Bilfon 
I-eSEe>  late  chancellor  of  his  Majefty's  exchequer,  in  tefti- 
mony  of  the  grateful  fcnfe,  which  the  city  of  London  enter, 
tained  of  their  loyal  and  difinterefted  conduft,  during  their 
truly  honourable,  though  Ihort  adminiftration  ■,  their  beginning 
a  fcheme  of  public  ceconomy,  and  at  the  fame  time  leffening 
the  extent  of  minifterial  influence,  by  a  reduction  of  a  num¬ 
ber  of  ufelefs  placemen  ;  their  noble  efForts  to  ftem  the  gene¬ 
ral  torrent  of  corruption,  and  to  revive,  by  their  example,  the 
almoft  extinguifhed  love  of  virtue,  and  our  country;  their 
zeal  to  promote  a  full  and  impartial  enquiry  into  the  real 
caufes  of  our  late  lo/Tes  in  America  and  the  Mediterranean  : 
And,  lafily,  their  vigilant  attention  to  fupport  the  glory  and 
independency  of  Great  Britain,  the  honour  and  true  intereft 

of 
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the  reins  of  government :  But  there  was  no  fettled  A- D. 
miniftry.  A  new  board  of  admiralty,  indeed  was  *757‘ 
formed,  with  the  Earl  of  Winchelfea  at  its  head; 

Mr.  Legge  was  lueceeded  in  the  exchequer  by 
Lord  Mansfield  :  but  no  one  was  appointed  in 
the  place  of  Mr.  Pitt.  And  the  contention  now 
grew  fo  ftrong  about  power,  and  the  difpofal  of 
places  belonging  to  the  crown,  that  the  parties, 
who  had  fo  carefully  guarded  their  royal  mailer1 
from  the  approaches  of  their  rivals  in  the  mi- 
niflry,  attended  fo  induftrioufiy  to  their  particular 
interefts,  that  they  neglefted  the  avenues  to  the 
throne,  and  buffered  the  general  voice  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  to  plead  their  own  caufe  of  complaint,  and 
to  found  the  praifes  of  the  difgraced  fervants  of 
the  crown,  in  the  royal  ear.  On  the  contrary,  the  Their  con- 
affairs  of  the  court  party  became  fo  defperate,  thac  duft- 
they  openly  encouraged  bribery  and  corruption  ; 
and  did  not  flick  at  lpeaking  and  writing  againfi: 
all  principles  of  morality  and  virtue,  and  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  political  vice ;  afferting,  that  the  mofl 
bafe  atffs  of  corruption,  villainy  and  deceit,  are 
neceffary  in  the  government  of  a  flate  or  com¬ 
monwealth. 

The  Spaniards,  who  had  begun  to  conduct  Behaviour 
themfelves  with  more  circumfpedtion  and  refpeift  Spa' 
towards  the  Englifh,  under  Mr.  Pitt’s  admini- 
ffration  h,  refumed  their  partial  and  unjufl  pro¬ 
of  the  crown,  with  the  juft  rights  and  liberties  of  the  fubjed ; 
thereby  molt  effc&ually  fpcuring  the  affe&ions  of  a  free  peo¬ 
ple  to  his  Majefty  and  his  illuftrious  family. 

11  See  page  28.  VoL  II. 

Vql.  II.  M  ceed- 

*5 


/ 


The  GENERAL  HISTORY  of 

ceedings  againft  the  Antigallican  and  her  prize, 
as  foon  as  it  was  underftood  at  Madrid,  that  the 
old  miniftry  had  driven  him  from  the  feat  of  go¬ 
vernment,  and  that  there  was  no  longer  any  fear 
of  our  relentment  \ 

The 

1  See  page  zg.  Vol.  II. 

The  Spaniards  were  fo  far  influenced  by  Mr.  Pitt’s  re- 
monllrances  in  this  cafe,  that  an  order  was  given  by  his  moft 
Catholic  Majefty,  to  re-deliver  the  prize  to  the  Englifh. 

On  the  advice  of  this  order  from  the  Spanilh  court,  the 
proprietors  of  the  Antigallican  privateer  wrote  the  following 
letter  to  the  Right  Honourable  Mr.  Pitt,  though  he  was,  at 
that  time,  difmiffed  from  the  office  of  principal  fecretary  of 
ftate. 

S  I  R, 

We  the  managers  and  owners  of  the  private  fhip  of  war  the 
Antigallican,  together  with  the  laudable  aflociadon  of  Anti- 
gallicans,  eftablifhed  at  the  Lebeck’s-head  in  the  Strand,  mull 
think  ourfelves  loft  to  ajl  fenfe  of  honour,  of  gratitude,  and 
concern  for  our  country,  were  we  not  to  take  the  earlieft  op¬ 
portunity  to  return  you  our  fincereft  thanks,  for  your  feafon- 
able  and  ready  execution  of  his  Majefty’s  orders  on  our  be¬ 
half,  in  regard  to  our  fhip  and  prize,  which  have  been  fo  long 
detained  in  the  bay  of  Cadiz,  by  the  cruel,  treacherous,  and 
partial  behaviour  of  the  governor,  after  killing  and  wounding 
feveral  of  the  men.  and  imprifoning  our  officers  and  the  reft 
of  our  crew,  in  open  violation  of  the  moft  folemn  treaties, 
notwithllanding  (he  was  before  legally  condemned  to  us. 

The  eafinefs  of  our  accefs  to  you,  and  your  generous  pro¬ 
tection  in  our  rights,  and  polite  treatment  in  your  office,  filled 
every  heart  with  joy  rather  to  be  conceived  than  expreffed,  as 
well  knowing  that  your  undertaking  this  affair  was  more  than 
an  omen  of  its  fuccefs. 

Your  whole  behaviour  in  the  affair  has  been  fo  noble,  fo 
Ready,  and  uniform,  that  we  are  at  a  lofs  where  to  admire 
you  molt,  in  the  defign,  the  profecution,  or  the  event. 

Believe 
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The  northern  powers  e reded  their  crefts,  and  A-  D- 
•  ,  ,  ,  .  I7S7-*' 

threw  out  feveral  hints,  no  ways  agreeable  to  the  ^ 

intereff:  and  dignity  of  Great  Britain,  under  theno‘rthern 
plaufible  colour  of  maintaining  the  peace  of  thePowers* 
north.  The  Ruffians  made  no  fcruple  of  their 
refolution  to  exprefs  their  diflike  of  the  Britifh 
alliance  with  Prufiia,  and  to  join  the  confederacy 
againff:  the  King  of  Prufiia,  and  had  already  en¬ 
tered  and  committed  hoftilities  in  that  King’s  do¬ 
minions.  The  Swedes  were  enlifted  under  a 
French  fubfidy,  and  had  declared  their  readinefs 
to  favour  the  defigns  in  Germany,  by  the'  moft 
vigorous  diverfion,  in  their  declining  power,  on 
the  fide  of  Pomerania.  The  King  of  Denmark 
only  preferved  fome  appearance  of  a  pacific  and 
neutral  temper  •,  but  was  far  from  being  depended 
upon,  fliould  he  meet  with  an  opportunity  to  avail 
himfelf  and  his  dominions,  by  taking  part  with 

Believe  us,  Sir,  when  we  fay,  that  after  paying  our  moft 
profound  duty  to  his  Majefty  on  this  occafion,  we  think  our- 
felves  bound  in  gratitude  to  acknowledge  you  as  the  next  im¬ 
mediate  caufe  of  the  rellitution  of  our  fliip  and  prize  ;  and  we 
do  with  true  fincerity  of  heart  moft  ardently  wifti  and  pray, 
that  his  Majefty  may  never  want  a  minifter  like  you,  to  hear 
with  impartiality,  to  advife  with  candour  and  judgment,  and 
with  the  moft  fteady  refolution  to  procure  a  proper  redref* 
for  the  grievances  of  his  Majefty’s  fubjefts.  We  are,  wich  the 
utmoft  deference  and  refpeft,  Sir, 

Lebeck’s-head,  Your  moft  obliged,  and 

15  April,  1757-  Moft  obedient  humble  fervants. 

Compare  this  letter  with  the  advice  fent  from  the  Engliftl  am- 
balfador  at  Madrid,  page  29.  Vol.  II.  and  you  will  find,  tha£ 
the  expectations  of  the  proprietors  were  well  founded. 

M  2  the 
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the  grand  confederates,  who  began  to  be  equally 
offenfive  to  Helfe  and  Hanover,  as  to  the  Kino- 
of  Pruffia.  And  the  Emperor  was  accelerating, 
as  much  as  the  nature  of  his  office  would  permit, 
the  affembling  an  army  of  the  circles,  which,  un¬ 
der  the  name  of  an  army  of  execution,  was  in¬ 
tended  to  favour  and  even  to  join  the  Auftrians, 
French  and  Ruffians k.  The  French  were  driving 
the  army  of  obiervation  before  them  ;  their  arms 
diffufed  terror  wherever  they  marched,  and  there 
was  not  a  court  in  Europe,  where  their  intereft 
had  not  fuperfeded  that  prote&ion  and  refpedt  the 
Britiffi  nation  had  a  right  to  demand  in  neutral 
ports  and  dates. 

Our  affairs  in  North  America  were  dill  upon 
the  declivity  of  dedrudion,  and  by  the  advices 
received  in  the  fpring  it  appeared  that  they  ap- 

The  colleges  of  the  empire  acknowledge  the  juftice  of 
the  complaints  addrelTed  to  them  by  the  Emperor  and  the 
Emprefs-Queen,  concerning  the  King  of  Pruffia’s  invafion  of 
Bohemia  and  Saxony.  They  approved  the  Emperor's  conduit 
on  this  occafion,  as  having  been  entirely  conformable  to  the 
laws  and  conftitutions  of  the  empire,  to  the  ordinance  of  exe¬ 
cution,  to  the  peace  of  Wetfphalia,  and  to  his  Imperial  Ma- 
jelty’s  capitulation.  They  agreed  that  proper  methods  mull 
be  taken  to  re-inflate  the  King  of  Poland  in  the  poffeffion  of 
his  hereditaiy  countries,  and  procure  him  a  full  indemnilica- 
tion  for  the  prejudice  he  has  fufFered,  and  alfo  to  procure  for 
the  Emprefs .-Queen  the  fupport  and  fatisfadion,  which  fhe  has 
a  right  to  expeft.  At  the  fame  time  the  colleges  of  the  em¬ 
pire  refolved,  that  all  the  circles  of  the  empire  ihould  treble 
their  refpedive  contingents,  in  order  to  gain  thefe  ends.  N.  R. 
The  troops  of  the  circles,  by  trebling  the  contingents,  would 
have  formed  an  army  of  above  100,000  men. 

•  4-V-  i  ’  •  •  -  \  J  tt  Z  .C  -  <  .  ,  A  i*  •  .  *  V.  * 
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proached  nearer  to  the  brink  of  ruin.  For  though  A'D* 
Lord  Loudon  had  diftinguiihed  himfelf  by  his  di¬ 
ligence  and  wifdom  in  eftablilhing  an  harmony, 
to  unite  the  provinces  heartily  in  the  common 
caufe  againft  the  triumphing  enemy  •,  yet  fitch  was- 
the  lofs  of  Ofwego,  that  the  enemy  were  become 
mailers  of  all  the  lakes  •,  and  thereby  poffeffed  of 
every  means,  either  to  perfuade,  or  to  compel  the 
back  Indians  to  defert,  and  to  fight  againft  the 
Enoiiih.  This  was  followed  by  the  lois  of  the 

O  O 

friend fhip  or  affiftance  of  the  Six  Nations,  whofe 
communication  was  cut  off  by  the  impolitic  de- 
molition  of  the  forts  at  the  Great  Carrying-Place, 
and  by  the  flopping  up  of  Wood’s  Creek :  and  the 
delightful  plantations  on  the  German  Flatts,  and 
along  the  Mohawk  river,  were  immediately  de- 
ftroyed  by  fire  and  fword.  In  a  word,  had  not 
Fort  William  Henry,  in  which  a  confiderable 
garrifon  had  been  placed  at  the  conclufion  of  the 
laft  campaign  1  been  ftrong  enough  to  refill  the 
power  of  the  French,  who  marched  againft  it, 
early  in  the  . year,  nothing  could  have  prevented 
their  over-running  the  whole  continent  of  North 
America. 

The  garrifon  of  this  fort  was  alarmed  m,  and  in-  FortWii- 
deed  furprized  with  a  noile  and  a  light,  at  a  con-  ^ 
fiderable  diftance  down  the  lake,  having  kept  no 
fcouts  to  watch  the  motions,  nor  ipies  to  dive 
into  the  operations  and  intentions  of  the  enemy : 

-1  -  'w  1  '  i  <4 

1  See  page  4.  Vol.  II. 

m  At  about  one  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  19th  of 
March.  ' 
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arid  in  about  two  hours  after,  the  enemy’s  whole 
army  ^vas  perceived  to  advance  regularly  upon  the 
ice  towards  the  fort :  bus  they  were  lo  warmly 
received  with  a  briffc  fire  both  of  the  artillery  and 
fmall  arms  of  the  garrifon,  that  the  main  body 
retreated  ;  and,  alter  making  two  fruitless  attempts 
to  fen  fire  to  a-floop  and  the  battoes  belonging  to 
the  fort,  they  withdrew  at  day  break,  leaving  be¬ 
hind  them  fame  dealing  ladders  and  combuitibles  ; 
though'  they  confifted  of  near  2000  regulars,  Ca¬ 
nadians,,  and  Indians,  and  were  provided  with 
300  leafing  ladders,  and  all  the  neceffaries  for  a 
general  affault. 

However  they  foon  after  appealed  again  on  the 
Eke,  and  with  parties  on  each  fide  of  it,  difpofed 
in-fuch  a  manner  as  indicated  a  refolution  to  fur- 
round  the  fort ;  but  though  they  advanced  with 
great  bravery,  for  fome  time,  through  a  continual 
fire  of  artillery  and  fmall  arms  from  the  garrifon, 
they  once  more  retreated,  for*  that  day. 

On  the  20th  about  midnight,  they  refumed  the 
attack ;  and  it  was  refojved!  to  ftorm  the  place 
with  their  whole  army.  But  this  proving  alfo  in- 
e  fit  (dual,  and  being  driven  back,  they,  after  letting 
fire  to  two  Hoops,  and  burning  moll  of  the  battoes, 
retreated  at  clay- break. 

Every  thing  appeared  favourable,  and  about 
noon  the  French  army  feemed  to  take  the  rout  to 
Ticonderoga.  But  all  on  a  fudden,  two  men 
were  lent  back  with  a  red  flag  towards  the  fort; 
rrom  whence  an  officer  and  four  men  were  dis¬ 
patched  to  meet  them  ;  and  they  brought  in  one 
2  of 
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of  thofe  men,  who  had  a  letter  from  M.  de  Vau- 
dreuil,  commander  of  the  French  army,  directed 
to  the  commanding  officer  of  Fort  William  Henry, 
fionifying  “  That  he  had  fent  M.  le  Chevalier  le  Summon’d 
“  Mercier,  commander  of  the  artillery,  to  ac-  ^er> 

“  quaint  them  with  his  refolution  •,  and  that  he 
“  might  give  entire  credit  to  what  he  fhould  fay 

“  to  him  on  his  behalf.” 

M.  le  Mercier  was  the  other  perfon,  and  was 
now  brought  in  blindfolded  by  another  officer. 

His  meffage  was,  in  fubftance,  “  That  M.  de 
Vaudreuil  was  averfe  to  the  fhedding  of  human 
blood,  and  ffiould  be  glad  to  put  an  end  to  the 
war :  and  therefore,  tor  this  good  end,  That, 
as  the  Engliffi,  he  faid,  had  been  the  aggreffors, 
by  incroaching  upon  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty  s 
territories,  and  built  forts  on  them,  he  propofed 
that  the  faid  forts  might  be  delivered  up  in  a  peace¬ 
able  manner:  that  the  garrifon  ffiould  be  allowed 
all  the  honours  of  war,  and  be  permitted  to  cany 
away  all  their  moft 'valuable  effedts,  requiring  only 
that  fomething  might  be  left  to  gratify  the  In¬ 
dians,  from  whom  they  needed  not  be  under  any 
apprehenfion,  as  there  were  regulars  enough  to 
protect  the  garrifon  from  any  violence  that  might 
offer :  and  concluded,  that  if  thefe  terms  were 
not  accepted,  they  would  immediately  make  a  ge¬ 
neral  affault,  which,  ffiould  they  fucceed,  the  gar¬ 
rifon  muft  take  the  confequence.” 

To  which  the  commanding  officer  in  the  fort  B  raveiy 
returned  this  anfwer  to  the  French  commander,  defended* 
«  That  his  fixed  refolution  was  to  defend  his  Ma- 

M  4  ) eft)’s 
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jetty’s  garrifon  to  the  laft  extremity.”  M.  le  Mer- 
cier  was  then  difmiffed  and  conduced  back  blind¬ 
folded  :  and  foon  after  his  arrival  at  his  own  ar- 
my,  the  French  wheeled  about;  and  every  thing 
was  made  ready  for  a  general  afiault.  But  neither 
the  threats  of  the  enemy,  nor  their  fuperior  num¬ 
bers  could  intimidate  the  garrifon,  though  at  that 
time  very  fickly.  I  he  officers  behaved  with  the 
greateft  vigilance,  care  and  refolution.  The  men 
were  determined  to  die  rather  than  yield.  So 
that,  upon  the  return  of  the  enemy  to  the  attack, 
they  were  very  roughly  handled,  and  driven  back 
a  fecond  time  with  confiderable  lofs.  Neverthe- 
Jefs,  as  if  this  had  been  a  lervice  to  be  executed, 
at  all  events,  the  French  commander  once  more 
returned  to  the  aftault ;  and  in  the  night  made  a 
third  general  attack ;  but  with  no  better  fuccefs. 
Fie  then  fet  fire  to  feveral  ftore-houfes  belonging 
to  the  piovincial  troops,  and  to  all  the  huts  of 
the  rangers,  which  burnt  with  great  fury,  but  did 
no  further  damage ;  and  afterwards  burnt  a  floop 
on  the  docks,  and  then  totally  difappeared  with 
his  army. 

Notning,  but  this  gallant  behaviour  of  a  petty 
foit  in  the  deierts  or  North  America,  offered  to 
affwage  the  ferment  of  the  nation.  Every  other 
circumftance  ierved  only  to  increaie  their  indigna¬ 
tion  againft  the  men,  who  had  brought  them 
into  their  ruinous  condition;  had  got  pofteflion  of 
the  imfnenfe  futns  granted,  laft  parliament,  on  the 
good  opinion,  the  people  entertained  of  the  ad- 
pi  ini  lira  tion  under  Mr.  Pitt,  and  (hewed  the 

fame 
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fame  difpofition  to  fquander  the  public  money,  A.  D. 
as  they  had  done  in  the  preceding  year,  without 
due  attention  to  the  national  ftrength  and  intereft. 

“  It  is  no  wonder  therefore  that  the  people 
cried  aloud  for  redrefs,  and  vigoroufly  fup- 
«  ported  the  minority,  in  whofe  wifdom,  and  in- 
“  tegrity,  they  could  fafely  confide.  Here,  fays 
a  late  author",  were  exhibited  ftrong  proofs  of 
«*  the  natural  fpirit  of  a  brave  and  free  people, 
who  had  been  treated  like  (laves,  by  bafe  arts 
“  and  the  mod  abufive  language.  It  is  a  leffon 
f‘  that  ought  to  be  precious  to  princes,  efpecially 
“  of  this  ifiand  ;  while  fuch  men  were  in  power, 
as  the  people  difapproved,  misfortune  followed 
“  misfortune,  and  the  nation  was  divided  and 


“  diftra&ed  :  but  when  fuch  men  are  employed 


as  they  do  approve,  unanimity,  vigour  and  fuc- 
“  cefs,  crown  their  efforts.  Thus  a  King,  afling 
“  with  his  people,  is  all  power  and  glory  ;  but 
“  without  them  he  is  nothing.” 

Such  was  the  difconlolate  fiice  of  affairs,  when  The  na- 
“  the  general  voice  of  an  abufed  people  routed  the  ^  Mr< 
“  Great  into  fear  •,  even  thofe  who  had  treated  the  PlTT- 
“  general  voice  of  the  people,  with  contempt, 

“  dreaded  the  rod  of  national  vengeance;  and 
«  therefore,  when  the  cries  of  injury  became 
“  louder  and  louder  every  day,  from  all  parts  of 
“  the  kingdom  [and  the  partizans  of  L— ^-r  H — e 
made  the  intereft  of  the  family  a  common  caufe 
with  that  of  the  nation,  and  joined  the  ciyof  the 

n  See  a  R.eview  of  Mr  Pitt  s  Adniiniftration,  3d  edition. 
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people  in  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Pitt] 
they  thought  it  high  time  to  quit  their  gaming 
tables,  and  luffer  a  few  hone  ft,  wife  and  vigilant 
men,  who  had  fpirit  enough  to  fave  this  coun- 
“  try  from  the  deftrudtion,  into  which  the  others 
“  were  going  to  tumble  it,  to  approach  the 
“  throne.”  And  it  is  very  certain,  that  the  re- 
ftoration  of  Mr.  Pitt  to  the  office  of  fecretary  of 
Rate  might  have  much  fooner  taken  place,  had  not 
that  right  honourable  gentleman  defired  to  be  ex- 
cufed  the  fervice,  which,  experience  had  taught  him. 


was  not  to  be  performed  with  equal  fatisfacftion 
His  aver-  to  his  King  and  to  his  country.  Mr.  Pi  t  t’s  aver- 
tinentai°'  ”  ^10n  t0  continental  meafures  had  brought  him  into 
tZT'  di%race  with  his  royal  matter;  whole  affe&ions 
were  naturally  warped  towards  his  native  country. 
Thefe  mealures  had  always  been  the  way  for  re¬ 
commendation  to  the  royal  favour ;  and  yet  al¬ 
ways  the  ruin  of  the  national  intereft;  and  if, 
once  more  permitted  to  fuperfede  our  country’s 
caufe,  might  prove  the  deftru&ion  not  only  of  our 
colonies  and  trade  ;  but  alfo  of  the  royal  family 
on  the  throne.  A  forefight,  which  was  fo  evident 

to  the  court  of  the  P - -,  that  they  unanimoufly, 

and  with  moft  folemn  engagements  to  fupport 
his  meafures  and  favour  with  the  King  againft 
the  fadtion,  that  had  worked  him  out  before, 
conjured  Mr.  Pitt  to  refume  the  feals  ;  in¬ 
treating  him,  in  the  moft  prevailing  manner, 
to  fave  the  family,  to  fave  the  nation,  by  pre¬ 
venting  the  excefs  of  meafures,  which  the  failings 
of  the - had  made  unavoidable,  and  by  turn- 
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ing,  what  could  not  be  avoided  in  the  local  attach-  A.  D, 
ments,  to  fome  national  advantage. 

Here  we  find  a  temperament  to  prevent  the  The  tem, 
misfortunes,  that  might  arife  from  the  two  ex-  l3£rament 
tremes,  between  all  attention  to  the  continent, 
and  no  attention.  It  was  now  propoled  to  gratify 
the  Prince  upon  the  throne,  not  with  engaging  in 
all  the  bufinefs  of  the  continent  without  referve, 
and  lo  to  plunge  ourfelves  into  real  evils  out  of 
dread  of  poffible  mifchiefs ;  but  with  affifting 
our  friends  and  allies,  on  the  continent,  in  ways 
and  means  moft  agreeable  to  our  infular  fituation  ; 
which  is,  by  way  of  diverfion  with  our  fleets,  and 
with  fuc'n  land  force  and  money,  as  our  ftrength 
and  finances,  our  intereft,  and  the  importance  of 
the  quarrel,  fhall  require. 

Thus  we  fee  when  the  nation  was  almoft  ruined 
by  the  conflict  for  power,  Mr.  Pitt,  quite  retired 
from  the  noife  ot  the  world,  quite  difembarrafled, 
and  content  to  enjoy  the  comforts  of  life  without 
further  honours,  than  the  general  approbation  of 
his  fellow-fubjedts,  as  well  as  the  confcioufnefs  of 
having  ferved  his  King  and  country  with  wifdom 
and  fidelity,  was  ready  to  facrifice  his  private  eafe 
to  the  public  trouble  ;  that  he  might  plead  the 
caufe  of  his  country  in  the  cabinet,  as  well  as  in 

the  fenate,  and  that  he  might  give  the  - 

the  moft  convincing  proof  of  his  fincere  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  intereft  of  the  family  in  poflefiion  of 
the  crown.  And  further  it  muft  be  remarked, 

That  Mr.  Pitt,  by  accepting  of  the  feals,  under 
ibefe  circumftances,  we  apprehend,  could  not  be 

charged 
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A.  IX  charged  with  any  confequences  arifing  from  con¬ 
tinental  meafures,  which  were  not  in  his  power 
to  prevent,  in  oppofition  to  the  King  and  the 
council ;  but  only  for  thofe  meafures,  which  he 
advifed,  or  did  not  endeavour  to  make  them  fub- 
fervient  to  the  intereft  of  Great  Britain. 

feftorSTT  ThC  temPerament  being  thus  fettled  between 
the  friends  of  our  country  and  the  family,  with 

all  due  fubmiffion  be  it  fo id,  Mr.  Pitt  yielded  to 
theii  intteaties,  and  a  coalition  was  formed  in  the 
bell  manner  the  prefent  circumftances  would  per¬ 
mit  ;  when  it  would  have  been  impoffible  for  any 
particular  party  to  carry  on  the  public  bufmefs  on 
its  own  fingle  bottom.  A  change  in  the  adminiftra- 
tion  was  brought  to  pafs.  The  feals  of  fecretary 
of  Hate  were  given  to  Mr.  Pitt°.  The  Duke 
of  Newcaltle  was  appointed  firft  Lord  of  the  trea¬ 
ty*  Legge  chancellor  of  the  exchequer. 

Lord  Anfon  was  made  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty. 
Loid  Temple  was  appointed  lord  privy-feal,  and 
Mr.  Fox  was  made  paymafter  of  the  forces. 

The  com-  Here  we  may  date  the  beginning  of  Mr.  Pitt’s 
ment  of  his  adminillration  :  and  it  began  with  the  only  heal- 

itration'  ing  ^afure  that  could  be  purfued.  The  parties 
themlelves  were  fatisfied,  and  io  were  their  nu- 

meious  friends  :  part  of  whom  were  put  into  of¬ 
fices  of  lefs  importance.  The  minifters  conde- 
lcended  to  an  amicable  capitulation  in  their  ieve- 
ral  opinions,  which  they  had  violently  pulhed  in 
their  feveral  extremes;  and  from  that  moment 
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the  nation  began  to  hope,  the  council  to  be  una-  A.  D. 
nimous,  and  fpirit  to  revive  amongft  the  people-,  I7>/* 
for,  though  they  blamed  the  lords  at  the  head  of 
the  treafury  and  admiralty  boards,  and  the  pay- 
mafter  of  the  forces,  for  all  their  mifcarriages  and 
misfortunes,  their  opinion  of  Mr.  Pitt’s  dili¬ 
gence  and  capacity  obliterated  the  remembrance  of 
paft  errors  in  his  affociates,  who  feemed  heretofore 
inflexibly  oppoflte  to  him-,  and  they  trufted  l'olely 
to  his  wifdom,  for  the  meafures  to  humble  France. 

The  miniftry  was  not  only  eftabliffied  in  out-  Agreeable 
ward  form,  by  this  arrangement,  but  even  in  the  ple. 


hearts  of  men,  as  Bolinbroke  fays,  by  Mr.  Pitt 
being  allowed  to  be  the  principal  diredor  of  af¬ 
fairs,  without  his  afiuming  to  become  a  premier. 

The  genius  of  England  feemed  to  rife  with  the 
ad  mipift  ration,  and  a  new  foul  diffufed  itfelf 
throughout  all  ranks  of  people  j  whofe  hearts 
burnt  with  refentment  to  wipe  out  paft  difgraces ; 
and  to  reftore  the  glory,  honour  and  true  charader 
of  their  country  p. 

The  difficulties  Mr.  Pitt  had  to  encounter  at  Difficulties 

•  r-  J 

his  refuming  the  feals,  were  greatly  increafed  fince  ed~ 
t~'  *  ... 
hjs  firft  appointment  to  the  diredion  of  public  mmiftra- 

affairs,  in  December  laft.  As  the  powers  on  the 
continent  perceived  fuch  diftradions  in  our  nation, 
fuch  divifions  amongft  the  Great,  and  fo  little  wif¬ 
dom  and  vigour  in  our  councils ;  not  only  the 
Spaniards,  but  the  petty  ft  ate  of  Malta,  and  the 
, 

p  See  review  of  Mr.  Pitt’s  adminiftration,  page  25,  26, 

27.  third  edition.. 
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E>.  Regency  of  Tufeany,  were  fpirited  up  by  the  gaf- 
s-'  conades  of  France,  and  the  example  of  Spain,  in 
the  forcible  detention  of  the  Antigallican  and  her 
prize,  and  thought  themielves  fafe  from  therefent- 
ment  of  Great  Britain,  in  their  moll:  partial  aftions 
towards  our  enemies:  as  appears  in  the  cafe  of  the 
St.  George  private  fliipof  war.  Captain  Fortunatus 
Wright,  who  in  an  Englilh  privateer  was  become 
the  terror  of  the  French  in  the  Mediterranean 
One  of  his  prizes,  which  he  carried  into  Malta, 
was  detained  by  that  government,  upon  a  falfe 
claim  made  by  the  French.  And  he  was  threatned 
by  the  Regency  of  Leghorn  to  be  arrefted  and 
his  privateer  to  be  feized,  for  doing  no  more  than 
defending  bimfelf  againft  two  French  privateers 
within  the  port  of  Ferraio :  according  to  the  ac¬ 
count  in  the  note  below  r.  The  delay  of  the 

American 

„  ,  •  « j  i  ••••./  •'  nvif  ;  '  • 

He  had  deftroyed  one  privateer,  difabled  another,  and 
taken  ten  prizes. 

r  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Leghorn ,  March  21. 

We  ad vi fed  you  in  our  laft  of  the  departure  of  the  St. 
George,  Captain  Wright,  with  fovr  prizes,  under  convoy  of 
the  Jerfeyn: an  of  war,  tor  Cagliari  and  this  place.  Weyefler- 
day  received  an  exprefs  from  Porto  Farraio,  acquainting  u* 
of  the  arrival  there  of  a  prize  belonging  to  Captain  Wilfon, 
and  one  of  Captain  Wright’s,  who  parted  with  the  convoy 
in  a  hard  gale  of  wind.  The  infolence  of  the  French,  tho’ 
in  neutral -ports,  heightens  to  the  greatefl  degree;  as  you’ll 
think  from  the  condud  of  the  captains  of  two  French  priva¬ 
teers  that  happened  to  be  in  Porto  Farraio  on  the  arrival  of 
the  two  afore-mentioned  prizes;  they  immediately  addrefled 
the  governor,  requefiing  him  to  order  them  for  fea,  as  being 
the  captures  of  apyrate;  the  governor’s  reply  was,  that  as 

they 
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American  armament,  which  he  had  fo  feafonably 
advifed  and  fet  on  foot,  had  given  the  French  an 
opportunity  to  counteract  their  intention  :  and  at 
his  re-appointment  to  the  direction  of  public  af¬ 
fairs,  he  found  the  enemy  more  powerful  both  in 
America,  more  formidable  on  the  continent  of 
Europe,  and  with  a  more  refpeCtable  navy,  than 
at  the  commencement  of  the  war.  The  army 
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they  came  in  under  Englifh  colours,  he  would  proteft  them, 
and  ordered  them,  at  their  peril,  to  commit  any  violence  ;  but 
they  made  light  of  the  governor’s  orders,  fince  by  a  veflel 
arrived  here  to  day  we  have  advice  of  their  attempt  to  cut  out 
Captain  Wright’s  prize  :  the  two  privateers  got  ready  for  fea, 
with  their  anchors  aboard,  and  fent  their  boats  to  cut  her 
cable  :  the  captain  of  the  prize  had  only  time  to  get  fome 
mulkets  loaded,  they  fired  avolly  at  the  boats,  and  killed  one 
man  ;  this  alarmed  the  centinels,  when  notice  was  fent  to  the 
governor,  who  immediately  ordered  the  two  privateers  to 
depart,  upon  which  they  went  to  Porto  Lungoni,  in  the  fame 
ifland  :  they  mount  18  guns  each,  and  there  are  three  more 

privateers  on  the  coaft. - -It  is  not  furprizing  that  the  French 

fhould  attempt  to  treat  Captain  Wright  as  a  pyrate  after  the 
example  fet  them  by  this  government ;  and  we  are  forty  to  ac¬ 
quaint  you,  that  fo  far  from  obtaining  any  redrefs  for  the  in¬ 
juries  done  him  here,  to  the  amount  of  300I,  though  we  are 
allured  the  ftrongeftreprefentations  have  been  made  to  the  court 
of  Vienna,  Sir  Horatio  Mann  has  wrote  our  conful  word,  thac 
he  muft  not  think  of  coming  into  Leghorn  ;  if  he  fhould,  they 
will  feize  the  privateer  and  lay  him  under  anarreft.  Thefe 
are  the  menaces  from  a  neutral  power  to  the  Britifh  flag.  The 
Malteze  have  detained  one  of  Captain  Wright’s  prizes  on  a 
falfe  claim  made  by  the  French.  Upon  the  whole,  we  don’t 
know  what  he  muft  undergo  for  having  been  fo  a&ive  againft 
the  enemies  of  his  country,  as  to  deftroy  one  privateer,  difable 
another,  and  take  ten  prizes :  fuch  is  our  miferable  fituation 
ia  the  Mediterranean  !" 


of 
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A.  D.  of  obfervarion,  under  His  Royal  Highnefs  the 
173'7'  Duke  of  Cumberland  obliged  to  retreat  before 
M.  de  Edrees.  The  Andrian  army  in  Bohemia 
augmented  to  100,000  men,  under  Prince  Charles 
of  Lorrain,  affided  by  M.  Brown.  The  Ruffians 
under  M.  Apraxin,  to  the  number  of  60,000,  and 
a  drong  fleet  in  the  Baltic  to  co-operate  with  the 
.  army,  were  on  the  back  of  his  Pruffian  Majedy. 
Befldes  the  Swedes  joined  by  6000  Mecklenbourg- 
ers  brought  up  the  rear  of  thofe  great  armies, 
which  had  taken  the  field  todedroy,  or  reduce  the 
heir  of  the  Marquifes  of  Brandenbourg,  who  for 
his  great  abilities  had  made  himfelf  hated  by  the 
Houfe  of  Audria. 

Advan-  The  only  favourable  circumdance  to  check  the 
inffrom  a  ambition  and  arms  of  France  was  the  hopes  con- 
neaw  with  Ceived  from  our  alliance  with  the  King  of  Pruffia  ; 

Pruffia.  #  5 

whofe  great  abilities  and  valour  filled  the  Englifh 
with  fuch  expectations  from  a  drifter  cOnneftion 
with  him,  fince  their  own  affairs  teemed  with  dis¬ 
grace  and  ruin,  that  they  naturally  began  to  wiffi, 
and  even  to  claim.,  an  extention  of  the  treaty  with 
Pruffia,  which  hitherto  was  no  more  than  a  conven¬ 
tion  of  neutrality ,  for  the  defence  of  each  others  Ger¬ 
man  dominions ,  to  a  treaty  of  alliance  with  the  King 
of  Pruffia,  whereby  his  arms ,  in  confi deration  cf  a 
fubfidy ,  might  be  brought  againfi  France.  For,  as 
the  French  had  got  the  dart  of  us  in  North  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  feemed  to  be  in  a  condition  to  wred  that 
part  of  the  new  world  entirely  out  of  our  poflef- 
fion  they  that  were  mod  (anguine  in  the  caufe  of 
our  country  grew  more  eager  for  an  alliance  with 

Pruffia  ; 
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Pruffia ;  that'  would,  in  their  opinion,  find  em¬ 
ployment  for  the  arms  of  France  at  home,  and  de¬ 
prive  them  of  thofe  means,  which  were  necefiary 
to  pufh  their  fuccefies  in  North  America. 

“  Thus  the  former  adminiftration  not  only  laid 
the  foundation  of  an  alliance  with  Pruffia  ;  but 
by  the  ill  fuccefs  of  our  affairs  under  their  direction, 
they  fo  difpirited  the  people,  as  to  make  them 
(even  them,  who  have  fince  declaimed  againft  it) 
call  out  for  an  alliance  with  that  monarch,  who 
had  been  hitherto  attended  with  fuccefs.  So  that, 
if  the  alliance,  which  was  afterwards  made  in  con- 
fequence  of  this  humour,  proved  prejudicial  to 
the  interefts  of  Great  Britain  ;  that  prejudice  or 
injury  ought  to  be  charged  upon  thofe,  who,  by 
their  mifmanagement,  provoked  the  people  to  call 
for  fuch  alliance,  as  the  only  hope  of  retrieving 
the  ill  (late  of  their  affairs ;  and  not  upon  the  mi- 
nifter,who  did  all  in  his  power  to  turn  its  advantage 
in  favour  of  our  American  war  s.” 

The  King  of  Pruffia  in  poffeffion  of  Saxony, 
and  fenfible  of  the  ftorm  gathering  againft  him, 
relolved  to  make  Drefden  his  place  of  arms,  and 
to  bear  the  heat  and  burden  of  the  war:  for  which 
purpofe  he  immediately  fet  about  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  its  fortifications,  under  his  own  inflec¬ 
tion,  and  to  fill  the  magazines  and  arfenals  with 
the  necefiary  ftores  and  implements  of  war.  As 
to  the  reft  of  this  conquered  Electorate  :  none 
were  permitted  to  keep  arms,  but  fuch  as  actually 

8  See  a  review  of  Mr.  Pitt's  adminiftration,  page  20,  21. 
third  edition. 
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took  them  up  under  the  Pruffian  banner :  the 
whole  country  was  reduced  to  the  greateft  Hate  of 
flavery  :  And  as  to  the  attempts  of  the  Auftrians, 
there  were  fuch  difpofitions  made  on  the  borders  of 
Bohemia,  that  they  covered  his  quarters  and  ter¬ 
ritories  effectually  from  any  infults  or  furprize. 

While  every  martial  difpofition  was  carrying  on 
with  diligence,  his  Pruffian  Majefty  did  not  forget 
to  publiih  his  motives  for  invading  Saxony,  and 
attacking  the  Emprefs  Queen.  Accordingly  he 
publifhed  a  memorial,  fetting  forth  the  conduCt  of 
the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Saxony,  and  their  dan¬ 
gerous  defigns  againft  him,  with  the  original  do¬ 
cuments  in  proof  of  them. 

In  this  memorial  it  is  declared,  “  That,  the 
reafons,  which  had  laid  the  King  of  Pruffia  under 
the  neceflity  of  taking  up  arms  againft  the  court 
of  Vienna,  and  of  fecuring  the  King  of  Poland’s 
hereditary  dominions,  during  the  prefent  war, 
were  founded  upon  the  ftriCleft  rules  of  juftice 
and  equity  ;  not  upon  motives  of  ambition,  or 
views  of  aggrandizement  •,  but  upon  a  fcries  of 
projects,  confpiracies  and  treachery,  on  the  part 
of  thole  two  courts,  that  had  obliged  his  Majefty 
to  provide  for  his  own  defence  and  fafety.  That 
the  difcoveries  he  had  made  on  this  important 
fubjeCt,  fet  this  truth  in  a  full  light,  and  that  the 
proofs,  in  his  hands,  amount  to  a  demonftration 
of  the  juftice  of  his  caufe,  and  the  wicked  prac¬ 
tices  of  thofe,  who  have  forced  him  to  come  to 
fuch  lad  extremities :  and  that  his  Majefty  thought 
it  incumbent  upon  him  to  procure  the  originals  of 

thofe 
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t'nofe  proofs,  copies  of  which  had  long  fince  come 
to  his  knowledge  •,  that  he  might  put  it  out  of  the 
power  of  his  enemies  to  deny  the  real  exiftence 
and  truth  of  them. 

His  Pruffian  Majedy  begins  his  proofs  with  a 
treaty  of  eventual  partition  of  his  dominions  be¬ 
tween  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Saxony,  wherein 
the  contrafling  powers,  immediately  after  they  had 
hgned  a  treaty  of  peace,  on  the  25th  of  Dec.  1745, 
atDrefden,  in  which  the  King  of  Pruffia  had  given 
fhining  proofs  of  his  love  of  peace,  difinterefted- 
nefs  and  moderation,  combined  to  feize  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  attack  the  King  of  Pruffia  and  to  divide 
his  dominions  *.  He  then  exhibits  a  new  treaty 

of 

*  ‘  To 'prove  this  the  treaty  itfelf  is  produced,  which  is  in 
fubdance  as  follows : — “  Experience  having  but  too  well  fhewn 
how  far  the  King  of  Pruffia  carries  his  evil  intentions,  in  order 
to  didurb  the  repofe  of  his  neighbours  ;  and  that  prince  hav¬ 
ing,  on  the  one  hand,  repeatedly  invaded  and  laid  wade  the 
dominions  of  her  Majedy  the  Queen  of  Hungary  and  Bohe¬ 
mia  ;  and,  on  the  other  fide,  alarmed  his  Majedy  the  King 
of  Poland,  Eleftor  of  Saxony,  by  divers  menaces,  warlike 
preparations,  and  violently  paffing  through  his  territories,  for 
which  it  has  not  been  poffible  to  obtain  due  fatisfaftion  for 
time  pad,  nor  fufficient  fecurity  for  the  future ;  it  has  been 
confidered,  that  this  double  end  cannot  be  obtained  till  the 
faid  formidable  neighbour  is  reduced  within  narrow  bounds. 
For  thefe  reafons,  his  Majedy  the  King  of  Poland,  Eleftor  of 
Saxony,  as  an  auxiliary  ally,  and  her  Majedy  the  Queen  of 
Hungary  and  Bohemia,  as  a  party  attacked  and  at  war,  have 
agreed,  by  the  prefent  feparate  and  fecret  aft,  to  employ  their 
joint  efforts,  not  only  to  perform  fully  the  aft  palled  between 
their  Majedies  the  6th  [17th]  of  May  1744,  and  the  mea- 
fures  concerted  in  confluence  of  the  engagements  entered 

N  3  into 
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of  alliance  propofed  by  the  court  of  Vienna  to 
the  court  of  Drefden,  in  which  was  renewed  the 

treaty 

into  by  their  treaty  of  alliance  the  8th  of  January  1745,  with, 
the  maritime  powers ;  but  likewife,  that  neither  the  one  nor 
the  other  lhall  lay  down  their  arms,  till,  befides  the  conqueft 
of  all  Silefia  and  the  county  of  Glatz,  the  King  of  Pruffia  be 
farther  reduced. 

And  that  they  may  previoufly  underhand  one  another,  with 
regard  to  the  partition  of  the  conquefts  to  be  made,  feeing  the 
8th  article  of  the  faid  treaty  of  Warfaw  only  fettled  in  general 
terms,  that  his  Majeily  the  King  of  Poland,  Eleftor  of  Saxony, 
is  to  partake  of  the  advantages,  by  having  fuch  territories  as 
lie  convenient  for  him ;  it  has  appeared  neceffary  to  diftin- 
guifh  the  cafes  that  may  hereafter  happen,  and  come  to  a 
right  underhanding  about  each  of  them. 

Suppofe  then,  that  befides  the  recovery  of  all  Silefia  and 
the  county  of  Glatz,  they  fhould  conquer  from  the  faid  King 
the  dutchy  of  Magdeburg,  including  therein  the  circle  of  Saal, 
the  principality  of  Croffen,  with  the  circle  of  Zullichau  be¬ 
longing  thereto,  and  the  Fiefs  of  Bohemia  poffeffed  by  that 
King,  and  fituated  in  Lufatia ;  namely,  Cotbus,  Peits,  Storc- 
kow,  Beefkau,  Somerfeld,  and  other  places  and  dihrifts  be¬ 
longing  thereto.  In  this  cafe,  all  Silefia  and  the  county  of 
Glatz,  excepting  Swibus,  mulf  return  to  her  Majehy  the 
Queen  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  who,  in  exchange  cedes  all 
the  reft  juft  mentioned,  with  the  diftridt  of  Swibus,  belonging 
otherwife  to  Silefia,  to  his  Majefty  the  King  of  Poland,  Elec¬ 
tor  of  Saxony. 

Suppofing  on  the  contrary,  that  befides  the  recovering  of 
all  Silefia  and  county  of  Glatz,  they  could  conquer  upon  the 
aggreflor  no  more  than  the  circle  of  Saal,  the  principality  of 
Croffen,  with  the  circle  of  Zullichau,  and  the  above-men¬ 
tioned  Fiefs  of  Bohemia  belonging  to  him  in  Lufatia;  then 
his  Polifti  Majefty,  Elector  of  Saxony,  fhall  be  content  with 
this  laft  partition  and  the  diilridt  of  Swibus,  leaving  in  like 
manner  to  her  Majefty  the  Queen  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia, 

all 
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treaty  of  Eventual  Partition  of  the  18th  of  May 
1 745.  And  the  court  of  Saxony,  as  he  obferves, 
thinking  it  neceffary,  in  the  firft  place,  to  give  a 
greater  confiftency  to  their  plan,  by  grounding  it 
upon  an  alliance  between  the  courts  of  Ruffia 
and  Vienna ;  thofe  two  powers  did,  on  May  the 
2  2d  1746,  conclude  a  defenfive  alliance  at  Peterf- 
bourg :  but  that  the  oftenfive  part  of  it  was  drawn 
up  merely  with  a  view  to  conceal  the  fix  fecret  ar¬ 
ticles  thereof  from  the  knowledge  of  the  public, 
the  fourth  of  which  was  levelled  fingly  at  Prufiia. 
In  which  treaty  he  admits  that  the  Emprefs  Queen 
of  Hungary  and  Bohemia  did  fet  out  with  a  pro- 


all  Silefia  and  the  county  of  Glatz,  Swibus  excepted.  But 
fuppofe,  in  fine,  that,  contrary  to  all  expeftation,  and  in  fpite 
of  the  joint  efforts  above-mentioned,  they  could  conquer,  be- 
fides  the  county  of  Glatz,  and  the  whole  of  Silefia,  no  more 
than  the  principality  of  CrofTen,  with  the  circle  of  Zullichau, 
and  the  abovefaid  Fiefs  of  Bohemia,  poileffed  by  the  faid  King 
in  Lufatia:  In  this  cafe,  his  Polifh  Majefty  fhall  have,  befides 
the  principality,  the  circle  and  the  Fiefs  juft  mentioned,  the 
diftrifl  of  Swibus,  otherwife  belonging  to  Silefia. 

And  her  Majefty  the  Queen  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  en¬ 
gages  in  the  ftrongeft  and  moft  folemn  manner,  that  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  the  King  of  Poland,  Eledor  of  Saxony,  fhall  have  pre- 
cifely  the  fame  fecurities  for  thefe  new  acquifitions,  which  fhe 
fhall  or  may  have  for  the  recovery  of  her  antient  patrimonial 
territories,  that  is  to  fay,  Silefia  and  the  county  of  Glatz. 

To  this  end  the  Saxon  troops  of  his  Polifh  Majefty  fhall  re¬ 
main  in  re-conquered  Silefia,  till  his  ftipulated  fhare  be  ef¬ 
fected,  at  leaf!  according  to  the  laft  of  the  cafes  above-men¬ 
tioned.  After  which  the  high-contra£ting  parties  fhall  reci¬ 
procally  guaranty,  &c. 


Done  at  Leipfick,  the 
1 8th  of  May,  1745. 


(L.S.)  AUGUSTUS  R. 

]Sf  3  reflation 
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teflation  religioufly  to  obferve  the  treaty  of  Dref- 
den,  but  that  her  real  way  of  thinking  upon  this 
point  in  the  following  words,  in  the  fame  treaty: 
“  If  the  King  of  Pruffia  fhould  be  the  firft  to  de- 
“  Part  fr°m  this  peace,  by  attacking  either  her 
“  Majefly  the  Emprefs  Queen  of  Hungary  and 
“  Bohemia,  or  her  Majefly  the  Emprefs  of  Ruf- 
“  fia,  or  even  the  republic  of  Poland,  in  all  which 
“  cafes  the  rights  of  her  Majefly  the  Emprefs 
“  Queen  toSilefia  and  the  county  of  Glatz,  would 
“  again  take  place,  and  recover  their  full  effedt ; 

the  two  contradling  parties  fhall  mutually  affift 
“  each  other  with,  &c.  to  conquer  Silefia,  &c.” 
extends  the  infradtion  of  the  treaty  of  Drefden  to 
any  difpute,  that  might  arife  between  Pruffia  and 
Ruffia,  or  Poland,  and  to  be  a  fufficient  ground 
for  a  revival  of  the  rights  of  the  Houle  of  Auflria 
to  Silefia-,  though  neither  Ruffia  nor  the  republic 
of  Poland  are  at  all  concerned  in  the  treaty  of 
Drefden.  But  it  is  obvious,  fays  he,  that,  by 
this  article  the  court  of  Vienna  has  prepared 
three  pretences  for  the  recovery  of  Silefia -,  and 
by  comparing  it  with  her  condudt  from  that  time 
it  did  vifibly  appear,  that  fhe  thought  to  attain 
her  end,  either  by  provoking  the  King  to  com¬ 
mence  a  war  againfl  her,  or  by  kindling  one  be¬ 
tween  his  Majefly  and  Ruffia,  or  Poland,  by  her 
fecret  intrigues  and  machinations. 

His  Pruffian  Majefly  produces  the  inflrucTons 
to  the  Saxon  miniflers  at  Peterfbourg  and  Vienna, 
to  prove  the  time  when  the  Eledlor  of  Saxony 
was  invited  to  accede  to  this  treaty,  and  the  eager- 

nefs 
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nefs  with  which  he  accepted  that  invitation".  ^D. 
And  then  makes  this  obiervation  and  inference  : 

As 

«  «  ln  thefe  inftruftions,  which  are  recited  at  large,  are 
thefe  remarkable  particulars “  As  to  the  principal  treaty 
between  the  two  Imperial  courts,  the  King  is  entirely  difpofed 
to  accede  thereto,  without  any  other  reftriaion,  than  that  of 
the  number  of  troops,  which  they  have  reciprocally  fiipulated 
therein,  for  the  ordinary  cafes  of  giving  fuccours.  But  the 
King’s  acceffion  to  the  fix  feparate  articles,  five  of  which  are 
fecret,  require  much  more  reftriaion  and  adjuftment,  with 
regard  to  the  King’s  conveniency. 

As  to  the  firft  fecret  article,  which  concerns  the  guaranty 
of  the  Grand  Duke  of  Ruflia’s  poffeffions,  as  Duke  of  Hol- 
ftein-Slefwick,  and  of  his  ducal  houfe,  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia 
will  be  pleafed  to  confider  how  tenderly  and  cautioufly  the 
King  muft  behave  towards  the  court  of  Denmark,  on  account 
of  his  affinity  and  right  of  eventual  fucceffion  ;  and  therefore 
the  faid  fovereign,  as  well  as  the  Emprefs  Queen,  and  even 
the  Emperor  her  confort,  will  not,  in  return,  refufe  the  King 
and  his  pofterity  the  guaranty  of  the  fucceffion  to  the  throne 
of  Denmark,  which  in  time  may  fall  to  a  Prince  of  the  elec¬ 
toral  houfe  of  Saxony. 

And  as  to  the  fourth  article,  which  regards  eventual  and 
ftronger  meal'ures  againft  a  new,  fudden,  and  unexpected  at¬ 
tack  from  the  King  of  Pruffia,  the  King  acknowledges  therein 
the  prudent  forecaft  of  the  two  Empreffes,  in  thinking  be¬ 
forehand  how  to  concert  matters  together,  and  powerfully 
affift  one  another,  if,  contrary  to  better  expectations,  and  not- 
withftanding  their  fcrupulous  attention  to  obferve  their  treaties 
with  the  faid  Prince,  the  latter  ffiould  invade  the  dominions  o{ 
either  of  them  ;  and  in  this  cafe  the  King  is  ready  enough  to 
concur  in  the  fame  meafures  ;  but  as  he  is  the  molt  expofed  to 
*he  refentment  of  fo  formidable  and  reftlefs  a  neighbour,  wit- 
nefs  the  fad  experience  his  Majeliy  has  lately  had  of  it;  their 
Imperial  Majefties  cannot  think  it  ftrange,  that  the  King,  be¬ 
fore  entering  into  fuch  a  new,  eventual,  and  extenfive  engage- 
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As  the  court  of  Saxony  does  thus  betray  their 
readinefs  to  enter  into  all  the  offenfive  engage¬ 
ments 

ment,  fhould  take  better  precautions,  as  well  for  his  fecurity 
and  mutual  defence,  as  for  his  being  indemnified,  and  recom¬ 
pensed  in  proportion  to  his  efforts,  and  the  progrefs  made 
againft  fuch  an  aggrefTor. 

To  this  end  the  Count  de  Vdcedom,  and  the  Sieur  Pezold 
fhall  alk  the  Imperial  minifters  plenipotentiaries,  j.  What 
number  of  troops,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  their  fovereigns  defire  of  the 
King ;  and,  in  return,  with  how  many  will  each  of  them 
affix!  him  ?  And  2dly,  That  this  fuccour  defired  of  the  King 
be  not  difproportionate  to  the  ftrength  of  his  army.  3.  That 
the  two  Imperial  courts  mull  promife  double  the  number  to 
the  King.  4.  That  the  two  Empreffes  mull  each  engage  to 
keep  at  lead  fuch  a  body  of  their  troops,  in  a  moveable  con¬ 
dition,  and  ready  to  march  to  the  affiftance  of  his  Majefty, 
one  upon  the  frontiers  of  Pruffia,  and  the  other  in  Bohemia! 
5.  That  they  likewife  oblige  themfelves  to  let  the  King  come 
in  for  a  fhare  of  the  prifoners,  fpoils,  and  conquefls  they  fhall 
make  jointly  or  feparately  on  the  aggrefTor,  and  thereby  the 
common  enemy. 

With  refpeft  to  this  laft  point,  and  the  partition  of  the  con- 
quefts  to  be  made,  the  King’s  minifters  plenipotentiaries  are  to 
afk  the  Ruffian  minifter,  what  his  fovereign’s  offers  are;  and 
to  declare,  relative  to  the  Emprefs  Queen  of  Hungary  and 
Bohemia,  that  fuppofing  this  Princefs  were  attacked  again  by 
the  King  of  Pruffia,  and  fhould  recover  not  only  Silefia  and 
the  county  or  Glatz,  but  likewife  fucceed  in  reducing  that  ag 
greffor  within  narrower  bounds,  the  King  of  Poland,  as  Eledtor 
of  Saxony,  would  abide  by  the  partition  ftipulated  between 
her  and  Ins  Majefty  by  the  convention  figned  at  Leipfic  the 
iSth  of  May  1745,  a  copy  of  which  the  refident  Pezold  re¬ 
ceived,  enclofed  in  a  letter  from  the  miniftry  of  the  14th  of 
November  following;  excepting  the  third  degree  of  partition 
defined  therein,  with  which  his  Majefty  cannot  be  fatisfied  - 
fmce  in  caie  the  Emprefs  Queen  fhould  be  able  to  conquer! 
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ments  of  the  treaty  of  Peterfbourg ;  and  as  they 
have  been,  fmce  the  peace,  the  revivers  of  the 
Partition  treaty,  made  againft  the  King  during 
the  laft  war  ;  they  had  juftified  his  Majefty  in  re- 
fenting  a  treaty  made  againft  him,  notwithftanding 
the  general  amnefty  fettled  by  the  treaty  of  Dref¬ 
den ;  as  appears  from  the  opinion  of  the  Saxon 
privy  council ;  who  upon  being  confulted  about 
this  very  fourth  fecret  article  on  the  1 5th  of  Au- 
guft  1747  and  the  17th  of  September  1748,  gave 
it,  as  their  opinion,  “  That  the  faid  article  ex- 
“  ceeds  the  ufual  rules. — and  if  his  Polifti  Ma- 
“  jefty  fhould  approve,  by  his  accefllon,  a  princi- 
“  pie  w  fo  repugnant  to  the  ordinary  rules,  the 
“  King  of  Pruflia,  ftiould  he  hear  of  it,  might 
“  charge  him  with  a  violation  of  the  treaty  of 
“  Drefden,  and  their  apprehenfions  from  hisPruf- 
“  fian  Majefty  would  greatly  increafe.” 

befides  the  county  of  Glatz,  and  all  Silefia,  no  more  than  the 
principality  of  Croffen,  with  the  circle  of  Zullichau,  and  the 
fiefs  of  Bohemia  poffefled  by  the  King  of  PrulTia  in  Lufatia, 
it  would  be  neceffary  to  grant  eventually  to  the  King,  Elector 
of  Saxony,  a  more  confiderable  ffiare  in  thofe  conquefts,  than 
the  faid  principality,  the  circle,  and  the  fiefs:  His  Majefty 
will  wait  for  the  offers  of  the  court  of  Vienna  on  this  head, 
and  will  order  the  Count  de  Lofs  to  negociate  thereupon;  wilh- 
ing  only  that  the  Ruffian  court  would  ufe  its  good  offices  to 
obtain,  in  this  cafe,  a  better  partition  for  the  King  from  the 
Emprefs  Queen,  and  then  fecure  and  guaranty  to  his  Majefty 
the  acquifition  thereof. 

(L.  S.)  Augustus  R. 

Written  at  Drefden,  the  C.  de  Br. 

23d  of  May,  1747.  de  Walther. 

w  That  an  auxiliary  potentate  is  to  be  confidered  on  the 
fame  foot  as  the  belligerent  power,  &c. 

He 
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He  adds,  that  Count  Bruhl  was  fo  well  apprized 
and  convinced  of  this  truth,  that  he  did  all  in  his 
power,  to  conceal  the  fix  fecret  articles  above- 
mentioned.  For  the  proof  of  this  he  cites  inftruc- 
tions  to  Count  Lofs,  the  Saxon  minifter  at  Paris*. 
And,  though  continues  his  Majefty  the  court  of 
Saxony  deferred  their  acceding  to  the  treaty,  in 
form ;  they  did  not  fail  to  allure  their  confederates, 
that  they  were  ready  to  accede  to  it,  as  foon  as  it 
could  be  done  without  too  evident  a  rifk,  and  their 
lhare  of  the  advantages  to  be  gained,  Ihould  be 
fecured  to  them  Y. 

Several  paftages  of  letters  were  extrafted  in  this 
memorial,  one  z  from  Count  Flemming  to  Count 
Bruhl,  in  which  it  is  faid,  “  That  Count  Uhlefield 
“  had  charged  him  to  reprefent  a-frefh  to  his 
“  court,  that  they  could  not  take  too  fecure  mea- 
“  fures  again!!  the  ambitious  views  of  the  King 
“  of  Pruffia  •,  and  that  Saxony  more  efpecially,  as 
“  being  the  molt  expofed,  could  not  be  too  cau- 
“  tious  in  guarding  again!!  them ;  that  it  was  of 

*  June  1 8,  1747. 

y  General  d’Arnim,  when  he  was  going  to  Peterfbourg,  in 
quality  of  minifter  from  Saxony,  was  inftrudfed  to  declare, 
‘‘  That  (before  his  Polifh  Majefty 's  acceflion)  the  two  Impe¬ 
rial  courts  ftiould  promife  him,  in  cafe  of  an  hoftile  invafion 
of  his  patrimonial  dominions  in  Germany,  a  fpeedy,  fure,  and 
fuflicient  affiftance,  by  means  of  two  armies  to  be  always  kept 
ready  on  the  refpedtive  frontiers,  which  might  be  able  to  luc- 
cour  him  immediately,  or  to  make  a  diverfion  according  to 
the  exigency  of  the  cafe ;  and  in  fine ,  that  the  J. hare  he  is  to 
have  in  the  advantages  that  tnay  be  gained  by  good Jiiccefis  in  war, 
be  fofitive/y  determined 

*  Dated  the  28th  of  February  1753. 

« 


the 


Ce  the  higheft  importance  to  flrengthen  their  old 
“  engagements,  upon  the  footing  propofed  by  the 
“  late  Count  Harrach  in  1745  ;  that  this  might  be 
“  done  upon  occafion  of  the  acceffion  to  the  treaty 
“  of  Peterfburg,  or  in  any  other  manner,  which 
“  fhould  feem  fitted;  for  keeping  it  fecret ;  and 
“  that  he  thought  the  prefent  flotation  of  affairs 
“  abfolutely  required  the  allied  courts  to  unite 
“  clofer  than  ever,  fo  as,  that  alljhould  anfwer  for 
“  each  one,  and  each  one  for  all”  To  which  Count 
Bruh!  anfwered  a,  “  That  his  Polifn  Majefty  was 
“  not  difinclined  to  treat  afterwards  in  the  utmofi: 
“  fecrecy,  with  the  court  of  Vienna,  about  fuc- 
“  cours,  by  private  and  confidential  declarations, 
“  relative  to  the  4th  fecret  article  of  the  treaty  of 
“  Peterfburg,  provided  reafonable  conditions  and 
“  advantages  be  granted  him.”  And  concludes, 
“  That  it  is  his  previous  opinion,  that  what  was 
<c  promifed  by  the  Emprefs  QueerPs  declaration1* 
“  of  the  3d  of  May  1745,  may  ferve  for  a  bans.” 
— Another  out  of  a  difpatch  from  Count  Flemming 
to  Count  Bruhl,  in  which  the  former  writes: 
“  Your  excellency  knows  the  great  objections, 
“  which  the  court  of  Peterfburg  made  to  us  in  the 
“  lafl  war,  when  we  reclaimed  the  cafus  foederis : 
“  and  your  excellency  will  alfo  remember  the  an- 
“  fwer,  which  their  miniflers  gave  us,  when  we 
“  were  prdfed  to  accede  to  the  treaty  of  Peterf- 
“  burg  of  1746,  and  we  fhewed  our  willingnefs 

a  Dated  8  March  1753. 

b  This  is  the  very  treaty  of  Partition,  figned  at  Vienna  oh 
3d  May,  and  at  Leipfic  on  the  18  May  1745- 
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A.  D.  «  to  do  it,  upon  condition  that  we  Jhouldnot  appear 
1?i7'  “  upon  the  fiage,  till  after  the  King  of  Pruffia  Jkould 
“  be  attacked,  and  his  forces  divided  that  we  might 
“  not  from  the  fituation  of  our  country  hazard 
“  our  falling  the  firft  facrifice.” — The  following 
paflage  from  the  Sieur  Funck’s  difpatch  of  the 
7  June  1753  :  “  That  having  had  the  queftion 
“  put  to  him  at  Peterfburg,  whether  his  court 
“  would  not  take  up  arms,  in  cafe  of  a  war  with 
“  Pruffia  ;  and  having  replied,  That  the  fituation 
“  of  Saxony  did  not  permit  it  to  enter  the  lifts, 
“  till  its  powerful  neighbour  fliould  be  beat  out 
“  of  the  field  ;**  he  was  anfwered,  “  That  he 
“  judged  rightly,  For,  the  Saxons  ought  to  wait 
“  till  the  knight  was  thrown  out  of  the  f addled' 
Hence  his  PrufTian  Majefty  obferved,  That  it 
is  evident  the  court  of  Saxony,  without  having 
acceded  to  the  treaty  of  Peterfburg  in  form,  were 
not  the  lefs  an  accomplice  in  the  dangerous  defigns, 
which  the  court  of  Vienna  has  grounded  upon 
this  treaty  ■,  and  that,  having  been  difpenfed  with 
by  their  allies,  from  a  formal  concurrence,  they 
had  only  waited  for  the  moment,  when  they  might, 
without  running  too  great  a  rifk,  concur  in  effetft, 
and  (hare  the  fpoils  of  their  neighbour. 

In  expedition  of  this  period,  continues  the 
memorial,  the  Auftrian  and  Saxon  minifters  la¬ 
boured  in  concert  and  privately,  to  prepare  the 
means  of  putting  thsir  intentions  into  execution. 
And  as  it  was  laid  down,  as  a  principle  in  the  fecret 
treaty  of  Peterfburg,  that  any  war  whatever  be¬ 
tween  the  King  and  Ruftia  would  authorize  the 

Emprefs 
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Emprefs  Queen  to  re-enter  and  take  Silefia  *,  there  A.  D. 
was  nothing  more  to  be  done,  than  to  fpirit  up  *75' " 
fuch  a  war.  Therefore  every  art  was  ufed  to  em¬ 
broil  the  King  irreconcilably  with  the  Emprefs  of 
Ruffia,  and  to  provoke  that  Princefs  by  all  forts 
of  falfe  infinuations,  impoftures  and  atrocious 
calumnies ;  as  may  be  collected  from  feveral  dif- 
patches  and  inftrudtions  to  the  Auftrian  and  Saxon 
minifters  at  Peterfburg. — Mr.  Vicedom,  the  Saxon 
minifter,  informs,  “  That  Baron  Pretlack,  mini- 
“  fter  from  Vienna,  rejoiced,  upon  his  having 
“  found  means  by  confidential  communications 
“  from  his  court,  concerning  various  fecret  prac- 
*£  ticesof  the  King  of  Pruffia  to  the  prejudice  of 
“  her  Imperial  Majefty,  to  raife  ideas  in  her, 

<c  which  had  carried  her  enmity  to  the  higheft 
“  pitch  •,  and  that  the  two  minifters  of  Vienna 
“  and  Saxony  concerted  together  the  means  of 
“  bringing  about  an  accommodation  between  the 
“  Emprefs  Queen  and  France,  in  order  that  the 
“  former  might  be  able  to  make  head  againft  the 

King  of  Pruftia.”  Count  Bernes c  exaggerated 
“  the  military  arrangements  of  the  King  of  Pruffia: 

“  and  affirmed  that  the  court  of  Pruffia  was  con- 
‘‘  cerned  in  a  plot  hatching  in  Sweden  againft  the 
“  perfon  and  life  of  the  Czarina d. 

He  then  produces  vouchers  from  the  Saxon 
miniflry,  who  gave  it  as  a  general  inftrudtion  e  to 
keep  up  dextroufly  the  diftruft  and  jealoufy  of 

c  In  a  difpatch  of  6  July  1747.  d  1  z  Dec.  1749. 

*  Inftruftions  to  General  d’Armm  in  1750. 
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Ruffia  in  regard  to  Pruffia,  and  to  applaud  every 
arrangement  made  againft  the  latter.  So  that  they 
were  conftantly  infinuating  that  the  King  was 
forming  defigns  upon  Courland,  Poliffi  Pruffia, 
and  the  city  of  Dantzick  : — that  the  courts  of 
France,  Pruffia  and  Sweden  were  hatching  vaft 

D 

projects,  in  cafe  of  a  vacancy  of  the  throne  of 
Poland  ;  and  many  more  falfities  of  the  fame 
kind  ;  fo  far  as  to  affirm  that  he  was  endeavouring 

O 

to  fet  the  Turk  upon  the  back  of  Ruffia. 

He  obferves,  that  thefe  calumnies  and  impor- 
ft u res  did,  at  length,  fucceed  in  infnaring  the  Em- 
prefs  of  Ruffia’s  equity  and  good  faith,  and  in 
prejudicing  her  againft  the  King,  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  by  the  refult f  of  the  affemblies  of  the  fenate 
of  Ruffia  it  was  laid  down  for  a  fundamental 
maxim  of  the  Empire,  to  oppofe  every  further 
aggrandifement  of  the  King  of  Pruffia,  and  to 
cruffi  him  by  a  fuperior  force,  as  foon  as  a  favour¬ 
able  opportunity  ffiould  occur,  and  that  this  refo- 
lution  was  renewed  in  a  great  council,  in  Oftober 
J755>  with  a  further  refolve,  “  To  attack  the 
“  King  of  Pruffia  without  any  further  difcuffion, 

“  whether  that  Prince  ffiould  happen  to  attack  one 
“  of  the  allies  of  the  court  of  Ruffia,  or  one  of 
“  the  allies  of  that  court  ffiould  begin  with  hims.” 
All  which  was  received  with  inexpreffible  joy 

f  On  the  14  and  15  May  17^3. 

s  It  was  at  the  fame  time  refolded  to  eredt  magazines  for 
100,000  men,  at  Riga,  Mittau,  Lichau,  and  Windatt.  And 
they  eflablifhed  a  fund  of  2,500,000  rubles,  and  an  annual  fund 
of  1,500,000  rubles,  for  this  fervice. 
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by  Count  Bruhl  *,  who,  in  anfwer  to  Sieur  Funck  A- 

J  |7r7% 

writes11,  44  That  the  deliberations  of  the  grand 
44  council  are  fo  much  the  more  glorious  to  Ruf- 
44  fia,  in  that  there  can  be  nothing  more  beneficial 
“  to  the  common  caufe,  than  previoufiy  to  fettle 
44  the  effe&ual  means  of  deftroying  the  over- 
“  grown  power  of  Prufiia,  and  the  undoubted 
44  ambition  of  that  court.”  And  again  1  he  ex¬ 
plains  himfelf  as  follows:  44  The  refult  of  the 
44  grand  council  of  Ruffia  has  given  us  great  fatis- 
44  faction  :  the  confidential  communication,  which 
44  Ruffia  is  pleafed  to  make  of  it,  will  enable  all 
44  their  allies,  as  well  as  our  court ,  to  come  to  an 
“  explanation  about  the  arrangement,  and  mea- 
44  fures  to  be  taken  in  confequence  thereof.  Bur, 

44  it  cannot  be  taken  amifs,  if  Saxony,  confider- 
44  ing  the  fuperior  power  of  its  neighbour,  pro- 
44  ceeds  with  the  utmoft  caution,  and  previoufiy 
44  expe&s  its  fecurity  from  its  allies,  and  to  be 
44  a  (lifted  with  the  means  of  acting.” 

This  memorial  then  fets  forth  the  panic,  which 
feized  this  Saxon  minifter  upon  the  convention  of 
neutrality  in  Germany  figned  k  between  the  courts 
of  London  and  Berlin,  which  he  was  afraid  would 
filence  all  his  calumnies,  and  (hake  his  iniquitous 
fyftem,  and  therefore  redoubled  his  efforts  in  Ruf¬ 
fia  in  order  to  prevent  a  good  underftanding  be¬ 
tween  that  court  and  the  King  of  Prufiia.  44  A 

h  Dated  the  uth  of  November  1755. 

*  The  23d  of  November  1755. 

k  On  the  16th  of  January  1756. 

44  recon- 
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“  reconciliation,  fays  he  f,  between  the  courts  of 
“  Berlin  and  Peterfbourg  would  be  the  moft  cri- 
“  tical  and  the  moft  dangerous  event,  that  could 
“  happen.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  Ruffia  would 
not  hearken  to  fuch  odious  propofals  j  and  that 
“  the  court  of  Vienna  will  be  able  to  thwart  fo 
“  fatal  a  union.”  However,  it  appears  from 
what  follows,  that  there  was  no  ground  for  Bruhfts 
fears.  The  court  of  Vienna  had  made  fure  of 
the  Czarina ;  and  imagining  that  the  new  con¬ 
nections,  they  had  entered  into,  this  year,  would 
facilitate  the  recovery  of  Silefia,  they  took  their 
meafures  accordingly.  Ruffia  armed  with  great 
ftrength,  both  by  land  and  fea,  under  pretence  of 
a  treaty  with  England,  which  required,  at  that 
time,  no  fuccours.  Bohemia  and  Moravia  were 
covered  with  troops,  camps,  magazines,  &c. 
agreeable  to  a  fecret  convention  between  the  two 
Emprefies;  and  difcontinued  till  next  year,  for 
certain  reafons.  For,  whoever  attends  to  the  cor- 
refpondence  of  the  Saxon  minifters,  will  find  that 
Pruffiawas  the  real, whatever  might  be  the  apparent 
objeift  of  fuch  armaments.  A  report  was  induftri- 
oufly  propagated  at  Peterfburg,  from  feveral  parts, 
under  the  influence  of  the  Auftrian  and  Saxon 
minifters,  “  That  the  King  of  Pruflia,  under  a 
“  pretence  of  trade,  was  fending  officers  and  en- 
<c  gineers,  in  difguife,  into  Ukraine,  to  recon- 
“  noitre  the  country,  and  ftir  up  a  rebellion.” 
Which,  if  believed,  was,  according  to  the  treaty 

J  In  his  letter  of  the  23d  of  June  1756. 


of 
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of  eventual  partition,  a  fufficient  ground  for  a  -A-  D* 
rupture”.  This  had  fuch  an  effeX,  that  the  Ruf-  l/''‘ 
fian  minifter  of  ftate  allured  fecretary  Paffe,  “  That 
<c  his  court  would  foon  begin  the  war  againft  the 
“  King  of  Pruffia,  in  order  to  fet  bounds  to  fo 
“  troublefome  a  neighbour,  and  that  the  engager 
“  ments  of  his  court  with  England,  in  regard  to 
<c  the  neutrality  of  Germany,  did  not  concern  the 
“  Saxon  league  at  lead,  and  that  they  would  go 
“  on  their  own  way,  in  keeping  to  the  fenfe  of 
“  the  fubfidiary  treaty  with  England".  That 
“  they  very  much  approved  of  the  court  of  Vi- 
“  enna’s  new  connexions  with  France-,  which 
“  they  wifhed  might  extend  fo  far,  as  to  fupport 
“  the  Emprefs  Queen,  in  her  attempts  upon  Pruf- 
“  fia,  and  that  the  order  for  putting  a  flop  to 
“  the  armaments  of  that  empire,  was  occafioned 
“  by  the  want  of  officers  and  feamen,  magazines 
“  and  forage  °.”  Count  Flemming,  the  Saxon 
minifter  at  Vienna,  informs  p  his  court  of  a  con¬ 
ference  he  had  with  Count  Kaunitz,  concerning 
the  armaments  of  Ruffia,  and  the  difficulty  of 
maintaining  thofe  great  armies,  and  the  dangers 
that  might  enfue  a  difcovery  of  their  real  objeX, 
by  that  crafty  and  fharp-fighted  Prince,  the  King 

of  Pruffia.  In  the  courfe  of  which  Flemminw 

*  o 

was  made  to  underhand,  that  thofe  armaments, 
whatever  might  be  pretended  in  regard  to  en- 

01  SieurPraffe’s  letter  to  Count  Bru’nl,  28th  of  April,  1756. 

h  His  letter  of  the  10th  of  May  1756. 

»  On  the  z  1  It  of  June. 

r  On  the  1 2th  of  June  1756. 
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A.  D.  gagements  with  England,  were  made  againft  Pruf- 
l/  fia  :  that  money  would  not  be  wanted  nor  grudg¬ 
ed,  provided  they  knew  how  to  make  a  proper 
ufe  of  it,  and  that,  in  cafe  the  King  of  Pruffia 
fhould  fall  fuddenly  upon  his  neighbours,  he  would 
meet  with  his  match  :  “  for  that  the  Ruffians  were 
prepared  at  all  events.”  But  nothing  could  prove 
the  infincerity  of  the  Auftrian  court  more  evi¬ 
dently  than  a  letter  from  this  fame  Count  Flem¬ 
ming  at  Vienna,  to  Count  Bruhl,  the  Saxon  prime 
minifter,  dated  June  9th  1756,  in  which  it  is  faid, 
with  great  affurance,  that  there  was  an  eftablifhed 
concert  between  the  two  courts  of  Vienna  and 
Ruffia  :  that  the  latter,  in  order  to  difguife  the 
true  reafons  of  their  armaments,  made  them  un¬ 
der  the  pretence  of  being  thereby  in  a  condition 
to  fulfil  their  engagements  with  England  :  and 
that  when  all  the  preparations  fhould  be  finifhed, 
they  were  to  fall  unexpectedly  upon  the  King  of 
Pruffia-,  and  another  letter,  dated  28th  of  July, 
which  fets  the  fyfiem  of  Vienna  in  a  full  light,  at 
the  bottom  of  the  page  q. 

his 


1  Letter  from  Count  Flemming  to  Count  de  BruhL 
SIR,  Vienna,  July  28,  1756. 

court,  in  confequence  of  which  he  lent  a  note  the  next  morn¬ 
ing  to  Count  de  Kaunitz,  earneftly  entreating  him  to  appoint 
an  hour  for  a  conference  with  him.  This  note  w'as  delivered 
to  the  chancellor  of  Hate,  juft  while  he  was  in  conference  with 
the  Marlhals  Newperg  and  Brown,  and  Gen.  Prince  Piccolo- 
mini.  And  as  he  intended  to  wait  upon  the  Emprefs  Queen 
immediately  after  the  conference,  in  order  to  make  her  a  re¬ 
port 
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This  letter,  fays  the  memorialift,  proves,  that  A.  D. 
by  didating  the  anfvver  to  his  Sovereign ;  Count 

Kaunitz 


port  thereof,  he  fent  word  to  M.  Klingraffe,  that  he  was  in¬ 
deed  obliged  to  go  to  Schoenbrunn,  bat  neverthelefs  he  would 
be  obliged  to  him,  if  he  would  haften  to  him  that  very  inftant ; 
which  the  Pruffian  minilter  did  not  fail  to  do.  Count  de  Kau¬ 
nitz  told  me  in  confidence,  at  a  converfation  I  had  with  him 
yefterday  morning,  that  M.  Klingraffe,  on  his  accofting  him, 
gave  him  to  underftand,  with  a  certain  embarrafsment  mixed 
with  uneafinefs,  that  he  had  juft  received  an  exprefs  from  his 
court,  who  brought  him  fome  orders,  the  contents  of  which, 
he  was  to  lay  before  the  Emprefs  Queen  in  perfon,  and  for 
this  purpofe  he  was  enjoined  to  demand  a  private  audience  of 
her  Imperial  Majefty,  which,  he  defired,  he  would  be  pleafed 
to  procure  for  him.  That  he,  Count  Kaunitz,  made  anfwer, 
that  being  juft  ready  to  fet  out  for  Schoenbrunn,  he  willingly 
took  upon  him  to  demand  the  audience  he  defired  ;  but  could 
not  avoid  letting  him  underftand,  that  it  was  proper  he  fhould 
be  enabled,  at  leaft  in  general  terms,  to  give  the  Emprefs  pre¬ 
vious  notice  of  the  nature  of  the  infinuations  he  had  orders  to 
make  to  her  Majefty.  Whereupon  M.  de  Klingraffe  told  him, 
that  he  was  charged  to  demand  amicably,  and  by  way  ofeclair- 
ciffement,  in  the  name  of  the  King  his  rnafter,  what  was  the 
tendency  of  the  armaments  and  military  preparations  making 
here,  and  whether  they  might  not,  perhaps,  concern  him; 
which,  however  he  could  not  imagine,  as  he  did  not  know 
that  he  had  given  the  leaft  occafion  for  them.  That  he, 
Kaunitz,  replied,  that  he  could  not  juft  then  make  any  an¬ 
fvver  to  that  overture  ;  that  he  would  not  fail  to  make  a  report 
thereof  immediately  to  the  Emprefs,  and  procure  him  the  au¬ 
dience  he  requefted  ;  that,  neverthelefs,  he  could  not  forbear 
telling  him,  that  he  was  furprifed  at  the  explanation,  which 
the  King  his  mailer  required,  concerning  the  meafures  taken  in 
this  country,  feeing  this  court  had  expreffed  no  uneafinefs  or 
umbrage  at  the  great  movements  and  preparations,  which  had 
been  previoufiy  obferved  in  his  army.  This  minifter  further 

0  2  told 
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Kannitz  propofed  to  fhut  the  door  againft  all 
means  of  explaining  and  conciliating  matters  *, 

and 

told  me,  “  That  having  fet  out  immediately  after  for  Schcen- 
“  brunts,  he  had  reflected  by  the  way  on  the  anfwer  he  fhould 
advife  his  Sovereign  to  give  M.  Klingraffe ;  and  having 
“  thought  he  perceived  that  the  King  of  Pruffia  had  twoob- 
“  jedts  in  view,  which  this  court  was  defirous  equally  to  avoid, 
“  viz.  to  come  to  conferences  and  eclaircifl'ements,  that  might, 
“  at  firft,  caufe  a  fufpenfion  of  the  meafures,  which  they  judged 
“  neceffary  to  be  continued  vigoroufly  ;  and  fecondly,  to  lead 
“  matters  further  on,  to  other  propofitions  and  more  effential 
engagements;  he  had  therefore  judged  that  the  anfwer 
“  ought  to  be  of  fuch  a  nature,  as  might  entirely  elude  the 
“  King  of  Pruffia’s  queftion  ;  and  that,  in  leaving  no  more 
“  room  for  further  explanations,  it  Ihould  at  the  fame  time  be 
“  refolute  and  polite,  without  being  fufceptible  of  any  inter- 
“  pretation  either  frnifter  or  favourable.  That  purfuarit  to 
“  this  notion,  it  appeared  to  him  fufficient,  that  the  Emprefs 
“  Ihould  content  herfelf  with  limply  anlwering,  that  in  the 
violent  general  crifis  Europe  was  now  in,  her  duty  and  the 
“  dignity  of  her  crown  required  her  to  take  fufficient  meafures 
“  for  her  own  fecurity,  as  well  as  for  the  fafcty  of  her  friends 
“  and  allies.”  That  the  Emprefs  Queen  had  approved  of  this 
anfwer;  and  to  Ihew  that  the  King  of  Prulfia’s  Hep  and  de¬ 
mand  did  not  occafion  the  leaft  embarraffment  here,  her  Ma- 
jefty  immediately  ordbred  the  hour  of  M.  Klingraffe ’s  audience 
to  be  fixed  for  the  next  day,  which  was  the  day  before  yefter- 
day  ;  and  after  hearing  that  minifter’s  propofition,  juft  as  he 
had  imparted  it  the  preceding  day  to  Count  de  Kaunitz,  fhe  had 
anfwered  him  precifely  in  the  terms  above-mentioned,  and  then 
fuddenly  broke  off  the  audience  with  a  nod,  without  entering 
into  any  further  detail.  It  is  certain  that  all  Vienna,  being 
then  affembled  in  the  Emprefs  Queen’s  drawing-room,  as  it 
was  a  day  of  gala,  faw  M.  Klingraffe  enter,  and  depart  in  a 
very  few  minutes,  with  an  embarrafted  countenance.  I  have 
all  thefe  particulars  from  the  mouth  of  Count  de  Kaunitz,  who 
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and  at  the  fame  time,  to  purfue  the  preparations 
for  his  dangerous  defigns,  in  the  expe&ation,  that 

the 

on  this  occafion,  has  talked  to  me  with  more  opennefs  and 
confidence  than  he  had  hitherto  done,  and  even  charged  me 
to  make  ufe  of  them  in  my  difpatches  to  your  Excellency,  but 
Hill  with  the  greateft  fecrecy. 

It  is  fo  much  the  lefs  doubted  that  this  anfwer,  equally 
firong  and  obfcure,  will  greatly  puzzle  the  King  of  Pruffia ; 
and  ’tis  pretended  here,  that  that  Prince  mull  be  under  a  great 
deal  of  uneafinefs,  and  that  he  has  already  drawn  three  mil¬ 
lions  of  crowns  out  of  his  treafury,  for  the  charges  of  his  pre¬ 
parations  and  augmentations. 

It  is  prefumed,  and  not  without  probability,  that  his  defign 
in  the  demand  above-mentioned  was,  that  if  he  had  been, 
anfwered,  that  he  himfelf  had  been  the  caufe  of  the  arma¬ 
ments  made  here,  he  would  have  endeavoured  to  clear  him¬ 
felf  of  the  charge,  by  alledging,  in  proof  of  his  innocence, 
that  for  this  very  reafonhe  did  not  only  form  the  camps,  which 
he  has  already  traced  to  exercife  his  foldiers,  but  had  ordered 
the  regiments  to  feparate ;  perhaps  imagining  he  fhould  lay 
this  court  under  this  neceffity  to  follow  his  example  by  difcon- 
tinuing  likewife  his  preparations.  However,  I  think  he  would 
find  it  no  eafy  matter  to  divert  it  from  its  defign  by  fuch  illu- 
fions  as  thefe. 

We  have  learned  by  an  exprefs  who  arrived  lad  Sunday 
from  the  Count  de  Puebla,  that  notwithdanding  the  feigned 
difpofitions  of  the  King  of  Prufiia,  his  troops  dill  continued 
filing  off  towards  Silefia.  Befides,  it, is  very  eafily  underdood 
that  that  Prince,  by  the  local  pofition  of  his  army,  which  he 
can  affemble  in  as  many  weeks  as  it  would  require  months  to 
do  the  fame  here,  on  account  of  the  didance  of  the  places 
where  the  troops  are  quartered,  has  too  vifible  an  advantage 
over  this  court,  which  he  can  put  to  fuch  great  expences  by 
long  and  continual  marches,  that  they  would  at  lad  become 
intolerable  :  I  fay,  it  is  very  readily  underdood,  that  it  is  ne- 
ceffary  to  purfue,  without  interruption,  the  meafures  already 

O  3  begun. 
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A.  D.  the  King  would  be  fo  far  provoked,  as  to  take 
*757'  fome  ftep,  which  might  ferve  to  make  him  pafs 
for  the  aggrelfor. 

He 

begun,  in  order  to  put  themfelves  in  the  prefent  circumftances, 
upon  equal  terms,  and  in  a  good  condition;  that  the  King  of 
Pruffia  may  be  thereby  obliged,  to  keep  up  his  armaments ; 
and  the  augmentations  made  and  to  be  made,  will  exceed  his 
faculties,  and  wafle  him  gradually  ;  “or  elfe,  in  order  to 
“  prevent  this  inconvenience,  to  take  a  precipitate  refolution  ; 
“  which,  I  think,  is  the  very  thing  expedted  from  him.” 

The  return  of  M.  Klingraffe’s  courier,  which  the  faid 
Prince,  no  doubt,  waits  for  with  the  utmoft  impatience,  will 
give  us  more  light  into  his  difpofitions.  There  is  reafon  to 
believe,  that  if  he  thinks  himfelf  menaced,  he  will  no  longer 
delay  coming  to  adtion,  and  preventing  thofe,  whom  he  dreads, 
in  order  to  take  advantage  of  the  fituation,  in  which  this  court 
will  be  ’till  the  end  of  the  month  of  Auguft,  which  is  the 
term  when  all  the  troops  are  to  be  affembled.  Eutonthe 
other  hand,  if  he  remains  quiet,  he  may  be  perfuaded  that  he 
will  not  be  molefted  or  attacked,  “  at  leaft  not  this  year.” 
However,  from  all  the  obfervations  I  make,  I  cannot  but 
imagine,  that  this  court  muff  be  very  fure  of  the  friendlhip 
and  attachment  of  Ruffia.  And  this  feems  to  me  to  be  far¬ 
ther  confirmed  by  a  letter  of  the  6  D.  c.  from  M.  Swart  the 
Dutch  minifter  at  Peterfhurg,  to  M.  de  Burmannia,  wherein 
he  writes  among  other  things,  that  the  French  emiffary,  the 
Chevalier  Douglas,  gained  ground  every  day. 

As  this  Cannot  fail  of  producing  an  alteration  in  the  old 
fyflem  of  Ruffia,  it  does  not  appear  furprifing  that  the  high 
chancellor  Count  Beftucheff,  agreeably  to  what  your  excel¬ 
lency  did  me  the  honour  to  write  to  me  in  yourlaft  difpatch, 
has  refolved  to  retire  into  the  country,  under  the  pretext  of 
recovering  his  health,  and  to  withdraw  a-while  from  public 
bufinefs ;  as  he  may  be  willing  to  wait  what  turn  affairs  may 
take,  and  perhaps  forefees  that  the  hour  is  at  hand,  fince  the 
whole  feems  to  depend  on  the  King  of  Pruffia’s  refolution  ;  it 

being 
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He  then  relates  the  meafures,  he  had  taken  to 


prevent  a  war  with  the  Emprefs  Queen,  as  already 

fee 

being  certain  that  if  he  remains  quiet,  that  the  court  of  Vi¬ 
enna  will  not  begin  to  aft  neither,  ‘  at  lead  this  year  .  but 
“  Ihe  will  endeavour,  during  that  interval,  to  finifh  her  pre- 
“  parations,  that  Ihe  may  the  next  year  be  in  a  fituation  to 
“  take  a  courfe  fuitable  to  the  circumftances  and  events, 

“  which  time  may  produce. 

“  This  confirms  me  more  in  the  opinion,  which  I  ventured 
“  to  take  the  liberty  to  communicate  to  your  excellency  in 
«  former  letters,  that  oar  court  has  no  furer  means  to 
u  proflt  by  the  prefent  conjunftures,  which,  perhaps,  never 
«  were  f0  favourable  during  the  reign  of  our  auguft  mailer, 
“  than  by  putting  itfelf  in  a  good  pollure,  to  the  end  that  its 
“  concurrence  may  be  courted.  A  friend  of  mine,  who  pre- 
“  tends  to  have  his  information  from  one  of  the  clerks  of  the 
“  treafury,  affures  me,  that  this  court  has  remitted  a  million 
“  of  florins  to  Ruflia.” 

Count  de  Kaunitz  has  told  me,  that  the  advices,  which  your 
excellency  had  conveyed  to  him,  of  reports  fpread  by  the  King 
of  Pruflia,  concerning  alliances  to  be  made  between  him  and 
us,  as  alfo  with  Ruflia ;  and,  moreover,  that  this  court  was 
taking  upon  her  to  mediate  between  France  and  England  ;  has 
already  been  fent  to  him  by  other  hands,  and  confequently 
deferved  the  more  attention,  as  well  as  to  be  contradicted  ; 
which  the  Emprefs  Queen’s  minifters  at  the  courts  of  Europe 
would  accordingly  be  ordered  to  do.  This  chancellor  of  Hate 
further  told  me,  there  was  advice,  that  the  King  of  Pruflia 
had  had  an  intention  to  furprize  the  city  of  Stralfund  in  Swe¬ 
dish  Pomerania;  and  that  if  this  proved  true,  it  was  likely  to 
be  in  confequence  of  the  plot  lately  difeovered  at  Stock¬ 
holm. 

If  your  excellency  has  an  opportunity  to  make  infinuat'ons 
with  fafety  at  the  court  of  London,  you  might  perhaps  do  it 
fome  fervice  by  apprizing  it  of  the  danger,  into  which  it  has 
-been  led  by  thofe,  who  now  have  the  greateft  influence  there. 
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A.  D.  fet  forth  r ;  and  the  conftant  refufal  of  givino-  him 

17^7*  r  •  r  O  O 

a  fatisfadory  anfwer,  in  regard  to  his  own  fafety  : 
a  conduit,  adds  the  memorialift,  that  gave  the 
higheft  degree  of  evidence  to  the  dangerous  de¬ 
sign's  of  the  court  of  Vienna,  and  forced  his  Ma- 
jefty,  who  could  no  longer  entertain  the  leaft  doubt 
about  it,  to  take  the  only  way,  he  had  left  him, 
to  avert  the  dangers,  he  was  threatened  with,  by 
preventing  an  irreconcileable  enemy,  who  had 
fworn  his  ruin. 

It  will  be  a  hard  talk  for  that  court  to  get  out  of  the  dif- 
trefs,  which  Ihe  has  plunged  herfelf  into,  and  if  Ihe  does  not 
detach  herfelf  from  the  King  of  Pruffta,  by  making  her  peace 
with  France  on  the  bell  conditions  that  can  be  had,  the  latter 
will  go  on  from  fuccefs  to  fuccefs,  and  from  one  projeft  to 
another,  which,  in  the  long  run,  may  prove  fatal  to  the  houfe 
of  Hanover. 

I  beg  it  as  a  favour  of  your  excellency,  that  you  would  not 
defcend  to  particulars  with  M.  de  Broglie  about  any  thing  I 
have  the  honour  to  write  to  your  excellency,  becaufe  that 
ambaffador  holds  a  correfpondence  with  M.  d’  Aubeterre,  who 
has  told  me  with  fome  furprize,  that  the  Count  de  Broglie  was 
fully  perfuaded,  that  mifchief  was  intended  againft  the  King 
of  Pruffia,  and  even  accufed  him  of  dillrull  and  too  much  re- 
ferve  concerning  the  dcligns  of  the  court  of  Vienna. 

The  Marquis  d'Aubeterre  having  long  folicited  permiflion 
to  abfent  himfelf  from  his  poll  for  a  few  months,  in  order  to 
attend  his  family  affairs,  which  require  his  prefence  at  Paris, 
has  at  lad  obtained  his  requeft. 

General  Karoli,  and  not  General  Nadadi,  as  was  thought, 
has  jud  been  declared  Bann  of  Croatia. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Ac. 

C.  Flemming.: 

r  °n  P^e  5  $  to  62,  Vol.II, 
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He  then  appeals  to  the  impartial  world  to  de-  A.  D. 
termine,  which  of  the  two  ought  to  be  deemed  I/57* 
the  aggreffor  •,  he  who  is  preparing  every  means 
to  crufh  his  neighbour ;  or,  he  who,  feeing  the 
arm  railed  over  his  head,  aiming  the  moft  dan¬ 
gerous  blows,  endeavours  to  ward  them  off,  by 
ftriking  home  upon  the  perfon  of  his  enemy. 

Then  he  obferves,  That  the  King’s  conduct  to¬ 
wards  the  court  of  Saxony  is  grounded  upon  the 
fame  principle  of  indifpenfible  necefiity  of  provid¬ 
ing  for  his  own  fecurity  againfl  the  moft  dangerous 
defigns.  For,  fays  he,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
troubles,  which  have  juft  broke  out,  Count  Bruhl 
had  a&ed  the  part,  he  had,  long  fince,  agreed  to 
with  the  allies  of  his  court,  by  borrowing  the 
mafic  of  neutrality  •,  but,  in  the  mean  time,  and 
till  he  fhould  be  at  liberty  to  pull  it  off,  he  was 
not  the  lefs  forward  in  entering  perfonally  into  the 
late  concert  formed  againft  his  Majefty  :  and  that 
no  ftronger  proof  of  this  can  be  given,  than  by 
repeating  here,  what  has  been  related  above,  that 
his  minifters  did  not  fcruple  to  make  himfelf  ac- 
celfary  in  propagating  the  calumny,  that  the  King 
wanted  to  ftir  up  a  rebellion  in  Ukraine. 

That  Count  Bruhl  loft  no  time  in  fettling  his 
fyftem  of  neutrality,  agreeably  to  fuch  principles, 
appears  from  his  letter  to  Count  b lemming,  on 
the  ift  of  July,  and  confequently  two  months  be¬ 
fore  the  King’s  army  began  to  march  *,  “  T.  hat  he 
“  fhould  propofe  to  the  court  of  Vienna,  to  take 
“  meafures  againft  the  paflage  of  the  Pruftian 
army  through  Saxony,  by  affembling  an  army 
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“  in  the  circles  of  Bohemia,  which  border  upon 
“  that  Electorate ;  and  to  order  Marjhal  Brown  to 
‘‘  concert  fecretly  with  Marjhal  Count  Rutowjki 
and  from  Count  Flemming’s  anfwer,  on  the  7th 
of  July,  “  That  Count  Kaunitz  had  allured  him, 
“  that  the  generals  would  be  forthwith  named ; 
“  and  that  one  would  likewife  be  appointed,  to 
“  concert  with  Count  Rutowlki  :  that  the  court 
“  of  Saxony  fhould  not  fhew  any  trouble  or  un- 
“  eafinefs  •,  but  rather  keep  a  good  countenance, 
“  by  preparing  privately  againjl  every  event”  Where 
one  may  judge  of  this  concert,  by  the  counfel, 
which  Count  Flemming  gives  Count  Bruhl,  in  his 
difpatches  of  the  14th  of  July,  “  to  grant  the 
“  paffage  to  the  Pruflian  troops  j  and,  afterwards, 
“  to  take  fuch  meafures  as  fhould  be  moft  pro- 
“  per.” 

He  further  fets  forth,  That  by  a  letter  from 
Count  Flemming  of  the  1 8th  of  Auguft,  the 
Emprefs  Queen  explained  herfelf  to  that  minifter 
in  the  following  terms :  “  That  fhe  required  no- 
“  thing,  for  the  prefent,  from  the  King  of  Po- 
“  land,  as  fhe  was  very  fenfible  of  his  ticklifh 
14  fituation  ; — that,  however,  fhe  hoped  he  would, 
“  in  the  mean  while,  put  himfelf  in  a  good 
“  poflure,  in  order  to  be  prepared  at  all  events ; 
“  and  that,  in  cafe  any  breach  fhould  happen  be- 
“  tween  her  Majefty  and  the  King  of  Pruffia,  fhe 
“  would,  in  time,  not  be  averfe  to  concur  in  the 
“  neceffary  meafures  for  their  mutual  fecurity.” 

Then  fumming  up  the  faffs,  the  memorialift 
lays,  That  from  a  curfbry  review  of  all  the  fads. 
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which  have  been  alledged  above,  it  will  be  eafy  ^D. 
to  form  a  juft  notion  of  the  conduct  of  the  couit 
of  Saxony  towards  the  King  •,  and  to  judge  of 
the  juftice  of  his  Majefty’s  adtual  condudt  towards 
that  court.  For  it  does  appear,  that  the  court  of 
Drefden  has  had  a  (hare  in  all  the  dangerous  de- 
figns,  which  have  been  formed  againft  the  King : 

•—that  their  minifters  have  been  the  authors,  and 
chief  promoters  of  them  : — And  though  they  have 
not  formally  acceded  to  the  treaty  of  Peterfbourg, 
that  they  have,  however,  agreed  with  their  allies 
to  fufpend  their  concurrence  therein,  till  fuch  time 
only,  as  the  King’s  forces  ftiould  be  weakened 
and  divided,  and  they  might  pull  off  the  mafk 
without  danger. 

That  the  King  of  Poland  had  adopted,  as  a 
principle,  That  any  war  between  the  King  and 
one  of  his  Polifli  Majefty’s  allies,  furnifhed  him 
with  a  title  to  make  conquefts  upon  his  Majefty  ; 

_ And  that  it  is  in  confequence  of  this  principle, 

that  he  thought  he  could,  in  time  of  peace,  make 
a  partition  of  the  dominions  of  his  neighbour. 

That  the  Saxon  minifters  had  founded  the  alarm 
againft  the  King,  all  over  Europe*,  and  fpared 
neither  calumnies,  nor  falfhoods,  nor  finifter  infi- 
nuations,  in  order  to  increafe  the  number  of  his 
enemies. 

And  particularly  that  Count  Bruhl  had  eagerly 
entered  into  the  late  plot  of  the  court  of  Vienna, 
by  the  injurious  report  he  undertook  to  propagate  ; 

, _ And  that  it  has  been  made  appear,  that  there 

was 
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was  a  fecret  concert  exifting  between  the  courts  of 
Vienna  and  Saxony,  in  confequence  of  which,  the 
latter  did  intend  to  let  the  King’s  army  pafs,  in 
order  to  a<5t,  afterwards,  according  to  events, 
either  in  joining  his  enemies,  or  in  making  a  di- 
verfion  in  his  dominions,  unprovided  with  troops. 

Then  the  memorial  concludes  with  this  declara¬ 
tion,  Such  is  the  fituation,  the  King  was  in,  with 
the  court  of  Saxony,  when  he  refolved  to  march 
into  Bohemia,  in  order  to  avert  the  danger,  which 
was  prepared  for  him.  His  Majefty  could  not 
theieiore  abandon  himlelf  to  the  dilcretion  of  a 
court,  whofe  ill-will  he  was  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  ; — But  found  himfelf  forced  to  take  fuch 
meafures,  as  prudence  and  the  fecurity  of  his  own 
dominions  required  ;  and  which  the  condu6l  of 
the  court  of  Saxony  towards  him,  has  authorized 
him  to  purfue.” 

The  Emprefs  Queen  made  an  appearance  to 
anfwer  the  charge  brought  again  ft  her  and  her 
allies,  in  thefe  motives ;  in  which  he  chiefly  infilled 
upon  the  right  of  felf-prefervation,  and  the  proofs 
of  a  confederacy  by  powers,  with  whom  he  was 
in  a  ft  ate  of  peace,  to  attack  him  unprovided  and 
detencelefs,  m  order  to  rob  him  of  his  dominions, 
to  which  he  had  a  juft  right  by  inheritance  and 
treaty,  and  to  divide  them  amongft  themfelves. 
But  fiie,  in  her  anfwer,  evaded  thole  two  prin¬ 
cipal  points ;  and,  in  general,  only  denied,  or  en¬ 
deavoured  to  give  a  favourable  turn  to,  thofe  docu¬ 
ments  and  original  papers,  the  King  of  Pruffia  had 
jpubl  idled,  in  juftification  of  the  violent  meafures, 

he 
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he  was  obliged,  through  neceffity,  as  he  faid,  to  A.  D. 

&  1757. 

purfue. 

To  invalidate  thefe  motives.  It  is  afked  in  the 
anfwer  of  the  court  of  Vienna,  “  Do  thefe  pieces 
of  correfpondence  fo  taken,  and  then  publifhed 
in  the  Pruflian  memorial,  ablually  and  really 
exifl:  ?  And  if  they  do  ;  are  their  contents  truly 
the  fame,  as  related  ?  And  fuppofe  them  to  be 
orimnals,  Are  they  not  falfe  and  fuppofititious  ? 

“  For,  fays  the  anfwer,  thefe  pretended  originals 
are  communicated  only  by  way  of  extrabts,  not 
duly  connected  ;  fome  paffages  being  purpofely 
left  out,  or  at  leaft  difguifed.” 

It  juftifies  the  treaty  of  the  18th  of  May  1745* 
upon  a  notion  of  right,  which  a  potentate  has  to 
renew  different  former  conventions,  according  to 
the  difference  of  times  •,  and  upon  a  fuppofition 
that  fuch  meafures,  propofed  to  be  taken  in  a  fu¬ 
ture  time  of  war,  are  not  to  bind  or  take  effebt, 
until,  according  to  all  laws,  human  and  divine, 
the  parties  are  no  more  bound  to  peace ;  and  the 
full  right  of  fuch  treaties  fhould  not  before  be  en¬ 
tered  upon,  or  avail.  So  that  here  the  fabl  is 
confeffed,  though  the  intention  is  denied-  for  car¬ 
rying  the  fabt  into  execution. 

“  But,  fays  the  anfwer  again,  the  cafe  of  her 
Majefty  the  Emprefs  Queen  was  very  different 
from  that  of  the  King  of  Pruffia :  the  continual 
danger  of  an  attack,  fhe  was  in,  fince  the  peace 
of  Drefden,  was  a  real  concern.  The  experience 
of  repeated  infractions  of  the  peace,  committed 
by  Pruffia,  and  followed  within  a  few  years,  one 
by  another,  left  no  room  to  the  court  of  Vienna 

to 


222 


The  GENERAL  HISTORY  of 


a.  D. 

*757- 


to  expeCl  another  fate  :  becaufe  the  King  of  Pruf- 
fia  was  continually  arming  himfelf,  and  augment¬ 
ing  his  forces ;  though  the  peace  was  but  lately 
concluded,  and  no  probability  of  any  danger  •,  the 
houfe  of  Auilria  being  engaged  in  another  war; 
Ruffia  at  a  great  diftance,  and  Saxony  too  weak 
for  any  enterprize  :  but  Pruffia  was  fo  ferious  in 
its  preparations,  as  made  it  hard  to  diftinguifh  a 
time  of  peace,  and  a  time  of  aCtual  war,  from  each 
other. 

It  further  bids  the  reader  add,  the  notorious 
turbulent  temper  of  the  King  of  Pruffia,  his  con¬ 
tinual  intrigues  with  foreign  courts ;  his  contra¬ 
ventions  ;  his  raifmg  difputes  amongft  his  neigh¬ 
bours  ;  and  then  infers,  That  nothing  could  be 
expected,  but  that  he  would  play  his  game  again, 
the  firfl  opportunity,  and  unexpectedly  interrupt 
the  mod  folemn  treaties  of  peace;  and  that  he 
had  only  made  peace,  in  order  to  prepare  for  an¬ 
other  war  with  renewed  flrength. 

“  As  a  further  juftification,  it  is  faid.  That 
the  imperial  court  of  Ruffia  has  no  lefs  interefl  in 
the  fupport  of  the  houfe  of  Aufcria,  than  this 
houfe  in  the  undifturbed  tranquility  of  the  Ruffian 
Monarchy,  and  both  courts  in  the-  defence  of  the 
republic  of  Poland,  again  ft  the  aggrandizing  views 
of  Pruffia,  and  its  intermeddling  with  the  domeftic 
affairs  of  this  kingdom  :  and  therefore,  that  no 
better  method  could  be  taken  to  provide  for  the 
common  welfare  and  future  fafety,  than  the  union 
of  the  two  courts,  which  was  effected  by  the  treaty 
of  1746,  obliging  each  other  to  unite  their  flrength 

for 
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for  fetting  proper  bounds  to  the  over-grown  power  t  ] 
of  Pruffia  j  if  this  King,  not  fatisfied  with  the 
confiderable  acquifitions  he  had  made,  fhould 
again  proceed  to  commence  hoftilities  againft  either 
of  the  contracting  parties  or  their  ally,  the  re¬ 
public  of  Poland.  So  that  the  Emprefs  Queen 
infifts,  that  this  fourth  fecret  article,  on  which 
the  King  of  Pruffia  fixes  the  firft  caufe  of  his  vio¬ 
lent  meafures,  was  not  offenfive,  but  merely  a 
defenfive  treaty  of  friendfhip,  until  it  fhould  hap¬ 
pen  that  the  King  of  Pruffia  himfelf,  by  attack¬ 
ing  firft  Auftria,  Ruffia,  or  the  republic  of  Po¬ 
land,  fhould  oblige  them  to  unite  againft  him. 

As  to  the  proceedings  againft  Saxony  in  parti¬ 
cular  :  it  is  granted,  fays  the  anfwer,  that  the 
court  of  Berlin  could  not  poffibly  expeCt  any  other 
refolutions  from  that  court,  confidering  the  un- 
neighbourly  manner,  and  oppreffions,  both  in  re¬ 
gard  to  commerce  and  other  provincial  affairs, 
which  Saxony  has  fuffered  from  Pruffia  fince  the 
late  peace  :  neither  could  it  be  wondered,  when 
fuch  a  conduct  has  grieved  the  Saxon  minifters  to 
their  heart,  and  made  them  to  fpeak  more  freely 
to  others  about  it :  but  that  it  was  in  no  wife 
juftifiable  to  make  the  court  refponfible  for  thofe 
correfpondencies,  and  to  treat  the  country  with  a. 
cruelty,  that  may  be  felt  for  a  whole  century. 

It  further  fays,  in  regard  to  the  motives  drawn 
from  the  fentiments  of  the  King  of  Poland’s  privy 
council,  that  thefe,  and  the  other  allegations,  im¬ 
port  no  more  than  that  the  Electoral  court  of 
Saxony  had  refolved  to  direCt  its  meafures  accord- 
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ing  to  future  events,  waiting  firft  a  Pruffian  at¬ 
tack,  and  a  fubfequent  diverfion  to  be  made  by 
its  allies. 

As  to  the  proofs  drawn  from  the  correfpondence 
between  the  minifters ;  it  is  alledged,  that  they 
were  only  minifterial  fentiments,  which  can  de¬ 
termine  nothing,  nor  be  admitted  by  way  of  evi¬ 
dence,  concerning  the  intentions  of  their  princi¬ 
pals,  in  oppofition  to  the  plaineft  declarations 
given  by  the  court  itfelf,  where  the  minifter  re- 
fides.  And  as  to  the  final  anfwer  demanded  by 
the  King  of  Pruffia  from  the  Emprefs  Queen  ;  the 
court  of  Vienna,  fays  the  anfwer,  did  not  think 
proper  to  make  a  new  declaration,  in  compliance 
with  the  Pruffian  didates,  after  a  fufficient  anfwer 
was  given  already  to  the  firft  demand.  Becaufe, 
the  truce,  propofed  for  two  years ,  fuppofed  an 
adual  war,  and  real  offenfive  circumftances  or  of- 
fenfive  meafures,  agreed  upon  by  the  two  Em- 
prefles;  which  the  court  of  Vienna  could  not  againft 
truth,  and  the  afiurances  already  given,  allow  to 
be  the  cafe  ;  and  becaufe  the  obligation,  by  the 
peace  of  Drefden,  would,  in  confequence  of  fuch  a 
declaration,  have  been  void. — But  that  this  court 
acknowledges,  that  it  has  always  entertained  a 
diftruft  of  the  King  of  Pruffia,  and  had  been  ever 
attentive  to  the  continual  armaments  and  unwar¬ 
rantable  violences  committed  on  all  fides  :  neither 
was  it  now  frightened  by  a  Pruffian  aggreffion, 
or  deterred  from  its  defenfive  meafures,  by  any 
threats  and  artifices :  but  that  it  had  taken, 
fince  the  late  breach,  the  moft  effectual  meafures, 
2  in 
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ili  order  to  make  the  author  of  the  prefent  trou-  A-  D* 
bles  repent  of  his  open  injuftice,  violence  and  rafh  *75/* 
perfidy.” 

Such  were  the  evafions  ;  fuch  the  lovedives  How  it 

and  threats  of  the  court  of  Vienna,  which  were  on^he* 

far  from  difproving  the  truth  of  the  Pruffian  Mo-  5'n£of 

Piuma. 

narch  s  fufpicion  ;  or  his  right  to  thofe  violent 
fteps  he  had  taken  for  his  own  fecurity ;  and  ferved 
only  to  confirm  him  in  his  opinion  of  the  confpi- 
racy  againft  him,  and  whetted  his  refolutions  and 
activity  in  his  future  operations. 

The  King  of  Prufiia  thus  circumftanced  ;  his  The  Pr«. 
condud  mifreprefented  in  every  court  of  Europe  ;  [heKingof 
his  eledorate  put  under  the  ban  of  the  Empire  j Pruffia* 
his  fubjeds  abfolved  by  the  Imperial  decree  from 
their  allegiance  •,  threatened  with  an  angry  decla¬ 
ration  from  Ruffia,  and  from  France,  who  had 
marched  formidable  armies  to  attack  him,  in  con- 
jundion  with  Auftria-,  befides  the  diverfion  he 
expeded  from  the  Swedes  and  the  Duke  of 
Mecklenburg  ;  maintained  his  winter  quarters  in 
Saxony,  for  that  part  of  the  army  commanded  by 
Marefchal  Keith  •,  which  lined  the  lhore  of  the 
Elbe  between  Pirnaand  the  frontier  ;  and  covered 
Silefia  from  furprize  with  the  army  under  M. 
Schewrin,  who  took  up  his  quarters  in  the  county 
of  Glatz,  till  the  time  came  for  adion. 

During  this  recefs  a  regiment  of  Saxon  troops  Saxon 
which  had  entered  into  his  fervice,  after  their  fur-  ]jj°t°ps 
render  at  Pirna,  and  fent  by  him  tQ  garrifon  Ber¬ 
lin,  deferted  and  retired  into  Poland,  being  joined 
by  fome  more  in  their  march.  However,  this 

Vol.  II.  P  did 
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A.  D.  did  not  weaken  his  army.  For,  he  broke  all  the 
'  ‘  reft  of  the  Saxon  regiments,  incorporated  the  men 

amongft  his  own  troops,  and  obliged  the  Saxon 
magiftrates  to  fupply  him  fpeedily  with  four  thou- 
fand  freffi  recruits. 

Meifures  As  foon  as  the  feafon  would  admit,  his  Majefty, 
£cP“J“h  informed  of  the  march  of  130,000  Ruffians, 
of  the  Ruf-  which  had  been  advancing  ever  fince  the  month 
of  November  towards  Ducal  Pruffia,  with  provi- 
fions  only  to  fupply  their  neceffities,  till  they  could 
reach  Lithuania,  reinforced  Memel  with  three  re¬ 
giments  of  troops  and  a  great  number  of  ma- 
trofies ;  he  alfo  ordered  30,000  men,  under  Ge¬ 
neral  Lehwald,  to  meet  the  enemy  under  M. 
Apraxin  ;  and  bought  up  all  the  corn  and  forage 
of  the  country  where  the  Ruffians  were  to  enter, 
and  they  depended  upon  a  plentiful  fupply. 
Which  precautions  had  their  defired  effedt. 

Saxony  In  Saxony  one  regiment  only  was  allotted  for 
“  the  garrifon  of  Drefden,  but  the  towns-people 
were  difarmed.  A  detachment  was  pofted  at  Ko- 
nigftein,  to  oblige  that  fortrefs  to  obferve  an  ex- 
adt  neutrality.  The  French  minifter  was  ordered 
to  withdraw  and  feveral  gentlemen  and  ladies 
about  the  court  were  laid  under  reftraint5.  And 

all 

4  ^ 

*  On  the  10th  of  April  Major-general  Bornftadt  fent  for 
the  burgo-mafters  and  fyndic  of  the  city  of  Drefden,  and  read 
to  them  the  following  order  of  his  Prullian  Majefty.  “  You 
Jhall  give  notice  throughout  the  city,  that  having  thought  fit 
to  cut  off  all  communication  with  this  court ;  from  henceforth 
nobody  (hall  be  admitted  to  the  palace,  except  the  domeftics, 
whofe  fervice  is  required  there.  All  accefs  thereunto  is  inter¬ 
dicted 
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all  poffible  care  was  taken  by  the  Pruffians  to  fe-  ^  D. 
cure  a  retreat  in  cafe  of  neceffity.  For  which 
purpofe  his  Majefty  ordered  two  bridges  to  be 
thrown  over  the  Elbe  early  in  the  year,  anid  he 
obliged  the  Saxons  to  fupply  waggons  with  four 
horfes  for  that  fervice. 

Having  provided  for  the  fecurity  of  his  pofief-  -Prepara¬ 
tion  of  Saxony,  and  iettled  all  in  profound  quiet,  opening 
his  Prufiian  Majefty  went  in  perfon  to  viflt  all  his  *hJ 
pofts  in  Silefia,  and  at  Neifs  he  fettled  the  ope¬ 
rations  for  the  enfuing  campaign,  with  Mare- 
fchal  Schwrin :  whofe  army,  confiding  of 
50,000  men  in  Silefia,  he  commanded  to  re¬ 
gulate  its  motions  with  the  royal  army,  fo  as  to 
a£t  in  concert,  as  circumftanCes  might  require. 

He  placed  armies  in  Lufatia  and  Voigtland  ;  he 
ordered  20,000  men,  under  Prince  Maurice  of 
Anhalt  Defiau,  to  affemble  at  Zwickaw,  on  the 
frontiers  of  Bohemia,  towards  Egra ;  and  de¬ 
tached  60,000  men  towards  Great  Zeidlitz,  where 
their  head  quarters  were  fettled. 

The  Auftrians,  convinced  by  the  experiment  By  the 

,  ,  .  Aultnans* 

already  made  in  the  autumn,  that  their  army  was 

not  ftrong  enough  to  force  the  Pruffians,  had  not 

only  demanded  the  aid  of  their  allies,  but  greatly 

augmented  their  own  forces,  and  employed  the 

winter  in  fuch  preparations  as  the  nature  of  the 

war  required :  keeping  a  conftant  attention  upon 


. 


difted  to  others :  fo  that  whofoever  fiiall  prefume  to  aft  con¬ 
trary  to  this  order  (hall  be  taken  up,  and  lodged  in  fome  for- 
trefs,  without  regard  to  quality  or  condition.” 

P  2  the 
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A.  D.  the  motions  and  meafures  of  the  Pruffians.  So 
I757‘  that  while  the  Pruffian  troops  were  making  their 
neceffary  difpofitions  on  the  frontiers  of  Bohemia, 
SkirmiUi-  there  happened  feveral  fkirmifhes  between  them 
es‘  and  the  Auftrians  •,  with  various  fuccefs.  On  the 
20th  of  February,  about  four  in  the  morning,  the 
Auftrians,  in  number  6000,  furrounded  Hirfch- 
field,  a  little  town  in  Upper  Lufatia,  garrifoned 
only  by  one  battalion  of  Pruffian  foot.  The  at¬ 
tack  was  made  on  two  redoubts  without  the  gates, 
defended  by  two  field  pieces  each.  The  Auftrians, 
after  being  feveral  times  repulfed,  with  confider- 
able  lofs,  made  themfelves  mafters  of  one  re- 
<foubt,  and  carried  off  its  two  cannon.  But  the 
Pruffians,  Tallying  out  and  har  raffing  their  rear, 
killed  fome,  and  took  many  prifoners. 

Prince  of  This  was  improved  by  the  Prince  of  Bevern  ; 
pro^refi  w^°  *n  ^  beginning  of  March  departed  from 
Zittau  with  9000  men,  to  beat  up  and  dqftroy 
the  dens  or  forts  erected  by  the  Auftrians  on  their 
frontiers.  In  which  expedition  he  leized  upon 
t,he  Auftrian  magazine  at  Friedland  in  Bohemia, 
and  carried  off  9000  facks  of  meal,  and  a  great 
quantity  of  ammunition  j  the  van  of  his  troops, 
confifting  only  of  150  huffars  of  Putkammer’s 
regiment,  having  attacked,  fword  in  hand,  a 
body  of  600  Croats,  fuftained  by  300  Auftrian 
dragoons  of  Bathiani,  at  their  firft  entering  Bo¬ 
hemia  •,  killed  50,  took  10  dragoons  prifoners, 
and  30  horfes,  without  any  lofs  or  hurt,  except  two 
men  flightly  wounded.  From  Friedland  the 
Prince  of  Bevern  marched  againft  Reichenberg  •, 
2  which 
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which  alfo  furrendered  to  his  arms.  From  thence  A-  D- 
he  returned  victorious  to  Zittau. 

The  time  of  aCtion  feemed  to  drive  on  a  pace,  m.  Brown 
M.  Brown  vifited  the  fortifications  of  Brian  and  the 
Konigfgratz  •,  reviewed  the  army  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  General  Serbelloni,  which  had  been 
commanded  by  Prince  Piccolomini  i  and  immedi¬ 
ately  upon  hearing  that  the  Pruffians  were  in 
motion,  he  marched  with  the  grand  army,  with 
an  intention  to  fix  his  head  quarters  at  Koftlitz  on 
the  Elbe. 

The  activity  of  the  Pruffian  hero,  having  no-  The  afti- 
thing  to  fear  from  the  Ruffians,  who  could  not  King  0f  * 
march  forward  for  want  of  provifions  and  forage,  Pruiria* 
would  not  permit  the  Auftrian  General  to  enter 
Saxony.  It  is  always  the  belt  policy  to  carry  war 
into  the  enemy’s  country,  and  to  keep  it  as  far  as 
poffible  from  home.  Therefore,  thofe  four  armies.  His  four 
which  he  feemed  to  have  placed  upon  the  defen- 
five  in  Silefia,  Lufatia,  Mifnia  and  Saxony,  had 
orders  fuddenly  to  penetrate  by  four  different  and 
oppofite  routs  into  Bohemia,  at  one  and  the  fame 
time,  and  as  near  as  poffible.  That  from  Saxony 
his  Majefty  commanded  in  perfOn,  affifled  by  M. 

Keith  :  Prince  Maurice  of  Anhalt  Deffau  was  at 
the  head  of  the  army  from  Mifnia  :  That  from 
Lufatia  was  conducted  by  Prince  Ferdinand  of 
Brunfwick  Bevern  :  and  M.  Schwerin  commanded 
the  troops  from  Silefia.  All  which  was  executed 
with  that  diligence  and  fecrecy,  that  thofe  four 
armies  entered  Bohemia  almolt  without  oppofition, 
for  the  Auftrians  never  fufpeCted  the  leaft  of  fuch 
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a  vifit  till  they  were  convinced  of  their  arrival  in 
Bohemia. 

M.  Schwerin  entered  4  Bohemia  in  five  columns 
and  by  five  different  roads ;  and  met  with  no  op- 
pofition  till  they  advanced  to  Guelder  Qelfe,  which 
defile  was  filled  with  Pandours  ;  but  they  were 
immediately  attacked  by  two  battalions  of  Pryffiao 
grenadiers  with  bayonets  fixt,  who  routed  them. 
Prince  Anhalt  Deffau  paffed  u  the  frontiers  of  Bo¬ 
hemia  without  any  refiftance.  Being  advanced 
with  the  corps  under  his  command  within  a  fhort 
diftance  of  Egra,  he  attacked  a  poll  guarded  by 
400  dragoons,  fijftained  by  Croats  and  Pandours ; 
which  he  entirely  defeated  with  great  lofs  to  the 
enemy  :  he  then  detached  4000  of  his  troops  to¬ 
wards  Holtenberg,  in  order  to  feize  on  the  impor¬ 
tant  pafs  of  Schirdinger.  On  the  20th  of  April 
the  Prince  of  Bevern  entered  Bohemia  alfo,  and 
got  poffefiion  of  Krottau  and  Graffenftein,  the 
jfirft  poft,  on  that  fide  of  the  kingdom,  without 
the  lofs  of  a  man :  hearing  that  the  enemy  had 
approached  to  Kratzen,  he  proceeded  and  drove 
them  away  from  thence  the  fame  day,  and  con¬ 
tinued  his  march  to  Machendorff  near  Reichen- 
berg,  and  not  far  from  a  camp  of  28,000  Auftri- 
ans,  under  the  command  of  Count  Konigfeg,. 
Putkammer’s  huffars,  who  formed  part  of  a  body, 
commanded  by  a  Colonel  and  Major,  fell  in  with 
a  party  of  fome  hundreds  of  cuiraffiers,  polled 
before  Colin,  or.  Kohleg,  under  the  command  of 

?  On  the  i Sth  of  April.  u  On  the  zift  of  April. 
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Prince  Litchtenflein ,  took  three  officers  and  up-  ^D. 
wards  of  60  horfe  prifoners,  and  difperfed  the 
reft.  Night  not  only  prevented  a  purfuit  •,  but 
obliged  the  Pruffian  army  to  remain  in  the  field 
till  morning.  At  break  of  day  they  marched  in 
two  columns,  by  Habendorf,  to  attack  the  enemy 
near  Reichenberg :  and  as  foon  as  they  were  form¬ 
ed  in  three  lines  of  about  30  fquadrons,  they  ad¬ 
vanced  towards  the  enemy’s  cavalry*,  the  two 
wings  being  fuftained  by  the  infantry,  pofted 
amongft  felled  trees,  and  behind  entrenchments. 

The  cavalry  having  a  village  on  their  right,  and 
a  wood,  where  they  were  entrenched  on  the  left, 
received  the  canonade  with  refolution.  But  fifteen 
fquadrons  of  the  dragoons  of  the  fecond  line  being 
ordered  by  the  Prince  of  Severn  to  advance,  and 
at  the  fame  time,  the  wood  on  the  right  being  at¬ 
tacked  by  the  battalions  of  grenadiers  of  Kahlden 
and  of  Moellendorf,  by  the  Prince  of  Pruffia’s 
reffiment  of  dragoons  *  who,  by  getting  clear 
over  all  the  heaps  of  timber,  and  the  entrench¬ 
ments,  fecured  their  flanks,  and  entirely  routed 
the  enemy’s  cavalry  ;  and  Colonel  Putkammer 
and  Major  Schenfield  with  their  huflars,  though 
flanked  by  the  enemy’s  artillery,  gave  the  Auflrian 
horfe  a  very  ■  warm  reception  ;  whilft  General 
Leftewitz  attacked  the  redoubts,  that  covered 
Reichenberg,  with  the  left  wing  of  the  Pruflians. 

An  aftion,  that  redounded  greatly  to  his  honour ; 
for,  though  there  were  many  defiles  in  the  way, 
and  the  enemy  was  in  pofleffion  of  the  eminences, 
the  regiment  of  Darmftandt  drove  all  before 
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them,  and  with  a  ferocity  fcarce  to  be  conceived, 
bid  defiance  to  powder  and  ball,  and  drove  the 
Auftrians  not  only  from  the  redoubts,  but  pur- 
fued  them  with  great  (laughter  from  hill  to  hill  w 
as  far  as  Rochlirz  and  Dorffell. 

This  action  began  at  fix  in  the  morning,  and 
laded  five  hours  ;  and  was  fupported  with  great 
obfiinacy  and  bravery  on  both  fides,  though  with 
great  difproportion  in  the  lofs.  For  the  Auftrians 
were  obliged  to  leave  behind  them  feveral  pieces 
of  cannon,  and  feveral  ammunition  waggons  in 
their  trenches,  to  the  diferetion  of  the  enemy  :  and 
they  had  upwards  of  a  thouland  men  killed  and 
wounded ;  amongft  whom  were  found  General 
Porporati  and  Count  Hobenfelds  killed,  and 
Prince  Lichtenftein  and  Count  Mansfeld  wound¬ 
ed  :  they  alio  loft  three  ftandards,  20  officers,  and 
400  private  men  made  prifoners.  Whereas  the 
Pruffians  had  only  (even  fubaltern  officers,  and  a 
ico  rank  and  file  killed  ;  and  General  Normann, 
one  colonel,  four  majors,  three  captains,  feven 
fubalterns,  and  150  rank  and  file  wounded. 

Such  a  blow  at  the  firft  of  the  campaign  was 
productive  of  feveral  advantages.  It  diffufed  vaft 
ideas,  in  every  place,  of  his  Pruffian  Majefty's 
abilities  and  valour ;  it  animated  his  victorious 
troops  to  face  every  danger ;  it  (truck  a  panic 
throughout  the  country  he  had  invaded  ;  it  fecured 
a  fafe  and  eafy  retreat  in  cafe  of  neceftity  ;  and  it 
facilitated  the  execution  of  the  whole  plan  of 

v  Above  3  mile. 
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operations,  which  had  been  fo  glorioufly  begun.  -A.  D. 
The  news  of  this  eclat  reached  England  at  the  '7^7’ 

Jjg  cfttCLS 

time  Mr.  Pitt  was  difmifled,  and  the  Englilh  ;n  EnS- 
bemoaned  the  mifmanagement  and  timidity  ofland* 
their  own  governors ;  it  made  them  more  eager 
and  clamorous  for  an  alliance,  with  a  power,  that 
was  every  day  exhibiting  proofs  of  forefight  and 
bravery. 

His  Prufiian  Majefty  did  not  omit  to  make  the  The  v;ao- 
beft  ufe  of  this  viflory.  He  himfelf  publifhed  edbybthe'" 
the  account  thereof  at  the  head  of  his  own  guards,  King  at 

the  head  ot 

in  a  file  that  would  have  done  honour  to  an  his  army. 
Alexander  or  a  Caefar,  “  See,  my  boys,  faid  he, 

*c  a  mod;  happy  beginning.  Heaven  efpoufes  our 
“  caufe.  The  Prince  of  Bevern  has  defeated  the 
“  Auftrians  at  Reichenberg.  This  promifes  us, 

“  that  with  God’s  afiiftance,  we  {hall  have  the 
“  like  fuccefs.”  Words  can’t  exprefs  the  joy  that 
diffufed  itfelf  in  every  countenance,  and  the  ac¬ 
clamations  which  refounded  from  the  whole  army 
with  huzzas,  and  “  A  long  life  to  their  incompa¬ 
rable  fovereign.” 

An  army  fpirited  up  in  this  manner  was  eager  Refolution 
to  be  led  on  to  the  moil  arduous  enterprizes.  The  attack  the* 
King  feizes  the  opportunity,  and  prepares  to  feek  mamarmy. 
the  main  body  of  the  enemy,  and  if  pofiible,  to 
draw  them  to  a  general  engagement  •,  though  they 
were  far  fuperior  to  him  in  numbers,  and  en¬ 
camped  in  a  fituation  fo  fortified  by  every  advan¬ 
tage  of  nature,  and  contrivance  of  art,  as  to  be 
deemed  almoft  impregnable.  With  this  refolution 
he  ordered  the  Prince  of  Bevern,  who  was  joined, 

foon 
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foon  after  the  battle,  by  the  army  under  M.  Schwe¬ 
rin,  to  march  with  all  expedition  to  meet  him, 
at  a  certain  place :  and  the  fame  orders  accelerated 
the  march  of  the  Prince  of  Anhalt  Deffau  with 
his  army.  In  their  rout,  the  Prince  of  Bevern 
made  himfelf  matter  of  the  greatett  part  of  the 
circle  of  Buntzlau,  and  difiodged  and  took  a  con- 
fiderable  magazine  from  the  Auttrians. 

Every  thing  fucceeded  to  favour  the  jun&ion 
’  of  the  Pruffian  forces.  There  ftill  remained  fome- 
thing  to  be  done  in  point  of  generalfhip,  to  weaken 
the  enemy’s  ftrength,  without  leaving  all  to  the 
rifle  of  the  fword.  His  Pruffian  Majefty,  ever  vi¬ 
gilant  and  penetrating,  with  a  fagacity,  that  fore- 
faw  every  thing,  was  readily  furnifhed  with  a  lira-, 
tagem  for  this  purpofe.  His  Majefty,  to  the  fur- 
prize  of  every  body,  after  the  Prince  of  Anhalt 
Deffiau  was  arrived  at  the  camp  of  his  diftination, 
near  that  of  his  lovereign’s  army,  decamped  and 
advanced  with  his  own  part  of  the  army  to  Budin, 
where  he  drove  the  Auftrians  from  their  advan¬ 
tageous  camp,  to  Weltram,  which  lies  half  way 
between  Budin  and  Prague. 

This  movement,  added  to  the  way  by  which  he 
entered  Bohemia,  which  was  at  a  confiderable 
diftance  from  any  of  the  corps  commanded  by  his 
generals,  fo  deceived  the  enemy,  into  an  imagi¬ 
nation  that  his  Pruffian  Majefty  had  undertaken 
fome  defign  diftindt  from  the  objedt  of  his  other 
armies ;  that  they  fell  into  the  fnare,  and  detach¬ 
ed  20,000  men  from  their  main  army  to  attend 
upon  his  particular  motions, 
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But  after  his  Majefty  had  patted  the  Egra,  and  D. 
was  there  joined  by  the  army  under  M.  Schwerin, 
in  fuch  a  fituation  that  they  could  a 61  jointly,  he 
made  fo  fudden  and  mafterly  a  movement  to  the 
left,  as  if  his  intention  was  againft  Egra,  that 
it  completed  his  real  defign  •,  which  cut  off  all 
communication  between  that  detachment  and  the 
main  army  of  the  Auftrians,  ftrongly  entrench¬ 
ed,  as  above-mentioned,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Moldau  to  the  north  of  Prague ;  their  left  wing 
being  guarded  by  the  mountains  of  Zifcka,  and 
the  right  extending  as  far  as  Herboholi,  undei 
the  command  of  Prince  Charles  of  Lorrain,  and 
JVIarfhal  Brown, 

Having  gained  this  advantage  to  weaken  the 
enemy’s  main  body  ;  it  made  the  Auftiians  more 
cautious,  and  though  they  had  been  reinforced  by 
an  army  from  Moravia ;  by  the  remains  of  the 
forces  defeated  by  the  Duke  of  Bevern,  and  by 
feveral  regiments  drawn  from  the  garrifon  of 
Prague,  it  was  refolved  not  to  march  in  queft  of 
the  Invaders,  and  to  prevent  their  uniting,  as  in 
found  policy  ought  to  have  been  done  but  to 
wait  their  united  force  in  a  ftrong  camp  to  cover  Auftrians 
the  metropolis  from  infult.  But  this  caution  in  approach, 
the  enemy  only  ftimulated  the  vivacity  of  the 
Prufiian  hero,  whofe  courage  was  always  fharp- 
ened  by  difficulties.  His  refolutions  were  not  taken 
upon  the  danger,  but  the  expediency  of  the  ac¬ 
tion.  He  could  not  hope  for  fuccefs,  in  his  fu-  R«fcn» 
ture  operations,  without  defeating  this  fortified  jng  tjie 
army.  Therefore  defpifmg  the  difficulties  he  had  Auftrian 

to 
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A.  D.  to  encounter  in  the  attack,  orders  were  given  for 
1/57'  30,000  men  to  pafs  the  Moldau,  which  was  done, 
with  himfelf  at  their  head,  on  the  6th  day  of  May, 
in  the  morning,  on  bridges  of  boats;  having  ]efc 
the  reft  of  the  army  under  the  command  of  the 
Prince  of  Anhalt  Deflau,  to  fecure  the  pafs  of  that 
river,  in  cafe  of  need.  Thbfe  30,000,  on  their 
arrival  a-crofs  the  Moldau,  were  immediately 
£™fllaa  joined  by  the  troops  under  M.  Schwerin  and  the 
joined.  Prince  of  Bevern,  according  to  the  good  difpofi- 
tion  made  by  his  Majefty  in  the  general  plan  of 
this  invafion:  and  it  was  refolved  to  attack  the 
enemy  with  thefe  united  forces,  on  the  fame  day. 
Advance-  PUI"ftiance  of  this  refolution  the  King  ordered 

Jack'  at'  hii  army  t0  fiIe  °ff  on  the  Ieft  by  Potfchernitz,  as 
the  moft  eligible  difpofition  for  executing  this 
grand  defign  by  flanking  the  enemy.  This  ob¬ 
liged  Count  Brown  to  wheel  about  to  the  right. 
The  battle  The  Pruffians  however  continued  their  march  to 
Prague.  Bichwitz ;  though  it  was  a  very  bad  way,  lb  full 
of  defiles  and  morafles,  that  the  infantry  and  ca¬ 
valry  were  forced  to  feparate.  But  all  thofe  ob- 
ftacles  could  not  check  the  ardour  of  the  Pruflian 
officers  and  men,  who  on  this  occafion,  vied  with 
each  other  in  palling  defiles,  in  croffing  marfhes, 
in  feizing  the  rifing  grounds,  and  in  clearing 
ditches. 

A  (mail  However,  their  ardour  had  in  the  beginning  of 
JK-J!  the  engagement  like  to  have  ruined  their  caufe. 
Too  eager  for  adfion,  the  infantry  began  the  attack 
fo  pi  ecipitately  as  to  give  the  Auftrians  iome  ad¬ 
vantage  which  obliged  them  to  fall  back  :  but 

this 
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this  check  ferved  only  to  whet  their  courage.  A  D. 
The  infantry  immediately  rallied,  and  advanced  I75'‘ 
with  an  impetuofity,  that  was  not  to  be  relifted,  t^rrdb- 
attacked  and  entirely  broke  the  enemy’s  right. lutlon- 
The  King  was  employed  in  taking  the  enemy  in 
flank.  But  the  whole  plan  of  operations  wa* 
almoft  difconcerted  by  a  marlhy  ground,  which 
unexpedledly  ftopt  the  advancing  of  M.  Schwe¬ 
rin’s  army  ;  without  whofe  help,  it  was  not  poffi- 
ble  to  defeat  the  enemy.  Therefore  the  Marlhal 
difmounted,  and  entering  the  morafs  with  the 
ftandard  of  the  regiment  in  his  hand,  fo  encou¬ 
raged  his  men,  with  crying  out,  “  Let  all  brave 
Pruffians  follow  me that  they,  infpired  with 
the  bravery  of  their  heroic  commander,  in  the 
8 2d  year  of  his  age,  and  all  their  officers,  who 
followed  this  example,  prefled  forward,  and  never 
abated  in  their  ardour,  till  the  enemy  was  totally 
routed,  though  their  general  was  unfortunately 
killed  by  the  firft  fire.  The  Auftrian  cavalry 
flood  no  more  than  three  charges,  and  then  re¬ 
tired  in  great  confufion  ;  the  centre  being  at  the 
fame  time  totally  routed.  The  Pruffian  left  wing 
filed  off  towards  Micheley,  and  being  there  joined 
by  the  horfe,  renewed  their  attack  upon  the  enemy 
retreating  haftily  towards  Safzawa ;  while  the 
right  wing  of  the  Pruffians  were  diverting  them- 
felves  with  attacking  the  fmall  remains  of  the  left 
wing  of  the  Auftrians,  and  making  themfelves 
mailers  of  three  batteries.  Prince  Henry  of  Prui- 
fia  and  the  Prince  of  Bevern  performed  wonders, 
making  themfelves  mailers  of  two  batteries :  and 

Prince 
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A-  D-  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfvvick  took  the  left  wing 
I7S7‘  of  the  Auftrians  in  flank,  while  the  King  lecured 
the  paflage  of  the  Moldau  with  his  left  and  a 
body  of  cavalry.  However  the  Auftrians  at  firft 
received  the  enemy  with  great  firmnefs  and  brave¬ 
ry  ;  and  did  not  give  way,  till  they,  after  a  long 
and  obftinate  engagement,  were  obliged  to  yield 
to  fuperior  abilities,  and  the  fate  of  war. 

Vifiory  After  many  fignal  examples  of  valour  on  both 
favour^f"  t^e  Auftrians  were  driven  from  the  field  of 
Pruffia.  battle ;  who  attributed  the  ill  fuccefs  of  the  day 
to  the  advantage,  which  the  Prufiians  had  of  the 
wind,  that  blew  the  powder  into  the  eyes  of  the 
Auftrians.  Be  that  as  it  v/ill :  the  King  of  Pruf¬ 
fia  obtained  a  complete  victory  •,  took  60  pieces 
of  cannon  x,  all  the  tents  and  baggage,  the  mi¬ 
litary  cheft,  and  the  whole  camp  ;  ten  ftandards 
and  upwards  of  4000  prifoners y,  amongft  whom 
were  thirty  officers  of  rank  ;  and  they  killed  and 
wounded  a  very  extraordinary  number ;  amongft 
whom  was  M.  Brown,  who  died  of  his  wounds  and 
chagrin  foon  after,  at  Prague. 

Auftrian  The  Auftrians  gave  out  that  the  Prufiians  had 
th^lX  °f  3°>000  men  killed  and  wounded  in  this  aftion. 
But  the  account  publifhed  by  the  King  of  Prufiia, 
admits  of  no  more  than  2500  killed,  amongft 
whom  was  M.  Schwerin,  the  Prince  of  Holftein 

x  Some  accounts  make  them  250  pieces  of  cannon,  which 
fcems  molt  probable  from  the  flrength  and  extent  of  the  camp, 
and  the  number  of  field  pieces  required  in  each  regiment,  in 
the  time  of  adtion. 

y  Some  accounts  make  them  10, coo. 

Beck, 
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Beck,  General  d’Amftel,  two  colonels  and  one  A.  D. 
lieutenant-colonel  :  and  about  3000  wounded,  17S7‘ 
including  fix  generals. 

The  fugitive  Auftrians  took  feveral  roads. 

0  ^  army  di£- 

About  12,000  of  their  horfe  fled  towards  Ben-  pcried. 
fchau,  where  they  afterwards  affembled  under  Ge¬ 
neral  Pretlach.  About  40,000  efcaped  their  pur- 
filers,  and  efcorted  Prince  Charles  of  Lorrain  and  into 

1  Pr'iQ'iip 

M.  Brown  into  Prague  :  but  fuffered  greatly  in 
their  retreat  from  a  detachment  under  M.  Keith, 
who  purfued  them  up  to  the  very  gates  of  that 
city. 

Two  objects  now  prefented  themfelves  for  his  jjfts°t0°be 
Prufllan  Majefty’s  attention.  To  avail  himfelf  confidered. 
of  the  prefent  confirmation  and  confufion  of  his 
enemy’s  troops  •,  and  to  guard  againfl  the  Imperial 
army  of  execution ;  the  only  force  that  could  be 
brought  againfl:  him  with  tiny  hopes  of  fuccefs  j 
and  which  was  preparing  to  march  for  the  relief 
of  Prague  and  the  Auftrians.  So  that,  while  he 
took  the  refolution  to  befiege  Prague  ;  his  Ma- 
iefty  commanded  Colonel  Meyer,  with  a  battalion  To  prevent 

^  *  another 

of  Pruflian  pandours  and  400  huflars,  to  cut  off  enemy  ad- 


all  fubflftence  for  any  army,  that  fliould  march  to  vancmS* 

the  fuccour  of  the  Auftrians :  which  fc-rvice  he 

* 

effectually  performed,  by  deftroying  all  their  ma¬ 
gazines,  efpecially  that  confiderable  and  valuable 
one  erected  at  Pilfen.  His  expedition  againfl  pr°nbueefiest 
Prague  was  fo  rapid,  that  he,  in  four  days,  fur- 
rounded  the  walls  of  that  city,  himfelf  on  one 
fide,  and  M.  Keith  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river, 
with  lines  and  entrenchments,  in  fuch  a  manner, 

as 
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as  entirely  cut  off  all  communication  with  the 
country  $  and  fhut  up  Prince  Charles  of  Lorrain, 
M.  Brown,  two  Princes  of  Saxony,  the  Prince  of 
Modena,  the  Duke  d’Aremberg,  Count  Lacy, 
feveral  other  perfons  of  great  diftindtion,  and 
about  40,000  of  the  Aultrian  army,  that  had 
efcaped  him  in  the  field  and  fled  here  for  refuge : 
an  army,  it  was  then  thought,  ftrong  enough  to 
difpute  their  fovereign’s  caufe  in  the  field  ;  and  by 
no  means  commendable  for  placing  their  fafety, 
within  the  walls  of  a  city,  where  nothing  but 
fome  fortunate  accident,  was  like  to  deliver  them 
from  the  enemy,  alter  they  had  undergone  every 
hardlhip  of  famine,  fire,  and  fword.  So  that 
when  they  faw  their  communication  cut  off,  and 
that  the  Pruffians  were  continually  employed  in 
lengthening  the  works  of  the  blockade,  they 
had  formed,  and  had  made  themfelves  mailers  of  , 
Czilcaberg,  a  ftrong  redoubt,  on  an  eminence, 
that  commands  the  city,  without  being  able  to 
recover  that  poll,  notwithftanding  they  had  fallied 
out,  and  taken  fome  other  Heps,  for  that  pur- 
pofe  *,  a  defign  was  formed  to  get  rid  of  the  ufe-* 
lefs  mouths,  which  could  lerve  only  to  confume 
the  provifions,  to  bring  on  a  famine,  and  per¬ 
haps  a  plague,  or  oblige  them  to  furrender.  This 
was  to  be  done  by  forcing  the  Pruflian  lines :  and 
12,000  men  were  drawn  out  for  that  fervice ;  who 
%ere,  with  fword  in  hand,  to  open  a  way  through 
the  camp  of  the  befiegers  for  thofe  that  were  not 
wanted  in  the  city  :  and  in  cafe  an  impreffion 
could  be  made  on  the  lines,  they  were  to  be  fuf- 

flained 
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tained  by  all  the  grenadiers,  volunteers,  pandours,  A.  D. 
and  Hungarian  infantry. 

Every  thing  was  prepared  for  this  fally  with  Betrayed 
the  greateft  vigour  and  privacy,  and  promifed  the  ^  81* 

defired  fuccefs,  under  the  cover  of  a  very  dark 
night.  But  Providence  ftept  in  between  the  King 
and  his  danger.  A  deferter,  about  eleven  that 
fame  night,  reveals  the  whole  defign«£o  the  royal 
ear.  Heaven  gave  the  alarm :  the  King,  in  lefs 
than  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  had  his  whole  army 
under  arms,  and  prepared  to  give  the  aflailants  a 
warm  reception z. 

The  Auftrians,  it  feems,  depending  more  on  Fails, 
the  obfcurity  of  the  night  and  a  profound  filence 
in  their  motions,  than  upon  the  ufe  of  their  arms, 
charged  the  Pruffian  advanced  pods  before  they 
were  difcovered ;  though  the  Pruffians  were  fore¬ 
warned  of  their  attempt.  They  firft  attacked  the 
camp  of  M.  Keith,  on  the  fide  of  the  little  town, 
and  the  left  wing  of  the  Pruffian  army,  that 
ft  retched  along  the  Moldau  •,  with  hopes  todeftroy 
the  batteries  that  were  raffing,  and  to  gain  the 
bridges  of  communication,  thrown  by  the  Pruf- 
ftans  over  the  Moldau  at  Branick  and  Podbaba, 
about  a  quarter  of  a  German  mile  above  and  below 
.  Prague.  About  two  o’clock  the  enemy  expe&cd 
to  furprize  the  miners :  but  they  came  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  after  the  miners  had  left  work. 

•  However  they  fired  a  piece,  which  alarmed  a  pi¬ 
quet  of  one  hundred  of  the  Pruffian  guards  lent 
to  fuftain  the  body  that  covered  the  works :  but 
*  On  the  23d  of  May., 


A.  D. 

1 7  5  7  * 


Xofs. 


The  GENERAL  HISTORY  of 

the  night  was  fo  dark,  that  they  could  not  diftin- 
guifh,  who  were  friends,  or  foes,  and  fo  fell  into 
confufton.  This  was  remedied  by  Lieutenant 
Jork,  who  being  lent  with  two  platoons  to  re¬ 
connoitre  the  enemy,  kindled  a  fire,  the  light  of 
which  difcovered  their  difpofition  to  Captain  Ro- 
dig,  who  immediately  formed  the  defign  of  fall¬ 
ing  upon  them  in  flank  •,  which  they  performed 
effectually  by  firing  in  platoons,  an-d  mutually  re¬ 
peating  the  fignal  given  by  their  commander. 
By  which  means,  and  keeping  up  a  continual 
ihooting,  they  made  the  Auftrians  believe  them  to 
be  a  numerous  body,  fo  that  they  fled  with  fuch 
precipitation,  that  many  of  them  were  drowned 
in  the  river-,  feveral  deferted,  and  the  reft  return¬ 
ed  to  Prague. 

At  the  fame  time  the  miners  were  attacked,  a 
regiment  of  horfe  grenadiers,  fupported  by  the 
Hungarian  infantry,  attacked  a  Pruflian  redoubt, 
guarded  by  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick’s  bat¬ 
talion.  The  Auftrians  returned  thrice  to  the  af- 
fault ;  and  their  mufquetry  kept  an  mediant  fire 
upon  the  whole  front  of  the  Pruffians,  from  the 
convent  of  St.  Margaret  to  the  river  :  by  which 
the  battalion  fu Acred  extremely. 

As  foon  as  day  began  to  appear,  the  Pruffians 
quitted  their  camp,  to  feek  and  to  engage  the 
enemy.  They  found  Pandours  in  pofleffion  of 
a  building  called  the  Redhoufe,  at  the  bottom  of 
a  declivity  before  Wellaftowitz,  well  barricadoed 
and  fupplied  with  cannon.  But  the  battalion 
of  Pannewitz,  after  two  hours  fevere  fervice,  in 
the  rnidft  of  a  continual  fire  from  both  cannon  and 
4  mufquetry 
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mufquetry  drove  them  out-,  though  they  were  not  A.  D. 
able  to  maintain  the  poft ;  becaule  the  artillery  ot 
the  city  kept  a  continual  fire  upon  it,  from  the 
moment  it  was  known  to  be  in  the  power  of  the 
Pruffians.  So  that  this  houfe  fell  again  into  the 
hands  of  the  Pandours. 

Thus  ended  the  affair  of  this  fally,  which  had 
been  fo  well  contrived.  The  Auftrians  left  many  4 
dead  and  wounded  behind  them  and  many  de- 
ferters  and  pnfoners.  It  was  alio  attended  with 
confiderable  lofs  to  the  Pruffians,  both  in  officers 
and  private  men  :  and  Prince  berdinand,  the 
Kinp-’s  youngeft  brother,  narrowly  efcaped,  with  a 
flio-ht  wound  in  his  lace,  and  a  horle  killed  under 

him. 

It  appeared  neceffary  to  find  them  employment  A  moft 
in  Prague;  and  for  that  purpofe  efpecially,  to 
haflen  the  approaches  and  to  complete  the  batte-  mem. 
ries.  The  heavy  artillery  being  arrived,  four  Bat¬ 
teries  began  b  to  play  with  great  execution  irom 
the  banks  of  the  Moldau.  The  Prince  of  Bevern 
was  appointed  to  cover  the  fiege  with  an  army  ot 
20,000  men.  After  a  moft  dreadful  (form  or  rain 
and  thunder,  as  if  it  were  to  difplay  how  muc  n 
more  ruinous  the  malice  of  men  may  be,  than  the 
greateft  terrors  of  nature,  a  rocket  was  thiown 
into  the  air,  as  a  fignal  for  the  batteries  to  begin  ; 
and  they  difeharged  at  the  rate  of  288  bombs 
every  24  hours,  which  were  accompanied  by  vaft 
numbers  of  red  hot  cannon  balls,  and  other  inftru- 
ments  of  deftrudtion.  The  befieged  were  not  in 

*  About  1000  killed  and  wounded. 

»  On  the  29th  of  May  in  the  evening.  t 
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a  condition  to  return  the  .fire  with  equal  fury.- 
Their  want  of  proper  artillery  and  ammunition 
furniihed  his  Pruflian  Majefty  with  an  opportunity, 
not  to  be  expe&ed,  to  pour  deftruftion  upon  this 
unfortunate  city,  whofe  ftreets  and  fquares  were 
crouded  with  c  horfes,  grown  almoft  mad  for 
want  of  forage;  and  whofe  houfcs,  at  laft,  took 
fire  on  the  fide  of  the  Moldau,  which  heightened 
the  mifery  of  the  citizens,  and  encouraged  the  be- 
fiegers  to  dived:  themfelves  of  all  humanity,  and 
to  pradife  every  firatagem,  to  try  every  barbarous 
invention  in  the  military  art,  to  force  them  to  fur- 
render  or  capitulate.  The  bombardment  never 
ceafed  night  nor  day.  And  the  flames,  at  laffc  got 
to  fuch  a  head,  that  the  fire  was  no  fooner  quench¬ 
ed  in  one  part,  than  it  broke  out  in  another. 

Thus,  men,  horfes,  and  houfes,  were  wrapped  in 
flames  and  reduced  to  afhes;  and  the  neceflaries 
of  life  alio  confumed  in  this  almoft  general  confla¬ 
gration  ;  a  ftill  more  moving  fcene  prefents  itfelf. 
The  principal  magiftrates,  burghers  and  clergy  were 
not  fuffered  to  open  their  mouths  to  the  army,  in 
the  moft  fubmiflive  terms,  in  favour  of  their  city, 
on  the  point  of  being  reduced  to  a  heap  of  rubbifh. 
Two  fenators,  more  importunate  than  the  reft, 
were  hanged  by  order  of  the  military  power;  and 
when  the  cry  of  the  public  increafed  for  necefiary 
fubfiftence,  12,000  of  the  moft  ufelefs  mouths 
were  driven  out  to  afk  bread,  or  to  fall  under 
the  fword  of  the  enemy. 


c  12,000  horfes. 


Their 
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Their  ftarving  condition  had  no  weight  in  the  A.  D. 
reafonings  of  an  enemy,  whofe  fuccefs  depended 
upon  the  increafe  of  his  adverfary’s  diftrefs.  They  Beat  back, 
were  driven  back,  which  foon  reduced  the  city  to 
the  neceffity  of  eating  horfe-flefh.  The  horfes  Eat  horfe 
which  were  ftarved  for  want  of  forage,  were  cut  1  '' 
up  and  diftributed  amongft  the  garrifon ;  and  the 
citizens  were  glad  to  buy  it  at  four  pence  per 
pound.  But  fo  long  as  their  corn  held  out,  the 
garrifon  was  in  no  hurry  to  capitulate  :  of  which 
there  was  yet  no  fcarcity.  Once  more  it  was  re- 
folved  to  try  the  ilTue  cf  fallies ;  and  though  they 
proved  of  no  advantage  otherwife,  they  harraffed 
the  enemy,  and  obliged  the  Pruflians,  who  had 
not  a  fufficient  change  to  watch  fo  numerous,  re- 
folute  and  defperate  a  garrifon,  to  be  always  upon 
their  guard,  and  might  in  time  oblige  them  to 
raife  the  fiege. 

Such  was  the  critical  fituation  of  the  affairs  of  Remarks 
the  Emprefs  Queen.  All  the  paffes  of  her  king-  °£a|hfta™' 
dom  of  Bohemia  towards  Lufatia,  Voigtland, 

Saxony  and  Glatz,  in  the  poffeluon  of  the  King 
of  Pruffia  •,  the  flower  of  her  armies  and  the  chief 
commanders  cooped  up  in  Prague  :  the  reft  of 
her  troops  defeated,  difpirited  and  difperfed  in 
fmall  parties,  and  flying  to  feek  fubfiftence  :  the 
capital  of  Bohemia  reduced  by  fire  and  famine  to 
the  laft  extremity  :  the  army  within  on  the  point 
of  furrendering  prifoners  of  war :  the  whole  king¬ 
dom  without  ready  to  fubmit  to  the  will  of  the 
conquerors :  all  aid  from  Saxony  entirely  cut  off: 
the  Ruffians  obliged  to  retreat :  all  the  hereditary 

Q_  3  do  mi* 


A.  D.  dominions  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria  open  and  ex- 
1/5/’  pofed  :  Vienna  itfelf  not  fecure  from  a  fiege  :  and 
the  Pruffian  troops  deemed  invincible  !  when  two 
extraordinary  incidents  flatted  up  to  convince  the 
world  that  no  power  upon  earth  is  to  trull  too 


there  are  refources  in  the  womb  of  Providence, 
which  if  properly  attended  to  and  improved,  are 
able  to  deliver  us  out  of  the  moll  defperate  cir- 
cumftances. 


The  irrefiftible  fuccefs  of  his  arms  had  fo  far 
got  the  better  of  the  King’s  reafon,  that  he  1-ffer- 


King  of 
Pruflia’s 
too  great 


courage.  tpe  fniaq  parties  of  the  enemy  to  aftemble  in 
a  body,  in  a  fnuation  c  not  lefs  hazardous  to  be 
Refolves to  attacked,  than  the  walls  of  Prague.  He  made 


attack  the 
camp  at 


too  fure  of  reducing  the  city  :  and  he  made  too 


Kolin.  light  of  breaking  the  lines  and  forcing  the  camp 
at  Kolin,  againft  which  his  Majefty,  in  perfon, 
marched  on  the  13th  day  of  June,  with  a  force 
very  inadequate  to  attack  an  army  of  60,000 
men,  fortified  and  commanded  by  a  brave  and 

Again (l  experienced  general. - A  refolution  fo  fraught 

m. Kenhs  difficulties,  that  M.  Keith  renionftrated  ear- 

opinion; 

neftly  againfl  this  meafure.  The  Marfhal  advifed 
either  to  raife  the  fiege  and  to  attack  the  camp  with 
the  united  forces  of  Pruffia,  or  to  proceed  with 
the  fiege  in  the  prefent  manner,  till  the  city  fficuld 
be  obliged  to  capitulate,  or  till  the  Auftrians  in 
the  camp  ffiould  attempt  to  raife  the  fiege.  Be- 
caufe,  from  cither  of  thefe  refolutions  there  were 
hopes  of  fuccefs.  The  Pruffian  united  forces 
might  more  probably  carry  their  point  againft  the 


e  At  Kolin. 


camp, 


* 
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camp,  than  could  be  expefted  from  the  mod  re-  j.D. 
folute  efforts  of  the  inferior  ftrength  of  32,000 
men,  which  was  the  whole  force  fet  a- part  by  the 
King  for  that  fervice.  And  by  continuing  the 
liege  in  its  prefent  form,  he  faid,  it  would  eithei 
oblige  the  Auftrians  within  to  furrender,  which 
would  leave  all  his  Majefty’s  forces  at  liberty  to 
a£t,  as  circumftances  might  require ;  or  the  Au¬ 
ftrians  without,  to  quit  their  ftrong  camp,  and  to 
attack  him  to  their  great  difadvantage  :  for  fo 
long  as  the  Pruffiarjs  fhould  continue  within  their 
lines  before  Prague,  no  army  could  attempt  to 
raife  the  fiege,  without  fighting  them  upon  terms 
nearly  equal. 

Sage  as  this  counfel  might  be,  the  King’s  cou-  How  the 

&  .  .  King  was 

rage  got  the  better  of  his  judgment :  dated  with  iniikd, 
victory,  impetuous  in  his  valour,  and  depending 
upon  the  difcipline  of  his  foldiers,  in  which  he  ex¬ 
pected  to  gain  the  fuperiority,  (againft  him  greatly 
in  numbers)  he  bid  defiance  to  all  oppofition,  de? 
pended  folely  on  the  courage  and  victorious  arm, 
which  had  carried  him  through  all  oppofition,  and 
delivered  him  out  of  all  difficulties,  and  actuated 
with  a  kind  of  military  enthufiafm,  he  marched  to¬ 
wards  Kolin  with  affurance  of  iuccefs. 

To  humble  this  fpirit  of  prefumption,  there 
flatted  up  a  general,  whom  the  neceffities  of  the 
times  recommended  to  a  fervice  of  that  interefting 
nature,  which  was  no  Ids  than  to  lave  the  Em- 
prefs  Queen’s  dominions  from  entire  deftruction  ; 
and  to  deliver  her  armies  from  the  coercive  power 
of  a  moft  furprizing  adventurer-,  already  in  pof- 

O  4.  fdfion 
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A-  D.  feffion  of  all  that  fertile  country  between  the  Egra 
*757'  and  the  Moldau.  This  was  Leopold  Count  Daun, 
rafter  and  who  had  never  commanded  in  chief  before  ;  but 
conduct  cfhad  aCqUjred  great  experience  in  the  moll  illuftri- 
Daun*  ous  fcenes  of  action,  and  under  the  mod  diftin- 
guifhed  generals  of  this  century,  in  various  parts 
of  Europe  ;  and  particularly  the  favourite  of  the 
great  Kevenhuller:  yet,  neither  his  connexions 
with  thofe  great  foldiers,  nor  his  noble  extraXion, 
from  a  very  ancient  and  great  family,  had  ever 
procured  him  any  favour  from  court;  his  promo¬ 
tion  in  the  army  being  entirely  owing  to  his  merit. 
His  way  to  preferment  was  a  kind  of  index  to  his 
future  conduX,  in  poflfeflion  of  the  higheft  com¬ 
mand.  It  was  flow  and  filent,  refolved  to  gain 
that  by  mere  dint  of  fuperior  worth,  which  others 
fought  and  pulhed  for  with  much  intrigue,  hurry 
and  buftle,  amongft  their  friends  at  court. 

This  was  the  temper,  this  the  charaXer  of  the 
general,  who  now  entered  the  theatre  of  war,  to 
flem  the  torrent  of  difgrace,  and  to  fave  his  coun¬ 
try  from  utter  ruin.  His  firmnefs,  fagacity,  pene¬ 
tration  and  cautioufnefs  recommended  him,  at  this 
critical  junXure,  like  another  Fabius,  to  check 
the  fire  and  vigour  of  the  Prufiian  monarch,  who 
like  Hannibal,  fet  no  bounds  to  his  ambition  and 
aims;  and  did  almoft  ruin  himfelf  by  trufting  too 
much  to  his  good  fortune  and  military  fkill. 

d  his  general  had  been  fent  from  Vienna  to  the 
grand  army ;  and  did  not  arrive  till  after  its  de¬ 
feat.  The  day  after  the  battle  he  had  got  no  far¬ 
ther  than  Boemifehbrod,  a  few  miles  from  Prague  : 

where 
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where  he  met  a  large  body  of  Auftrian  horfe,  A.  D. 
under  General  Serbelloni,  which,  with  fome  other  'J57 

ill  •  c  1  Colletts 

of  the  fugitive  corps  and  broken  remains  or  the  the  fcatter- 
Aultrian  army,  Marfhal  Daun  colle&ed,  with 
aftivity,  that  attracted  the  attention  of  his  Prufiian  ftr>an  ai- 
Majefty  ;  who  detached  the  Prince  of  Bevern,with 
twenty  battalions  and  thirty  fquadrons,  to  prevent  Bevem 
their  numbers  becoming  formidable.  A  moft  pru- 
dent  ftep :  and  could  it  have  fucceeded,  the  fate 
of  Bohemia,  and  perhaps  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria, 
would  have  been  therewith  decided.  But  Daun 
adted  upon  more  fure  principles.  He  was  too 
cautious  and  penetrating  to  ftake  the  ruin  of  his 
Imperial  Miltrefs  on  the  chance  of  a  battle,  to 
be  fought  bv  a  few  difpirited,  lhattered  troops, 
funk  with  difgrace,  and  in  great  want  of  every 
thing,  with  an  army  flufhed  with  vidtory,  and 
well  fupplied  with  all  the  necdTaries  fora  foldier’s 
life  and  for  adtion. 

As  loon  as  it  was  known  that  the  Pruflians  were  rfi' 

tllcS 

in  motion  to  attack  him,  Daun  retreated  to  the  Kolin. 
Elbe,  and  entrenched  himfelf  llrongly,  and  with 
great  advantage  of  ground  at  Kolin  •,  where  he 
could  receive  recruits,  lent  daily  to  his  camp  from 
Moravia,  and  heavy  artillery  from  the  fortrefs  of 
Olmutz  ;  and  infpire  the  garrifon  in  Prague  with 
hopes,  that  he  would  foon  be  in  a  condition  to 
raife  the  fie<?e  :  he  was  likewife  fo  fituated  that  Its  advan- 

D  „  taee.  us 

he  could  harrafs  the  enemy  by  cutting  oft  their  fixation, 
convoys ;  and  weaken  their  efforts  sgainft  Prague, 
by  obliging  the  King  to  employ  near  a  moiety  of 
his  army  in  watching  his  motions. 

By 


4 


A.  D. 
*757- 

His  ufe  of 
tfeis  camp. 


Kinr:  of 

PnrMia’s 

realbns  f  r 

attacking 

Count 

Daun. 


By  keeping  clofe  within  this  camp,  he  had  rio- 
•  thing  to  fear  from  the  Prince  of  Bevern  ;  whom 
he  frequently  alarmed  by  a  detachment  of  Hun¬ 
garians  and  Saxons  under  General  Nadafti,  who 
made  feveral  motions  with  advantage  •,  and  by 
another  of  huffars  under  Colonel  Putkammer,  who 
paiTed  the  defile  ot  Czirkwitz  and  fpread  an  alarm 
through  the  whole  camp  of  the  enemy  :  and  thus 
by  degrees,  he  reftored  the  Janguifhing  and  al- 
moll  defponding  fpirits  of  his  own  troops.  Be¬ 
sides,  he  rendered  his  fituation  irkfome  and  em- 
barraffmg  to  a  monarch  of  an  enterprifing  and 
impetuous  difpofuion  :  and  did  not  doubt,  but  he 
lhould  be  able,  by  retarding  the  enemy’s  opera¬ 
tions,  and  affiduoufiy  avoiding  a  precipitate  action, 
'until  the  Pruffian  vigour  fhould  be  exhaufted,  their 
ftrength  impaired  by  defertion  and  Ioffes,  the  fire  and 
ardour  of  their  genius  extinguilhed  by  continual 
fatigue  and  inceffant  alarms,  to  oblige  the  Prul- 
fians  not  only  to  raife  the  fiege  of  Prague,  but  to 
evacuate  the  whole  kingdom  of  Bohemia. 

The  event  juftified  his  conducl.  The  army 
at  Kolin  increafed  daily  in  number  ;  and  con- 
fequently  became  more  formidable  to  the  ene¬ 
my.  The  King  of  Pruffia,  who  had  depended 
upon 'the  impoffjbility  of  Rich,  a  numerous  army 
fubfifting  fo  long  within  the  walls  of  a  city,  grew 
daily  more  and  more  impatient,  at  the  length  of 
tiie  fiege ;  and  he  began,  already,  to  forefee  the 
fatality  or  permitting  Count  Daun’s  army  to  grow 
io  powerful,  as  in  a  fhort  time,  it  might  not  only 
be  too  much  for  the  Prince  of  Bevern,  but  l'trong 

enough 
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enough  to  force  him  to  raife  the  fiege.  This  de- 
coyed  him  into  the  fnare  fptead  by  the  Audiian 
general;  who  was  at  the  head  of  60,000  men,  strength  of 
well  difciplined  and  deeply  entrenched;  defended  a 

by  a  prodigious  train  of  artillery,  placed  on  re¬ 
doubts  and  batteries,  erected  on  the  mod  advan¬ 
tageous  polls  ;  with  lines  and  heavy  pieces  of  can¬ 
non  at  every  accelfible  part  of  the  camp,  and  ren¬ 
dered  almoft  inacceffible  by  difficult  defiles  at  the 
foot  of  the  hills. 

How  formidable  foever  this  appearance  of  the  Kmgof 
Auftrran  camp  may  be,  it  rather  ferved  todiarpen,  marches 
than  to  blunt  the  acies  of  his  Pruffian  Majelly’s 
martial  genius.  He  joined  the  Prince  of  Bevern  Daun. 
at  Milkowitz,  about  fix  miles  from  Prague,  with 
three  battalions  of  infantry  and  one  regiment  of 
cuiraffiers,  brought  from  before  Prague,  and  with 
five  battalions  and  ten  fquadrons  he  had  picked 
up  on  the  road,  which  had  been  employed  to 
guard  the  Satawa.  He  alfo  had  ordeied  Prince 
Maurice  of  Anhalt  DefTau  to  follow  him  next 
day  with  fix  battalions  and  one  regiment  of  cui¬ 
raffiers.  Which  was  punctually  done.  Thus  the  His  force, 
whole  force  of  the  Pruffian  army,  after  their 
junction,  confided  of  32  battalions  and  111  Iqua- 
drons  of  horfe,  dragoons  and  huffars,  making 
32,000  men,  upon  the  neared  computation;  and 
without  further  delay  they  advanced  to  leek  the  ene¬ 
my,  whom  they  found  mod  advantageoudy  poded, 
and  covered  with  a  very  numerous  artillery,  upon 
the  high  grounds  between  Gentitz  and  St.  John 
the  Baptid  ;  greatly  reinforced  fince  the  Ring’s 

march 
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march  from  his  camp  before  Prague,  and  drawn 
up  in  three  lines.  It  was  now  about  three  in  the 
afternoon,  when  the  firft  onfet  was  made.  The 
Auftrians  waited  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  as 
a  people  fecure  in  their  fituation,  rather  than  in 
their  numbers  and  courage.  Their  artillery  were 
placed  with  the  utmoft  advantage  for  defence,  and 
charged  with  chain  and  grapeffior,  which  poured  like 
hail  upon  the  Pruffians,  who  bid  defiance  to  difficul¬ 
ties  and  death,  and  marched  up  the  hills  with  a 
firmnefs  and  intrepidity,  that  mufl  have  daunted  and 
driven  back  any  troops,  that  were  not  determined 
to  conquer  or  to  die.  The  (laughter  of  the  advanc¬ 
ing  army  was  moft.  horrible  ;  the  Pruffians  were 
obliged  not  only  to  pafs  through  the  thickeft  fire, 
that  can  be  imagined,  but  to  fight  their  way  over 
heaps  of  their  brave  companions,  mowed  down 
by  the  cannon  of  the  enemy.  Yet,  inured  to  con¬ 
quer,  and  fpurning  at  danger,  the  Pruffians  drove 
their  enemies  from  two  eminences,  fortified  with 
heavy  cannon,  and  from  two  villages  defended  by 
feveral  battalions.  For  a  while  vidory  feemed  to 
incline  towards  the  Pruffians ;  but,  as  they  at¬ 
tacked  the  third  eminence,  their  prodigious  lofs 
of  men,  the  obftinacy  of  the  enemy,  and  the  ad¬ 
vantage  the  Auftrian  cavalry  gained,  by  their 
numbers  and  fituation,  to  flank  them  with  grape 
and  chain-ffiot,  the  brave  few  that  were  left  in 
battle,  to  contend  for  vidory,  were  put  into  dis¬ 
order,  and  driven  back.  However,  preferring  a 
glorious  death  in  the  prefence  of  their  King,  to 
an  inglorious  retreat,  that  ffiould  cancel  the  ho¬ 


nour, 
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nour,  and  wither  the  laurels,  they  had  brought  A.  D. 
into  the  field  from  Reichenberg  and  the  neigh-  I?57' 
bourhood  of  Prague,  they  rallied  and  refumed 
the  charge  with  double  ardour,  not  only  once 
more,  butfeven  times  fucceffively ;  led  on  by  that 
valiant  foldier  and  great  general  Prince  Ferdinand; 
but  not  being  in  a  condition  to  maintain  theground, 
where  their  cavalry  could  not  aft,  and  againft  the 
obftinacy  and  numbers  of  an  enemy,  who  had  the 
advantage  of  fituation,  artillery  and  entrench¬ 
ments,  under  the  command  of  a  general  of  the 
greateft  flcill  and  conduct,  they  gave  it  up. 

The  King,  like  a  man  in  defpair,  more  willing  Derate 
to  meet  death,  than  to  carry  the  caufe  of  difcon-  t^°^aa 
tent  in  his  breaft,  refolves  to  wipe  off  the  dif- 
grace,  which  now  appeared  ready  to  fall  upon  his 
arms,  through  his  own  'rafhnefs,  by  a  more  furious 
effort.  With  this  refolution  he  put  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  his  cavalry,  and  attacks  the  left  wing  of 
the  enemy,  with  the  greateft  bravery,  andexpofed 
his  perfon,  to  animate  his  foldiers,  in  the  moft 
perilous  fituation.  Yet  neither  valour,  conduff,  Retl.eat&> 
nor  even  defperation  was  able  to  mend  aloft  caufe. 

So  far  his  tutelar  genius  accompanied  him  in  this 
diftrefs,  as  to  favour  the  retreat  of  the  remains  of 
the  braveft  army,  that  ever  faced  an  enemy.  The 
King  drew  off  his  forces  from  the  field  of  blood, 
for  this  might  more  properly  be  called  a  carnage, 
than  a  battle,  with  all  his  baggage  and  artillery, 
in  fight  of  the  enemy,  in  good  order,  and  with¬ 
out  one  attempt  to  purlue  him. 


Thus 


25+ 


A.  D. 

1757. 

Remark¬ 
able  bra¬ 
very  on 
both  Tides. 


Lofies  on 
both  Tides. 


King  oT 
Pruffia 
blames 
himTelT. 


The  GENERAL  HISTORY  of 

Thus  ended  that  precipitate  refolution,  taken 
by  his  Pruffian  Majefty,  contrary  to  the  good  ad¬ 
vice  of  his  faithful  Keith,  whofe  valour  was  tu¬ 
tored  by  experience.  However,  this  engagement 
may  be  accounted  a  trial  of  Ikill  and  courage  be¬ 
tween  the  two  powers  concerned  therein.  For, 
almoft  all  the  officers,  on  each  fide,  diftinguiffied 
themfelves  :  the  Pruffians,  to  recommend  them- 
felves  under  the  infpedtion  of  their  fovereign,  and 
to  fupport  the  applaufe  already  gained  by  their  vic¬ 
tories  :  the  Auftrians,  to  fave  their  country  from 
falling  a  facrifice  to  the  jealoufy  and  refentment 
of  the  King  of  Pruffia.  Both  the  king’s  bro¬ 
thers  were  in  the  Held,  and  they  did  all  that  could 
be  expedled  from  the  King  of  Pruffia’s  brothers. 
Count  Daun  had  a  horfe  killed  under  him,  and  re¬ 
ceived  two  flight  wounds,  as  he  emulated  the  con- 
du6t  of  his  royal  adverfary  in  every  perilous  fitua- 
tion  The  lofles  of  both  armies  were  extraordinary 
in  their  men.  The  Pruffians  had  upwards  of 
8000  killed  and  wounded  :  many  were  made  pri¬ 
soners  f,  or  deferted.  The  Auftrians  had  above 
10,000  killed  and  wounded. 

The  lofs  of  this  battle  the  King  attributed 
wholly  to  himfelf :  One  falie  motion  frequently 
proves  deciflve.  He  expofed  the  infantry  naked 
and  uncovered  by  the  cavalry,  to  the  chain  and 
grape- fliot  of  the  enemy’s  whole  artillery  ;  which 
was  an  error,  that  could  not  be  retrieved,  on 

f  Amongft  whom  were  the  two  generals  Trelkow  and 
Pannewith. 

ground. 
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ground,  where  the  cavalry  could  not  be  brought 
up  to  cover  the  infantry.  The  Auftrians  did 
adually  fly  before  his  Majefty’s  victorious  troops, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  engagement :  but  the 
Pruffians  having  neither  horfe  nor  artillery  to  en¬ 
able  them  to  fuftain  the  (hock  of  the  Auftrian 
fire,  which  made  terrible  havock  amongft  their 
ranks,  it  was  impofiible  for  them  to  do  more  than 
they  did.  The  ardour  of  the  conquerors  being 
checked,  they  were  neceffitated  to  fubmit  to  fate, 
and  retreat,  not  from  the  enemy,  who  never 
dared  ro  foilow  them,  whenever  they  fell  back; 
but  from  thofe  engines  of  deflrudion,  whofe 
murdering  fury  they  had  no  means  to  refifl,  nor 
numbers  to  fupply. 

However,  the  Prufiian  hero  did  not  fink  under  His  caw- 
this  reverfe  of  fortune,  he  fupported  himfelf  with 
a  dignity  becoming  a  great  King,  who,  notwith- 
ftanding  this  fevere  trial  of  his  fortitude,  and  the 
cloud,  which  appeared  to  overcaft  his  glory,  and 
to  darken  the  way  to  future  fuccefs,  was  con¬ 
vinced  of  his  error,  acknowledged  his  fault,  and 
did  every  thing  that  one,  in  his  fituation,  was 
able  to  do,  to  extricate  himfelf  out  of  the  pre- 
fent  difficulty,  and  to  continue  the  war  with  more 
advantage  :  So  that  whatever  fmall  blemifh  his 
military  conduct  might  have  fuffered,  his  reputa¬ 
tion  rofe  higher  and  higher  in  the  opinion  of  all 
judicious  men,  by  the  candid  and  noble  manner  in 
which  he  acknowledged  his  miftake  ;  by  the  h r ni¬ 
ne  fs,  with  which  he  bore  his  misfortune,  and  by 

thofe 
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thofe  aftoniffing  ftrokes  of  genius  and  heroifm 
by  which  he  retrieved  his  lofs. 

His  Majefty,  in  a  letter  to  Earl  Marlhal,  gives 
the  beft  narrative  and  proof  of  this  affair.  He 
firft  does  juftice  to  the  enemy’s  valour.  “  The 
imperial  grenadiers,  fays  he,  are  an  admirable 
“  corps:  one  hundred  companies  defended  a  rifing 
“  ground,  which  my  beft  infantry  could  not  car- 
“  ry.  Ferdinand,  who  commanded  them,  re- 
“  turned  feven  times  to  the  charge  •,  but  to  no 
“  purpofe.  At  firft  he  mattered  a  battery,  but 
“  could  not  hold  it.  The  enemy  had  the  advan- 
“  tage  of  a  numerous  and  well-ferved  artillery. 
a  It  did  honour  to  Lichtenftein,  who  had  the  di- 
<<  region.”  Fie  then  extols  the  courage  of  his 
own  men.  “  Only  the  Pruffian  army  can  difpute 
“  it  with  him.”  But  “  my  infantry  were  too  few. 
“  All  my  cavalry  were  prelent,  and  idle  fpefta- 
«  tors,  excepting  a  bold  puff  by  my  houffold 
«  troops  and  fome  dragoons.”  He  then  points 
..  rlpffat :  “  Ferdinand  at- 


“  tacked  without  powder  •,  the  enemy,  m  return, 
“  were  not  fparing  of  theirs.  They  had  the  ad- 
“  vantage  of  a  rifing  ground  of  intrenchments, 
“  and  of  a  prodigious  artillery.  Several  of  my 
cc  regiments  were  repulfed  by  their  mufquetry. 
Speaking  of  his  brothers:  “  Henry,  fays  he, 
“  performed  wonders.  I  tremble  for  my  worthy 
“  brothers :  they  are  too  brave.”  He  takes  the 
blame  on  himfelf.  “  Fortune  turned  her  back 
“  on  me  this  day.  I  ought  to  have  expedited  it. 

“  She  is  a  female,  and  I  am  no  gallant.  In  fa<ft,. 

“  I  ought 
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1  ought  to  have  had  more  infantry. — Succefs,  A ■  D- 
‘4  my  dear  Lord,  often  occafions  a  deftru&ive  1757° 

“  confidence.  Twenty-four  battalions  were  not 
“  fufficient  to  diflodge  fixty  thoufand  men  from 
“  an  advantageous  poll.  Another  time  we  hope 
“  to  do  better.-^-I  have  no  reafon  to  cofnplaiii 
*e  of  the  bravery  of  my  troops,  or  the  experience 
“  of  my  officers.  I  alone  was  in  the  fault :  and 
“  I  hope  to  repair  it  •”  was  the  generous  decla¬ 
ration  of  his  Pruffian  Majefty  to  one  of  his  ge¬ 
neral  officers. 

His  ffiattered  army  having  made  a  fafe  retreat  His  expe- 
from  the  enemy’s  defiles  and  eminences ;  the  next  nSs™? 
and  immediate  care  was  to  prevent  the  bad  effe&s  ™ifins  th« 

r  nege  of 

of  this  day’s  work,  ffiould  the  news  thereof  reach  Prague* 
Prague  before  he  could  take  proper  meafures  to 
fecure  his  men,  and  all  the  matters  employed  in 
the  rediidion  of  that  city.  Therefore,  though 
he  had  been  fo  greatly  fatigued  by  the  fervice  of 
the  day,  at  the  head  of  every  attack,  on  horfe- 
back,  he  left  his  army  at  Nimbergj  under  the 
command  of  the  Prince  of  Bevern,  and  with  frefh 
horfes,  and  an  efcort  of  a  dozen  huzzafs,  he  fet 
out  in  perfon  for  his  camp  before  Prague,  and  ar¬ 
rived  there  in  the  morning  without  halting.  He 
placed  double  fentinels  at  all  the  avenues  and  ad¬ 
vanced  polls,  to  prevent  intelligence  arriving  from 
Kolin  •,  and  his  orders  for  fending  off  all  his  ar¬ 
tillery,  ammunition  and  baggage,  were  executed 
with  luch  expedition,  that  the  tents  were  llrucks 
and  the  army  on  their  march,  before  the  garrifon 
were  informed  of  the  mighty  caufe  of  their  deli- 
Vol.  II.  R 
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verance. 
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A.  D.  verance.  Prince  Charles  of  Lorrain,  who  held 
1757'  the  chief  command  alone,  after  the  death  of  M. 
made’by  Brown,  who  died  in  Prague  of  his  wounds  re- 
the  garn-  cejvec|  on  the  6th  of  May,  made  a  Pally  with  a 
ion’  large  body  of  Auftrians ;  but  could  do  no  further 
milchief,  than  kill  about  two  hundred  of  the 
Piuflian  Pruflians  in  the  rear  of  M.  Keith’s  divifion  •,  the 
aiff<LntkeS  corps  commanded  by  the  Prince  of  Pruffia,  having 
routs-  marched  all  night,  by  another  rout,  to  join  the 
Prince  of  Bevern  at  Nimberg,  was  not  fo  much 
expofed  to  the  enemy. 

M.  Keith  made  the  beft  of  his  way  towards 
Saxony  •,  and  was  left  by  the  King  at  the  head  of 
25,000  men  to  guard  the  paffes.  Plis  Majefty 
and  Prince  Henry  his  brother,  made  the  beft  of 
their  way  to  Pirna,  with  another  part  of  the  army, 
Auftrians  and  encamped  in  that  neighbourhood.  1  he  Prince 
Lufetia'."10  °f  Pruffia  retreated  intoLufatia,  with  his  divifion 
of  the  army :  where  he  was  loon  after  in  danger 
of  being  furrounded  by  the  Auftrians,  who  fol- 
2ittau  lowed  him,  laid  the  town  of  Zittau  in  afhes  by 
bombard-  ^  dreadful  bombardment,  and  obliged  the  gar- 
rifon  to  furrender.  This  called  for  immediate  re¬ 
iving  of  ]jef*  His  Pruftian  Majefty  did  not  hefitate  a  mo¬ 
rn  arches  to  ment  to  march  from  Pirna,  with  part  of  his  army, 
of'hU  bro-  and,  leaving  the  remainder  under  M.  Keith,  to 
ther.  guard  the  paffes  of  the  mountains  oi  Bohemia,  he, 
by  forced  marches,  came  luddcr.ly  upon  the  Au¬ 
ftrians,  obliged  them  to  retire,  arid  delivered  his 
brother’s  army. 

His  other  The  adlion  at  Kolin  was  not  the  only  mortift- 
lTfca-  cation,  which  his  Pruftian  Majefty  met  with  this 
2  iummer. 
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fummer.  His  territories  in  Weftphalia  were  over-  A.  D. 

X  ^  C  7 « 

run  and  laid  under  contribution,  and  feized_  by 
the  French,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Emprefs  Queen  : 
and  the  army  of  observation,  paid  by  Great  Britain, 
and  lately  put  in  motion  under  his  Royal  Highnefs 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  was  not  in  a  condition 
to  flop  their  progrefs,  or  to  make  a  Sufficient  di¬ 
version  in  his  favour. 

His  Royal  Flighnefs  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  The  army 
not  only  wanted  Strength  to  ad  offensively  againft  tion'^mder 
the  advancing  enemy  •,  but  he  found  himSelf  ob-  ^  Duke 

0  •  '  or  Cum- 

liged  to  conform  to  the  Hanoverian  council  aS-  beriand. 
figned  him,  for  his  condud  in  the  command  of 
the  army  of  observation  ;  whoSe  favourite  objed 
was  to  keep  clear  of  any  operations  and  connec¬ 
tions,  which  might  expofe  their  Eledorate  to  a 
criminal  proceSs  in  the  Imperial  courts ;  and  to  ad 
only  on  the  defenfive,  with  expedation  that  the 
French  would  not  dare  to  ad  in  the  hoftile  man¬ 
ner,  as  they  did  afterwards,  againft  a  German 
Eledorate ;  or  that,  in  cafe  of  Such  an  atrocious 
infringement  of  the  Imperial  compad,  for  the  pre¬ 
servation  of  all  parts  of  the  Germanic  body,  the 
Emperor  would  be  obliged  to  proted  them  from 
a  foreign  and  unprovoked  invader. 

Such  was  the  Situation  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  French  ar- 
at  Bielfeld  s,  when  the  plan  of  operations  were  ™£_er 

Settled  trees- 

s  His  army  confided  of  thirty-feven  battalions  and  thirty- 
four  fquadrons ;  viz.  three  Pruffian  regiments,  that  retired 
from  Wefel,  fix  battalions  and  fix  fquadrons,  polled  at  Bielfeld, 
under  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Baron  de  Sporcken ; 

R  2  fix 
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fettled  between  him  and  the  Hanoverian  generals-. 
The  French  army,  confifted  at  that  time  of  fe- 
venty  battalions h,  forty  fquadrons  1  and  fifty-two 
pieces  of  cannon  ;  befides  a  body  of  cavalry  lefc  at 
Ruremond  for  conveniency  of  forage-,  of  which 
the  French  were  greatly  in  want,  as  well  as  of 
almoft  every  neceffary  of  life,  which  want  daily 
increafed  by  the  meafures  taken  by  the  Duke  to 
retard  and  to  difcourase  their  advancing  to  the 
Wefer :  for,  the  nearer  they  approached  the  feat  of 
the  army  of  obfervation,  the  greater  they  found  the 
difficulty  to  get  provifions.  The  country  was  not 
able  to  fupply  all  their  wants,  and  the  little  that 
could  be  found  was  not  to  be  carried  away  without 
oppofition,  and  difadvantageous  fkirmiffies ;  for, 
the  Hanoverians  penetrated  as  far  as  the  country 
of  Paderborn,  and  carried  off  a  convoy  of  wheat 
and  oats,  intended  to  be  laid  up  in  the  Eledorate 
of  Cologne  for  the  ufe  of  the  French  army. 

Certainly  no  difpofitions  could  be  made  with 
greater  propriety,  to  convey  the  moft  advantage¬ 
ous  ideas  of  the  martial  and  political  abilities  of 
a  commander  in  chief,  than  thofe,  which  his 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  laid 


fix  battalions  at  Hervorden,  under  Lieutenant-General  de 
Block  :  fix  battalions  and  four  fquadrons,  between  Hervorden 
and  Minden,  under  Major-General  Ledebour ;  feven  batta¬ 
lions  and  ten  fquadrons,  near  Hamelen,  under  Lieutenant- 
General  d’Oberg  ;  and  five  battalions  and  four  fquadrons, 
near  Niemburg,  under  Major-General  Haufs. 

h  A  French  battalion  is  from  five  to  fix  hundred  men. 

*  A  French  fquadron  is  from  two  hundred  and  fifty  to  three 
hundred  horle. 


down 
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down,  advifed,  and  maintained  to  the  utmoft  of  A.  D. 
his  power ;  fo  far,  we  humbly  prefume  to  fay,  as  V757' 
his  ftrength  in  the  field,  and  his  weight  in  the 
council,  under  which  he  was  obliged  to  a<5V,  would 
enable  and  permit  him  to  difplay  the  military 
knowledge  of  his  heroic  genius.  But,  when  he 
perceived  that  the  French  were  under  the  defpe- 
rate  neceffity  of  fighting  or  ftarving ;  that  never- 
thelefs  he  could  not  draw  them  to  an  engagement, 
with  the  advantage,  he  had  formed  to  himfelf,  by 
placing  his  camp  between  Bielfeld  and  Hervor-  His  reafon 
den  ;  that  the  enemy,  by  a  $aft  fuperiority  of  fng^Jom** 
men,  would  be  able  to  get  between  him  and  the  Bielfeld* 
Wefer,  and  that  they  were  making  difpofitions 
even  to  furround  his  fmall  army,  on  the  fide  of 
Burghotte ;  his  Royal  Highnefs  withdrew  his  polls 
from  Paderborn  and  Ritzberg,  leaving  nothing  of 
fervice  behind  him  ;  at  length,  broke  up  "his  camp 
at  Bielfeld,  and  marched  to  a  more  advantageous 
and  fafe  fituation ;  as  it  was  impofiible  on  that 
ground  to  withftand  the  fuperior  force  of  the  enemy. 

No  troops  could  retire  in  better  order  :  and  theRetreatt.  in 
corps  polled  at  Bielfeld,  to  cover  the  retreat,  with  |ood  or' 
orders,  upon  the  approach  of  the  French,  to  ob- 
ferve  their  motions,  and  to  regulate  their  own  con¬ 
duct  accordingly,  behaved  with  fo  good  a  counte¬ 
nance,  that  they  made  their  own  retreat  good  after 
a  feint  refiftance  k.  Flowever,  this  opened  a  way 

for 

k  7  hey  found  nothing  in  this  town,  but  the  remains  of  a 
magazine  in  flames ;  to  which  the  Germans  had  fet  fire.  But 
the  French  account  of  this  retreat  is  very  different,  who  fay, 

R  3  That 
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A.  D.  for  the  French  army  to  get  plentiful  fupplies  of 
1757‘  all  necelfaries.  Which  enabled  them  to  purfue 
their  fuccefs. 

The  The  allies  rendezvoufed  at  Cofeldt,  and  en- 

vance''  ^  camped  there  on  the  14th  and  15th.  The  French 
in  the  mean  time  fummoned  the  corps  at  Hervor- 
den,  and  made  a  feint,  as  if  they  would  attack 
the  town,  but  marched  off,  without  making  any 
farther  attempt.  By  this  time  the  whole  French 
army  was  colle&ed,  and  obliged  the  allies  to  pafs 
the  Wefer.  Which  was  performed  with  very  in- 
confiderable  lofs,  and  that  only  in  the  rear  of 
the  parties,  as  they  retreated  from  their  feveral 
polls. 

The  Duke  When  the  Duke  forefaw  that  there  was  no  lland- 
roTti!r  ing  aga'nft  fuperior  power  of  the  enemy,  and 
Wefer.  {-hat  his  chief  dependance  was  upon  the  defence  of 
the  Wefer  •,  his  Royal  Highnefs  made  the  bell  and 
moll  aflive  difpofitions  to  fecure  the  pafies  of  that 

That  on  the  1  jth  in  the  evening,  Colonel  Fifcher,  with  his 
corps  and  fome  grenadiers  attacked  Bielfeld,  without  much 
refinance,  at  firft,  that  the  Pruflians  in  the  left  wing  of  the 
Duke’s  army  threw  in  a  reinforcement,  which  made  a  vigorous 
defence.  That  at  break  of  day,  this  left  wing,  compofed  of 
Pruflians,  Heflians,  and  Brunfwickians,  was  attacked,  defeated, 
and  driven  from  Bielfeld  ;  on  which  the  right  wing,  confifting 
of  Hanoverians,  took  to  flight.  That  immediately  after  the 
a&ion,  the  French  pitched  their  tents  on  the  fpot  from  whence 
.  the  allies  had  been  driven.  That  they  took  ten  pieces  of  can¬ 
non,  beiides  feveral  baggage-waggons;  and  loft  no  officer  cf 
pot?.  And  that  on  the  fide  of  the  vanquilhed  party,  there 
were  feveral  officers  of  rank  among  the  fiain,  particularly  thq 
generals  Einfledel  and  Junckheim, 


river. 
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river,  which  he  palled,  unmolefted  in  the  rear,  A.  D. 
with  all  his  ammunition,  artillery,  baggage  and  I757‘ 
troops,  between  Minden  and  Oldendorp  ;  a  camp 
being  prepared  for  their  reception,  in  a  mod  ad¬ 
vantageous  fituation,  having  the  Wefer  in  front, 
and  the  right  and  left  covered  with  eminences  and 
morafles. 

In  this  camp,  it  is  very  clear  that  the  Duke  was  Remarks 
determined  to  difpute  the  pafiage  of  the  Wefer  tuationf" 
with  the  enemy.  But  how  was  the  world  difap- 
pointed  of  their  expectations,  when  they  were  in¬ 
formed  by  authority,  that  the  beft  difpofition, 
that  the  beft  general  in  the  univerfe  could  devife 
and  make,  was  made  to  ferve  no  other  purpofe 
than  to  lie  upon  their  arms,  to  witnefs  the  unin¬ 
terrupted  pafiage  of  an  enemy,  who  had  as  much 
power  to  force  them  to  retire  in  the  country  be¬ 
yond  the  Wefer,  as  on  the  nether  fide,  when  they 
had  nothing  more  than  an  army,  that  could  not 
Hand  before  them  in  the  field,  to  encounter.  Here 
the  weight  of  Hanoverian  councils  appeared  in  the 
ballance  againft  reafon,  and  againft  the  judgment 
and  inclination  of  the  commander  in  chief.  For¬ 
bearance  and  non-refiftance  were  now  the  maxims 
of  the  Hanoverian  chancery.  Their  own  inno¬ 
cence,  inoffenfive  condutft,  and  the  juftice  and 
right  of  prote&ion,  which  an  Eledlorate  can  de¬ 
mand  under  the  capitulations  of  the  Golden  Bull, 

-  were  infilled  upon,  as  arguments  for  the  lecurity 
of  Hanover  and  its  dependences  againft  b  ranee, 
in  preference  to  the  vigorous  meafures,  provided 
by  his  Royal  Highnefs  for  defence,  by  way  of  arms, 

R  4  againft 
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A.  D.  againft  an  invader,  that  bid  defiance  to  all  laws 
I757'  human  and  divine;  and,  what  was  more  than  they 
were  willing  to  underftand,  afted  in  concert  with 
the  Lord-paramount  of  the  Empire,  to  deprive 
the  allies  of  Great  Britain  of  the  means  to  favour 
the  defigns  of  Prufiia. 

The  However  this  might  be,  the  French  were  fo 

Plover  difmayed  at  the  Duke’s  well-chofen  camp, 

£he  Wefer,  that  they  feemed  to  be  in  the  fecret  of  the  caufe 
of  the  Hanoverian  fecurity:  for,  they  advanced 
to  the  Wefer  without  delay,  and  pafied  that  river 
on  the  10th  and  11th  of  July,  without  fear,  or  the 
lofs  of  a  fingle  man. 

Marfhal  d’Etrees  being  informed  that  his  maga¬ 
zines  of  provifions  were  well  furnifhed,  his  ovens 
eftablifhed,  and  the  artillery  and  pontoons  arrived 
at  the  deftined  places,  ordered  Lieutenant-General 
Broglio,  with  ten  battalions,  twelve  fquadrons, 
and  ten  pieces  of  cannoq,  to  march  to  Engheren  ; 
Lieutenant-General  M.  de  Chevert,  with  fixteen 
battalions,  three  brigades  of  carabineers,  the  royal 
hunters,  and  fix  hundred  huffars,  to  march  to 
Jdervorden  :  and  Lieutenant  Marquis  d’Armen- 
tieres,  with  twelve  battalions  and  ten  fquadrons  to 
inarch  to  Ulrickhaufen.  All  thefe  troops  being 
arrived  in  their  camp  on  the  4th  inftant,  halted 
the  5th.  On  the  6th  twenty-two  battalions  and 
thirty- two  fquadrons,  under  the  command  of  the 
Puke  of  Orleans,  marched  to  Ulrickhaufen,  from 
whence  M.  d’Armentieres  had  fet  out  early  in  the 
morning,,  with  the  corps  under  his  command, 
and  by  brills  marches  got,  on  the  7th  by  eleven 

at 
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at  night,  to  Blanckenhove,  where  he  found  the  A* 
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boats  which  had  gone  from  Ahrenfberg.  The 

bridges  were  built,  the  cannon  planted,  and  the 
entrenchments  at  the  head  of  the  bridges  corn- 
pleated,  in  the  night  between  the  7th  and  8th, 

The  Marfhal  having  fent  away  part  of  his  bag¬ 
gage  from  Bielfeld  on  the  6th,  went  in  perfon, 
on  the  7th  at  eleven  o’clock,  to  Horn,  and  the 
8th  to  Bvakel.  On  advice  that  M.  d’Armentieres 
had  thrown  his  bridges  acrofs,  without  oppofition, 
and  was  at  work  on  his  entrenchments,  he  went 
on  the  9th  to  Blanckenhove,  to  fee  the  bridges  and 
entrenchments,  and  afterwards  advanced  to  exa¬ 
mine  the  firft  pofition  he  intended  for  this  army, 
and  came  down  the  right  fide  of  the  Wefer  to  the 
fibby  of  Corvey,  where  he  forded  the  Wefer, 
with  the  Princes  of  the  blood,  and  their  at¬ 
tendants.  The  10th  in  the  morning  he  got  on 
horfeback  by  four  o’clock,  to  fee  the  Duke  of 
Orleans’s  divifion  file  off,  which  arrived  at  Cor¬ 
vey  at  ten  o’clock  ;  as  alfo  that  of  M.  de’Armen- 
tieres,  which  arrived  at  eleven  •,  and  that  of  M. 

Souvre,  which  arrived  at  noon.  The  Marfhal, 
having  examined  the  courfe  of  the  Wefer,  caufed 
the  bridges  of  pontoons  to  be  laid  within  gun- 
fhot  of  the  abbey,  where  the  Vifcount  de  Tu- 
renne  paffed  the  river  in  1673,  and  where  Broglio 
and  Chevert’s  divifion  pafiedit  the  I2th  and  13th. 

JVL  de  Chevert,  and  the  Duke  of  Broglio  being 
informed  of  what  was  to  be  done  upon  the  Upper 
Wefer,  made  an  attack  upon  Minden,  and  car¬ 
ried  it. 


While 


266 


Lien  and 
Embden 
iurprized 
by  the 
French. 


The 
Trench 
raife  con¬ 
tributions 
in  Hano¬ 
ver. 


The  GENERAL  HISTORY  of 
Whilft  thefe  operations  were  carried  on,  the 
French  Marfhal  detached  the  Marquis  d’Anvel, 
with  a  flrong  party,  to  favour  the  defigns  of  the 
Emprefs  Queen,  in  Eaft  Friefiand,  who  made 
himfelf  matter  of  Lien,  and  then  proceeded 
to  furprize  Embden,  the  only  fea  port  under  the 
dominion  of  the  King  of  Pruffia,  which  furren- 
dered  by  capitulation,  without  the  lead;  oppofi- 
tion  •,  the  garrifon,  which  confifted  of  400  men, 
having  mutined  againft  their  officers  •,  becaufe  they 
did  not  think  themfelves  a  fufficient  force  for  the 
defence  of  the  town.  The  French  publiffied  or¬ 
dinances  for  the  fecurity  of  the  religion  and  com¬ 
merce  of  the  city  •,  and  for  prohibiting  the  ex¬ 
portation  of  corn  and  forage  out  of  that  princi¬ 
pality  ;  and  obliged  the  inhabitants  to  take  an  oath 
of  allegiance  to  the  French  King. 

Whatever  were  the  real  motives  of  the  Hano¬ 
verian  backwardnefs  to  attack  the  invaders  of  their 
country,  they  certainly  paid  dear  for  their  inactivity, 
credulity,  or  timidity.  The  French  proceeded  im¬ 
mediately  to  raife  heavy  contributions  in  Hanover 
This  feemed  to  convince  thofe  paffive  or  pufilla- 
nirnous  advocates  for  non-refiftance,  that  it  was 
time  to  embrace  and  follow  more  falutary  advice, 
and  no  longer  to  imagine,  that  their  Electoral  do¬ 
minions  were  fo  fecured,  as  to  have  nothing  to 
fear  from  a  powerful  and  perfidious  neighbour. 

1  The  French  general,  from  his  camp  at  Stadt-Oldendorf, 
fent  to  the  regency  of  Hanover  a  requifition,  dated  21  July, 
demanding  that  deputies  ihould  be  fent  to  his  head  quarters  to 
treat  about  contributions. 

It 


It  was  refolved  to  make  a  ftand  at  Haftenbeck,  A.  D. 
within  a  few  miles  of  Hammelen,  where  it  was  ,7S7‘ 
judged,  that  the  ground  would  deprive  the  enemy  J/naftln? 
of  that  advantage,  they  fo  much  depended  upon,  beck- 
in  regard  to  the  fuperiority  of  their  numbers. 

The  Duke  detached  12,000  men  to  feize  the  im¬ 
portant  pafs  of  Stadt-Oldendorf;  but  the  French 
had  got  poflefiion  of  it  already,  and  a  few  days 
after  drove  the  Hanoverian  parties  from  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Lutford.  Their  camp  was  now  transfer¬ 
red  to  the  fine  plain  of  Stadt  Oldendorf. 

Thefe  were  only  preludes  to  the  main  defign 
of  the  French  •,  which  was  to  force  the  allies  to 
battle.  Accordingly,  as  foon  as  His  Royal  Pligh- 
nefs  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  perceived  the  in¬ 
tention  of  the  enemy  was  to  attack  him,  he  drew 
up  his  little  army  on  the  height  between  the 
Wefer  and  the  woods,  with  his  right  towards  the 
river,  his  left  clofe  to  the  woods  ;  on  the  point 
of  which  he  ere&ed  a  battery  of  12  pounders  and 
haubitzers,  fupported  by  the  hunters  and  two 
battalions  of  grenadiers,  polled  in  the  corner  of 
the  wood,  upon  the  left  of  the  battery,  under  the 
command  of  Major  General  Schulenberg,  with 
the  village  of  Hollenbeck  in  his  front.  There 
was  a  hollow  way  from  the  left  of  the  village  to 
the  battery,  and  a  continual  morafs  on  the  other 
fide  of  Haftenbeck  to  his  right.  In  the  evening 
of  the  24th  he  called  in  all  his  out  polls,  and 
kept  the  whole  army  on  their  arms  all  night ;  on 
the  25th  in  the  morning  the  enemy  advanced  in 
columns,  and  made  an  appearance  to  attack  the 

right 
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right,  the  left,  and  center  at  once ;  but  nothing 
more  was  done  than  a  fevere  cannonade,  which  con¬ 
tinued  all  day,  from  a  train  much  fuperior  to  the 
Duke’s  artillery.  The  next  night  was  alfo  fpent  by 
the  allies,  upon  their  arms :  the  battery  at  the  end 
of  the  wood  was  repaired,  and  Count  Sculenberg 
reinforced  with  a  battalion  of  grenadiers  and  two 
pieces  of  cannon.  He  alfo  ordered  four  more  batta¬ 
lions  of  grenadiers,  under  Major  General  Harden- 
berg,  to  fupport  that  battery  ;  caufed  another  bat¬ 
tery  to  be  erefted  of  12  and  6  pounders,  behind  the 
village  of  Haftenbeck,  and  provided  in  every  re- 
fpedt  to  give  the  enemy  a  warm  reception :  and 
himfelf,  at  day  light,  got  on  horfe  back  to  recon¬ 
noitre  the  pofition  of  the  enemy.  At  five  next 
morning  the  French  renewed  the  cannonade 
which  now  was  levelled  particularly  againft  an 
Hanoverian  battery,  fupported  by  the  Heflian  in¬ 
fantry  and  cavalry.  The  artillery  was  ferved  on 
this  attack  with  great  fury  and  Ikill,  and  the  place 
was  defended  with  extraordinary  refolution  and  in¬ 
credible  bravery.  Between  feven  and  eight  the 
mufquetry  began  to  play  on  the  Hanoverian  left ; 
and  the  cannonading  continued  without  intermif- 
fion  for  fix  hours  ;  when  his  Royal  Highnefs  or¬ 
dered  Major  General  Behr,  with  three  battalions 
of  Brunfwick,  to  fuftain  the  grenadiers  in  the 
woods,  if  necefiary.  The  fire  of  the  fmall  arms 
increafing.  His  Royal  Highnefs  detached  three 
Hanoverian  battalions  and  fix  fquadrons  round  the 
wood  by  Afferde,  who  towards  the  clofe  of  the 
day  furprized  feveral  fquadrons  of  the  enemy,  that 

they 
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they  had  not  time  to  charge,  and  drove  them  back  A-  D- 
to  their  army.  Yet  how  neceffary  and  wife  foevfer 
thofe  difpofitions  were  made  with  the  grenadiers  in 
the  wood,  thofe  troops,  as  foon  as  they  perceived 
the  enemy’s  troops  endeavouring  to  penetrate 
that  way,  quitted  their  pods,  and  joined  the  lefc 
wing.  By  which  mifcondud,  the  French  got 
poffeffion  of  the  Hanoverian  battery  on  the  left 
without  oppofition.  It  is  true  this  afforded  an 
opportunity  for  the  hereditary  Prince  of  Brunf- 
wick,  at  the  head  of  a  battalion  of  Wolfenbuttle 
guards,  and  another  of  Hanoverians,  to  diftin- 
guifh  himfelf,  by  retaking  the  battery,  with  their 
bayonets  fixed,  from  a  much  fuperior  force  of  the 
enemy.  But  the  French  having  got  poffeffiom 
not  only  of  the  woods,  but  of  a  height,  that 
flanked  both  the  lines  of  infantry,  and  the  battery 
ol  the  allies,  and  were  able  to  fupport  their  attack 
under  the  cover  of  a  hill,  his  Royal  Highnefs 
confidering  the  great  fuperiority  of  the  enemy, 
both  in  numbers  and  artillery,  and  that  it  was  im- 
poflible  to  diflodge  them  from  their  poll  without 
expofing  his  own  troops  to  too  great  a  hazard, 
ordered  a  retreat,  and  drew  off  his  army  to  Ha-- 
melen  in  very  good  order. 

This  adion  may  be  faid  to  have  continued  three  Remarks 
days-,  and  was  difputed  with  great  vigour  and  thereon* 
fkill  on  both  fidesj  and  with  fuch  doubtful  fuc- 
cefs,  that  it  is  a  doubt  to  this  day,  which  of  the 
armies  had  a  right  to  claim  the  vidory.  As  for 
the  lofs,  it  was  much  lefs  on  the  fide  of  the  allies. 

T  he  killed,  wounded  and  miffing,  did  not  exceed 
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A.  D.  1454  m.  The  French  according  to  their  own  ac- 
I7S7'  count  loft  20C0  and  upwards.  This  is  certain, 
the  French,  who  marched  into  the  woods  of 
Lauenflein,  were  feized  with  fuch  a  panic,  tnat 
upon  the  bare  imagination  of  being  attacked  by 
the  Hanoverians,  they  fired  upon  one  another : 
fo  that  had  the  grenadiers,  &c.  which  His  Royal 
Highnefs  had  wifely  difpofed  and  Rationed  in  thefe 
woods,  kept  their  polls,  as  they  in  duty  ought  to 
have  done,  they  might  have  improved  that  con- 
flernation  ,  and  by  a  well  regulated  attack  upon 
that  party  of  the  enemy,  their  defeat  might  have 
been  left  undifputed.  But  the  fate  of  this  day 
is  but  one  example  of  many,  that  fhews  how  the 
Hanoverian  miniftry  dilapproved  of  the  meaiures 
taken  by  their  fovereign  for  their  defence.  It  is 
more  than  conjedture,  that  they  would  have  been 
much  better  fatisfied  to  put  themfelves  under  the 
protedlion  of  France,  than  to  join  the  moft  power¬ 
ful  armies  to  defend  their  territories  from  a  French 
invafion. 

In  this  temper  continually,  they  had  by  re¬ 
treating  before  the  enemy,  prevailed  with  the  Duke 
to  come  to  fuch  an  jflue,  that  nothing  but  iupenor 
judgment  in  the  military  art,  could  have  delivered 
his  army,  on  this  occafion,  from  Filling  a  prey  to 
the  enemy.  This  was  a  deliverance  beyond  all 
expedlation  :  and  could  his  Royal  Highnefs  have 
been  at  liberty  to  retire  with  his  army  to  Magde¬ 
burg,  the  French  would  have  felt  their  lofs  in  this 

m  327  killed,  and  1127  wounded  and  milling. 
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acffion  very  feverely  ;  and  foon  have  been  obliged  A.  D. 
to  quit  the  electorate  of  Hanover,  or  to  maintain  175/* 
an  army,  that  would  have  exhaufted  their  finances, 
to  cover  an  acquifition,  not  able  to  pay  the  ex¬ 
pence. 

But  the  fear  they  now  adopted  for  the  archives,  Reafons 
and  many  valuable  effects,  that  had  been  carried tor  retreat“ 
to,  and  depofited  at  Stade,  a  fmall  town#near  the  wards 
mouth  of  the  Elbe,  prevailed  with  His  Royal Stade* 
Highnefs  to  make  all  his  difpofitions  and  marches 
after  this  battle,  to  cover  Stade  from  a  furprize  by 
the  enemy,  in  the  manner  we  have  feen  them  fub- 
due  Embden.  Thus  he  left  a  garrifon  at  Hame- 
len  and  retreated  to  Nienburg,  and  then  to  Hoya : 
in  whofe  neighbourhood  he  encamped  the  remains 
of  his  army,  after  fending  away  all  his  magazines,  Sends  off 
fick  and  wounded,  in  order,  as  he  was  advifed,all!lIS/":kj 

wounded, 

to  cover  Bremen  and  Verden,  and  to  preferve  a  and  maga. 
communication  with  Stade.  An  excellent  fitua-"1  * 
tion  for  the  purpofe,  had  they,  that  infifted  upon 
the  meafure,  provided  him  alfo  with  an  army  ca¬ 
pable  of  difputing  the  ground  with  an  enemy, 
that  was  expedled,  and  upon  their  march,  to  force 
the  way.  But  could  not  be  expe&ed,  in  his  cir- 
cumftances,  to  have  been  lefs  ruinous,  than  will 
be  feen  below. 

Upon  the  Duke’s  retreat  from  Hamelen,  itHameien 
foon  fubmitted  to  the  French,  by  a  capitulation,  to'the^13 
which  did  no  credit  to  the  garrifon  :  for  they  took  French* 
no  care  of  the  fick  and  wounded  ;  who  thereby 
became  prifoners  of  war.  The  French  difmantled 
the  walls,  and  carried  off  60  brafs  cannon,  feverai 
mortars,  40  ovens,  large  quantities  of  provifions 

and 
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A.  D.  and  ammunition,  and  part  of  the  equipage  of  the 
17S7‘  Duke’s  army. 

M.  d’E-  Here  the  French  halted  for  fome  time.  Advice 
feded.Upei"  was  arrived  in  the  French  army,  that  the  Duke 
de  Richelieu  was  appointed,  and  on  his  way  to  fu- 
perfede  M.  d’Etrees,  and  to  take  upon  him  the 
command  of  the  French  army  in  Lower  Saxony  ; 
to  which  poll  he  had  been  raifed  by  court  intrigue^ 
through  the  means  of  Madam  Pompadour,  the 
King  of  France’s  female  favourite.  M.  d’Etrees 
had,  immediately  after  the  battle  of  Haftenbeck, 
detached  4000  men  to  take  poffeftion  of  the  elec¬ 
torate  of  Hanover,  and  to  lay  it  under  contribu¬ 
tion.  The  fame  was  done  in  the  territories  of  the 
Duke  of  Wolfenbuttle,  and  in  many  places  in 
the  duchies  of  Bremen  and  Verden.  But  nothing 
Richelieu  more  was  done  till  Richelieu  arrived  ;  who,  two 
takes Sth"d  days  after  his  arrival  at  Hamelen,  detached  the 
command.  Duke  de  Chevreufe,  with  2000  men,  to  take  pof- 
Takespof-  feffion  of  the  city  of  Hanover;  and  dubbed  him 
Hanover!  governor  of  the  firll  fruits  fince  his  promotion^ 
A  circumftance  appears  in  this  expedition,  which 
gives  a  fhrewd  fufpicion  of  too  good  an  under- 
ftanding  between  the  regency  of  Planover  and  their 
French  invaders :  for,  there  was  not  the  lead  re¬ 
finance  on  the  part  of  the  city  ;  and  the  garrifon 
were  permitted,  after  they  had  laid  down  their 
arms,  to  retire  wherever  they  pleafed,  M.  de 
Contades,  who  was  fent  alfo  with  a  detachment 
to  reduce  the  territories  of  Hefife  Caftle,  was  met 
at  Warburg  by  the  Prince  of  Hefie’s  mailer  of 
the  horfe,  more  like  a  friend  than  an  enemy,  with 
2  alfur- 
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afTurances  that  the  French  Ihould  be  furnilhed 
with  every  thing  the  country  could  afford  ;  and 
the  magiftrates  of  Caffel  prefented  him  with  the 
keys  of  their  city. 

Having  thus  difplayed  a  kind  of  fovereignty  in  Rkhei;? 
Lower  Saxony,  and  made  all  fafe  in  the  rear.  Riche-  the 
lieu  bent  his  thoughts  towards  the  allied  army,army* 
encamped  at  Hoya.  His  motions  were  watched. 

So  that  as  foon  as  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland  was  informed  that  Richelieu  had 
paired  the  Aller,  with  a  large  body  of  troops,  in 
the  night  of  the  24th  of  Auguft,  he  decamped, 
and  ordered  his  army  to  march  and  fecure  the  im¬ 
portant  pafs  and  poll  of  Rothenburg  ;  which  was 
done  the  next  day;  and  he  encamped  again  withAdvan- 
his  whole  army  behind  the  W ummer ;  a  very  ftrong  ”^°uosf 
and  advantageous  fituation,  between  Rothenburg the  allied 


and  Otterfburg. 


army. 


This  motion  of  the  allies  left  Bremen  and  Ver-  Bremen 
den  to  the  mercy  of  the  French,  who  immedittely  ^ 
entered  Verden  ",  and  detached  a  fufficient  force  by  the 
to  take  poffeffion  of  Bremen,  which  opened  her 
gates  to  them  on  the  29th.  Two  principalities, 
for  whofe  fate  the  Hanoverian  miniftry  did  not 
feem  to  be  under  much  concern,  as  not  being  an 
original  part  of  their  eledloral  dominions ;  but  a 
purchafe  made  by  King  George  I 

The  French  halted  again,  till  they  had  feiz- 
ed  all  the  polls  round  the  Duke’s  army ;  which 


n  On  the  26th  of  Auguft. 
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A.  D.  putting  him  under  the  neceffity  of  making  another 
I75^’  march,  to  prevent  his  communication  with  Stade 
The  allied  beino-  cut  0ff .  which  the  Hanoverian  miniftry  in- 

army  retire  t>  7 

to  Stade;  fifted  fhould  be  covered,  at  all  events  ;  His  Royal 
Highnefs  retreated,  firft,  to  Selfingen,  and  from 
thence  under  the  cannon  of  Stade  :  where  His 
Royal  Highnefs  was  made  to  believe.  That  he 
lhould  be  able  to  maintain  his  ground,  between 
'  the  Aller  and  the  Elbe,  and  be  effectually  fup- 
ported  by  four  Englifh  men  of  war,  &c.  which 
at  that  time  lay  at  anchor  off  that  port,  in  cafe 
the  French  would  venture  to  attack  his  army. 
Meafures  In  this  expectation  His  Royal  Highnefs  made 
defence?1"  his  difpofitions,  and  took  his  meafures  for  defence ; 

and  particularly  he  detached  fome  troops  with  ar¬ 
tillery  to  Buck-Schantz,  and  with  orders  to  defend 
that  poft  to  the  laft  extremity.  But  thefe  hopes 
Purfued  by  foon  vanifhed.  The  French  followed  him  ftep  by 
the  French.  ancj  having  cooped  the  allies  up  in  this  cor¬ 

ner,  which  left  no  more  room  for  the  retreat  of  an 
army,  that  was  not  in  a  condition  to  advance ;  (or, 
perhaps  under  fuch  reftraints,  that  the  generaliffimo 
had  it  not  in  his  power  to  rifk  a  battle ;  as  all 
the  world  are  fatisfied  the  Duke  would  have  done, 
both  now  and  long  before,  who  have  the  leaffc 
conception  of  His  Royal  Highnefs’s  valour  and 
impetuofity,  animated  by  the  examples  of  the 
Gain  the  Englifh  achievements  at  Creffy  and  Agincourt) 
ofTheir86  they  hemmed  them  in  on  every  fide,  and,  notwith- 
fituation.  (landing  the  four  men  of  war  in  the  river,  they 
got  poffeffion  of  a  fort  at  die  mouth  of  the  Zwin- 
ga,  which  cut  off  the  Duke’s  communication 

with 


the  late  war.  275 

with  the  Elbe.  Under  this  preffiire  of  the  moft  D. 
hazardous  circumftances,  not  in  a  condition  to  I;s7‘ 
■fight,  not  in  a  fituation  to  retreat,  nor  covered,  as  it 
would  have  been  of  the  utmoft  fervice  at  the  laft 
extremity,  by  a  refpeCtable  fquadron  of  men  of 
war;  and  urged  by  the  Hanoverian  minidry  to  oblige 
accept  of  fuch  terms  of  capitulation,  as  would  l^a“  ^ 
fave  their  men,  fave  their  archives  and  valuable  ? 
effects,  and  by  a  neutrality  clear  their  country 
from  the  misfortunes,  that  always  affliCt  a  feat 
of  war,  which,  indeed,  feemed  to  be  the  whole 
bent  of  their  conduct ;  he  was  forced  to  accept 
of  a  mediation  offered  by  the  King  of  Denmark, 
for  which  his  minifter,  the  Count  de  Lynar,  was 
already  prepared,  and  to  fign  the  following  con¬ 
vention  ;  which  it  will  be  proper  to  give  entire, 
on  account  of  its  confequences,  occafioned  by 

what  the  French  call  an  infraction  of  the  capitula¬ 
tion. 

tl  I  S  Majeftythe  King  of  Denmark,  touch¬ 
ed  with  the  diftreffes  of  the  countries  of 
Bremen  and  Verden,  to  which  he  has  always  grant-  ' 
ed  his  fpecial  protection,  and  being  defirous,  by 
preventing  thofe  countries  from  being  any  longer 
the  theatre  of  war,  to  fpare  alfo  the  effufion  of 
blood  in  the  armies,  which  are  ready  to  difpute  the 
pofTeffion  thereof,  hath  employed  his  mediation 
by  the  miniftry  of  the  Count  de  Lynar.  His 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  Ge¬ 
neral  of  the  army  of  the  allies,  on  the  one  party, 
and  his  excellency  the  Duke  de  Richelieu,  General 
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of  the  French  forces  in  Germany,  on  the  other ; 
in  confideratioo  of  the  intervention  of  his  Danifh 
Majefty,  have  refpeftively  engaged  their  word  of 
honour  to  the  Count  de  Lynar,  to  abide  by  the 
convention  hereafter  fhpulated  ;  and  he,  the  Count 
de  Lynar,  correfpondently  to  the  King  his  mailer’s 
intentions,  obliges  himfelf  to  obtain  the  guaranty 
mentioned  in  the  prefent  convention  :  fo  that  it 
fhall  be  fent  to  him,  with  his  full  powers,  which 
there  was  no  time  to  make  out  in  the  circum- 
ftances,  which  hurried  his  departure. 

Art.  I.  Hoftilities  fhall  ceafe  on  both  Tides 
within  24  hours,  or  fooner  if  poflible.  Orders  for 
this  purpofe  fhall  be  immediately  fent  to  the  de¬ 
tached  bodies. 

II.  The  auxiliary  troops  of  the  army  of  tjie 
Duke  of  Cumberland,  namely,  thole  of  Heffe, 
Brunfwick,  Saxe- Gotha,  and  even  thole  of  the 
Count  de  la  Lippe  Buckebourg,  fhall  be  fent 
home  :  and  as  it  is  neceffary  to  fettle  particularly 
their  march  to  their  feveral  countries,  a  general 
officer  of  each  refpe&ive  nation  fhall  be  fent  from 
the  army  of  the  allies,  with  whom  lhall  be  fettled 
the  rout  of  thole  troops,  the  divifions  they  lhall 
march  in,  their  fubfiftence  on  their  march,  and 
the  paffports  to  be  granted  them  by  his  excellency 
the  Duke  of  Richelieu,  to  go  home  to  their  own 
countries,  where  they  lhall  be  placed  and  diltribu- 
ted  as  ffi all  be  agreed  upon  between  the  court  of 
France  and  their  refpettive  fovereigns. 

III.  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Cumber¬ 
land  obliges  himfelf  to  pafs  the  Elbe  with  that 
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part  of  his  army,  which  he  {hall  not  be  able  A.  D. 
to  place  in  the  city  of  Stade.  That  parr  of  his  I/S7' 
forces,  which  {hall enter  in  garrifon  in  the  faid  city, 
and  which,  it  is  fuppofed,  may  amount  to  between 
four  and  fix  thoufand  men*  {hall  remain  there  un¬ 
der  the  guaranty  of  his  Majefty  the  King  of  Den¬ 
mark,  without  committing  any  aft  of  hoftility  ■, 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  they  {hall  not  be  expofed 
to  any  from  the  French  troops.  In  confequence 
thereof,  commilfaries  named  on  each  fide  {hall 
agree  upon  the  limits  to  be  fixed  round  that  place, 
for  the  conveniency  of  the  garrifon  ;  which  limits 
lhall  not  extend  above  half  a  league,  or  a  league, 
from  the  place,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
ground  or  circumftances,  which  {hall  be  fairly 
fettled  by  the  commififaries.  The  reft  of  the 
Hanoverian  army  flaall  go  to  take  quarters  in  the 
country  beyond  the  Elbe ;  and  to  facilitate  the 
march  of  thofe  troops,  his  excellency  the  Marfhal 
Duke  de  Richelieu  fhall  concert  with  a  general 
officer  fent  from  the  Hanoverian  army,  the  routs 
they  {hall  take,  obliging  himfelf  to  give  the  ne- 
ceftary  paflports  and  fecurity  for  the  free  callage 
of  them  and  their  baggage  to  the  places  of  their 
deftination ;  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland  referving  to  himfelf  the  liberty  of 
negotiating  between  the  two  courts  for  an  exten- 
fion  of  thofe  quarters.  As  to  the  French  troops, 
they  {hall  remain  in  the  reft  of  the  dutchies  of 
Bremen  and  Verden,  till  the  definitive  treaty  of 
the  two  fovereigns. 
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IV.  As  the  aforefaid  articles  are  to  be  executed 
as  foon  as  poffible,  the  Hanoverian  army,  and  the 
the  corps,  which  are  detached  from  it,  particularly 
that  which  is  at  Buck-Schantz,  and  the  neighbour¬ 
hood,  fhall  retire  under  Stade  in  the  fpace  of  48 
hours.  The  French  army  fhall  not  pafs  the  river 
Ofte,  in  the  dutchy  of  Bremen,  till  the  limits  be 
regulated.  It  fhall,  befides,  keep  all  the  pofls 
and  countries,  of  which  it  is  in  poffeflion  ;  and, 
not  to  retard  the  regulation  of  the  limits  to  be  fet¬ 
tled  between  the  armies,  commifTaries  fhall  be 
nominated,  and  fent  on  the  10th  inftant  to  Bre- 
merworden,  by  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland,  and  his  Excellency  the  Marfhal 
Duke  de  Richelieu,  to  regulate,  as  well  the  limits 
to  be  afligned  to  the  French  army,  as  thofe  that 
are  to  be  obferved  by  the  garrifon  at  Stade,  ac¬ 
cording  to  article  III, 

V.  All  the  aforefaid  articles  fhall  be  faithfully 
executed  according  to  their  form  and  tenor,  and 
under  the  faith  of  his  Majefly  the  King  of  Den¬ 
mark’s  guaranty,  which  the  Count  de  Lynar,  his 
minifter,  engages  to  procure. 

Done  at  the  camp  at  Clofter-Seven,  Septem¬ 
ber  8,  1 757, 

Signed  William. 

Separate  Articles. 

Upon  the  reprefentations  made  by  the  Count 
de  Lynar,  with  a  view  to  explain  fome  difpofitions 
made  by  the  prefent  convention,  the  following 
articles  have  been  added ; 

J.  It 
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I.  It  is  the  intention  of  his  Excellency  the 

"  1 7  C  7 

Marfhal  Duke  de  Richelieu,  that  the  allied  troops 
of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Cumberland 
fhall  be  fent  back  to  their  refpedtive  countries  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  form  mentioned  in  the  fecond  ar- 
tide ;  and  that  as  to  their  feparation  and  diftribu- 
tion  in  the  country,  it  fhall  be  regulated  between 
the  two  courts ;  thofe  troops  not  being  confidered 
as  prifoners  of  war. 

II.  It  having  been  reprefented,  that  the  county 
of  Lauenbourg  cannot  accomodate  more  than 
15  battalions  and  fix  fquadrons,  and  that  the  city 
of  Stade  cannot  abfolutely  contain  the  6000  men 
allotted  to  it,  his  Excellency  the  Marfhal  Duke 
de  Richelieu,  being  preffed  by  M.  de  Lynar,  who 
fupported  this  reprefentation  by  the  guaranty  of 
his  Danifh  Majefly,  gives  his  confent ;  and  his 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  engages, 
to  caufe  15  battalions  and  fix  fquadrons  to  pafs 
the  Elbe  ;  and  the  whole  body  of  hunters,  and 
the  remaining  10  battalions  and  28  fquadrons 
fhall  be  placed  in  the  town  of  Stade,  and  the 
places  neareft  to  it,  that  are  within  the  line,  which 
fhall  be  marked  by  polls  from  the  mouth  of 
the  Luhe,  in  the  Elbe,  to  the  mouth  of  the  El- 
merbeck,  in  the  river  Ofte  ;  provided  always,  that 
the  faid  10  battalions  and  28  fquadrons  fhall  be 
quartered  there,  as  they  are  at  the  time  of  figning 
this  convention,  and  fhall  not  be  recruited  under 
any  pretext,  or  augmented  in  any  cafe  and  this 
claufe  is  particularly  guarantied  by  the  Count  de 
Eynar,  in  the  name  of  his  Danifh  Majefly. 
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A-  D-  III.  Upon  the  reprefentation  of  his  Royal 
757‘  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  that  both 
the  army  and  the  detached  corps  cannot  retire  un- 
der  Stade  in  48  hours,  agreeable  to  the  conven¬ 
tion,  his  Excellency  the  Marfhal  Duke  de  Riche¬ 
lieu  hath  fignified,  that  he  will  grant  them  proper 
time,  provided  the  corps  encamped  at  Buck- 
Schantz,  as  well  as  the  army  encamped  at  Bremer- 
worden,  begin  their  march  to  retire  in  24  hours 
after  figning  the  convention.  The  time  necefiary 
for  other  arrangements,  and  the  execution  of  the 
articles  concerning  the  refpeclive  limits,  fhall  be 
fettled  between  Lieutenant  General  Sporcken  and 
the  Marquis  de  Villemur,  firft  Lieutenant  General 
of  the  King’s  army. 

Done,  8fc, 


The  bad 
effect s  of 
this  cspitu- 
latiofl, 


The  immediate  injury  brought  upon  the  allies 
of  Great  Britain  by  this  convention,  for  whole 
common  benefit  and  fervice,  it  had  been  under- 
flood  both  by  the  parliament  and  people,  at  the 
time  the  lupplies  for  an  army  of  obfervation  were 
fo  readily  granted,  this  army  was  embodied  and 
put  in  motion  •,  was  the  deprivation  of  that  aid, 
which  the  King  of  Pruffia  wanted,  and  had  a  right 
to  exped,  from  the  diverfion,  the  army  of  obfer- 
vation  might  have  continued  to  make,  in  the 
field ;  fo  as  to  divide  the  forces  of  the  grand  al¬ 
liance  againft  him  and  the  proteftant  interefl : 
and  the  full  liberty,  in  which  the  French  were 
thereby  left,  to  difpofe  of  their  army  to  affift  the 
Ernprds  Queen  in  the  ruin  of  the  King  of  Pruffia. 
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Had  the  army  of  obfervation,  if  it  was  found  in-  A*  D  • 
adequate  to  the  oppofition  it  met  with  in  the  field,  I?57‘ 
retired  to  the  Pruffian  garrifon  at  Magdeburg  PJ  on  this 
which  could  have  been  done  in  Iefs  time,  and  more  evenU 
Security  >,  and  encamped  under  the  guns  of  that  for- 
trefs,  as  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Cumber¬ 
land  was  defirous  to  do,  the  King  of  Pruflia  would 
have  been  proteXed  by  the  addition  of  38,000 
troops  *,  the  army  of  obfervation  would  have  grown 
more  formidable  to  the  enemy,  on  account  of  its 
Xituation  and  connexions,  and  Hanover  could 
have  had  no  more  to  fear  from  the  French  invader, 
than  what  was  the  neceffary  and  unavoidable  con- 
fequence  of  fuch  a  retreat,  which  ended  in  the 
fhameful  furrender  of  their  arms,  and  a  local  re- 
ftraint  of  their  foldiers. 

The  French  delivered  by  this  convention  from  all  Howad- 
hoftilities  in  this  quarter,  found  themfelves  in  a  con-  tv0a'thtseous 
dition  to  keep  a  fufficient  force  in  the  vicinity  of Fiench* 
Magdeburg,  to  over-awe  the  garrifon,  with  which 
the  M.  Duke  de  Richelieu  remained,  keeping  his 
head  quarters  at  Brunlwick ;  and  to  fend  a  large  re¬ 
inforcement,  under  the  Lieutenant  General  Berchi- 
ni.  He  alfo  ordered  the  gens  d’arms  and  the  other 
troops,  that  were  in  the  Landgravate  of  Hefie 
Cafifel,  to  file  off  to  the  army  under  the  Prince 
of  Soubize ;  which  united  force,  joined  with  the 
Imperial  army  of  execution,  was  intended  to 
drive  the  Pruffians  out  of  Saxony,  and  to  carry 
the  flames  of  war  into  Silefia  and  the  other  domi- 

p  Which  was  no  more  than  a  little  above  100  miles  from 
|iallenheck;  whereas  it  is  above  150  miles  to  Stade. 
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nions  of  Pruffia.  M.  Duke  de  Richelieu  then 
commanded  60  battalions  of  foot,  and  the  greateft 
part  of  the  cavalry  to  attack  the  Pruffian  territories, 
into  which  he,  inperfon,  alfo  entered  foon  after,  with 
1 10  battalions  and  150  fquadrons  and  100  pieces 
of  cannon  near  Wolfcnbuttle,  in  three  columns *, 
which  penetrated  into  Halberftadt  and  Branden- 
burg, plundering  the  towns, exading  contributions, 
and  committing  fuch  exceffes,  that  would  have  dis¬ 
graced  the  military  difeipline  of  a  Heathen  army. 

Here  we  fhall  leave  Germany  and  the  King  of 
Pruffia  expofed,  and  actually  invaded,  and  his 


fituation  more  dangerous  than  ever  :  not  only  the 
French  were  let  loofe  upon  him,  and  were  ravag¬ 
ing  his  unguarded  provinces,  and  pouring  all  their 
force  towards  Saxony  ;  but  the  Ruffians  refumed 
their  march  under  Marffial  Apraxin  and  General 
Fermor,  into  Ducal  Pruffia :  The  Swedes  declared 
againtt  this  King,  who  at  prefent  ftemed  to  be 
unavoidably  crulhed  •,  and  were  ready  to  enter  into 
Pruffian  Pomerania  with  22,000  men.  The  army 
of  execution,  joined  by  the  French  under  the  Prince 
de  Soubife,  undertook  the  recovery  of  Saxony  ; 
and  the  Auftrians  were  at  liberty  to  ad,  with  all 
their  force,  in  conjundion  with  their  allies,  where 
it  fhould  appear  moft  to  their  advantage. 

Nothing  could  be  more  affecting  than  this  ftate 
flow  to  be  of  our  German  allies.  There  was  no  human  help 
relieved.  for  them,  but  in  Great  Britain.  The  only  ques¬ 
tion  was,  whether  it  was  the  duty,  upon  the  faith 
of  treaties  •,  or  the  interef:  of  Great  Britain,  either 
in  regard  to  her  own  fecurity,  or  to  her  commerce. 
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to  affifl  them  in  this  diftrefs  ;  and  to  prevent  their  A- 
deftruftion  by  a  confederacy,  in  which  our  natural  n  ' 
enemy  was  a  principal,  and  the  moll  powerful  party  ? 
and  howfar  our  aid  ought  to  extend  in  thofe  circum- 
ftances  ?  We  fhall  fee  how  this  was  underftood  by 
the  court  and  people  of  Great  Britain,  much  bet¬ 
ter  by  their  future  meafures,  than  by  any  reafon- 
ings  or  fpeculations.  A  national  approbation, 
confirmed  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  people, 
muft  carry  great  weight  on  fuch  a  fubject. 

At  the  entrance  of  Mr.  Pjtt,  a  fecond  time,  Why  Mr, 
into  the  adminiflration,  the  affairs  in  Germany  TotTcquf, 
bore  a  very  different,  nay  a  reverfe  afpedt.  The  * 
King  of  Prufiia  had  beaten  down  all  oppofition,  war. 
and  feemed  to  be  in  a  fair  way  to  force  the  Em- 
prefs  Queen  to  equitable  terms  of  peace,  and  to 
eflablifh  the  tranquillity  of  that  continent.  For, 
by  breaking  the  Auffrian  link  of  the  confederacy, 
it  was  natural  to  fuppofe  that  the  other  powers,  in 
that  league,  would  withdraw  their  forces,  and  re- 
linquifh  their  pretenfions ;  and  that  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  the  Germanic  liberties,  in  any  branch  of 
the  Roman  Empire,  would  have  become  the  inte- 
reft  and  care  of  the  whole  body.  The  Swedes  had 
not  begun  to  ftir.  The  Ruffians  were  at  a  ftand. 

The  army  of  the  Empire  was  affembled  with 
much  difiike,  fo  as  to  render  its  fervice  very 
doubtful :  And  the  French,  whofe  operations  and 
{meafures  more  nearly  attracted  the  attention  of 
the  Britifh  nation,  did  not  feem  to  be  purfuing  any 
objedl,  adequate  to  their  prodigious  armies,  beyond 
the  Rhine;  and  therefore  to  be  looked  upon  as  a 
2  feint 
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A.  D.  feint  to  draw  the  Britifh  councils  into  meafures  in- 


I/5/'  jurious  to  the  American  war. 


The  Britifh  court  and  parliament  had  done  all, 
that  was  thought  neceflary  and  incumbent  upon 
them,  for  their  allies,  under  thefe  circumftances. 
The  King  of  Pruflia  allied  for  relief  in  money. 
It  was  granted.  Hanover  required  adlual  defence. 
An  army  of  40,000  veteran  troops  was  hired  for 
that  lervice,  and  the  King  of  Great  Britain’s  only 
furviving  fon  was  fent  to  command  it.  Which 
in  the  condition  the  King  of  Pruffia  was  at  that 
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in  the  quarrels  of  the  Germans,  and  die  was 
marching  her  great  armies  to  increafe  thofe  dis¬ 
turbances  .  And  it  was  the  mod:  effectual  way  to 
fave  Germany  from  the  power  of  French  armies, 
by  cutting  them  out  work  for  the  defence  of  their 
own  fhores. 

The  minifter  carried  this  plan  of  operations ;  How  dif- 
butnot  without  fome  feint  druggies  by  the  advo-  counse  * 
cates  for  more  vigorous  meafures  by  land.  For, 
though  they  had  nothing  to  alledge  againft  the 
utility,  they  pretended,  that  it  was  a  kind  of 
cowardly,  weak  and  immethodical  war,  unbecom¬ 
ing  a  brave  people.  And  fbme  of  thefe  carried 
their  diflike  fo  far,  without  doors,  as  to  decline 
the  commands  offered  to  them  in  thofe  expedi¬ 
tions  ;  which  was  thought  to  be  the  fecret  caufe 
why  our  naval  armaments  againft  the  coafts  of 
France  were  not  always  attended  with  the  expect¬ 
ed  fuccefs. 

The  ftrft  expedition  or  armament  of  this  kind  Expedition 
r  againfr 

was  fitted  out  againft  Rochefort ;  which  was  re-  Rochefort, 
prefented  to  be  in  a  very  defencelefs  condition ; 
and,  if  taken,  or  deftroyed  by  our  arms,  would 
give  a  finifhing  blow  to  the  naval  power  of  France ; 
and  at  all  events,  would  oblige  the  court  of  France 
to  recall  a  confiderable  part  of  their  armies  from 
Germany  to  guard  their  own  coafts  from  infultand 
ruin. 

The  importance  of  this  place,  which  is  fituate  Its  import* 
near,  and  very  little  inferior  to,  Breft  in  its  docks, anCv'' 
yards,  magazines  of  naval  ftores,  and  in  the 
number  of  King’s  fhips  fitted  out  from  thence, 
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A.  D.  was  a  fufficient  objed  of  an  expedition.  And  its 

1 7  C7  * 

defencelefs  (late  was  fo  well  attefted,  that,  it  would 
have  been  deemed  an  overfight  in  a  minifter  to 
negled  or  to  difregard  the  information. 

Why  pro-  The  original  defign  arofe  from  the  intelligence 

pofed.  0f  one  Captain  Clerk,  a  worthy,  intelligent  and 
fkilful  land-officer,  who,  in  a  letter  to  9  Sir  John 
Ligonier,  and  by  him  tranfmitted  to  Mr.  Secre¬ 
tary  Pitt  5  which  was  penned  by  Captain  Clerk, 
by  order,  and,  in  purfuance  of  feveral  previous 
meetings  and  conferences  on  that  fubjed,  laid 
down  the  particulars,  that  were  fuppofed  to  favour 
an  attack  or  furprize  of  Rochefort. 

“SIR, 

Captain  “IN  returning  from  Gibraltar,  in  1754,  I  went 
count  of  along  part  of  the  weftern  coaft  of  France, 

lion.°ndi*  “  t0  ^ee  the  condicion  of  feme  of  their  fortifica- 
“  tions  of  their  places  of  importance,  on  purpofe 

“  t0  judge>  if  an  attempt  could  be  made  with  a 
“  probability  of  fuccefs,  in  cafe  of  a  rupture,  and 
“  °f  French  drawing  away  their  troops  to 
“  Flanders,  Italy  and  Germany,  in  the  fame  man-* 
“  ner  they  did  in  the  laft  war. 

“  I  had  heard,  that  Rochefort,  though  a  place 
ct  of  the  utmofl  importance,  had  been  very  much 
“  negleded,  I  went  there,  and  waited  upon  the 
“  governor  in  my  regimentals,  told  him,  that  I 
“  was  upon  my  way  to  England  from  Gibraltar ; 
V  and>  that  I  came  on  purpofe  to  fee  the  place, 

“  the 


*  Dated  the  15th  of  July  1757. 
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“  the  dock  and  the  men  of  war.  He  was  very 
“  polite  *,  I  was  (hewed  every  thing  went  aboard 
“  ten  (hips  of  the  line  new  built;  and,  an  en- 
“  gineer  attended  me  in  going  round  the  place. 

“  I  was  furprifed  to  find,  that  though  there 
“  was  a  good  rampart  with  a  revetement,  the 
tc  greateft  part  of  it  was  not  flanked  but  with  re- 
“  dans  ;  that  there  was  no  outworks ;  no  covert- 
“  way,  and  in  many  places  no  ditch  ;  fo  that  the 
“  bottom  of  the  wall  was  feen  at  a  diftance : 
‘c  That  in  other  places  where  the  earth  had  been 
“  taken  out  to  form  the  ramparts  there  was  left 
about  them  a  good  height  of  ground,  which 
was  a  difadvantage  to  the  place  :  That  for  above 
the  length  of  a  front  there  was  no  rampart,  or 
“  even  intrenchment ;  but  as  the  ground  was  low 
“  and  marfhy  at  that  place,  being  next  the  river, 
“  there  were  fome  fmall  ditches,  which  were  dry, 
“  however,  at  low  water  ;  yet  the  bottom  remain- 
ed  muddy  and  flimy. 

“  Towards  the  river  there  was  no  rampart,  no 
**  parapet,  no  batteries  on  either  fide.  Towards 
“  the  land-fide  there  was  fome  high  ground  very 
nigh  the  place,  perhaps  at  the  diftance  of  about 
150  or  200  yards. 

“  The  engineer  told  me,  that  the  place  had 
remained  in  that  condition  for  above  70  or  80 
“  years. 

“  1  got  no  plan  of  the  place,  and  put  nothing 
“  down  in  writing ;  for  I  found  that  the  whole 
town  had  been  talking  of  me,  and  thought  it 

“  very 
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u  very  extraordinary  that  I  fhould  be  allowed  to 
“  go  about  and  fee  every  thing. 

“  I  burnt  even  fome  fketches  and  remarks  I 
“  had  by  me,  upon  other  places,  that  they  might 
“  have  no  hold  of  me,  in  cafe  they  fearched  my 
“  baggage,  and  therefore  could  only  expofe 
«  themfelves,  as  I  had  done  nothing,  but  what 
“  was  open,  above  board,  and  with  permiffion. 

“  However,  as  to  utility,  I  was  as  much  fa- 
«  tisfied,  as  if  I  had  got  a  plan:  in  regard  of  the 
«  profile  indeed,  I  have  thought  fince,  that  it 
«  would  not  have  been  amifs  if  I  had  known  for 
“  certain  the  exadl  height  of  the  rampart.  I 
“  think  that  it  could  not  well  exceed  twenty -five 
“  feet.  In  Martiniere’s  Geographical  Didlionary, 
“  it  is  called  only  twenty  feet  high ;  perhaps  the 
“  parapet  is  not  included. 

“  I  told  your  excellency,  that  I  had  never  feen 
«  any  plan  of  the  place :  but  as  there  had  been 
<l  no  alteration  in  the  works  for  fo  many  years,  I 
“  made  no  queftion,  but  that  fome  old  plan  of  it 
“  might  be  found,  which  would  correfpond  ex- 
“  a<5tly  with  what  I  faid.  In  the  Forces  de  L’Eu- 
«  rope,  which  I  have,  there  is  no  plan  of  Roche- 
“  fort;  but  I  found  one  in  the  Duke  of  Argyle’s 
“  edition,  which  I  borrowed,  and  fiiewed  to  your 
“  excellency.  It  agrees  exadtly  with  what  I  faid, 
«  and  with  the  fketch  I  drew  of  it  before  you* 
“  from  my  memory,  except  that  a  regular  ditch 
“  is  reprefented  every  where,  which  is  not  the 
“  cafe. 

“  The 
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u  The  river  may  be  about  130  yards  broad.  A.  D. 
“  The  entrance  is  defended  by  two  or  three  fmall  1?57' 
“  redoubts,  whicii  I  did  not  fee,  nor  could  I 
“  venture  even  to  go  down  and  examine  the 
“  coaft. 

What  I  mentioned  to  your  excellency  of 
“  the  method  of  infulting  the  place,  confidering 
“  it  upon  the  footing  of  an  immediate  affaultj  I 
“  have  not  put  down ;  for,  though  it  may  be 
“  reafoned  upon  in  a  general  view,  yet  many  things 
“  can  only  be  fixed  and  determined  on  the  fipot.  I 
“  was  told j  that  there  are  never  any  troops  at 
“  Rochefort,  but  the  marines.  There  might  be 
“  about  a  thoufand  at  that  time. 

“  By  the  expedition  to  Port  L’Orient  in  1745, 

“  it  appeared  to  me,  that  the  country  people  in 
“  arms  are  very  little  better  than  our  own  ;  and 
“  that  an  officer  who  pofiefies  himfelf,  might 
“  march  fairly  from  one  end  of  a  province  to  an- 
“  other,  with  only  five  companies  of  grenadiers, 

“  where  there  are  no  regular  troops.  They  ima- 
“  gine  at  firft,  that  they  can  fight,  and  their  in- 

tentions  are  good  till  it  comes  to  the  point, 

<<jwhen  every  body  gives  way  aimoft  before  the 
<l  firing  of  a  platoon. 

“  In  writing  this  I  have  obeyed  with  pleafure, 
f4  as  I  have  always  done  your  excellency’s  com- 
“  mands. 

<c  I  am,  &c. 

R.  Clerk.’9 
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The  verbal  account  of  this  proj,e£t  being  thus 
reduced  into  form,  it  was  laid,  by  Mr.  Pitt,  be¬ 
fore  the  lords  of  the  cabinet ;  and  the  matter 
thereof  afterwards  made  the  fubjedt  of  two  nights 
converfation  j  Sir  John  Mordaunt  and  Major-Ge¬ 
neral  Conway  examining,  and  almolt  crofs-exa- 
mining  Mr.  Clerk,  concerning  every  matter  con¬ 
tained  therein,  and  a  great  deal  more  that  the  let¬ 
ter  led  to,  particularly  about  laying  a  ihip  to 
Fort  Fouras r  5  about  the  proper  artillery,  that 
would  be  necefiary  to  attack  Rochefort  in  form ; 
and  about  the  future  deftination  of  the  faid  arma¬ 
ment  again!!  Port  L’Orient,  Bourdeaux,  &c.  in 
cafe  either  of  fuccefs  at  Rochefort  or  Aix,  or  of 
the  impracticability  of  its  firft  objeCt. 

In  thefe  conferences  or  conlultations  they  not 
only  canvafied  Mr.  Clerk’s  intelligence,  and  ex¬ 
amined  him  clofely,  as  an  engineer,  that  had 
been  upon  the  fpot,  but  they  examined  Jofeph 
Tierry,  a  French  pilot,  touching  the  practicabi¬ 
lity  of  an  attempt  upon  Rochefort,  Fouras,  and 
the  iile  of  Aix ;  who,  in  the  prefence  of  Lord 
Anion,  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  Lieutenant-General 
Sir  John  Mordaunt,  Major-General  Conway,  Lord 
Holdernefs,  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt,  General  Ligo- 
nier,  Admiral  Knowles,  and  Captain  Clerk,  de¬ 
clared,  “That  he  was  a  French  proteftant,  and  had 
been  a  pilot  twenty  years,  and  upward,  on  the 
coait  of  France,  and  had  ferved  as  firft  pilot  on 

r  See  Major-General  Conway’s  evidence  on  the  trial  of  Sir 
John  Mordaunt. 
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board  feveral  of  the  French  King’s  fhips :  that  he 
had  been  twenty-two  months  on  board  the  Mag- 
nanime,  and  had  brought  that  very  fliip  feveral 
times  into  the  road  of  the  ifle  d’Aix  :  that  he  was 
well  acquainted  how  to  go  in  and  out  of  the 
faid  road :  that  the  channel  between  the  iflands  of 
Rhee  and  Oleron  is  three  leagues  broad,  and  that 
he  had  turned  it  in  and  out  in  the  Magnanime :  that 
the  fhoals,  which  are  to  be  avoided,  are  near  the 
land ;  and  that  the  breakers  could  be  feen  at  a 
confiderable  diftance.  He  further  faid,  that  the 
lhoal,  called  the  Boiard,  is  not  very  dangerous  i 
becaufe  the  breakers  Ihew  its  fituation :  that  the 
entrance  into  the  road  of  Aix  is  not  fo  difficult,  as 
to  require  a  pilot  to  bring  in  great  fhips ;  and  that 
there  is  good  anchorage,  both  within  the  road  and 
out  at  fea,  in  twelve  and  fourteen  fathom  water, 
quite  to  Bayonne.” 

Being  interrogated  particularly  concerning  the 
Ifle  of  Aix,  Tierry  declared,  “  That  the  Ifle  of 
Aix  meafures  about  fix  Engliffi  miles  in  circumfe¬ 
rence  ;  that  there  was  a  kind  of  village,  confifting 
of  about  forty  houfes  or  huts,  with  a  battery  of 
twenty-four  or  twenty-fix  guns,  twenty-four 
pounders,  but  no  fortification  on  the  ifland  :  That 
the  largefl:  fhips  might  come  very  near  it ;  and 
that  the  Magnanime  alone  might  deftroy  the  faid 
battery  in  a  very  fhort  time.” 

Being  examined  in  regard  to  the  approaches 
that  might  be  made  with  our  fhips  and  men  againrt: 
Rochefort,  he  anfwered,  “  That  though  the  river  is 
very  narrow,  the  largeft  fhips  could  go  up  as  far 
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as  Vergerot,  two  Englifli  miles  from  the  mouth 


of  the  river :  that  men  might  be  landed  to  the 
north  of  a  battery  called  de  Fouras,  out  of  fight 
of  the  fort,  on  a  meadow  where  the  ground  is 
firm  and  level,  and  within  random  (hot  of  the  fhip 
guns :  that  from  the  landing  place  to  Rochefort, 
is  five  Englifli  miles ;  the  road  dry,  and  not  tra¬ 
velled  or  impeded  by  ditches  or  morafs  :  and  that 
the  city  is  almoft  furrounded  with  a  rampart  •,  but 
that  on  both  fides,  in  that  place,  which  ends  at 
the  river,  there  is  no  wall,  for  the  length  of  fixty 
paces  •,  the  inclofure  being  only  a  bar  or  palifade, 
and  the  ground,  to  come  up  to  the  palifade,  not 
interfeded  by  any  fofie.” 

This  pilot  added  many  more  particulars  ;  and 
underwent  a  long  and  clofe  examination  for  two 
hours  together;  throughout  which  he  eftabliflied 
the  fads  with  a  readinefs  and  prefence  of  mind, 
that  few  men  in  higher  life  are  equal  to 
TUe  a&ual  Their  next  confideration  was  to  examine  evi¬ 
dences*  concerning  the  internal  firength,  or  the 
land  force  then  adually  in  France,  and  where  fta- 
tioned.  For  this  purpofe,  there  was  produced  a 
memorial  of  the  adual  force  of  France  by  land, 
and  the  fervices,  on  which  it  was  employed,  in 
the  year  1757.  Mr.  Pitt  informed  the  generals 
appointed  for  this  expedition  to  the  coafi:  of  France, 
and  who  met  at  Lord  Holdernefie’s  houfe,  that  the 
memorial  to  be  confidered  did  come  through  Lord 
Holdernefie’s  department,  and  had  been  intro- 


foice  ot 
Fiance. 


See  Sir  John  Mordaunt’s  trial,  page  0,  29,  &c. 
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duced  by  his  lordlhip  at  a  meeting,  where  Sir  A.  D. 
John  Mordaunt  and  Major-General  Conway  were  1757' 
prefent :  that  it  was  a  paper  on  which  much  re¬ 
liance  was  had  by  the  King’s  fervants,  as  coming 
from  one  of  their  moll  confiderable  correfpond- 
ents,  to  which  they  gave  much  credit. 

The  memorial  fets  forth,  “  That  the  French 
“  army,  at  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  troubles, 

“  confifted  only  of  157,347  men,  not  including 
“  the  militia  and  the  invalids :  and  that  it  was 
“  compoled  in  the  following  manner-: 


French  foot  - - - 

9S’33° 

Artillery  -  — 

4,100 

Foreign  foot  ■ - 

25,589 

King’s  houfhold  horle 

3,210 

French  horfe  - - 

14,520 

Foreign  horfe  - - 

960 

Dragoons  : - 

7,680 

Huflars  - - 

800 

Light  tropps  r — 

2,158 

i57>347 

“  That  in  the  month  of  Auguft  1755,  an  aug- 
“  mentation  was  made  of  four  companies  of  forty- 
“  five  men  each,  in  every  battalion  of  the  King’s 
“  regiment ;  and  of  four  companies  of  forty  men 
“  each,  in  every  common  battalion  of  French 
‘■‘foot,  which  made  in  all  29,620  men:  and 
“  that  about  the  fame  time  there  was  an  augmen- 
“  tation  made  in  the  dragoons,  which  made  up 
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44  every  regiment  four  fquadrons  of  640  men, 
44  making  in  all  2560  men.  That  in  the  month 
44  of  December,  of  the  fame  year  1755,  there 
“  was  alfo  an  augmentation  made  of  ten  men  to 
44  every  company  of  horfe,  in  all  5560  men  j 
44  without  reckoning  the  royal  volunteers  and 
44  Fifcher’s  troops,  which  were  alfo  augmented, 
44  according  to  .the  bell  advices,  with  about  680 
44  men,  or  thereabout,  the  number  not  being  ex- 
44  a£Uy  known.  So  that  thefe  feveral  augmenta- 
44  tions  amounted  to  38,420  men,  and  confer 
44  quently,  that  the  French  army  did  then  amount 
44  to  296,000  men,  without  reckoning  the  militia 
44  and  the  invalids.  They  alfo  had  raifed  two  new 
44  regiments  in  the  county  of  Liege ;  but  notwith- 
“  Handing  that,  their  regular  troops  were  under 
44  200,000  men. 

44  Of  which  the  iflands  of  Minorca  and  Cor- 
44  fica,  with  the  colonies  in  America,  take  up 
44  25,000  men,  at  leaft  :  three  or  four  thoufand 
44  men  were  embarked  this  fpring  for  different 
14  fervices  in  the  two  Indies.  M.  d’Etrees  army, 
t:  if  the  regiments  were  complete,  would  amount 
44  to  92,000  men  ;  and  M.  Duke  de  Richelieu’s 
44  to  32,665  •,  and  fix  or  7000  men  mull  be  allow- 
44  ed  for  garrifons  at  Toulon,  Marfeilles,  Cotte, 
44  Antibes,  &c.  for  the  prote&ion  of  that  part  of 
44  the  coall. 

44  That  according  to  this  calculation  there  mull 
44  be  160,000  regular  troops  employed,  and  no 
11  more  than  about  40,000  men  remain  for  all 
Sf  the  garrifqns  from  Sedan  to  the  frontiers  of 

44  Swif- 
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“  Swiflerland  ;  and  alfo  for  thofe  of  Roufillon  and  A •  D- 
«  Guiame,  without  fpeaking  of  Flanders  and  the 
s‘  coaft. 

«  Then  reckon  about  20,000  placed  from  St. 

“  Valery  to  Pergue,  and  there  is  all  the  reafon  to 
“  believe  that  there  can  be  no  more  than  1,0,000 
“  men  Rationed  from  St.  Valery  to  Bourdeaux.” 

The  objed  being  fixt,  after  a  due  enquiry  into  The  prepa- 
the  fituation  and  Rrength  of  the  place,  and  of  the  thisTxpe°- 
internal  weaknefs  of  the  coaft-,  the  next  Rep  wasdmon- 
for  the  miniRer  to  provide  a  Rrength  equal  to  the 
ferViCe,  and  to  Expedite  the  execution  thereof  with 
the  greateR  fecrefy  and  difpatch. 

The  following  fhips  and  commanders  were  im-  in  (hips, 
mediately  appointed  for  this  expedition. 


Rates. 

iR 

2d 


l 


Gun's.  Men.  Ships.  Commanders. 

100  870  Royal  George  Matt.  Buckle 


90  780  Ramillies 
770  Neptune 
750  Namur 


84  770  Royal  Will"1. 
80  700  Barfleur 
80  666  Prfs.  Amelia. 
74.  700  Magnanime 
74  700  Torbay 
600  Dublin 
70  520  Burford 
64  500  Alcide 
60  420  America 
420  Achilles 
420  Medway 
420  Dunkirk 

T  4 


James  Hobbs 
JamesGalbraith 
Peter  Dennis 
Witt.  Taylor 
Samuel  Graves 
Stephen  Colby 
H  on.  R.  Howe 
Hon.  A.  Keppel 
Geo.  B,  Rodney 
James  Young 
James  Douglas 
Hon.  J\  Byron 
H.L.  Barrington 
Hon.Ch.  Proby 
Robert  D.gby 
5th 
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Rates.  Guns. 

Men.  Ships. 

Commanders, 

5  th  3 2 

220  Southampton 

'  J.  Gilchrifl: 

6th  28 

200  Coventry 

Carr.  Scrope 

Frigate  18 

120  Cormorant 

Benj.  Clive 

1 20  Poflillion 

William  Cooper 

120  Beaver 

Edvv.  Gafcoigne 

1 6 

80  Pelican 

James  O’Hara 

14 

So-  Elcort 

Charles  Inglifs 

Bomb  8 

60  Fired  rake 

Owen  Edwards 

6q  Infernal 

Jas.  Mc  Kenzie 

Firelhip 

45  Pluto 

John  Lindfey 

45  Proferpine 

Francis  Bank? 

Bufs  6 

45  Canterbury 

Tho.  Lampriere 

*  The  Southampton  having  taken  a  frigate  in  the  way  to 
Bafque  road,  was  ordered  to  carry  her  prize  into  port,  and 
by  that  means  was  prevented  in  the  further  executing  of  the 
orders  of  this  expedition.  The  account  of  this  engagement 
does  honour  to  the  Britifh  naval  hiftory,  as  here  defcribed  by 
an  eye  witnefs.  This  French  frigate  of  26  guns  and  zoo 
picked  men,  being  a  prime  failor,  was  fent  out  to  watch  thp 
motion  of  our  fleet;  but  falling  in  the  calm,  and  not  having 
equal  number  pf  boats  to  tow  her,  the  Southampton  came  up 
with  her;  who  at  firft  made  a  feint  pf  Iheerjng  off:  Captain 
Gilchrifl  was  at  breakfall,  andcooly  ordered  his  men  tobreak- 
faft  alfo,  making  off,  gave  him  time  to  prepare,  and  the 
Frenchman  crowding  all  his  fail,  eagerly  purfued ;  when  thp 
Southampton  laying  too,  to  peceive  him,  never  was  there  a 
piore  refolute  engagement  for  twenty  minutes:  the  officers  of 
the  French  were  all  killed,  two  of  them  by  the  fame  {hot  pf 
a  blunderbufs,  by  Captain  Gilchrift’s  own  hand;  the  men 
fought  each  other  with  handfpokes;  and  when  the  French 
had  drunk,  jvhat  remained  were  fq  able  feamen,  that  they 
derided  the  mean  appearance  of  ours,  though  their  conquerors. 
The  Southampton  received  fo  much  damage  in  this  aflion, 
that  fhe  was  obliged  to  return  to  England  to  repair. 

4-5  Medway 
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45  Medway  Charles  Lucas  17S7* 
Hof.  fhip  22  100  Thetis  John  Moutray 
Hunter  cutter" 


This  naoft  refpe&able  fleet  was  committed  to  Admirals, 
the  care  of  Admiral  Knowles  of  the  red  divifion. 
Admiral  Hawke  of  the  blue  divifion,  and  Admi¬ 
ral  Broderick  of  the  white  divifion  :  in  which 
commiffion  Admiral  Hawke  bore  the  chief  com¬ 
mand  at  fea. 

The  land  forces  were  alfo  appointed,  and  or-  Land 
dered  to  rendezvous  on  the  Ifle  of  Wight;  and  aimy* 
confided  of 

Ten  battalions  of  700  each  complete  7000  men 
Two  battalions  of  marines,  viz.  Ef¬ 
fingham’s  and  Stewart’s,  700  each  1400 
One  troop  of  light  horfe  - -  60 


8460 


This  army  was  fupported  by  the  following  train  Artillery, 
of  artillery : 


Proportion 


Ordnance  heavy 
Brafs  mounted  on  travellin 


carriages,  compleated  with  >  24  pounders  —  6 
Limbers,  &c.  \ 


Ordnance  light 


J3rafs  mounted  on  travelling  ' 

carriages,  with  Limbers,  6  pounders  —  1 


10 


ammunition  boxes  and  3 


6 


elevating  ficrews. 

u  There  was  alfo  the  Jafon,  a  40  gun  (hip,  employed  as  a 
tranfport  for  the  Buffs.  And  the  Chefferfield  man  of  war  to 


Howitzers 
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der. 

Horfes, 


Tranf- 

ports. 


Place  of 
rendez¬ 
vous. 


Comman¬ 
der  in 
chief. 
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Howitzers  - -  —  5  4  Inches  —  2 

f  10  Inches  - - >  % 

Mortars  on  their  beds  1 —  <  8 -  - -  2 

(_  4  4  cohorns  —  20 

N.  B.  The  artillery  carried  100  ton  of  gun¬ 
powder,  and  each  regiment  carried  1,100  lb. 
ditto.  In  which  fervice  there  were  em¬ 
ployed  40  horfes. 

For  the  conveyance  of  thefe  troops,  See.  there 
were  hired  55  tranfports,  making  in  all  15,000, 
contracted  for  eleven  months  certain,  viz.  from 
20  Auguft  1757  to  the  20th  of  July  1758,  at 
the  rate  of  13s.  per  ton-,  with  an  exception  to 
their  going  either  to  America,  Africa  or  the  Eaft 
Indies.  Each  tranfport  was  obliged  to  have  500 
fathom  of  cable  w. 

Every  thing  being  thus  difpatched  with  the 
greateft  expedition,  the  men  of  war  well  manned 
and  ready  to  fail  upon  the  firft  notice;  the  land 
forces  rendezvoufed  on  the  He  of  Wight,  and  the 
tranfports  all  taken  up-,  his  Majefty  appointed 
Sir  John  Mordaunt,  Knight  of  the  Bath,  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  over  the  land  forces,  to  be  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  fecret  expedition  ;  and  gave  him  the 
following  instructions,  for  his  better  difeharge 
of  that  great  and  important  trull. 


GEORGE,  R. 

ifl.\7"OU  fhall  immediately,  upon  the  receipt 
of  thefe  inftruftions,  repair  to  the  Ifle 
Mordaum.  of  Wight,  where  we  have  appointed  (hips  to  con- 

w  It  "ppcars  by  the  books  of  the  admiralty  that  this  was 
t'ne  fiffeft  feet,  with  the  heavieft  weight  of  metal  and  beft 
found,  that  ever  failed  from  the  Britiih  nation. 

4 
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vey  you,  and  the  forces  under  your  command,  to  A •  D- 
the  coaft  of  France  ;  and  fo  foon  as  the  faid  forces 
fhall  be  embarked,  you  {hall  accordingly  proceed, 
without  lofs  of  time,  under  convoy  of  a  fquadron 
of  our  fhips  of  war,  commanded  by  our  trufty 
and  well- beloved  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  Knight  of 
the  Bath,  admiral  of  the  blue  fquadron  of  our 
fleet;  whom  we  have  appointed  commander  in 
chief  of  our  {hips  to  be  employed  in  this  expedi¬ 
tion  ;  the  faid  admiral,  or  the  commander  in  chief 
of  our  faid  {hips  for  the  time  being,  being  in- 
ftructed  to  co-operate  with  you,  and  to  be  aiding 
and  affyting  in  all  fuch  enterprizes,  as,  by  thefe 
our  inftrudlions,  you  {hall  be  directed  to  under¬ 
take  for  our  fervice. 

2d.  Whereas  we  have  determined,  with  the 
bleflingof  God,  to  profecute  the  juft  war  in  which 
we  are  engaged  againft  the  French  King,  with  the 
utmoft  vigour;  and  it  being  highly  expedient, 
and  of  urgent  neceffity,  to  make  fome  expedition, 
that  may  caufe  a  diverfion,  and  engage  the  enemy 
to  employ  in  their  own  defence,  a  cOnfiderable 
part  of  their  forces,  deftined  to  invade  and  op- 
prels  the  liberty  of  the  empire,  and  to  fubvert 
the  independency  of  Europe  ;  and,  if  poflible,  to 
make  fome  effectual  impreffion  on  the  enemy, 
which,  by  difturbing  and  fhaking  the  credit  of 
their  public  loans,  impairing  the  ftrength  and  re- 
fources  of  their  navy,  as  well  as  difconccrting, 
and,  in  part,  fruftrating  their  dangerous  and  ex- 
tenfive  operations  of  war,  may  reflect  luftre  on 
our  arms,  and  add  life  and  ftrength  to  the  com¬ 
mon 
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mon  caufe  ;  and  whereas  we  are  perfuaded,  that 
nothing,  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs,  can 
fo  fpeedily  and  effectually  annoy  and  diftrefs 
France,  as  a  fuccefsful  enterprize  againft  Roche¬ 
fort  ;  our  will  and  pleafure  is,  that  you  do  at¬ 
tempt,  as  far  as  it  Jhall  be  found  practicable,  a  de- 
fcent,  with  the  forces  under  your  command,  on 
the  French  coafl,  at  or  near  Rochefort,  in  order 
to  attack,  if  practicable,  and  by  a  vigorous  im- 
preffion,  force  that  place ;  and  to  burn  and  de- 
ftroy,  to  the  utmoft  of  your  power,  all  docks, 
magazines,  arfenals,  and  flipping,  that  fhall  be 
found  there,  and  exert  fuch  other  efforts,  as  you 
fhall  judge  moft  proper  for  annoying  the  enemy. 

3d.  After  the  attempt  on  Rochefort  fhall  either 
have  fucceeded  or  failed ;  and  in  cafe  the  circum- 
lfances  of  our  forces  and  fleet  fhall,  with  profpeft 
of  fuccefs,  flill  admit  of  further  operations,  you 
are  next  to  conflder  Port  E’Orient  and  Bourdeaux, 
as  the  moft  important  objects  of  our  arms,  on 
the  coafl  of  France-,  and  our  will  and  pleafure  is, 
that  you  do  proceed  iucceflively  to  an  attempt  on 
both,  or  either  of  thole  places,  as  fhall  be  judged 
practicable;  or  on  any  other  place  that  fhall  be 
thought  moft  advifeable,  from  Bourdeaux  home¬ 
ward  to  Havre,  in  order  to  carry  and  lpread, 
with  as  much  rapidity  as  may  be,  a  warm  alarm 
along  the  maritime  provinces  of  France. 

4th.  In  cafe,  by  the  blefling  of  God  upon  our 
arms,  you  fhall  make  yourfelf  mailer  of  any  place 
on  the  coafl  of  France,  our  will  and  pleafure  is, 
that  you  do  not  keep  poflcfhon  thereof;  but 

that, 
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that,  after  demoliffiing  and  dedroying,  as  far  as 
may  be,  all  works,  defences,  magazines,  arfenals,  ij5‘ 
Chipping,  and  naval  dores,  you  do  proceed,  fuc- 
cefllvely,  on  the  ulterior  part  of  this  expedition, 
according  as  any  of  them  Jhall  be  judged  advifeable , 
and  may  be  performed  within  fuch  time  as  lhall 
be  confident  with  your  return  with  the  troops 
under  your  command,  fo  as  to  be  in  England  at, 
or  about,  or  as  near  as  may  be,  the  latter  end  of 
September,  unlefs  the  circumdances  of  our  forces 
and  fleet  fhall  neceflarily  require  their  return 
fooner ;  and  you  are  to  land  the  troops  at  Portf- 
mouth,  or  fuch  other  of  our  ports,  as  the  exigen¬ 
cy  of  the  cafe  may  fugged. 

5th.  Whereas  it  is  necefiary,  that,  upon  certain 
occafions,  you  Ihould  have  the  affifiance  of  a 
council  of  war,  we  have  thought  fit  to  appoint 
fuch  a  council,  which  fhall  confifl  of  four  of  our 
principal  land  officers,  and  of  an  equal  number 
of  our  principal  fea  commanders,  including  the 
commanders  in  chief  of  our  land  and  fea  forces, 
(except  in  cafes  happening  at  land,  relating  to 
the  carrying  on  any  military  operations,  to  be 
performed  by  our  land  forces  only,  in  which  cafes 
you  may  call  a  council  of  war,  confiding  of  fuch 
officers  of  our  land  forces  as  you  (hall  think  pro¬ 
per)  and  all  fuch  land  and  fea  officers,  in  the  fe- 
veral  cafes  before-mentioned,  are  hereby  respec¬ 
tively  directed,  from  time  to  time,  to  be  aiding 
and  affiding  with  their  advice,  fo  often  as  they 
fhall  be  called  together  by  you,  or  by  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  of  our  fquadron  for  that  pur- 
pofe  ;  and  in  all  fuch  councils  of  war,  when 

afiembled, 
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affembled,  the  majority  of  voices  fhall  determine 
the  refolutions  thereof ;  and,  in  cafe  the  voices 
fhall  happen  to  be  equal,  the  prefident  fhall  have 
the  calling  vote. 

6th.  And  whereas  the  fuccefs  of  this  expedition 
will  very  much  depend  upon  an  entire  good  un¬ 
demanding  between  our  land  and  fea  officers,  we 
do  hereby  Aridity  enjoin  and  require  you,  on  your 
part,  to  maintain  and  cultivate  fuch  good  under- 
flanding  and  agreement ;  and  to  order,  that  the 
foldiers  under  your  command,  ffiould  man  the 
fhips  where  there  fhall  be  occafion  for  them,  and 
when  they  can  be  fpared  from  the  land  fervice  ; 
as  the  commander  in  chief  of  our  fquadron  is 
inftrudted,  on  his  part,  to  entertain  and  cultivate 
the  fame  good  underfhnding  and  agreement ;  and 
to  order  the  Tailors  and  marines,  and  alfo  the  fol¬ 
diers,  ferving  as  a  part  of  the  complements  of 
our  fhips,  to  affift  our  land  forces,  if  judged  ex¬ 
pedient,  by  taking  poll  on  fhore,  manning  batte¬ 
ries,  covering  the  boats,  fecuring  the  fa fe  re-em¬ 
barkation  of  the  troops,  and  fuch  other  fervices 
at  land  as  may  be  confident  with  the  fafety  of  our 
fleet :  and  in  order  to  eftablifh  the  flridleft  union 
that  may  be  between  you,  and  the  commander  in 
chief  of  our  fhips,  you  are  hereby  required  to 
communicate  thefe  inftrudtions  to  him  5  and  he 
will  be  directed  to  communicate  thofe,  he  fhall 
receive,  to  you. 

7th.  You  fhall,  from  time  to  time,  and  as  you 
fhall  have  opportunity,  fend  conftant  accounts  of 
your  proceedings,  in  the  execution  of  thefe  our 

inftrudtions. 
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inftruftions,  to  one  of  our  principal  fecretanes 
of  Rate,  from  whom  you  will  receive  fuch  further 
orders  and  diredions  as  we  may  think  proper  to 
give  you. 

G.  R. 

i :  -!IJ  '/  *■ f '  •  *  '■  ’•  . 

But,  though  both  the  fovereign  and  the  mini- 
fter  did  all  in  their  power  to  carry  this  falutary 
meafure  into  execution,  with  the  utmoft  activity, 
and  the  whole  nation  fed  their  expedations  with 
the  hopes  of  fuccefs,  it  was  obferved  that  a  certain 
let  of  men,  not  famous  for  their  extenfive  know¬ 
ledge,  did,  even  long  before  the  fquadron  failed,  de¬ 
clare  publicly,  and  offer  any  wager,  that  wherefoever 
was  its  deftination,  nothing  would  be  done  by  it. 
Mankind  were  aftonifhed  at  the  boldnefs  with  which 
this  was  pronounced.  They  proceeded  fo  far  as 
to  draw  from  this  declaration,  a  very  ill  omen 
of  its  fuccefs.  The  perfons,  who  thus  pronounced 
with  fo  much  bold nefs,*  were  the  fame,  who  by 
their  private  intrigues  and  cabals  had,  a  few 
months  before,  thrown  the  affairs  of  the  King 
and  kingdom  into  fo  much  confufion.  For,  as  an 
ingenious  writer  and  obferver  of  thofe  times,  re¬ 
marks,  “  The  envy  of  fome,  who  oppofe  the 
“  prefent  minifter’s  rife  to  power,  are  likely  to  be 
“  carried  to  fuch  lengths,  as  fecredy  to  thwart  and 
“  countermine  his  operations’1,  and  blaft  the  ex- 
4‘  pedition.”  > 

*  See  the  expedition  again  ft  Rochefort  fully  ftated  and  con- 
fidered,  &c.  p.  6;  7. 

w  >'  '."q'OT  .  >  Sill  tot  rh-.  .oil  *' 
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The  fir  ft  notorious  appearance  of  countermin¬ 
ing  theie  operations,  and  blafting  this  expedition,, 
was  the  delay  of  the  tranfports  ;  of  which  Sir 
John  Mordaunt,  in  a  letter7  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Pitt,  complains. — “  On  my  arrival  here,  fays  Sir 
John,  laft  Monday,  I  was  dilappointed  in  finding 
none  of  the  tranfports  were  come  round*  and 
more  fo,  in  that  I  had  not  yet  been  able  to  hear 
any  pofidve  account  of  them/’  By  another  letter  z 
the  commander  in  chief  opens  luch  a  light  into 
this  caufe  of  delay,  in  the  tranfport  fervice,  as 
impeaches  the  underftanding  or  bad  intention  of 
thole,  that  made  or  were  entrufted  to  make  the 
contrad  for  the  fhipping  to  tranlport  the  army : 
for  he  had  found,  “  That  the  tranfports  were  not 
*6  fufficient  for  the  number  of  troops3.”  The 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty  were  made  acquainted 
with  this  grievance  by  letters  from  Sir  John  Mor¬ 
daunt,  to  Thomas  Orby  Hunter  and  Gilbert 
Elliot,  Efqrs.  Lords  Commifiioners  of  the  Admi¬ 
ralty,  then  at  Portfmouth,  and  from  Sir  Edward 
Hawke  to  the  navy  board. 

This,  with  fome  other  accidental  delays,  that 
happened,  for  a  fortnight,  and  afterwards  the 
winds  falling  contrary,  the  tranfports  did  not  get 
round  to  Cowes  on  the  I  fie  of  Wight,  till  the  4th  of 

y  Dated  ti  Auguft  1757. 

*  From  Sir  John  Mordaunt,  to  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt,  dated 
20  Auguft,  Newport  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight. 

“  a  Mr.  Thames,  who  has  long  been  and  now  is  agent  for 
“  the  tranfports,  came  here  the  7th  from  Portfmouth,  on  par- 
“  pole  to  inform  me,  The  number  of  tranfports  were  not  fuf- 
“  ficient  for  the  number  of  troops.”  But  this  was  only  wafting 
time  i  for  Mr.  Thames  was  miilaken. 


September  j 
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September;  which  feafon  was  too  far  advanced  to 
promife  any  great  matters  from  almoft  any  expe¬ 
dition  by  fea.  Such  an  armament  alarmed  all 
Europe  ;  but  more  efpecially  the  French  at  its 
firft  appointment,  and  its  deftination  was  rumour¬ 
ed  to  be  againft  their  Weft  Indian  colonies,  or  to 
the  South  of  France,  and  againft  their  Mediter¬ 
ranean  conqueft;  But  the  knowledge  of  the 
exception  mentioned  in  the  tranfport  contract,  and 
the  time,  for  which  they  were  hired,  being  got 
abroad  ;  the  French  very  rationally  concluded  that 
fome  part  of  their  fhore,  in  the  Channel  or  in  the 
Bay,  muft  be  the  objedl  of  this  expedition ;  and 
the  prccraftination  of  fix  weeks,  which  were  fpent 
by  the  troops  encamped  in  the  Hie  of  Wight, 
confirmed  that  opinion  more  and  more,  and  gave 
them  time,  had  they  embraced  it,  to  prepare  for  a 
vigorous  defence  againft  an  invafion. 

On  the  5th  of  Sept.  Mr.  Pitt  wrote  to  Sir 
John  Mordaunt  and  to  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  put¬ 
ting  them  in  mind,  “  That  the  wind  had  been  fair 
for  the  tranfports,  ever  fince  Friday  morning,  and 
informing  them.  That  his  Majefty  expetfted  with 
impatience,  to  hear  that  the  troops  were  embark¬ 
ed  :  and,  if  by  any  delay,  the  embarkation 
ftiould  not  be  completed,  on  the  receipt  of  his 
letter,  that  it  was  the  King’s  pleafure,  that  the 
mod  particular  diligence  might  be  employed  in 
getting  the  troops  on  board,  and  proceeding  with¬ 
out  the  lofs  of  a  moment,  to  the  execution  of  their 
orders  and  inftruftions  with  regard  to  the  expedi¬ 
tion  under  their  care.” 
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The  embarkation  alfo  took  up  fome  extraordi¬ 
nary  time,  on  account,  as  Sir  John  writes  b  to 
Mr.  Pitt,  “That  they  were  obliged  to  march 
the  troops  and  baggage  five  miles  to  the  place  of 
embarkation,  and  that  they  were  then  forced  to 
put  the  men  in  iinall  boats,  in  which  they  were 
rowed  above  a  mile,  before  they  could  embark  in 
the  tranfports.” — But  why  the  embarkation  was 
obliged  to  be  put  under  thefe  unfavourable  cir- 
cumftances  does  not  appear :  yet  it  is  certain  that 
it  was  not  owing  to  any  negledt  or  inactivity  of 
the  minifter. 

Sir  John  Mordaunt,  during  his  flay  at  the  Ifle 
of  Wight,  darted  a  doubt  relative  to  the  fervice 
he  was  going  upon,  which  in  fome  meafure  feems 
to  account  for  the  failure  of  this  expedition — 
“  Having,  fays  Sir  John,  fince  my  arrival  here 
“  converled  with  Sir  Edward  Hawke  and  Vice 
“  Admiral  Knowles,  who  both  feem  to  be  of 
“  opinion,  that  it  is  pofiible,  from  the  nature  of 
“  the  navigation  to  Rochefort,  the  fleet  may  be 
'•  detained  even  in  fight  of  the  coaft  of  France, 
“  for  a  week  or  ten  days,  without  being  able  to 
“  get  into  the  road,  or  off  the  Ifle  of  Aix,  dur- 
“  ing  which  time  an  alarm  will  neceffarily  be  given 
“  in  thofe  parts;  this  conjuncture  and  fituation, 
“  if  it  flrould  happen,  appears  to  me  fo  very  de- 
“  licate,  and  equally  to  the  other  officers  on  the 
“  expedition,  who  may,  by  accident,  be  the  firft 
“  in  command,  come  to  be  under  the  fame  diffi- 

On  the  6th  of  September  1757. 
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“  culty  (the  fuccefs  of  our  undertaking  depending,  A-  D- 
“  as  I  apprehend,  on  the  fuddennefs  of  its  execu-  /5/‘ 

45  tion)  that  I  fhotild  be  glad,  if  it  is  thought 
“  proper,  to  have  a  direction,  how  I  am  to  a<5t 
“  in  that  cafe.” — 

The  darting  of  fuch  an  opinion  at  this  juncture  Anfwered. 
and  diftance  of  time,  after  every  point  had  been 
well  debated  by,  or  in  the  prefence  of,  this  Gene¬ 
ral  and  the  other  officers,  at  feveral  conferences 
and  councils  held  on  this  fubjedt  by  the  miniders 
of  date,  conveyed  no  advantageous  idea  of  fu¬ 
ture  fuccefs  •,  or  rather  it  indicated  a  fertility  of  in¬ 
vention  how  to  exculpate  a  milcarriage,  and  to 
find  out  fotne  incident,  on  which  it  might  be 
thrown,  in  cafe  of  a  failure. 

Mr.  Pitt,  in  anfwer  to  this  cafe,  as  dated 
by  Sir  John,  fays  no  more,  but  that,  “  I  am 
“  commanded  thereupon,  by  the  King,  to  fignify 
“  to  you  his  Majedy’s  pleafure,  that  you  or  fuch 
“  other  officer,  on  whom  the  command  may  de- 
“  volve,  do,  in  conformity  to  the  latitude  given 
44  by  his  Majedy’s  indrudions,  judge  of  the  prac- 
“  ticability  of  the  fervice,  on  the  fpot,  according 
4t  as  contingent  events,  and  particular  circum- 
“  dances  may  require  t  the  King  judging  it  highly 
“  prejudicial  to  the  good  of  his  fervice  to  give 
“  particular  orders  and  directions  with  regard  to 
4‘  poffible  contingent  cafes,  that  may  arife.”  By 
which  it  pretty  plainly  appears,  that  his  Majedy 
was  not  very  well  pleafed  with  fuch  after¬ 
doubts,  that  feemed  to  be  railed  by  way  of  dif- 
couragemenr,  and  to  prepare  him  for  a  failure, 

U  2  '  that 
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A-  that  did  happen,  and  was  juftifled  chiefly  upon 
1/57  the  poflure  of  defence,  into  which  the  enemy 
might  put  themfelves  from  the  time  the  Englifh 
fleet  appeared  on  their  coaft. 

Befides  •,  this  doubt  or  opinion  had  been  effec¬ 
tually  refolved  by  Sir  John  Ligonier,  in  his  ob- 
fervations  or  hints^  read  at  a  cabinet  council  and 
delivered  to  Sir  John  Mordaunt,  at  his  own  de¬ 
sk  John  flre.  For  that  brave,  experienced  general  and 
kne°,nex-S  commander  in  chief  of  all  his  Majefty’s  forces 
theinih-uc-  Great  Britain,  willing  to  remove  all  doubts  and 
tions.  to  clear  up  all  difficulties  in  the  execution  of  his 
Majefty’s  inftruftions  for  the  land  fervice,  obferv- 
ed-— “That  there  is  a  chance  in  the  beft  concerted 
“  military  enterprizes,  which  every  man  of  long 
“  fervice  muft  have  experienced  ;  what  fharethen 
“  muft  be  left  to  fortune  in  an  expedition,  where 
“  neither  the  country,  nor  the  number  of  troops, 
“  you  are  to  a<5t  againft,  is  known  with  any  pre- 
“  cifion. 

“  The  capacity  of  the  generals  may  fupply  the 
“  want  of  intelligence  :  but  to  give  them  any 
“  pofitive  plan*  or  rule  of  atftion  under  fuch  cir- 
“  ewnftanees,  I  apprehend  would  be  abfurd. 

“  If  I  am  rightly  informed,  the  great  point  his 
“  Majefty  has  in  view,  by  this  expedition,  and 
“  the  alarming  the  coafts  of  France,  is  the  hopes 
“  of  making  a  powerful  diverflon  in  favour  of 
“  Ins  Royal  Hlghnefs  the  Duke,  as  well  as  the 
“  King  of  Frtiflia,  who  defires  and  preftes  much 
“  this  verv  meafure. 

4 
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tc  In  the  execution  of  this  general  plan,  a  pro- 
“  jedt  of  giving  a  mortal  blow  to  the  naval  power 
“  of  France  is  in  his  Majedy’s  thoughts,  by  at- 
cc  tacking  and  deftroying,  if  poifible,  the  dock, 
“  skipping,  and  naval  (lores  at  Rochefort. 

“  A  plan  of  that  place  given  by  one  of  his 
tc  Majedy’s  engineers,  who  was  there  in  1754, 
‘c  feems  to  encourage  the  attempt  •,  and  it  mud 
“  be  owned,  that  without  fuch  authority  it  could 
“  hardly  be  believed,  that  a  place  of  that  great 
“  importance  could  be  left  in  fo  defencelefs  a  con- 
te  dition. 

“  In  all  doubtful  dangerous  military  attempts, 
“  the  advantages,  that  may  accrue  from  fuccefs, 
*6  ought  to  be  weighed  againd  the  damage  and 
misfortunes,  that  may  be  the  confequences  of 
“  a  repulfe,  and  that  well  confidered,  may  in 
“  prudence  determine  the  choice. 

c?  If  an  attempt  is  to  be  made  upon  Rochefort, 
“  it  will  be  the  part  of  the  admiral  to  know  the 
coads,  to  bring  the  troops  to  the  neared  place, 
‘‘  to  cover  their  landing  by  the  difpofition  of  his 
“  (hips,  and  to  dedroy  any  barbet  batteries,  which 
“  the  enemy  may  have  upon  the  fhore  dill  re- 
44  membring,  that  if  the  troops  are  landed  at  too 
“  great  a  didance  from  the  place,  the  defign  will 
“  become  dangerous,  and  probably  impradlicable. 

“  Suppofing  the  troops  landed,  it  mud  be  left 
“  to  the  confideration  of  the  generals,  whether 
they  fhould  not  march  with  the  proper  precau* 
“  tions,  diredlly  to  Rochefort,  to  prevent  any 
fuccours  being  thrown  into  the  place,  at  the 
U  3  “  fame 
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A.  D.  44  fame  time,  that  the  marines  fhould  be  employed 
“  in  making  a  good  entrenchment  for  the  fecurity 
“  of  the  itores  to  be  landed  from  time  to  time,  as 
“  well  as  of  a  retreat  in  cafe  of  neceftity. 

“  We  are.  told,  the  country  in  the  neighbour- 
«  hood  is  low  and  marfhy  ;  that  circumftance 
“  might  be  of  great  advantage  in  this  undertak- 
44  ing,  becanfe  in  that  cafe,  troops  cannot  march 
“  by  overtures  dans  la  campagne ,  but  mufl  follow 
44  the  dykes  or  caufeways,  which  may  be  eafily 
44  defended  by  coupures,  or  redoubts. 

44  A  fafe  and  well  fecured  communication  be- 
44  tween  the  camp  and  the  fea,  from  whence  you 
“  are  to  receive  your  fupplies  of  all  kinds,  is  ab- 
'  folutely  neceflary  •,  the  whole  depends  upon  it: 

44  — But  this  being  done,  I  fhould  not  be  much 
44  in  pain  for  the  lafety  of  the  troops  :  an  inferior 
44  number  dares  not  approach  you,  and  one  fupe- 
44  rior  will  not  be  eafily  afiembled  without  your 
44  knowing  it ;  and,  at  all  events,  you  have  fe- 
44  cured  a  retreat  to  the  fiiips. 

44  I  would  advife  to  procure  guides  upon  the 
44  fpot,  and  paying  them  greatly  when  faithful ; 

44  there  are  numbers  of  proteftants  in  that  pro- 
44  vince,  that  wifh  you  well,  and  would  be  glad 
44  to  go  on  board  with  you. 

44  As  for  a  coup  de  main ,  it  may,  perhaps,  fuc- 
44  ceed  beft  at  your  coming  up,  as  the  enemy  may 
44  be  in  great  hurry,  furprize,  and  confternation, 
44  at  fuch  an  unexpected  vifit,  and  not  having  had 
44  time  to  make  his  difpolitions  •,  but  if  that  is  not , 
44  thought  proper,  it  may  fucceed  as  well  after 
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the  place  has  been  thoroughly  reconnoitred,  and  ^ 
you  have  fixed  the  fpots,  where  you  defign  to 
t{  diredt  your  greateft  efforts,  and  if  the  enemy  fee 
tc  any  preparations  for  a  regular  attack,  they  will 
“  lefs  fufpedl  a  coup  de  main. 

“  Bergen-op-Zoom  was  taken  by  a  coup  de  main, 

<c  after  a  long  fiege. 

“  St.  Philip’s  was  taken  by  fcaling  ladders  and 
<c  a  coup  de  main ,  though  the  garrifon  was  3000 
“  ftrong,  after  a  fiege  of  fifty-fix  days. 

“  The  neceffity  of  dividing  a  fmall  garrifon  in 
“  a  place  of  fuch  circumference,  as  Rochefort, 

“  may  facilitate  the  fuccefs  of  a  bold  attempt.5* 

Thus  provided  and  intruded,  the  expedition  Expedition 
fleet  failed  from  Portfrnouth  b,  being  firtt  joined  fleet  1ji1s‘ 
by  the  tranfports.  A  letter  was  delivered  by  the 
agent  of  thofe  fhips,  to  each  of  their  matters, 
with  rendezvous  at  Torbay,  not  to  be  opened  in 
cafe  of  feparation  till  they  came  to  weftward  of 
jScilly  Iflands :  and  fuch  care  was  taken  by  the  The  care 
admiral,  before  night  came  on,  that  (loops, 
ders  and  men  of  war,  were  flattened  on  each  fide, 
almott  in  form  of  an  odtagon,  with  the  admiral 
and  tranfports  in  the  centre,  as  crouding  under  his 
wings  for  protection,  againtt  any  danger  or  ha¬ 
zard  of  the  enemv. 

•> 

The  advanced  feafon  was,  before  this  fleet  could 
put  to  fea,  not  the  only  difadvantage ;  its  courfe  How  d*- 
to  the  place  of  its  dettination  was  greatly  delayed  tiu  vuylge. 
with  contrary  winds,  fogs,  and  calms:  It  was  the 
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b  On  the  8th  of  September  1757. 
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20th  day  of  September,  about  one  o’clock,  when 
they  arrived  on  the  coaft  near  the  Ifle  of  Ole- 
f°n  " 

In  their  paflagp  Captain  Proby  fpoke  with  a 
Dutchman  from  Nannes  to  Dorr,  who  told  him 
“  that  the  French  expedited  to  be  attacked  at  Ko- 
chelle,  or  St.  Martin’s,  by  the  Englifh,  and 
“  that  an  embargo  was  laid  on  all  the  fhipping  in 
“  France.” 

On  the  2 1 ft,  at  fpven  o'clock.  Admiral  Knowles, 
who  had  the  command  of  the  firft  divifion,  made 
towards  the  land,  with  full  fail.  At  eleven  a  gun 
was  fired  by  Admiral  Hawke,  and  anfwered  by 
Admiral  Knpwles,  who  foon  after  tacked  and  bore 
down,  a?  if  to  fpeak  with  Admiral  Hawke.  The 
captain  of  the  admiral’s  (hip  hoifted  the  bloody 
flag,  or  flag  of  defiance,  on  the  fore- top- maft 

c  After  the  tranfports  had  been  taken  up,  and  the  troop3 
aflembRd  near  two  jnonths,  we  failed,  fays  Sir  John  Mar- 
daunt,  in  his  Defence,  the  8th  of  September,  and  the  alarm 
>vas  given  on  the  20th,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rocheiqrt, 
by  the  arrival  of  our  long  expe&ed  fleet  (fpr  Captain  Clev- 
land,  on  tfye  17th  of  Auguft,  had  fpoke  with  a  Dutch  convoy 
from  Rochelle,  and  was  informed  by  the  firft  lieutenant  of  a 
man  of  war,  that  came  on  board  of  him,  that  the  French  ex¬ 
pected  the  Englifh  at  Rochelle)  and,  continues  he,  from  the 
20th  it  mult  have  been  at  leaft  eight  days  before  we  could  h^ve 
come  to  Rochefort,  nor  could  it  be  fuppofed,  but  that  after  fo 
long  notice  of  an  pnetny’s  approach,  the  town  would  be  put 
in  a  good  condition  of  defence. 

N.  B.  At  four  o'clpck,  P.  M.  they  efpied  land  a  head  eaft 
fouth-eaft  feven  leagues :  and  at  eight  at  night  they  faw  a  light 
boufe  and  guns  fire  from  the  French  coaft  ;  225  between  flalh 
sind  report,  or  about  three  leagues  diftant. 

head. 
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head,  at  half  an  hour  pad  eleven  :  Then  Admiral  A.  D. 
Knowles  feemed  to  wear,  as  if  going  into  the  l7^i' 
road.  But  Admiral  Hawke  lhortened  fail  about 
two  o’clock,  keeping  no  more  than  his  top-fails, 
and  fore-ftay-fails  clofe  in  wind,  and  fhortly  af¬ 
ter  lay  too.  Admiral  Knowles,  making  full  fail, 
all  the  land  officers  expected  to  land  that  night  at 
eight  o'clock,  the  foldiers  proviiion,  arms  and 
ammunition  being  put  up  ready  •,  but  he,  about 
feven  P.  M.  making  a  tack,  and  firing  again, 
the  tranfports  came  to  anchor  near  the  Ifle  of 
Rhee. 

On  the  2 2d,  at  feven  in  the  morning,  fig nal  Arrives  in 
to  weigh  anchor,  and  the  men  of  war  had  their  Road!' 
hammocks  up,  and  fails  crouded,  ready  to  en¬ 
gage.  The  fleet  failed  into  a  fine  bay,  called 
Rade  de  Pafque,  between  the  ifiands  of  Rhee  and 
Oleron.  Every  one  was  in  expeflation,  that  the 
firft  divifion  would  prefently  have  cleared  all  ob- 
ftacles,  and  that  an  attempt  to  land  would  cer¬ 
tainly  be  made,  that  night.  But  tfie  fleet  was  no 
/boner  gome  into  the  centre  of  that  fine  bay,  where 
five  hundred  fhips  might  ride  fafely,  than  a  fignal 
was  given  to  anchor  at  nine  o’clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  :  and  fo  continued  ail  the  reft  of  the  day,  and 
the  next  night. 

Thus  it  was  the  23d  of  September  before  they 
came  to  aftion  ;  which  delay,  as  it  gave  great 
anxiety  to  the  men  on  board,  and  has  been  re¬ 
lated  with  feveral  aggravating  circumftances  afhore, 
the  reader  would  do  well  to  fufpend  his  judgment, 
fill  he  has  confidered  the  evidence  given  by  Ad- 

?  miral 
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A. ».  miral  Knowles,  on  this  particular  charge  again  ft 
f 7S7-  Sir  John  Mordaunt d. 

In 

d  Quell'ton,  What  occafioned  the  fleet  not  coming  into  the 
road  (boner  than  the  23d,  feeing  they  made  the  coaft  on  the 
jroth  ? 

Anfwer,  He  will  give  you  the  belt  account  he  can,  without 
his  log  book  and  journal  ;  but,  for  want  of  them,  cannot  be 
particular  as  to  the  hours. — In  the  morning  of  the  20th,  Sir 
Edward  Hawke  gave  him  the  following  orders,  viz, 

“  Ey  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  Knight  of  the  Bath,  Ad- 
*•  niiral  of  the  blue  fquadron  of  his  Majefty's  fleet, 
“  & c. 

*•  If  in  Handing  in  between  the  ifles  of  Rhe  and  Oleron,  I 
“  fhall  find  the  winds  and  weather  will  permit  of  proceeding 

to  Bafque  road,  and  attacking  the  ifle  of  Aix,  I  will  hoiit  a 
“  red  flag  on  the  flag- daft,  at  the  foretop-gailantmaft-head, 
“  and  fire  three  guns;  then  you  are  hereby  required  and  di- 
“  redted,  without  lofs  of  time,  to  (land  in  as  near  to  the  faid 
»<  ifle  of  Aix,  as  the  pilots  will  carry  you,  with  all,  or  as  many 
«  of  the  (hips  of  your  divifion,  as  you  (hall  think  fufiicient  for 
“  that  fervice,  and  batter  it,  till  fuch  time,  as  the  garrifon 
“  fhall  either  furrender,  or  abandon  it.  In  either  cafe  you 
“  are  to  land  a  number  of  men  fufiicient  to  demolifh  it  with 
“  all  pofiible  difpatch,  fending  me  the  earlieft  intelligence  of 
»«  your  proceedings.  For  which  this  (hall  be  your  order. 

“  Given  under  my  hand  on  board  his  Majefly’s  (hip  Ra- 
“  milies  atfea  this  20th  of  Sept.  1757. 

ED.  HAWKE. 

“  To  Charles  Knowles,  Efq;  Vice- 

*  ✓ 

Admiral  of  the  red  fquadron  of 
his  Majefty’s  fleet. 

“  By  command  of  theadmiral.  J.  Hay. 

The  fignal  being  given,  the  deponent,  about  noon,  took 
bis  leave  of  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  and  made  fail  with  his  divi¬ 
fion. 
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In  the  morning  of  the  23d,  it  being  a  calm, 
and  at  anchor  in  fight  of  the  ifie  of  Aix,  and  fo 

The  con- 
near  queft  of 

the  ifle  of 

lion.  The  Medway,  which  was  a  head  by  Sir  Edward's  or- 
der  to  look  out  for  the  land,  about  two  or  three  o’clock,  as 
near  as  he  can  remember,  made  a  fignal  for  feeing  the  land  ; 
very  foon  after,  the  deponent  favv  it  himfelf :  as  his  own  (hip, 
and  thofe  of  his  divifion,  were  ordered  to  prepare  for  the  at¬ 
tack,  the  lieutenent,  or  the  captain,  came  to  acquaint  him, 
the  fhip  was  clear  and  ready  for  adlion  ;  this  was  about  four 
o'clock,  the  wind  at  that  time,  and  to  the  bed  of  his  remem¬ 
brance  the  whole  day,  was  about  north-eaft.  As  he  looked 
upon  a  fhip  cleared,  and  in  order  for  battle,  to  be  a  very  en¬ 
tertaining  fight,  he  aefired  Major-General  Conway  to  go 
down  to  fee  "his  (hip  between  decks:  While  they  were  view¬ 
ing  her,  one  of  his  lieutenants  came  down,  fent  by  the  cap¬ 
tain,  to  acquaint  him.  Captain  Keppel  hailed  the  (hip,  and 
told  them,  there  was  a  French  man  of  war  (landing  in  for 
the  fleet;  for  fome  fhort  fpace  of  time  the  deponent  took  no 
notice  of  it,  thinking  it  impoflible,  the  fleet  (hould  not  fee 
her ;  a  fecond  mefiage  was  fent  him  down  to  the  fame  pur- 
pofe  ;  he  then  immediately  went  upon  deck  with  General  Con¬ 
way,  and  was  (hewn  her  by  his  captain,  when  with  their 
glafies  they  plainly  difcovered  her  to  be  a  two-decked  fhip ; 

(he  foon  made  a  private  fignal,  by  hoifting  a  jack  at  her  mi- 
zen  topmafl-head  ;  the  deponent  was  in  doubt,  whether  to 
make  a  fignal  to  any  of  his  divifion  to  chace,  being  ordered 
on  a  different  fervice,  which  he  took  notice  of  to  Major  Ge¬ 
neral  Conway,  and  to  his  captain  ;  he  judges,  he  was  then  at 
lead  five  miles  a-head  of  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  and  the  ene¬ 
my’s  fhip  much  nearer  to  him,  and  his  divifion,  than  they 
were  to  Sir  Edward  Hawke  and  the  reft  of  the  fleet ; 
and  he  plainly  faw,  if  fome  of  his  divifion  did  not  chace 
her,  none  of  the  others  could  poflibly  fee  her,  fo  as  to 
chafe  her,  when  night  came  on.  The  Magnanime  was  then 
about  two  miles  to  leeward  of  them,  cm  which  he  threw  out 
Jier  fignal  to  chafe,  and  hailed  Captain  Keppel  in  the  Tor- 
k$y>  diredled  him  to  chafe  alfo ;  obferving,  at  the  fame 
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A.  D.  near  to  the  French  coaft,  that  they  couJd  fee  the 
l7S7-  French  colours  hoifted  on  the  cattle,  and  every 

body 

time,  to  Major  General  Conway  and  his  captain,  that  if  Sir 
Edward  Hawke  did  not  approve  of  what  he  had  done,  he 
would  certainly  call  them  in  again ;  but,  inftead  of  that.  Sir 
Edward  threw  out  their  fignals  to  chafe,  by  way  of  confirm¬ 
ing  what  he  had  done ;  and  in  addition,  made  the  Royal 
William’s  fignal  alfo,  belonging  to  his  divifion  ;  two  more  fig- 
nals  for  fhips  in  the  reft  of  the  fleet  were  thrown  out  after¬ 
wards,  and  very  foon  recalled.  Early  the  next  day  in  the 
morning.  Sir  Edward  Hawke  fent  the  deponent  the  fol¬ 
lowing  order,  to  take  under  his  command  three  other  fhips  in 
the  room  of  thofe  three  fhips  that  were  detached  to  chafe, 
viz. 

"  By  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  Knight  of  the 
“  Bath,  Admiral  of  the  blue  fquadron 
“  of  his  Majefty’s  fleet. 

“  You  are  hereby  required  and  direfted  to 
“  take  under  your  command  the  fhips  named 
“  Dublin,  “  in  the  margin  ;  the  captains  of  which  have 

t.  Burford,  “  my  orders  to  follow  your  directions ;  and 

“  Achilles,  “  proceed,  without  a  moment’s  lofs  of  time, 

“  to  put  in  execution  the  orders  you  received 
“  from  me  yefterday.  For  which  this  fhall  be 
“  your  order. 

“  Given  under  my  hand  on  board  his  Majefty’s  (hip  Ra- 
“  millies,  at  fea,  this  21ft  of  Sept.  1757. 

ED-  HAWKE. 

»•  To  Charles  Knowles,  Efq;  Vice- 
“  Admiral  of  the  Red  Squadron 
“  of  his  Majefty’s  fleet. 

“  By  command  of  the  admiral.  J.  Hay.” 

In  obedience  to  that  order,  the  deponent  proceeded  with 
flis  divifion  with  all  the  fail  they  could  carry,  to  get  in,  and 

make. 
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body  in  a  hurry  preparing  for  defence,  and  boats  A.  b. 
carrying  men  into  the  garrifon  of  Aix  from  the  'W 

coaft  i 

make,  what  land  it  was ;  he  judges  it  was  about  nine  o’clock, 
when  they  were  got  within  about  two  miles  of  the  land,  in 
eleven  fathoms  water,  very  hazy  thick  weather,  fo  as  his  pilot 
dfefired,  the  (hip  might  be  tacked  and  laid  with  the  head  off 
till  it  cleared,  fo  as  he  could  fee  his  marks.  Whilft  he  was 
laying  to,  he  made  a  fignal  for  the  captains  of  his  divifion, 
and  ordered  them  to  fend  for  their  pilots,  no  two  of  whom 
agreed,  what  land  it  was ;  their  feveral  examinations  he  took 
down,  and  immediately  ferrt  them  to  Sir  Edward  Hawke, 
who,  by  that  time,  was  advanced  nearer  to  him  by  two  or 
three  miles  than  he  was  before,  as  he  the  deponent  laid  with 
his  head  off  fhore.  In  his  letter  to  Sir  Edward  he  acquainted 
him,  that  not  one  of  the  pilots  would  even  take  charge  to 
lead  in  with  a  twenty  gun  fhip ;  if  they  would,  his  divifion 
fhould  have  followed  her.  Soon  after  his  boat  went  away,  he 
made  a  fignal  for  fpeaking  with  the  admiral,  feeing  he  conti¬ 
nued  under  fail,  and  did  not  hop  to  take  up  the  boat.  At 
the  fame  time  he  made  fail  with  his  divifion  towards  him,  and 
by  about  twelve  joined  him ;  when  the  deponent  got  on  -board 
him,  he  was  furprized  to  fee  Mr.  Keppel  on  board,  and  alfo 
to  find  the  Magnanime  and  Royal  William  had  joined  him 
again,  which  the  thick  weather  had  prevented  the  deponent’s 
knowing.  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  upon  the  deponent’s  acquaint¬ 
ing  him  with  what  had  happened,  (for  he  thinks  he  got  on 
board,  before  his  letter)  immediately  fent  for  the  pilot  of  the 
Magnanime,  at  the  fame  time  telling  the  deponent,  he  judged, 
what  was  the  matter  when  he  faw  him  bring  to,  for  his  pilot 
had  refuted  carrying  his  fhip  in  :  When  the  pilot  of  the  Mag- 
nauime  came  on  board,  he  immediately  told  them,  what  land 
it  was;  and  after  offering  to  carry  the  fleet  in,  returned  on, 
beard  his  own  fhip,  and  led  the  deponent’s  divifion  in,  the 
admiral  and  the  red  of  the  fleet  following.  The  wind  was 
pretty  frefh  ail  this  day,  till  towards  the  evening,  when  about 
fix  o’clock  the  tide  of  flood  being  fpent,  the  Magnanime 
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coafte;  about  ten  o’clock  Admiral  Knowles,  in 
the  Neptune  of  90  guns,  and  his  whole  divifion, 
viz.  Magnanime  74,  Barfleur  80,  America  64* 
Alcide  74,  Burford  74,  Royal  William  90, weighed 
and  made  full  fail  towards  the  front  of  the  gar- 
rifon.  Captain  Howe  led  on  the  (larboard  tack, 
and  the  America  the  larboard.  Many  guns  fired 
from  the  file  of  Oleron,  at  two  of  our  fmall  veffels 
feeming  to  reconnoitre  that  fliore. 

Half  an  hour  paft  twelve,  the  firft  gun  fired 
from  the  garrifon  at  our  drips  ;  a  (mail  battery 
alfo  at  the  weft  corner  of  the  idand  fired  at  the 
Jafon,  who  had  the  regiment  of  buffs  in  boats 
ready  to  land,  but  the  balls  fell  fhort  of  them 
■ — vaft  crouds  of  people  appear  on  the  French 
coafts. 

made  the  fignal  to  anchor ;  they  were  then  in  the  mouth  of 
the  Pertuis  of  Antioche  :  about  eight  o’clock  Sir  Edward 
Hawke  made  the  fignal  for  the  fleet  to  anchor,  and  \hey 
continued  working  in,  and  anchored,  as  they  came  into  pro¬ 
per  births  all  night. — Early  in  the  morning  of  the  2zd  the 
Magnanime  made  the  fignal,  when  the  deponent  Weighed 
with  his  divifion,  and  Sir  Edward  Hawke  and  the  red  of  the 
fleet  weighed  alfo :  About  eleven  o'clock  it  falling  calm,  the 
fignal  was  again  made  to  anchor  ;  about  two  or  thiee  a  fmall 
breeze  fpringing  up  wefterly,  the  Magnanime  made  the  fignal 
and  weighed  again,  and  the  deponent  ran  in  with  his  divilion, 
till  between  nine  and  ten  o'clock  at  night,  Sir  Edward  Hawke 
and  the  fleet  of  tranfports  all  following,  when  the  deponent’s 
divifion  came  to  anchor. 

e  An  ifland  not  above  a  mile  long  and  about  half  a  mile 
over,  almoft  in  an  oval  form,  the  foil  barren,  gravelly  and 
f&ndy,  and  yet  one  continued  vineyard. 
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The  line  of  battle  fhips  kept  under  fail,  and  A.  D. 
the  Jafon  tacked  about  and  made  up  to  them,  not  *7S7‘ 
being  able  to  land  her  men  at  the  intended  corner, 
both  for  the  lhallownefs  of  the  water,  and  alfo  the 
fierce  fire  of  the  battery. 

One  o’clock  the  Magnanime  only  {food  diredtly  Th*  Mag- 
into  the  fort,  and  began  a  moil  heavy  fire,  like  a  JSJTthT 
continual  thunder,  rendering  the  very  fhip  to  ap-  fire- 
pear  as  one  cloud  of  fmoke.  The  battery  alfo 
fired  very  brifldy,  and  the  Barfieur  at  a  great 
diftance,  fired  fome  few  guns.  Before  the  at¬ 
tack  began.  Captain  Howe  received  the  fire  of  Captain 
the  garrifon  with  great  intrepidity,  ordered  all  his  bravery 
men  to  lay  down  upon  the  decks,  turned  all  his  ^.caS_ 
live  cattle,  fowls,  and  unneceffaries  over  board ; 
himfelf  only,  with  his  fpeaking  trumpet  in  hand, 
the  pilot  and  the  man  at  the  helm,  appearing 
upon  deck,  till  he  came  within  fixty  yards  of  the 
baftion  of  the  garrifon,  when  he  began  fo  furious 
a  fire,  that  the  Monfieurs  faid.  Something  more 
than  man  mutt  be  on  board  that  fhip ;  the  men  in 
the  garrifon  were  fo  much  terrified,  that  mold  of 
them  clapped  themfelves  down  under  the  works 
of  the  garrifon,  and  in  the  ditches,  nor  could  be 
prevailed  on  to  fiand  to  their  guns,  which  obliged 
the  governor  to  ftrike  the  colours;  and  this  was  cdonfe  of 
no  fooner  done,  than  they  all  jumped  up,  taking 
fnufF,  dancing  and  rejoicing,  as  if  they  had  gained 
a  victory. 

The  garrifon  ceafing  fire,  fome  failors  and  ma¬ 
riners  firfl  lapded,  and  the  jafon,  with  the  batta¬ 
lions  of  the  buffs  in  boats,  took  poffeflkm  of  the 
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A.  D.  ifland. •  There  being  only  two  marines  and  one 
I757-  failor  killed  on  board  the  Magnanime,and  one  man 
*’°h  r'i  killed  in  the  garrifon,  by  a  ball  glancing  off  ob¬ 


liquely  on  his  breaft,  where  it  remained  fixed, 


without  force  to  penetrate  through  his  body: 

The  governor,  on  our  men  taking  poffefiion, 
furprifed  them  with  faying  to  this  effeCt,  “  Mcl- 
**  fieurs,”“*-“  we  expected  you  ere  now;  we  had 
“  account  of  your  failing  from  St.  Helen’s  the 
“  7th,  which  made  us  remove  all  our  valuable 
“  effefts,  fo  that  you  will  now  find  but  a  poor 
“  ifland.” 

toefcrip-  This  ^ort’  keen  compleated  according  to 

tion  of  the  0]d  Vauban’s  plan  of  military  architecture,  laid 
out  and  almofi:  finished- — might  have  given  great 
trouble.  The  parapets  were  raifed  to  their  pro¬ 
per  height,  but  embrazures  were  not  yet  fixed, 
elfe  perhaps  the  French  for — pufillanimity  would 
Strength  not  have  been  blamed;  in  the  fort  were  five  hun- 
of  the  gar- jj-gd  foldiers  and  two  hundred  failors,  yet  no  dis¬ 
charge  of  mufquetry  ;  which,  as  the  Magnanime 


was  fo  near,  might  have  greatly  annoyed  our  ma¬ 


rines  on  board  ;  in  the  garrifon  were  found  twenty 
guns,  eighteen  pounders,  eight  mortars,  but  few 
bombs  were  thrown,  all  which  were  either  taken 
away  or  rendered  ufelefs.  There  was  a  great 
quantity  of  powder,  ball,  and  ammunition  in  the 
magazine. 

tv  fhore  While  this  conqueff  was  in  hand.  Sir  Edward 
ot' the  con- Hawke  had  refolved  to  reconnoitre,  and  to  found 
tiioied.  that  part  of  the  coafl,  which  appeared  by  the 
letter  of  his  inftructtons  to  be  the  next  ob- 
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this  fervice  were  Rear-Admiral  Thomas  Broderick, 
and  the  Captains  James  Douglas,  Peter  Dennis, 
and  Matthew  Buckle,  Efqrs.  They  were  fent  our 
on  the  23d  in  the  afternoon,  and  continued  upon 


that  fervice  all  night,  till  three  or  four  o’clock 


the  afternoon  following,  when  they  returned,  r  and 
made  the  following  report  to  Sir  Edward  Hawke. 

f  On  the  24th  in  the  morning,  the  day  after  the  attack  of 
the  Ifle  of  Aix,  fignal  was  out  on  board  Sir  Edward  Hawke, 
for  Admiral  Knowles  to  come  on  board  of  him  ;  on  which 
Major-General  Conway  and  he  went  immediately  ;  Sir  Ed¬ 
ward  Hawke,  on  their  coming  on  board,  told  the  admiral. 
Admiral  Broderick  and  three  captains  were  gone  reconnoitring 
for  a  landing-place,  and  he  wifhed  for  their  fpeedy  return. 
As  that  fignal,  which  was  out  on  board  Sir  Edward,  was  for 
the  rear  admiral  as  well  as  the  vice-admiral,  being  a  ftandard 
at  the  enfign-llalF,  and  the  veflels,  which  Admiral  Broderick 
had  with  him,  were  not  in  fight,  he  begged  of  Sir  Edward 
to  make  the  fignal  for  all  land  and  fea  general  officers,  which 
is  the  fiandard  at  the  mizen  top-mad  head,  that  being  mod 
difcernable  at  a  dillance,  and  to  repeat  firing  a  gun  every  hour, 
which  he  did :  Before  four.  Admiral  Broderick  and  the  cap¬ 
tains  returned,  very  much  fatigued,  and  drew  up  their  report. 
After  taking  a  morfel  of  dinner,  they  all  got  into  their  boats, 
and  went  away  to  the  Ifle  of  Aix  (excepting  Adrniral  Brode¬ 
rick)  in  order  to  colleft  what  intelligence  they  could  from  the 
prifoners  taken  in  the  fort  ;  a  number  of  the  prifoners  were 
fent  on  board  the  vice-admiral’s  fhip,  and  examined,  one  by 
one,  by  General  Conway,  he  {peaking  French,  till  near  ele¬ 
ven  o’clock  at  night,  when  Sir  Edward  Hawke  and  Sir  John 
Mordaunt  went  away  ;  and  the  admiral  declared  his  intention 
of  holding  a  council  of  war  on  board  the  Neptune  fhip  the 
next  morning,  which  was  accordingly  done. 
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::  w  E  the  under-written  went  and  founded 
“  the  French  fhore  from  Rochelle  to  fort 

“  Fouras,  and  find  as  follows. 

“  From  the  fouth  point  of  the  entrance  of  Ro- 
“  chelle,  (on  which  point  there  are  twenty-feven 
“  guns  mounted  on  barbet)  to  the  point  of  the 
“  Angolin,  we  find  it  a  rocky  fhore,  and  fteep 
“  cliffs,  with  fhoals  near  two  miles  off ;  from  An- 
“  golin  to  Chatelaillon,  we  find  a  fair,  hard,  fandy 
<e  beach,  with  a  fiat  lying  off  near  two  miles, 
“  having  but  three  fathom  at  high  water  at  that 
diftance,  but  clear  ground,  along  which  beach 
“  are  fand  hills  about  fifty  yards  from  the  top  of 
“  high  water.  On  the  point  of  Chatelaillon  are 
“  two  guns  on  barbet,  which  can  no  ways  annoy 
*6  the  landing  of  the  troops  in  the  bays  of  either 
iC  fide  of  it  and  off  which  point  runs  a  riff  of 
<c  rocks  weft  two  miles,  which  are  dry  at  low 
“  water  •,  and  round  the  faid  point,  about  half  a 
tc  mile  to  the  eaftvvard,  there  is  a  lmall  fandy  bay 
“  near  half  a  mile  long,  and  the  land  over  the 
“  faid  bay  rifes  with  an  eafy  afeent,  about  a  quar- 
“  ter  of  a  mile,  to  a  church  or  convent,  with  a 
“  few  houfes  near  it  from  the  fandy  bay,  along 
“  to  a  fquare  fort  on  the  fouth  part  of  the  bay, 
“  lies  a  long  flat  mud,  which  is  dry  near  two 
“  miles  at  low  water. 

“  It  is  our  general  opinion,  the  tranfports  can- 
“  not  come  nearer  to  either  of  the  aforefaid  bays 
“  (in  order  to  land  troops)  than  a  mile  and  an 
“  half,  as  we  found  three  fathoms  only  at  that 
“  diftance  at  high  water. 

“  The 
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“  The  fquare  fort  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  bay  A ■  D- 

\?  r 

tc  we  could  only  fee  two  fides  of  *,  the  face  to  the 
“  north-weft  had  nine  embrazures,  and  that  to 
“  the  north-eaft  only  two. 

“  Given  under  our  hands,  on  board  his  Ma- 
tc  jefty’s  fhip  Ramillies,  in  Bafque  road, 
u  this  24th  of  September,  1757. 

“  Thomas  Broderick. 

“  James  Douglas. 

“  Peter  Dennis. 

“  Matthew  Buckle 

Nothing  was  done  towards  landing  the  army, 
next  day,  further  than  what  was  neceflfary  to  de- 
ftroy  the  fortifications  of  Aix  s.  However,  Co-  Colonel 
lonel  James  Wolfe,  employed  as  quartermafter-  ^ortof 
general  on  the  expedition,  zealous  in  the  fervice, the  en„e" 

°  r  ’  my  s  more, 

upon  which  he  was  fent,  and  difdaining  to  be 
idle,  while  others  were  venturing  their  lives,  ob¬ 
tained  leave  of  Sir  John  Mordaunt  to  reconnoitre 
the  fhore.  He  fet  off  about  one  o’clock  on  the 
23d,  during  the  attack  of  the  Ifie  of  Aix,  and 
went  to  the  fort  foon  after  it  had  furrendered. 

He  landed,  and  got  upon  the  ramparts,  and 
From  thence  viewed  Fouras  and  the  land  about  it ; 
he  ftayed  as  little  while  as  he  could,  and  then  re- 

s  Miners  were  appointed  to  blow  up  the  fortification,  go-' 
vernor’s  houfe  and  the  barracks,  which  work  took  them  up  till 
the  30th.  In  which  fervice  we  loll  two  failors  and  two  foldiers 
blown  up,  and  a  ferjeant  had  both  his  thighs  broke  by  a  Hone, 
that  fell  upon  him. 

X  2 
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A.  D.  turned  immediately  to  the  Ramillics,  which  was 
anchored  at  a  confiderable  difiance  from  the  Ids 
of  Aix,  and  made  a  fort  of  a  report,  of  what  he 
had  obferved,  to  Sir  Edward  Hawke  and  Sir 
John  Mordaunt.  He  mentioned  the  fituation  of 
Fouras,  as  it  appeared  to  him,  and  took  notice 
of  what  he  thought  to  be  the  ftrength  of  it,  to 
the  admiral  and  the  general :  which  he  was  in¬ 
duced  to  do,  as  nobody  clfe  within  his  knowledge 
had  done  it,  and  took  the  liberty  of  faying  to  Sir 
Edward  Hawke,  that  he  believed,  if  the  depth 
of  water  would  allow  of  coming  near  enough,  a 
fhip  would  batter  it  down  very  eafily,  or  at  lead: 
would  fo  far  take  the  fire  of  the  fort  upon  the 
fhip,  that  the  troops  might  very  fafely  land  round 
about  it ; — -what  he  fpoke  of  the  land  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  fort  was  from  conjecture  only. 
Sir  Edward  Hawke  at  that  time  feemed  to  em¬ 
brace  the  propofal  with  a  great  deal  of  warmth, 
and  Sir  John  Mordaunt  approved  of  it.  He  faid 
to  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  that,  as  he  fuppofed,  the 
pilot  of  the  Magnanime  could  very  well  inform 
him  of  the  depth  of  water  •,  and  as  the  admirals 
and  generals  did  not  appear  to  difapprove  of  his 
fpeaking  upon  that  point,  he  juft  hinted  to  Sir 
Edward  Hawke,  that  it  might  not  be  amifs  to 
caufe  forne  diverfion  on  the  fide  of  Rochelle,  to 
divide  the  enemy’s  attention,  which  he  appre¬ 
hended  might  be  done  by  means  of  the  bomb- 
ketches.  Sir  Edward  fo  far  agreed  to  it,  that  he 
fent  for  both  the  pilot  and  the  bomb  ketches  up 
from  the  Ifie  of  Aix  that  night,  he  having  fug- 

gefled 
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gelled  to  him  his  opinion,  that  there  was  not  a 
moment’s  time  to  be  loft.  The  pilot  Teemed 
clearly  to  underftand  his  notion  of  the  attack,  and 
of  landing  at  the  fame  time  on  both  Tides  the  fort, 
and  faid,  that  he  could,  or  believed  he  could, 
take  the  Magnanime  up  to  batter  the  fort  ;  as  alfo, 
that  the  landing  between  Fouras  and  la  Pointe  was 
very  practicable,  fuppofing  the  fort  to  be  attacked, 
as  propofed,  at  the  fame  time. 

Yet  we  Thai  1  fee,  that  notwithftanding  fo  great 
an  officer’s  opinion  of  the  practicability  of  the 
landing,  and  the  concurrence  of  Sir  John  Mor- 
daunt,  who  acknowledged  upon  his  trial,  that  he 
did  embrace  Colonel  Wolfe’s  plan  or  propofition 
of  an  attack  upon  Fouras  chearfully,  and  that 
Sir  Edward  Hawke  gave  him  room  to  expect,  that 
he  would  next  morning  fend  up  a  ffiip  to  batter 
Fouras;  it  was  laid  afide  by  a  council  of  war,  on 
the  25th  of  September,  on  board  his  Majefty’s 
ffiip  the  Neptune,  at  anchor  off  the  Ide  of  Aix  h, 
for  the  following  reafons ; 


h  “  Frefent, 


“  The 


sc 


*t 

a 

a 


Sir  Edward  Hawke, 


Sir  "John  Mar daunt. 


f  Knight  of  the  Bath,  Admiral  and 
)  commander  in  chief  of  his  Maje-. 
J  fty’s  fhips  employed  on  the  prefent 
(_  expedition. 

"Knight  of  the  Bath,  Lieutenant  Ge¬ 
neral  of  his  Majelly’s  forces,  and 
<  General  and  commander  in  chief 
of  the  troops  on  the  prefent  expe- 
.  dition. 


Charles  Knowles,  Efq;  Vice  Admiral  of  the  Red. 

The  Right  Hon.  Major  General  Henry  Seymour  Conway, 
ibemas  Broderick,  Efq;  Rear  Admiral  of  the  White. 
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44  The  fortifications  and  ifland  of  Aix,  belong- 
“  ing  to  the  French  King,  having  furrendered  to 
44  his  Majefty’s  arms,  the  council  proceeded  to 
44  take  into  confideration  the  farther  fteps  proper 
“  to  be  taken,  in  execution  of  his  Majefty’s  le- 
“  cret  inftrudtions  to  Sir  Edward  Hawke  and  Sir 
44  John  Mordaunt,  commander  in  chief  of  his 
“  Majefty’s  forces  on  the  prefent  expedition  ;  and 
44  the  firft  objeft  being  to  determine,  Whether  a 
“  proper  place  could  be  found  for  landing  the 
««  troops.  Sir  Edward  Hawke  produced  a  report 
“  by  Rear  Admiral  Broderick,  and  the  Captains 
44  Douglas,  Dennis,  and  Buckle,  whom  he  had 
“  fent  to  found  and  reconnoitre  the  coaft  from  La 
41  Rochelle  to  the  point  of  Fouras,  near  the  em- 
“  bouchure  of  the  river  Charente,  which  report 
44  is  hereunto  annexed. 

“  The  council  having  taken  the  faid  report  into 
44  confideration,  and  examined  the  pilots,  it  ap- 
“  pears,  that  there  are  but  two  landing  places  ; 
44  and  that  the  troops  could  not  be  reimbarked 
44  from  either  of  them  in  bad  weather,  the  fwell 
44  of  the  fea  making  fo  great  a  furf  on  the  fhorc, 
44  that  no  boats  could  be  able  to  approach  it  to 
44  take  the  troops  off  •,  the  ableft  pilot  having  in- 
44  formed  the  council,  that  he  had  been  at  anchor 
44  feven  weeks  in  this  road,  and  not  a  boat  been 
44  able  to  pafs  or  repafs :  and  it  likewife  appears 
44  to  the  council,  that  in  cafe  the  troops  fhould  be 

“  Hon.  Major  General  Edward  Cornwallis . 

“  Captain  George  Bridges  Rodney. 

«*  Colonel  George  Howard^ 

4  4  over- 
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tc  overpowered  by  fuperior  numbers  of  the  ene- 
“  my,  they  could  have  no  protection  from  the 
“  cannon  of  the  fleet,  the  fhoal  water  preventing 
4C  their  coming  within  gun-fhot. 

“  The  probability  of  fuccefs  in  the  attempt 
“  againfl:  Rochefort,  in  cafe  the  landing  was  ef- 
“  fedted,  being  then  taken  into  confideration, 
“  Lieutenant  Colonel  Clerk,  chief  engineer,  was 
“  called  in,  and  being  aflced  his  opinion,  declared, 
“  That  when  he  faw  the  place  in  the  year  1754, 
“  he  thought  no  place  was  more  capable  of  being 
“  taken  by  aflault  what  alteration  may  have  been 
“  made  in  the  place  fince,  he  has  not  fufficient 
“  information  to  judge-,  that  he  does  not  imagine 
“  any  regular  attack  was  intended  againfl:  that  or 
“  any  other  place,  the  fmall  quantity  of  artillery 
44  we  have,  not  being  fent  upon  that  plan.  Being 
“  afked,  if  the  ditch  were  flowed  with  water, 
“  whether  he  fhould  then  think  it  practicable  to 
“  take  the  place  by  efcalade ;  faid,  he  thought 
“  not  ;  but  that  when  he  faw  the  ditch,  it  did  not 
“  appear  to  him  capable  of  being  flowed. 

“  Monfieur  de  Bonneville,  volunteer,  being 
“  afked  what  he  knew  of  Rochefort,  faid,  that 
“  he  was  there  about  nine  years  ago ;  that  the 
tc  ramparts  were  of  earth,  and  that  there  are  fluices 
“  there,  by  which  they  can  flow  the  ditch,  and 
“  that  it  was  full  of  water  all-round,  when  he  was 
<c  there. 

a  The  pilot  of  the  Neptune  being  called  in, 
a  faid.  That  he  had  been  very  frequently  at 
“  Rochefort  j  that  he  commanded  a  fmall  veflel 

X  4  ‘‘  there 
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A-  D-  “  there  many  years ;  that  they  have  fluices  near 

1 7  , 

44  the  hofpital,  by  which  they  can  fill  the  ditch 
“  with  water;  that  they  raife  them  fometimes  to 
“  cleanfe  the  ditch,  and  that  he  has  i'ecn  water  in 
“  it  quite  round  the  town. 

44  The  informations  of  fome  French  prifoners 
44  were  then  produced  confirming  the  fame,  as  alfo 
44  that  they  had  been  working  on  the  fortifications 
“  there  for  fome  time  pail. 

“  7’he  intelligence  received  from  feveral  neutral 
44  veflels  fpoke  with  on  the  paffage  was  alfo  pro* 
“  duced,  declaring,  That  the  French  had  been 
“  for  fome  time  in  expe&ation  of  a  defeent  from 
“  the  Englifn  in  thofe  parts '.  All  which  being 
44  taken  into  confideration,  together  with  the  long 
46  detention  of  the  troops  in  the  Ifie  of  Wight, 
“  and  our  meeting  with  contrary  winds,  fogs  and 
44  calms  upon  our  paffage,  the  feveral  informations 

'  Here  alfo  we  were  informed  of  fixteen  battalions  and 
30,000  militia,  befides  the  invalids  and  workmen  at  the  dock 
of  Rochefort,  all  which  could  in  fix  hours  time  be  aflembled, 
to  oppofe  cur  attack;  that  the  ditch  was  then  full  cf  water, 
and  by  opening  the  fluices,  the  country  could  be  laid  under 
water  for  five  miles  round.  Should  our  infantry  land  at  Cha- 
telaillon, — a  deep  morafs  and  rivulet  would  retard  their  march, 
!o  that  the  artillery  could  not  get  up  without  going  20  miles 
round  into  the  heart  of  the  country ;  that  ail  men  of  war 
.built  at  Rochefort,  for  want  of  water,  were  forced  to  tide  it 
down  the  river  at  fpring  tides  only,  without  guns  or  rigging, 
and  be  compelled  with  jury  malls  or  tow,  to  go  round  to  Breft 
to  take  in  their  guns  and  rigging,  and  that  but  one  fixty  gun 
hup  had  ever  been  built  at  Rochefort,  but  only  40  guns — in 
general,  and  that  therefore  our  Ihips  of  the  line,  &c.  could  be 
ol  no  ufe  in  fuch  an  attempt.  See  thg  Secret  expedition  im¬ 
partially  difclofed,  p.  44,  45. 
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“  received  of  troops  afiembled  in  the  neighbour^  A.D. 
“  hood,  and  the  great  improbability  of  finding  1/5;* 
“  the  place  unprovided,  or  of  furprifing  it,  or 
“  confequently  fucceeding  in  an  enterprize  found- 
“  ed  on  the  plan  of  an  aflault  or  efcalade  merely  j 
“  and  the  uncertainty  of  a  fecure  retreat  for  the 
“  troops,  if  landed ;  the  council  are  unanimoufly 
“  of  opinion,  that  fuch  an  attempt  is  neither  ad- 
<f;  vifeable,  nor  practicable. 


“  Edward  Hawke , 

“  John  Mordaunt , 

“  Charles  Knowles , 

“  H.  Seymour  Conway , 
“  Thomas  Broderick , 

“  Edward  Cornwallis , 
“  G.  B.  Rodney , 

“  G.  Howard .” 


However,  notwithftanding  the  council  had  been  Proceed- 
of  opinion,  that  it  was  neither  advifeable  nor  prac-  ^fco^rdl 
ticable  to  land  the  troops  on  that  coaft,  we  find  fora land- 
that  there  were  cutters  and,  fmall  vefiels  fent  out ins' 
next  night  and  all  next  day  to  found  up  the  river 
Charente,  leading  to  Rochefort.  Sir  Edward  By  bomb- 
ITawke  did  alfo  direCt  Vice  Admiral  Knowles  to  ve^ek* 
carry  in  two  bomb-ketches  to  try  to  bombard  the 
fort ;  which  order  was  immediately  executed  under 
the  conduCt  of  the  Magnanime.  But  the  Infer¬ 
nal  bomb,  which  went  firft,  run  a-ground,  and  in 
that  Situation  would  have  been  attacked  by  two 
row  galleys,  had  they  not  been  beaten  off  by  all 
file  boats  manned  and  armed,  under  the  protection 
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ox  the  v_oventry,  which,  in  attempting  to  get  to 
the  Infernal,  ran  a-ground  five  different  times ; 
neither  could  the  bombs  of  the  Infernal  reach  from 
that  dangerous  fituation  to  the  fort. 

There  Hill  remained  a  buzzing  report.  That 
Something  would  be  attempted  ;  and  on  the  26th 
at  night  orders  were  fent  to  the  tranfports  for  the 
fol  diers  to  hold  themfelves  in  readinefs,  if  they 
Ihould  be  called  upon  to  land  next  morning. 
But  next  day  produced  no  further  order,  than  to 
expedite  the  demolition  of  the  fortifications,  and 
for  forty  foldiers  with  ball  and  bayonets  fixed  to 
keep  guard  on  deck  every  night,  and  hail  every 
boat  or  veffel  thatpaffed,  and  to  fire  in  upon  them, 
if  they  did  not  give  an  anfwer  in  Englifh,  nor  the 
word,  after  being  hail’d  thrice.  A  caution  taken 
on  a  report,  that  the  French  intended  to  fend  out 
fome  galeafhes,  or  final  1  fire  (hips,  in  dark  nights 
to  annoy  the  fleet  at  anchor. 

The  Ipirit  of  the  men,  Doth  of  the  army  and 
fleet,  was  fo  bent  upon  a  defcent,  to  retaliate  the 
French  for  the  frequent  attempts  upon  this  ifland 
of  Great  Britain,  that  it  appears,  by  this  conduft, 
alter  the  refolution  of  the  late  council  of  war, 
that  they  thought  it  hazardous  to  inform  them  with 
its  contents,  and  rather  waited  fome  accident  to  fa¬ 
vour  the  return  of  the  fleet.  For  our  fmall  cut¬ 
ters  were  employed  Hill  in  founding  the  coaft  and 
the  Charente  \  and  Sir  John  Mordaunt  defired 
another  council  of  war  to  be  affembled,  “  To 
“  take  under  confideration,  whether  it  was  advife- 
“  able  to  land  the  troops  to  attack  the  forts  lead- 

3  "  ing 


THE 


“  ing  to,  and  upon  the  mouth  of  the  river  Cha- 
“  rente  :  ’’which  council  after  mature  deliberation 
were  unanimoudy  of  opinion,  “  That  it  was  ad- 
«  vifeable  to  land  the  troops  for  that  purpofe  with 
all  poffible  difpatch  k.”  And  in  purfuance  to 
this  laft  refolution,  orders  were  fent,  at  1 1  o’clock 
that  fame  night,  “  for  all  the  troops  to  debark 
“  from  the  tranfports  on  board  the  boats,  and 
“  land  filently,” 

In  obedience  to  thefe  orders  Colonel  K - y 


with  Lieutenant  Colonel  Sir  William  Boothby, 
and  Major  Farquahar,  who  were  to  march  at  the 
head  of  the  grenadiers,  took  boat  before  twelve, 
though  about  two  leagues  from  fhore,  and  a  frelh 
o-ale  full  againft  them,  which  would  have  endan¬ 
gered  many  of  the  boats  loaded  with  men,  fo 
crouded  that  they  could  only  ftand  ere<5t  :  they 
were  tumbled  in  the  fwell  till  two  o’clock,  none 
coming  to  conduct  them  to  the  place  of  rendez¬ 
vous  ;  at  laft  a  cutter  came  down  and  faid,  “  You 


Sir  Edward  Hawke, 


{ 


k  Prefent, 

Knight  of  the  Bath,  Admiral  and  Com- 
mander  in  Chief  of  his  Majefty’s 
fhips  employed  on  the  prefent  expe¬ 
dition. 


Knight  of  the  Bath,  Lieutenant  Ge- 
\  neral  of  his  Majefty’s  forces,  and 
Sir  John  Mordaunt.  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  troops 
I  employed  on  the  prefent  expedition^ 

Charles  Knowles,  Efq;  Vice  Admiral  of  the  Red. 

The  Right  Hon.  Major  Gen.  Henry  Seymour  Conway. 

Thomas  Broderick,  Efq;  Rear  Admiral  of  the  White. 

Hon.  Major  General  Edward  Cornwallif. 

Captain  George  Bridges  Rodney. 

Colonel  George  Howard . 
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are  ordered  to  fhip  again,  for  that  the  other  re¬ 
giments  cannot  be  ready  thefe  two  hours,”  Co¬ 
lonel  k  - y  laid,  “  I  can  hardly  believe  it •, 

“  fhevv  me  your  orders on  which  was  fhewn  a 
written  order  •,  at  which  all  the  foldiers  made  a 
humming  noife  ;  and  they  all  went  to  their  refpedlive 
trani'ports,  the  boats  remaining  Rill  ready. 

The  reafon  given  by  Sir  John  Eor  putting  off 
the  landing  this  time,  when  it  had  been  refoived 
to  be  an  advifeable  meafure,  was,  that  a  ftrong 
wind  blowing  from  the  ffiore,  the  officers  of  the 
navy,  appointed  to  conduct  the  landing,  repre¬ 
sented,  that  it  was  with  difficulty  the  long  boats, 
which  were  to  be  towed  on  fhore,  could  make 
Ray,  and  confequently  the  troops  would  be  a  long 
time  expofed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy  •,  that  the 
tranfport- boats,  which  were  rowed  by  foldiers, 
would  be  ftill  flower,  and  more  expofed  ;  that  it 
would  be  day,  before  the  firit  embarkation  could 
get  on  ffiore,  and  that  it  would  be  fix  hours  more 
before  the  troops,  firR  landed,  could  be  fupported 
!>y  a  R‘cond  embarkation  :  the  generals  judging 
the  landing  under  thefe  circum Ranees  not  to  be°ex^ 
pedient,  agreed  not  to  attempt  it  that  night. 

But  the  mefiage  lent  on  this  occafion  to  Admi¬ 
ral  Hawke,  by  Admiral  Broderick  was,  “  That 
“  havin§  Prepared  all  the  boats,  with  proper 
“  officers  to  land  the  troops,  he  was  now  to  ac¬ 
quaint  him,  Th;jt  the  Generals  were  come  to 
a  i  solution  not  to  land  to-night,  but  to  wait 

;  In  his  defence,  p,  58.  of. his- trial. 
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“  till  day  light,  when  they  can  have  a  full  view  of  A.  D. 

j  y  r  *?  ^ 

“  the  ground  whereon  they  are  to  land,” 

When  Sir  Edward  Hawke  faw  the  inftability  of 
the  orders  iffued  out  to  the  land  forces  in  purfu- 
ance  of  the  laft  council  of  war  •,  and  confidering 
that  every  delay  was  adding  ftrength  to  the  enemy, 
and  daily  increafing  the  hazards  and  dangers  of 
the  fhips  in  that  boifterous  fea,  at  that  feafon, 
which  he  very  juftly  underftood  to  be  the  purport 
and  real  meaning  of  a  letter  he  had  lately  received 
from  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt,  to  continue  on  that 
coafl:  fo  long  as  there  were  any  operations  going  on, 
agreeable  to  his  lecret  inftru&ions,  and  no  longer'" ; 

he 


m  A  true  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt,  to  Sir  John  Mr. 

P  |  rp  rp  9  n 

Mordaunt,  dated  Whitehall,  15 th  September  1757,  (the  like  jet(;er  tQ 
being  at  the  fame  time  wrote  to  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  nuitatis  Sir  John 
mutandis.)  Mordaunt 

“SIR, 

“  T  T  I  S  Majefty,  by  his  fecret  inftrudtions,  dated  the  25th 
“  day  of  Auguft  laft,  having  directed  the  return  of  the 

“  troops  under  your  command,  together  with  the  fleet,  ‘  fo  as 
“  to  be  in  England  at,  or  about,  as  near  as  may  be,  the  end 
“  of  September,  unlefs  the  circumftances  of  the  forces  and 
“  fhips  fhall  neceflarily  require  their  return  fooner,  I  am  now 
“  to  fignify  to  you  the  King’s  pleafure,  That  you  do  not  con- 
“  fider  the  above-mentioned  time,  limited  for  your  return,  as 
“  intended,  in  any  manner,  to  affedl  or  interfere  with  the  full 
“  execution  of  the  full  and  principal  objedt  of  the  expedition, 

“  namely,  ‘  attempting,  as  far  as  fhall  be  found  practicable, 

“  a  delcent  on  the  French  coaft,  at  or  near  Rochefort,  in  order 
“  to  attack,  if  practicable,  and,  by  a  vigorous  impreffion^ 

“  force  that  place,  and  to  burn  and  deftroy,  to  the  utmoft  of 
“  your  power,  all  flipping,  docks,  magazines,  and  arfenals, 

“  that 
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A.  D.  he  on  the  29th  of  September,  writes  to  Sir  John 
I757'  Mordaunt,  as  follows : 

“SIR, 

SirEJward  u  o  Hould  the  general  officers  of  the  troops  have 
letter  to  “  O  no  further  military  operations  to  propofe, 
Mordaunt.  “  confiderable  enough  to  authorize  my  detaining 
“  the  fquadron  under  my  commond  longer  here, 
“  I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you,  that  I  intend  to 
“  proceed  with  it  for  England  without  lofs  of 
**  time, 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  mod;  obedient, 

Moll  humble  fervant, 

Edward  Hawke.’* 

Sir  John  in  his  defence,  fays,  he  wrote,  in  an- 
fwer,  that  he  would  fummon  the  general  officers 

“  that  lhall  be  found  there,  and  exert  fuch  other  efforts,  as 
“  lhall  be  judged  molt  proper  for  annoying  the  enemy.’  And 
**  with  regard  to  any  other  particular  attempt,  which,  agree- 
“  ably  to  your  orders,  you  lhall  have  commenced,  and  in  the 
“  execution  whereof  you  lhall  be  actually  engaged,  it  is  alfo 
“  his  Majefty’s  pleafure,  that  you  do  not  defill  from,  or  break 
“  up  the  fame,  merely  and  folely  on  account  of  the  timelimit- 
“  ed  for  your  return  by  the  inllruftions  above-mentioned 
“  but  that,  notwithftanding  the  fame,  you  do  continue  with 
“  the  troops  during  fuch  a  farther  number  of  days,  as  may 
“  afford  a  competent  time  for  the  completion  of  any  operation 
“  under  the  above  circumftances ;  after  which  you  are  to  take 
“  care  to  return  with  the  forces  under  your  command,  and  the 
“  fleet,  in  the  manner  directed  by  your  former  inltruftions.” 


to 
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to  confider  of  of  Sir  Edward’s  letter,  and  defired  A.  D. 
him  to  Signify  his  intention  in  writing:  which  he  !/S/> 
did  in  a  letter  to  him,  the  fame  day.  He  then 
applied  to  Sir  Edward  for  a  council  of  war  :  who 
declined  it,  and  faid,  that  feamen  were  no  judges 
of  land  operations,  which  were  to  be  performed 
by  troops  on  fhore.  In  confequence  of  this  Sir 
John  lummoned  all  the  land  officers,  who  had 
been  of  the  council  of  war,  and  laid  Sir  Edward 
Hawke’s  letter  before  them.  And  being  affem- 
bled,  fays  he,  “  We  confidered  the  uncertainty 
“  of  landing,  if  the  wind  ffiould  blow  as  it  had 
“  done  the  night  before,  and  the  account  we  had 
<c  that  day  received  from  the  Captain  of  the  Viper 
<c  {loop,  who  had  informed  Colonel  Howard,  that 
“  he  had  feen  a  confiderable  body  of  troops  near 
“  the  landing  place,  whofe  numbers  he  did  nod 
“  exactly  know,  but  he  had  obferved  five  pair  of 
“  colours ;  that  he  faw  them  in  camp  ;  that  the 
“  next  morning  the  view  of  the  camp  was  inter- 
“  rupted,  fo  that  he  could  not  fee  them  again, 

“  which  he  attributed  to  the  enemy  having  thrown 
“  up  fome  ground  on  the  beach,  and  that  he  faw 
“  the  fand  hills  on  the  beach  confiderably  higher 
“  than  they  were  on  Sunday,  when  he  came  there. 

“  Colonel  Howard,  in  his  return  from  reconnoi- 

.  ‘  / 

“  tring,  reported  this  to  me. 

“  It  farther  appeared  to  us,  that  the  attempt 
“  upon  thofe  forts  at  this  time,  could  not  juftify 
“  the  iU  confequences  of  detaining  the  fleet  in  that 
“  bay,  at  a  time  when,  from  what  we  had  learnt 
from  the  converfation  of  the  fea  officers,  two 
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1  great  French  fleets  were  expe&ed  home  ;  that 
‘  at  this  feafon  of  the  year,  fo  near  the  equinox, 

‘  fuch  weflerly  winds  were  to  be  apprehended,  as 
c  might  detain  the  fleet  there  many  weeks  ;  that 
'*  the  foundation,  upon  which  the  refolution  of 
6  the  council  of  war  upon  the  28th  was  taken, 
c  was,  that  it  might  be  done  during  the  necefiary 
‘  detention  of  the  fleet  in  the  demolition  of  the 
‘  fort  of  Aix,  and  thereupon  was  directed  to  be 
1  done  with  ail  poflible  difpatch :  that  the  demo- 
‘  lition  of  the  works  of  the  Ifle  of  Aix  was  com- 
‘  pleated  that  very  day,  and  that  the  wind  was 
‘  then  fair  for  the  fleet  to  return  •,  add  to  this, 
c  that  the  time  limited  by  his  Majefty’s  inflruc- 
c  tions  was  now  expired,  and  that  the  time  was 
c  not  prolonged  by  Mr.  Pitt’s  letter,  which  al- 
4  lowed  us  only  to  compleat  fuch  operations,  as 
4  we  had  already  begun. 

“  Upon  all  thefe  conflderations,  not  thinking 
c  it  a  meafu re  either  advifeable  or  jufliflable  in  us 
4  to  take  upon  ourfclves  the  confequences  of  de- 
c  taining  the  fleet  any  longer  in  thofe  parts,  we 
1  came  unanimoufly  into  the  Admiral’s  propofal 
‘  of  returning  to  England.” 

In  the  mean  time  n  Sir  Edward  Hawke  ordered 
the  agent  for  the  tranfports  to  direcft  them  to  follow 

n  When  Sir  Edward  Hawke  had  received  an  anfwer  from 
the  land  officers,  “  That  they  were  all  agreed  to  return  di- 
redlly  to  England,”  he  fent  a  letter  to  Mr.  Pitt,  which  con¬ 
cludes  with — “  Ic  was  the  ^//pexpeftation  of  their  undertaking 
fomething,  which  induced  me  toftay  here  fo  long:  l\s  I  have 
got  their  final  refolution,  I  fhall  fail  for  England  to-morrow 
morning.” 
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his  fignal,  and  that  no  troops  (hould  difembark 
without  further  orders.  And  all  the  {hips  of  Vice 
Admiral  Knowles’s  divifion  came  down  from  be¬ 
fore  Aix  into  the  open  road.  On  the  30th  the 
fort  of  Aix  was  blown  up  and  in  flames 0 :  and  on 
the  1  ft  of  0£tober  the  whole  fleet  got  under  fail, 
and  returned  to  England,  without  making  any  at¬ 
tempt  to  land  on  the  coajl  of  France  p. 

Words 

0  Eight  mortars  of  14  inches,  and  30  pieces  of  cannon  were 
found  in  the  fort,  i.  e.  16  eighteen  pounders,  and  14  fourteen 
pounders. 

p  The  London  Gazette,  of  the  8th  of  Oftober,  has  this  par¬ 
ticular  article  in  the  account  of  the  expedition, — “  On  the  29th 
“  of  Sept,  the  refolution  was  taken  to  return  to  England  with 
“  the  troops,  no  attempt  having  been  made  to  land  on  the  coajl  of 
“  France."  And  Admiral  Hawke’s  letter  of  advice  concerning 
this  fervice  in  Bafque  road,  and  his  refolution  to  return  home, 
relates,  That  having  maturely  confidered  the  report  of  the 
officers  he  had  fent  to  reconnoitre  and  found  the  coafl,  he  was 
of  opinion  they  might  land  :  that  Sir  John  Mordaunt  defired 
a  council  of  war  to  confider  of  it ;  that  then  it  was  granted  by 
every  body,  that  the  landing  could  be  efFe&ed  :  that  in  confi¬ 
dence  of  their  judgment,  and  knowledge  of  their  own  profef- 
fion,  the  fea  officers  affented  to  their  reafons  for  not  proceeding 
to  attempt  taking  Rochefort  by  efcalade. — It  was,  fays  he,  the 
daily  expedition  of  their  undertaking  fomething,  that  induced 
me  to  flay  here  fo  long.  Though  before  I  came  here,  this 
place  was  reprefented,  as  very  difficult  of  accefs,  and  fo  nar¬ 
row,  that  Ihips  could  not  lie  in  fafety  from  the  forts  ;  nay,  the 
pilots  made  many  baulks,  fays  he,  before  we  came  in  :  yet  I 
find  it  a  fafe,  fpacious  road,  in  which  all  the  navy  of  England, 
merchant  flips  included,  may  ride  without  the  leaf  annoy¬ 
ance  ;  and  that  a  fquadron  may,  at  any  time,  by  laying  here, 
prevent  any  armament  from  Rochefort,  and  ruin  all  the 
French  trade  to  Rhee,  Oleron,  or  the  continent,  within  thefe 

Vol.  II.  Y  iflands. 
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Words  can’t  exprefs  the  murmurings  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  when  they  heard  that  a  fleet  and  army,  which 
had  coft  them,  in  this  expedition,  almoft  a  million 
of  money,  and  had  thrown  the  French  miniftry, 
as  well  as  their  coaft,  into  the  utmoft  confufion, 
was  returned  without  making  one  atftual  attempt 
towards  executing  the  King’s  orders,  except  in  that 
hour’s  work,  in  the  reduction  of  the  little  ifland 
of  Aix  and  its  fortifications. 

The  country  exclaimed  againfl  the  command¬ 
ers,  and  cried  aloud  for  juftice  on  the  delinquents. 
The  officers  in  defence  endeavoured  to  throw  the 
blame  upon  the  miniftry,  or  at  leaft  upon  the  in- 
judicioufnefs  of  the  plan  given  them  to  execute  ; 
and  upon  the  variety  of  incidents,  that  concurred 
towards  their  difappointment.  And  each  of  thefe 
accufations  and  allegations  being  fupported  by 
ftrong  prefumptions  or  undoubted  fadls,  his  Ma- 
jefty,  to  prevent  any  applications  to  him  from  his 
iubjefls  in  their  incorporate  capacities,  or  other- 
wife  by  way  of  addrefs,  did  nominate  and  appoint. 
His  Grace  Charles,  Duke  of  Marlborough,  Lieu¬ 
tenant  General,  Lord  George  Sackville,  and  John 
Waldegrave,  Major  Generals,  to  examine  and 
enquire,  and  to  make  their  report  concerning  the 

iflands.  And  then  concludes, — I  beg  leave  to  allure  you,  Sir,  I 
have  difcharged  my  duty  to  my  King  and  country  with  fide¬ 
lity,  diligence,  and  integrity,  and  with  more  could  have  been 
done  for  the  good  of  the  fervice.  The  pilot  of  the  Magna- 
nime  has  behaved  like  a  man  of  bravery  and  fkill,  and  as  fuch 
1  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to  you, 


caufes 
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caufes  of  the  failure  in  the  expedition  againfi:  A.  D. 
Rochefort9.  *757* 

The  board  met  on  the  12  th  of  November  1757,  The  boarcl 
and  having  ordered  the  papers  containing  all  the 
orders  and  inftrudtions,  which  appeared  to  have 
been  fignified  to  the  commanders  of  the  late  ex¬ 
pedition,  to  be  read,  they  examined  witnelfes  in 
regard  to  their  authenticity  and  contents ;  under 
which  examination  there  came  out  a  very  particu¬ 
lar  circumftance  relating  to  the  minutes  of  the 
council  of  war,  on  board  the  Ramillies,  in  Bafque 
road,  on  the  28th  of  September.  For,  General 
Mordaunt  begged  leave  to  obferve,  that  the  mi¬ 
nutes  there  produced  were  taken  down  without 
the  knowledge  of  the  perfons  who  compofed  the 
faid  council  of  war,  and  never  feen  by  the  gentle¬ 
men,  who  had  fubfcribed  them.  Vice  Admiral 
Knowles  went  farther,  and  difavowed  thefe  mi¬ 
nutes  entirely  ;  and  faid  he  never  faw  them  till 
they  were  fhewn  to  him  after  his  arrival  in  Lon¬ 
don  ;  and  that  he  did  recollect,  that  there  was  a 
pofitive  determination,  that  no  minutes  fhould  be 
taken,  but  that  the  informations  only  of  the  per¬ 
fons  examined  fhould  be  noted  down  :  which  ex¬ 
aminations  he  never  heard  read.  This  was  con¬ 
firmed  almoft  literally  by  Major  General  Conway, 

Major  General  Edward  Cornwallis,  and  Colonel 
Geo.  Howard.  But  Rear  Admiral  Broderick  faid, 

9  This  commiffion  of  enquiry  was  figned  on  ift  November 
5757,  and  directed  to  Thomas  Morgan,  Efq;  Judge  Advocate, 

General  of  his  Majefly’s  forces,  or  to  his  deputy. 

Y  2  that 


A.  D.  that  he  did  obferve  minutes  taken,  that  he  did 
17 obie<5l  to  it,  and  that  he  never  law  thofe  minutes'. 

The 

r  Thefe  are  the  minutes  of  this  council ,  tranfmiited  by  Sir  Edward 
Hawke  to  the  proper  office. 

'j'  H  E  council  in  order  to  determine  whether  the  forts  lead¬ 
ing  to,  and  up  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  Charante  were 
open,  and  capable  of  being  attacked  by  land,  proceeded  and 
examined, 

X.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Wolfe,  who  declared,  that  he  was 
of  opinion,  that  fort  Foui  as  was  not  a  firong  place,  feemingly 
principally  fortified  towards  the  fea:  that  he  had  feen  people 
at  work  on  the  land  fide  :  that  the  taking  of  the  barbette  bat¬ 
tery  near  it,  would  be  of  great  ufe  in  taking  the  fort,  provided 
there  was  proper  ammunition  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  that  Fou- 
ras  mull  be  taken  by  artillery  or  efcalade. 

2.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Clerk  faid,  he  could  make  no  kind 
of  judgment  of  fort  Fouras,  on  the  land  fide,  by  the  help  of 
a  telefcope  ;  the  only  method  he  had  ever  heard  of  obferv- 
ing  it. 

3.  A  French  prifoner  faid,  fort  Fouras  is  a  circular  fort  : 
no  ditch  on  the  back  of  it  towards  the  land,  when  he  faw  it 
three  years  ago  :  that  it  mounted  24  pieces  of  cannon  towards 
the  lea,  and  had  embraflures  for  guns  towards  the  land  :  that 
fort  la  Pointe  is  like  Fouras  circular,  and  mounts  22  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  has  a  wall  on  the  eafl  fide  towards  the  land,  like 
that  of  Fouras  :  that  the  landing  in  the  bay  of  Chatelaillon  is 
the  bell  landing  of  any  place  here  ;  and  that  when  landed, 
and  you  get  upon  the  Rochefort  road,  it  is  a  fine  open  coun¬ 
try  :  that  on  Friday  morning,  the  23d  inft.  he  was  at  fort  Fou¬ 
ras  ;  that  there  were  but  22  or  24  guns  in  it,  and  not  above 
50  men  of  all  kinds.  That  there  are  much  about  the  fame 
number  of  guns  in  fort  la  Pointe,  and  that  both  forts  are  in- 
do  fed  by  a  wall,  in  much  the  fame  manner  towards  the  land. 

The  council  having  confidered  the  evidence,  Sir  John  Mor- 
daunt  declared  his  opinion,  that  fomething  further  fhould  be 
attempted,  and  that  he  would  give  his  orders  accordingly  that 

moment, 
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The  papers  being  gone  through,  and  no  body  A.  D. 
offering  to  give  the  commiflioners  any  information  1  ‘ 5#' 
touching  the  caufes  of  the  failure  of  the  expedition, 

moment,  if  any,  meaning  the  general  officers  of  the  troops, 
would  fay  it  was  advifeable. 

Vice  Admiral  Knowles  declared,  he  had  received  great 
light  from  the  perfons  examined,  and  therefore  thought  fome- 
thing  ought  to  be  attempted. 

Major  General  Conway,  declared  for  the  attempt  merely 
from  his  own  opinion,  without  regard  to  evidence. 

Sir  Edward  Hawke,  appealing  to  every  member  of  the 
council  for  the  truth  of  what  he  faid,  declared  that  he  was 
now  of  the  fame  opinion,  which  he  had  given  both  before  and 
at  the  council  of  war  of  the  25  th,  'That  the  landing  could  he 
ejfefied:  That  the  troops  ought  to  be  landed  for  fome  farther 
attempt,  which  was  alone  matter  of  confideration  with  the 
general  officers  of  the  troops,  he  not  taking  upon  him  to  be 
a  judge  of  land  operations,  but  would  from  a  confidence  in 
their  abilities,  and  fk.il!  in  their  own  profeffion,  readily  affent 
to  any  refolution  they  fhould  come  to,  and  affift  them  to  the 
utmoll  of  his  power.  This  being  fettled,  after  fome  debate. 

Sir  John  Mordaunt,  Vice  Admiral  Knowles,  Rear  Admiral 
Broderick,  and  Captain  Rodney  withdrew. 

The  council  of  war  being  re-affembled,  and  the  queftion 
put,  whether  it  was  advifeable  to  land  the  troops,  to  attack 
the  forts  leading  to  and  upon  the  mouth  of  the  river  Cha 
rante  ? 

Yes.  No. 

Howard  Cornwallis,  but  he  afterwards 

Rodney  acquiefced  with  the  majority, 

Broderick 

Conway 

Knowles 

Mordaunt 

Hawke. 

N.  B.  This  is  the  council  of  war,  of  which  it  was  after¬ 
wards  faid,  that  it  had  been  agreed  to  take  no  minutes. 

Y  3  Sir 
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Sir  John  Mordaunt,  as  commander  in  chief  of  the 
land  forces  was  called  upon  to  fhew  the  reafons, 
which  prevented  him  from  carrying  his  Majefty’s 
inftru&ions  and  orders  into  execution.  To  which 
he  replied  by  delivering  a  narrative  of  his  whole 
.conduct  from  beginning  to  end.  Which  was  in 
fubltance,  what  has  been  already  related. 

In  the  examination  of  Sir  John’s  narrative  the 
commiffioners  hit  upon  a  paflage,  which  affigns 
this  as  a  reafon  why  the  troops  were  not  landed 
in  the  night  of  the  28th  of  September,  “  Becaufe 
“  it  would  be  day,  before  the  firft  embarkation 
ii  could  get  a-lhore  ;”  whereas  in  Rear  Admiral 
Broderick’s  letter  to  Sir  Edward  Hawke  it  is  laid, 
“  That  the  generals  were  come  to  a  refolution  not 
“  to  land  to-night,  but  to  wait  till  day-light, 
“  when  they  can  have  a  full  view  of  the  ground, 
“  where  they  are  to  land.”  Which  Teeming  con¬ 
tradiction  occafioned  a  deal  of  altercation.  How¬ 
ever  Admiral  Broderick  perfifted  in  the  truth  of 
the  letter;  that  hedid  give  the  letter  to  Sir  John, 
and  that  Sir  John  did  read  it,  and  approve  of  it, 
before  it  was  lent  in  his  name  to  Sir  Edw.  Hawke. 
But  Major-General  Conway  endeavoured  to  recon¬ 
cile  the  paffages,  by  Eying,  that  he  conceived  Sir 
John’s  meaning  was,  that  he  would  have  the 
ground  viewed  in  the  morning,  in  order  to  em¬ 
bark  next  night;  and  then,  after  afking  many 
queftions  concerning  Aix,  Fort  Fouras,  the  practi¬ 
cability  of  landing,  the  flrength  of  Rochefort  and 
the  informations  received  from  prifoners  concern¬ 
ing  that  town,  they  declined  all  further  ‘  proceed¬ 
ings, 

%  WThen 
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When  the  examination  was  finifhed,  Sir  John  A.  D. 

17  rj 

Mordaunt  addreffed  himfelf  to  the  board,  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

T  AM  confcious  of  having  done  my  utmoft,  to  sirj.Mor- 
^  the  bell  of  my  judgment,  for  his  Majefty’s  drefstbthe 
fervice,  in  the  conduct  of  this  expedition  :  and  I  board* 
have  fubmitted  myfelf  voluntarily  and  readily  to 
this  examination.  I  defire  no  favour  or  partia¬ 
lity,  and  I  know  I  fhall  have  the  molt  exact  juftice 
in  the  report  this  honourable  board  will  make. 

I  apprehend  that  an  enquiry  into  the  whole 
conduct  of  an  expedition,  without  any  accufation 
formed,  or  any  charge  laid,  is  a  proceeding  not 
quite  common-,  and  however  free  from  guilt  a 
man  may  feel  himfelf?  there  are  few,  who  can 
(land  fo  ftridt  an  examination. 

There  is  nothing  but  the  high  opinion  I  have 
both  of  the  juftice  and-  candour  of  this  board, 
could  make  me  eafy  in  fuch  a  fituation. 

I  therefore  hope  you  will  be  indulgent  to  my 
errors ;  but  I  defire  no  mercy  for  guilt  or  known 
difobedience,  and  with  thefe  fentiments  I  fubmit 
myfelf  to  the  court. 

•  The  board  did  then  report  to  his  Majefty,  That  The  report 
it  appeared  to  them,  as  one  caufe  of  the  expedi-  by 

tion  having  failed,  “  the  not  attacking  Fort  Fou-  tly  board 

°  °  .  ,  ot  enquiry. 

ras  by  fea,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  would  have 
been  attacked  'by  land — That  “  another  caufe 
was  conceived  by  them  to  have  been  •,  that  inftead 
of  attempting  to  land,  when  the  report  was  re- 

Y  4  ceived 


ceived  on  the  2  4th  of  September  from  Rear-Admi¬ 
ral  Broderick,  and  the  captains  fent  with  him,  to 
found  and  reconnoitre,  a  council  of  war  was  held 
on  the  25th  ;  in  which  it  was  unanimoufly  refolved 
not  to  land ,  as  the  attempt  upon  Rochefort  was 
neither  advifeable  nor  practicable  :  becaui'e  it  did 
not  appear  to  the  board,  that  there  were  then,  or 
at  any  time  afterwards,  either  a  body  of  troops 
or  batteries  on  the  fhore  fufficient  to  have  pre¬ 
vented  the  attempting  a  defcent,  in  purfu  mce  of 
the  inftruftions  figned  by  his  Majefty.  Neither 
did  it  appear  to  them  that  there  were  any  fufficient 
reafons  to  induce  the  council  of  war  to  believe, 
that  Rochefort  was  fo  far  changed  in  refpeCl  of 
its  ftrength,  or  pofture  of  defence,  fince  the  ex¬ 
pedition  was  firft  refolved  on  in  England,  as  to 
prevent  all  attempts  of  an  attack  upon  that  place, 
in  order  to  burn  and  deftroy  the  docks,  maga-r 
zines,  arfenals  and  ffiipping,  in  obedience  to  his 
Majefly’s  commands.  That  they  thought  them- 
felves  obliged  to  remark  upon  the  council  of  war 
of  the  28th  of  September,  that  no  reafon  could 
have  exifted  fufficient  to  prevent  the  attempt  of 
landing  the  troops  previous  to  that  day,  as  the 
council  then  unanimoufly  refolved  to  land  with 
all  poffible  difpatch  :  and  that  they  further  ob- 
ferved,  that  after  it  had  been  unanimoufly  refolved 
to  land,  in  the  council  of  war  of  the  28th,  the 
refolution  was  taken  of  returning  to  England, 
without  any  regular  or  general  meeting  of  the 
faid  council  ;  and  that  they  looked  upon  the  ex¬ 
pedition  to  have  failed  from  the  time  the  great  ob- 
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ieCt  of  it  was  laid  afide  in  the  council  of  war  on  A  D- 
J  *757-' 

the  25th. 

This  enquiry,  however  well  intended  by  his  Does  not 

~  J  .  .  .  .  _  quiet  the 

Majefty,  did  not  anfvver  the  intention  either  of  minds  of 
acquitting  the  general,  or  of  appeafing  the  na-  the  people* 
tion  :  but  was  productive  of  more  public  alterca¬ 
tions.  Some  of  which  endeavoured  to  juftify  the 
impracticability  of  the  expedition-plan,  and  to 
throw  the  whole  blame  of  its  failure  upon  the 
Right  Honourable  Gentleman  then  at  the  head  of 
the  miniftry.  Others  as  ftrenuoufly  infilled  upon 
its  practicability,  and  without  fixing  the  blame 
on  any  particular  perfon  or  perfons,  advanced 
flirewd  reafons  to  fufpeCt  a  fecret  caufe  for  the  fai¬ 
lure  of  this  fecret  expedition. 

A  right  honourable  author  s  deigned  to  enter  Writers  in 
the  lifts  amongft  the  firft  clafs ;  and,  with  promifes  ?he7and°* 
not  to  deceive,  and  that  he  would  write  nothing,  officers, 
but  the  moft  exaCt  truth,  begins  with  a  fneer  at 
the  ftrength  and  fecrefy  of  this  expedition,  and 
at  the  expeditions  of  thofe,  who  placed  any  hopes 
of  advantage  in  its  effeCts, — “  An  expedition,  as 
“  he  exprelfes  it,  prepared  with  fo  much  often- 
<c  tation  of  force,  whilft  its  deftinarion  was  kept 
“  fo  profound  a  fecret,  and  on  which  the  perhaps 
“  over-raifed  expectation  of  many  feemed  to  reft 
“  the  very  ifiue  of  the  war.”  To  back  this  he 
infinuates,  that  it  was  pretty  clear,  long  enough 
beforehand,  that  it  was  intended  againft  the  weftern 

*  Candid  refledtions  on  the  report  (as  publiffied  by  autho¬ 
rity)  of  the  general  officers,  &c. 
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coaft  of  France,  and,  confequently,  that  France 
could  not  be  fuppofed  fo  neglectful,  as  to  leave 
Rochefort  entirely  out  of  their  general  plan  of 
defence  upon  that  coaft,  confidering  its  import¬ 
ance. 

Fie  then  collects  the  various  opinions  paft  by 
the  public,  on  the  difgraceful  return  of  fo  power¬ 
ful  an  armament,  without  effecting  any  thing 
anfwerable  to  the  hopes  or  defigns  of  its  outfet. 

The  greater  part  of  the  nation  vented  their  re- 
fentment  on  the  commanders  in  this  unfuccefsful 
expedition,  as  the  readieft  objeCts.  Another,  by 
far  lefs  numerous  part,  did  juftice  to  the  good  in¬ 
tention,  but  queftioned  whether  the  projectors 
had  fufficient  ground  of  knowledge  or  information 
to  warrant  the  undertaking.  Some,  merely  guided 
by  private  attachments,  or  prejudices  in  favour  of 
the  projectors,  or,  at  leaft,  of  the  principal  pro¬ 
moter  of  this  attempt,  extolled  it  to  the  tides,  ad¬ 
mired  the  activity  of  the  new  minifter,  that  made 
fo  glorious  a  contraft  for  him  to  the  paft  indo¬ 
lence  and  inaCtion  of  his  predeceffors  ;  not  without 
throwing  out  fhrewd  hints  of  the  envy  of  fome, 
who  had  oppofed  his  rife  to  power,  having  been 
carried  to  fuch  treafonable  lengths,  as  fecretly  to 
have  thwarted  and  countermined  his  operations. 
On  the  other  hand,  others,  perhaps  influenced  by 
confiderations  of  the  like  private  nature  by  pique, 
prejudice,  or  even  that  envy,  of  which  they 
were  accufed,  treated,  or  affeCled  to  treat,  the 
whole  plan  as  chimerical,  crude  and  indigefted, 
both  in  the  projection  and  appointment  of  the 


execu- 
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execution,  from  which  no  better,  nor  other  fuccefs  A.  D. 
could  be  expedted  than  what  befel  it.  Some  over-  /V* 
refined  politicians  pretended  to  difcover  in  the 
combination  a  tendernefs  for  Hanover,  or  at 
leaffc  a  connexion  with  the  convention  of  Stade. 

But  all  ranks  united  in  a  general  diffatisfa&ion  at 
this  enterprife  having  either  been  fo  weakly  pro¬ 
jected,  as  not  to  fuffer  even  an  attempt  to  execute 
it ;  or  at  the  defect  of  the  execution  itfelf. 

It  is  plain  the  fault  v/as  fomewhere  ;  and  to  Remarks 
difcover  where,  the  enquiry  was  appointed  under  £"ai!d  of 
fuch  officers,  as  were  at  the  head  of  the  military  enquiry, 
profeffion.  However  this  royal  commifiion,  and 
the  charaters  of  the  officers,  that  filled  the  board, 
could  not  eicape  the  cenfure  of  the  advocates  for 
the  commander  in  chief;  who  commended  him 
for  thinking  himfelf  at  liberty  to  call  it  a  proceed¬ 
ing  not  quite  common ,  and  laying  him  under  feveral 
difadvantages  in  cafe  he  ffiould  be  brought  to 
trial. 

The  impracticability  of  this  expedition  was  fup-  The  infor- 
ported  by  an  attempt  to  prejudice  Colonel  Wil  Captain 

4  J  .  r  I  1  Cleric 

liam  Clerk  in  the  opinion  of  the  people,  as  ca-  queftioncd# 
pable  of  giving  a  partial  evidence  in  favour  of  the 
information  he  had  given,  upon  which  the  plan 
was  originally  formed ;  or  to  create  a  belief  that 
the  date  of  Rochefort  was  greatly  changed  fmce 
he  had  made  his  obfervations  on  that  town,  for¬ 
tifications,  &c.  For  this  purpofe  the  French 
King’s  regular  forces,  which,  by  the  memorial 
laid  before  the  cabinet,  did  not  amount  to 
200,000,  were  mounted  up  to  300,000  regulars 

in 
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in  pay:  The  thirty  thoufand  men  ftationed  to 
guard  the  coaft  from  Calais  to  Bayonne  inclufive, 
were  augmented  with  100,000  militia-men,  kept 
up  in  conftant  training,  within  that  compafs :  the 
ftrength  of  Rochefort  was  magnified  fo  much  as 
to  bid  defiance  to  a  fudden  infult ;  as  if  it  could 
be  readily  lupplied  from  neighbouring  garrifons 
with  a  numerous  militia ;  and  might  be  put  in  a 
condition  of  laughing  at  almoft  any  number  of 
troops,  that  Ihould  appear  before  it ;  efpecially 
unprovided  with  {lores  and  materials  for  a  regular 
a  {fault,  and  fituate  up  a  river  unnavigable  for 
veflfels  of  burden. 

It  was  further  urged,  that  Fort  Fouras  mu  ft 
have  been  firft  taken,  before  the  redudtion  of  Roche¬ 
fort  could  be  attempted  :  But  that  Fouras  is  un- 
expugnable  by  our  {hipping,  that  the  coaft  in 
Chatelaillon-Bay  was  covered  with  foldiers  con¬ 
cealed  behind  fand-banks :  that  the  information 
of  the  firft  fuggefter  of  the  undertaking  was  de- 
fe&ive  :  that  none  but  the  French  could  have 
wifhed  that  our  armament  had  proceeded  further 
in  the  execution  of  its  miflaon :  that  not  a  foul 
on  board  knew  half  the  requifites  to  be  known  be¬ 
fore  any  execution  could  be  proceeded  to,  or  even 
rightly  planned  ;  and  at  the  fame  time,  that  it 
was  no  fault  of  theirs  (the  commanders)  that  they 
did  not  know  them.  And  therefore  that  it  might 
be  lamented  that  fo  gallant  a  fleet  had  not  been 
fitted  out  earlier  againft  Cape  Breton  ;  as  the  infi¬ 
nite  importance  of  America,  and  the  actual  fitua- 
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tion  of  things  there  loudly  called  for  fuch  a  de-  A.  D. 
cifive  meafure. 

Hence  it  was  faid,  that  the  commanders  had  Comman- 
been  acquitted  with  fo  much  honour  by  the  Board  niendedfor 
of  Enquiry,  that  there  was  not  a  word  in  their 
report,  but  what  they  might  ever  glory  in  avow-  to  land, 
ing  and  fubfcribing  to  :  that  the  not  attacking 
Fouras  by  fea,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  fhould  be 
attacked  by  land,  was  to  be  laid  to  the  charge  of 
Thierry  the  pilot :  at  leaft,  that  in  this  the  com¬ 
manders  were  in  no  fault ;  nor  in  their  refolution 
of  the  25th,  not  to  land  ;  becaufe  the  nature  of 
the  errand  they  were  fent  upon,  and  the  impoffi- 
bility  of  its  execution,  were  already  plain  enough  ; 
and  though  they  might  not  fee  any  troops,  nor 
batteries  on  fhore,  it  could  not  be  fuppofed  that 
there  were  not  both,  and  fufficient  to  cut  off  our 
men,  as  they  landed,  divifion  by  divifion.  And 
that  from  the  premifes  it  was  eafy  to  difcern,  whe¬ 
ther  the  failure  was  imputable  to  the  original  fm 
of  infufficiency  in  the  projedt  itfelf,  or  to  the  per- 
fons  commiffioned  to  carry  it  into  execution 
whether  all  the  requifites  of  knowledge  were 
duly  obtained  before  the  difpatch  iTi  the  arma¬ 
ment,  or  whether  a  fet  of  gentlemen,  of  unat¬ 
tainted  characters,  and  trufted  with  the  arms  of 
their  country,  could  be  fo  grofly  wanting  to  its 
honour,  and  to  their  own,  as  to  return  back  with 
fo  bad  a  grace,  if  a  better  knowledge,  and  a  per- 
fonal  view  of  things  had  not  forced  them  to  it, 
with  a  regret  they  rendered  but  too  apparent,  by 
perfifting  in  it  fo  much  beyond  the  bounds  of 

their 
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their  duty,  that  one  would  have  thought  them 
willing  to  prefer  the  bare  opinion  of  others  at  a 
diftance,  to  their  own  actual  and  palpable  recog¬ 
nition  on  the  fpot. 

To  this  jollification  it  was  replied'.  That  the 
unpromifing  prognoftications  of  this  expedition, 
and  the  fufpicions  and  infinuations  about  a  ten- 
dernefs  for  Hanover  were  made  and  fpread  by  a 
fet  of  men,  as  obferved  before",  not  famous  for 
their  extenfive  knowledge,  and  who,  by  their 
private  intrigues  and  cabals,  had,  a  few  months 
ago,  thrown  the  affairs  of  the  King  and  kingdom 
into  fo  much  confufion  ;  hoping,  by  the  fame  in¬ 
fluence,  by  which  they  had  put  a  flop  to  all  pub¬ 
lic  bufinefs,  at  that  time,  to  blafl  the  expedition 
theclufeof  a^°*  That  a  plan,  (whoever  projected  it)  ap- 
the  mifcar- proved,  on  the  utmoft  deliberation,  by  Jiis  Ma- 
imputed.  \jefty,  and  unanimoufly  approved  on  by  his  ca¬ 
binet-council  ;  undertaken  on  a  full  examination 
of  fads  by  the  generals  to  be  employed,  without 
proteff  or  remonftrance  ;  approved  and  defired  by 
the  King  of  Pruflia  w,  and  prepared  under  the  im¬ 
mediate  infpedion  of  Sir  John  Ligonier,  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  of  the  King’s  forces,  could  not  be 
a  projed  fo  totally  repugnant  to  common  fenfe,  and 
impradicable,  as  the  advocates  for  the  commanders 
therein  chofe  to  reprefent  it.  As  to  the  infinua- 


Obfeiva- 
tions  on 
the  plan. 


1  In  the  expedition  again!!  Rochefort  fully  Hated  and  con- 
fidered,  &c.  by  a  country  gentleman,  the  late  ingenious  Tho¬ 
mas  Potter,  Efq; 

“  On  page  303. 

w  As  appears  in  the  Enquiry,  p.  20. 
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tion  about  the  illegality  or  uncommonnefs  of  the  A-  D- 
proceeding  again  ft  Sir  John,  by  way  of  enquiry,  it  *757‘ 
was  obferved,  That  this  was  not  the  firft  inftitution  Pn  tJie. 

board  01 

of  a  board  of  general  officers,  for  the  purpofe  of  in- enquiry, 
quiry  into  the  condudl  of  a  commander:  that  it 
took  place  under  the  aufpices  of  his  Royal  High- 
refs  William,  Duke  of  Cumberland,  at  that  time 
commander  in  chief  of  the  Britifh  forces :  and  that 
an  officer  was  judged,  condemned,  and  ruined  by 
fuch  a,  board  of  enquiry,  without  any  other  trial. 

But  that,  if  ever  fuch  an  enquiry  was  right  and 
proper,  it  was  fo  in  the  prefent  cafe,  where  the 
parties  had  combined  in  an  agreement  upon  a 
total  fuppreffion  of  evidence.  For,  in  the  very 
council  of  war,  which  unanimoufly  refolved  to  do 
.  nothing,  far  from  a  defire  to  (late  the  evidence, 
on  which  they  proceeded,  and  their  refpedlive 
opinions  upon  that  evidence,  (which  one  ffiould 
think  natural  to  every  one,  who  is  folicitous  for  his 
honour  and  juftification,)  the  firft  thing  refolved 
upon  was,  to  take  no  minutes  of  opinions  \  and  that 
even  the  informations  of  the  perfons  examined 
ffiould  not  (land  part  of  the  minutes,  fo  as  to  be 
tranfmitted  to  any  perfon  x. 

It  having  been  infinuated  ironically,  that  the  officers 
great  officers,  who  were  appointed  for  this  en- noC  r,ec?™' 

r  r  mended  by 

quiry,  were  not  the  beft  qualified  for  fuch  an  im-  Mr. Pitt. 
portant  fervice,  it  was  retorted,  that  they  could 
not  be  of  Mr.  Pitt’s  recommendation,  confidei> 
ing  the  known  and  declared  friendfhips,  con- 

*  See  Enquiry,  page  10,  and  the  note  on  page  340. 
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A.  D.  neCtions  and  attachments  of  the  majority  of  them  ; 
who  moll  certainly  had  no  partiality  in  favour  of 
the  projectors,  and  againft  thofe,  who  ought  to  have 
executed  the  plan  of  the  expedition. 

As  to  the  multiplying  of  the  military  forces  on 
the  coail  of  France  ;  they  were  fo  far  from  amount¬ 
ing  to  about  100,000  regulars,  befides  100,000 
Only  4000  militia,  that  there  were  actually  but  4000  regulars, 
Rochefort1  at  ^  t^me  our  Aeet  c^me  tipon  the  coaft,  for  the 
and  on  that  defence  of  all  the  garrifons  and  out-works  in  and 
near  port  l’Orient,  la  Rochelle  and  Rochefort ;  and 
the  fmaller  divifion  of  thefe  was  at  Rochefort.  It 
is  true  there  was  a  marfhal  of  France  to  command 
this  petty  corps.  But  it  is  alfo  as  true  (in  the  ac¬ 
counts  given  by  the  French  themfelves)  that  the 
old  martial  confidered  all  as  loft,  the  moment 
the  attack  was  pointed  at  Rochefort ;  and  he  was 
fo  far  from  making  difpofitions  to  difpute  the  land¬ 
ing  of  our  troops,  that  he  fpent  his  hours  in  tears, 
and  in  writing  expreffes  to  his  court. 

„  ,  It  was  obferved.  That  the  commanders  could 

Coup  de 

main  ex-  not  take  any  refuge  under  the  definition  of  a  coup 

pl . de  main:  which  does  not  only  mean  a  furprife, 

and  that  the  whole  profpeCt  of  fuccefs  mud  be 
given  up,  where  the  opportunity  of  a  furprife 
ihall  be  loft :  but  that  it  includes  every  other  way 
of  attack,  except  by  open  trenches  and  ereCting 
batteries  ;  as  properly  explained  in  the  advice  de¬ 
livered  by  Sir  John  Ligonier  to  Sir  John  Mor- 
daunt y  “  It  may  perhaps,  fays  he,  fuccfed  bejl 


y  See  Enquiry,  p 
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“  at  your  coming  up,  as  the  enemy  may  be  in  a  A.  D. 

“  great  hurry,  furprife  and  confirmation,  at  fuch  *7S7‘ 

“  an  unexpected  vifir,  and  not  have  time  to  make 
“  bis  difpofitions.  But  if  that  is  not  thought 
“  proper,  it  (the  coup  de  main)  may  fucceed  as  well 
“  after  the  place  has  been  thoroughly  reconnoitred , 

“  and  you  have  fixed  the  fpots,  where  you  de- 
“  bgn  to  make  the  greateft  efforts :  and  if  the 
“  enemy  fee  any  preparations  for  a  regular  attack, 

“  they  will  lefs  expeCt  a  coup  de  main ,  &c.” 

From  hence  it  was  inferred.  That,  if  Sir  John  Remarks 
Mordaunt  really  thought  Sir  John  Ligonier  to  be  LiS’s” 
a  man  of  that  experience  in  the  art  of  war,  which  le“er* 
he  defcribes  him  to  be :  if  he  really  meant  to  guide 
himfelf  by  the  whole  of  his  advice  in  the  execu* 
tion  of  the  plan,  and  not  to  excufe  himfelf,  only 
by  fele&ing  certain  parts  of  it  from  others,  which 
were  explanatory,  and  with  which  they  were  con¬ 
nected,  how  came  he  fo  totally  to  have  forgot 
this  part  of  it,  which,  if  any  doubt  had  fubfifted, 
would  have  explained  what  was  intended  by  a 
coup  de  main  ;  and  to  have  remembered  only  the 
recommendation  to  fecure  a  communication  for  a 
retreat :  not  {hewing  the  neceflity  of  Fort  Fouras 
being  taken  before  the  troops  were  landed ,  in  order 
to  fecure  a  retreat ;  but  fuch  a  retreat,  as  could  be 
fecured  after  they  were  landed  — “  Suppofing, 

“  fays  Sir  John  Ligonier,  the  troops  landed ,  it 
“  muff:  be  left  to  the  conffderation  of  the  generals, 

“  whether  they  ftiould  not  march,  with  proper 
“  precautions,  direbily  to  Rochefort,  to  prevent 
“  any  fuccours  being  thrown  into  the  place,  at 
Vol.  II.  z  “  the 
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A.  D.  “  the  fame  time  that  the  marines  fhould  be  em- 
*757-  c4  pi0yeci  for  making  a  good  intrenchment  for  the 
“  fecurity  of  the  ftores  to  be  landed  from  time 
«  to  time,  as  well  as  of  a  retreat  in  cafe  of  ne- 
“  ceffity.” 

It  was  thought  a  very  infufficient  means,  to  wipe 

Improprie-  D  .  '  .  i 

ty  of  ad-  off  any  imputations,  to  attempt  to  invalidate  the 
parti cs^in  evidence  and  opinion  of  Colonel  Clerk  •,  becaufe 
evidence.  was  Up0n  his  reprefentation  that  the  expedition 
againft  Rochefort  was  thought  of ;  as  if  he  was 
bound  in  honour  to  fupport  his  own  plan  ;  and 
when  the  very  officers,  of  whom  the  council  of  war 
was  compofed,  were  admitted  to  give  teftimony  in 
the  caufe,  in  which  they  were  the  very  parties  to 
be  tried,  in  cafe  of  a  general  mifcondufl. 

„  As  to  the  practicability  of  taking  Fort  Fouras, 

Fort  Fou-  r  ....  Jr  .  .  - 

ras  might  jpg  argument  ran  high  in  oppolition  to  thole, 
by  feaa.Cke  l  who  voted  againfl  the  attempt  in  the  council  of 
war. — It  was  taken  for  granted  that  the  French, 
in  matters  of  defence,  would  conduct  themfelves 
on  principles  fimilar  to  thofe,  which  are  adopted 
by  the  reft  of  mankind :  and  that,  of  the  build¬ 
ing  a  fort,  it  is  built  either  to  defend  or  offend. 
Thus  Fouras  was  weak  to  the  land,  it  ftood  at 


the  water’s  edge,  to  guard  the  channel ;  it  ftood 
even  on  a  bank,which  ran  into  the  water  with  twen¬ 
ty-four  embraffures  to  the  water-fide z.  There¬ 
fore  its  ufe  was  to  guard  not  a  fand-bank,  over 
which  fcarce  a  Thames  wherry  could  pafs,  if  fome 
accounts  fhould  be  admitted  •,  but  a  channel  fit  for 


•»  . 


*  See  inquiry,  page  30. 
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large  {hips.  If  it  had  fo  many  guns,  what  could 
be  their  ufe,  if  a  fhip  could  not  come  up  within 

gun-fhot  ?  So  that  according  to  Admiral  K - s 

there  was  no  channel  at  all ;  or  it  lay  out  of  gun- 
fhot  of  the  fort.  It  was  further  obferved,  That 
though  the  vice-admiral’s  matter  found  no  more 
than  fix  feet  water  at  high  water,  and  a  bomb- 
ketch,  which  drew  but  eleven  feet  water,  went 
aground,  at  near  three  miles  diftance ;  the  Co¬ 
ventry  frigate  did  the  fame  farther  out,  and  the 
Barfleur  at  a  ftill  greater  diftance ;  yet  after  all 
this  delay  and  hazard  to  the  {hips,  that  admiral 
thought  fit  to  found  and  try  the  depth  of  water  at 
a  diftance  from  the  fort,  where  no  cannon  could 
reach ;  and  there  is  not  one  fingle  proof  given  of 
an  attempt  to  find  the  depth  of  water  near  the 
Ihore,  and  within  gun-fhot  of  the  fort. 

That  there  was  a  narrow  channel,  near  the 
fhore,  is,  therefore,  inconteftible  from  the  cir- 
cumftance  of  the  cafe  :  and  it  is  demonftrable  from 
the  evidence  of  the  French  fiftierman  Bonneau, 
who  knew  it  well,  navigated  it,  and  was  examined 
by  General  Conway,  & c.  a  who  vouched  four  fa¬ 
thom  fviz.  twenty-four  feet)  water  at  half  can¬ 
non  {hot  from  Fort  Fouras;  fufficient  water  for  a 
fixty  gun  fhip.  Befides,  when  the  public  were 
acquainted  not  only  with  the  teftimony  of  the  pi¬ 
lot  Thierry,  confirmed  by  Bonneau,  but  with  Cap¬ 
tain  Colby’s  offer  to  carry  the  Princefs  Amelia  b 
up  to  Fouras,  they  could  not  help  thinking  that 

»  See  Enquiry,  p.  53.  b  Ibid.  p.  30. 
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there  was  a  myftery,  which  might  be  eafier  guefl, 
than  explained. 

Thefe  and  many  more  difadvantageous  re¬ 
flexions  were  made  on  the  condudt  of  thofe,  who 
were  entrufted  with  the  execution  of  this  fecret 
expedition  againfl:  Rochefort,  and  demanded  a 
more  fatisfa&ory  proceeding  to  come  at  the  caufe 
of  this  extraordinary  difappointment  to  the  na¬ 
tion  in  general.  Nothing  but  a  public  trial  could 
fatisfy  the  people.  And  it  is  thought  that  Sir 
John  Mordaunt  was  no  lefs  felicitous  for  a  court- 
martial,  as  the  only  method  to  eftablilh  his  own 
reputation  with  his  countrymen.  Accordingly 
his  Majefty  iflued  his  warrant  for  that  purpofe  on 
the  third  of  December  c ;  in  which  court  he,  Sir 
John,  was  charged  with  difobedience  to  his  Ma- 

c  This  court  conflfted  of  nine  lieutenant  generals,  nine 
major  generals  and  three  colonels :  viz.  Lieut.  Gen.  James, 
Lord  Tyrawly,  prefident. — Lieut.  Get}.  Charles  Lord  Cado- 
gan — Lieut.  Gen.  John  Guife — Lieut.  Gen.  Richard  Onflow 
—  Lieut.  Gen.  Henry  Pulteney — Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  Charles 
Howard — Lieut.  Gen.  John  Huike — Lieut.  Gen.  John  Lord 
Delaware — Lieut.  Gen.  James  Cholmondeley — Major  Gen. 

Maurice  Bockland — Major  Gen.  William  Earl  of  Panmure _ _ 

Major  Gen.  William  Earl  of  Ancram — Major  Gen.  William 
Earl  of  Harrington— Major  Gen.  George  Earl  of  Albemarle 
—Major  Gen.  Henry  Holmes — Major  Gen.  Alexander  Duty 
• — Major  Gen.  John  Moftyn — Major  Gen.  Edward  Carr — 
Colonel  William  Kingfley — Colonel  Alexander  Duroure — 
Colonel  Bennet  Noel — Charles  Gould,  Deputy  Judge  Advo¬ 
cate  General.  Who  aflembled  in  the  council  chamber  at 
Whitehall,  on  the  14th  of  December,  and  continued,  by 
feveral  adjournments,  to  the  20th  of  December  1757. 
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jelly’s  orders  and  inftruftions.  But  there  being  A-  D- 
no  other  evidences  heard  on  this  trial,  than  had  1757> 
been  admitted  at  the  board  of  enquiry,  except  Ad¬ 
miral  Hawke’s  depofition  •,  and  they  all  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  council  of  war,  under  whofe  refolu- 
tions  Sir  John  pleaded  authority  or  advice  for  his 
conduct,  he  was  acquitted,  after  a  defence,  that 
differed  in  no  effential  point  from  the  former. 

The  court  unanimoufly  found  him  not  guilty  of  Acquits 
,  •  i  n  I  •  J  J-  1  .  Sir  John 

the  charge  exhibited  againit  him,  and  did  there-  Mordaunt. 

fore  acquit  him.  But  the  opinion  of  the  public  How  re¬ 
remained  unaltered  ;  who,  on  this  occafion,  could  ^pubho 
not  forbear  throwing  out  fome  bitter  fpeeches 
againll  the  contrail,  which  they  pretended  to  dif- 
cover  between  the  lenity  of  this  fentence  and  the 
rigour  of  that  palled  upon  the  unfortunate  ad¬ 
miral,  who  was  fo  feverely  treated  by  the  popu¬ 
lace,  and  condemned  and  executed  for  not  doing 
all  that  was  in  his  power  to  do ;  or  for  not  at¬ 
tempting  to  relieve  Fort  St.  Philip,  and  for  not 
fighting  the  French,  who  had  got  the  heels  of 
him,  and  would  not  flay  and  give  him  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  do  on  that  occa¬ 
fion  :  and  they  could  not  even  help  fufpefting 
fome  fecret  caufe  for  the  failure  of  this  expedition, 
from  the  unprecedented  meafures  taken  by  fome 
of  the  courtiers,  to  prevent  a  parliamentary  en-  pari;a_ 
quiry,  which  was  the  intention  of  the  new  mi-ment?ry 
niftry,  to  fift  out  the  true  caufe.  When  the  city  how  ftopt, 
of  London  was  preparing  to  addrefs  his  Majefty 
for  this  purpofe,  they  were  ftopt  by  a  melfage 
from  the  King,  fent  to  the  Lord  Mayor,  by  Wil- 
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liam  Blair,  Efq;  one  of  the  clerks  of  the  privy 
council,  to  acquaint  him  that  he  had  given  proper 
dire&ions  for  an  enquiry  to  be  forthwith  made  into 
the  behaviour  of  the  commanding  officers  of  the 
faid  expedition,  or  to  that  effeft,  which  caufed  the 
motion  for  an  addrefs  not  to  go  on. 

But,  though  the  difcontent  of  the  nation  did 
t'hT  miqmt  not  aPPear  >n  Eaft  to  be  appeafed,  they  were 
nirter.  far  from  afcribing  any  blame  to  the  minifter. 

They  were  fatisfied,  that  the  fecret  expedition  had 
been  intended,  and  that  it  was  well  calculated,  to 
annoy  the  enemy  ;  to  make  him  fufceptive  of 
wounds  upon  his  own  coafts  •,  to  ftrike  terror 
and  difmay  throughout  all  his  fubje&s  •,  to  ener¬ 
vate  and  difpirit  his  arms,  and  to  ftrike  at  the 
root  of  his  maritime  power,  without  which  France 
could  not  poffibly  maintain  a  war,  to  the  prejudice 
of  England  ;  and  further  they  pleafed  themfelves 
with  the  hopes,  that  it  would  conduce  greatly  to 
wipe  off  the  difgrace  of  our  late  mifconduft  and 
mifcarriages,  and  ftimulate  the  Britiffi  nation  to 
exert  their  natural  ftrength,  and  retrieve  their  an- 
tient  glory. 

What  ef  Thefe  motives  and  expectations  were  certainly 
fefts  this  fruftrated  in  fome  meafure.  Yet  the  powers  of 
ha  (Ton  The  Europe  interefted  in  the  fea,  could  difcover  by  this 
powers  of  fpecimen  of  the  new  minifter’s  abilities,  his  fpirir, 

Europe,  r  L 

and  penetrate  into  the  defigns  of  his  meafures. 
They,  from  this  moment,  began  to  look  upon 
the  Britiffi  councils  with  more  care  and  circum- 
fpeCtion  when  they  faw  a  man  placed  at  the 

head 


the  LATE  WAR.  359 

head  of,  and  giving  dire&ions  to,  a  warlike  people,  A.  D. 

•  zd  •  •  1 7  C 

who  admitted  no  other  rule  for  his  operations 
againft  their  enemy,  than  conveniency.  His  new 
fyftem,  refolution  and  a&ivity,  convinced  them, 
that  he  would  not  be  difcouraged  by  the  failure  in 
his  firft  attempt,  however  it  had  happened.  Swe¬ 
den  and  Denmark  thought  it  time  to  arm  in  de¬ 
fence  of  their  commerce  in  the  Baltic,  and  joined 
their  maritime  force  for  that  purpofe,  to  guard 
againft  a  furprize  in  the  north.  We  faw  the  Ita¬ 
lian  ports  taking  the  beft  meafures  in  their  power 
for  their  own  fecurity.  The  very  Dutch  could 
not  look  upon  thefe  proceedings  without  a  dread, 
that  made  them  propole  an  augmentation  of  their 
navy.  As  for  France,  our  natural  enemy,  Ihe  On^France 
was  not  prepared  to  contend  with  a  power,  that  lar. 
braved  every  danger,  had  totally  changed  its 
fyftem,  and  was  in  a  condition,  and  refolved,  to 
attack  her  with  full  vigour.  What  ftruck  our 
enemies  with  the  greateft  confternation  and  dread, 
they  perceived  that  no  failure  in  the  execution 
was  able  to  prejudice  the  nation  againft  this  mi- 
nifter  ;  and,  for  the  firft  time,  faw  a  Britifb  mi¬ 
ni  fter,  unanimoufly  applauded  for  a  meafure  that 
had  mifcarried.  Divifion,  the  grand  engine  of 
the  French  fyftem  of  politicks,  by  which  they  had 
fo  often  difgraced  us  abroad,  and  diffracted  us  at 
home,  was  healed.  Popularity  and  the  admini- 
ftration  were  now  united  :  a  bulwark  more  im¬ 
pregnable  than  our  arms,  and  fo  efiential  in  a 
country  like  England,  that  a  minifter,  unlefs  he 
has  the  power  and  addrefs  to  gain  it,  can  never 
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a£t  with  the  (Length  of  the  whole  nation,  nor  in¬ 
vigorate  a  true  fpirit  in  the  people.  This  (hewed 
the  enemy  that  the  iptrit  of  the  nation  was  rouzed 
from  that  (tupid  lethargy,  in  which  it  had  conti¬ 
nued  for  fome  years,  and  affured  the  Englilh,  that 
their  confidence  was  not  mifplaced,  in  a  man  of 
experience,  integrity,  and  uninfluenced  by  lucra¬ 
tive  and  ambitious  views ,  fleadily  purfuing  their 
interefts  and  happinefs,  and  eagerly  fnatching  at 
every  opportunity  to  complete  their  wifhes,  and 
to  preferve  unanimity,  as  the  only  fupport  againfi: 
an  infidious  powerful  enemy,  and  to  execute  the 
meafures  necefiary  to  humble  him  wuth  fuccefs. 

Therefore,  though  the  nation  lamented  the  caufe 
of  their  late  difcontent,  they  rejoiced  in  the  ad- 
minift ration  of  one,  who  had  already  made  fo  great 
a  change  in  the  face  of  their  affairs,  and  had 
alarmed  all  Europe  with  a  fample  of  thofe  great 
things,  we  are  able  to  do  with  our  natural  (Length, 
l  hey  had,  with  too  much  reafon,  run  away  with 
a  ddpicable  opinion  of  our  degenerate  ftrength. 
Loth  in  the  cabinet  and  in  the  field  ;  and  now  they 
perceived  the  antient  fpirit  and  military  virtue  of 
the  people  revive,  to  be  once  more  the  terror  of 
the  French. 

The  accounts  from  other  parts,  about  this  time, 
confirmed  this  opinion.  Mr.  Pitt,  in  the  month 
of  February,  had  intereft:  enough  to  forward  a 
iquaaron  to  Jamaica,  to  cover  our  iflands  and 
trade  in  thofe  feas  from  the  injuries  and  danger 
that  threatened  them  daily,  by  a  fuperiority  of 
the  French  men  of  war  in  America.  Admiral 
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Coates'1,  who  commanded  this  fquadron,  de- 
tached  Captain  Forreft,  with  three  frigates,  to  ^ 

r  0  Captain 

cruife  off  cape  Francois,  which  was  the  beft  ffa*  Fon eft’s 
tion  to  intercept  the  French  trade  to  Europe,  and  the 
to  watch  their  naval  defigns.  At  that  time  M.  Weft  in- 

dies* 

Kcrfaint,  who  had  fcoured  the  Englifii  fettlements 
on  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  in  November  laft,  was 
then  returned,  and  lay  in  that  harbour  with  four 
men  of  war  :  and  upon  the  firfb  notice  of  Captain 
Forreft’s  appearance,  the  French  commander 
ftrengthened  his  fhips  with  an  addition  of  failors 
and  foldiers,  and  put  to  fea,  to  attack  the  Eng- 
lifh  frigates.  Captain  Forreft  having  defcried  the 
enemy,  called  his  two  captains  on  board  his  own 
fliip,  and  faid,  “  Gentlemen,  you  know  your  own 
ct  ftrength,  and  fee  that  of  the  enemy  :  fhall  we 
<c  give  them  battle  ?”  They,  not  regarding  the 
vaft  fuperiority  of  the  French,  anfwered  in  the  af¬ 
firmative.  “  Then,  faid  he,  fight  them  we  will ; 

“  there  is  no  time  to  be  loft  :  return  to  your  fhips, 

“  and  get  them  ready  for  engaging.”  It  was 
done  with  the  greateft  alertnefs.  They  did  not 
wait  the  attack  in  their  ftation,  but  bore  down 
upon  the  enemy  with  uncommon  fpirit,  engaged 
them  with  the  utmoft  fury  for  two  hours  and  a 
half,  in  fight  of  the  Cape,  and  obliged  them  to 
run  back  falter  than  they  had  advanced,  and  to 
feek  protection  in  their  fortified  harbour,  where 
the  fmall  fquadron,  under  Captain  Forreft,  was 
forced  to  let  them  reft,  being  obliged  to  return 

*  See  page  152,  Vol.  II. 
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to  Jamaica  to  repair  his  (hips.  Which  done,  they 
immediately  failed  for  the  coaft  of  Hifpaniola  ; 
where  he  made  up  for  their  trouble  and  difap- 
pointment  on  the  laft  occafion,  by  taking  a  fleet  of 
nine  Domingo  men  richly  laden,  with  a  Angle 
fhip.  ,  This  was  the  firft  effed  of  Mr.  Pitt’s 
firft  adminiftration,  felt  in  the  Weft  Indies. 

-  About  the  fame  time  that  Coates  was  fent  to 
Jamaica,  Commodore  Stevens  was  difpatched  with 
another  fquadron  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  as  related 
before6.  But  it  is  not  time  to  exped  any  account 
of  the  effeds  of  that  reinforcement,  ordered  to 
join  the  fleet  under  Admiral  Watfon.  Neverthe- 
lefs  this  year  furnifheth  a  variety  of  adions  both 
by  fea  and  land  beyond  the  line. 

The  French  began  very  early  in  1 757,  with  an 
attempt  to  furprile  Trichinopoly.  M.  d’Autueil 
■  was  charged  with  this  fervice,  who  invefted  the 
place  with  nine  hundred  men  in  battalion,  three 
or  four  thoufand  Sepoys,  about  one  hundred  Eu¬ 
ropeans  and  Huffars,  and  a  much  greater  number 
of  country  horle.  Trichinopoly,  at  this  jundure, 
was  not  in  a  condition  of  defence  againfl:  fuch  a 
force,  the  greateft  part  of  the  garrifon  having 
marched  under  the  command  of  Captain  Chail- 
laud,  who  was  then  before  Madura,  a  place  about 
100  miles  from  Trichinopoly,  and  of  great  con- 
fequence  to  the  affairs  of  the  company  and  their 
allies.  However,  matters  were  not  conduded  fo 
privately  by  the  French,  but  Captain  Chaillaud 

c  On  page  152.  Vol.  II. 
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was  informed  of  their  defign,  and  by  forced 
marches,  with  all  his  Europeans,  and  one  thoufand 
of  the  belt  Sepoys,  and  four  days  provifions  in  their 
knapfacks,  he  was  fully  refolved  to  fave  the  town 
at  all  events,  knowing  that  it  muft  be  loft  with¬ 
out  his  affiftance.  On  the  other  hand  it  was  the 
intereft  of  the  French  to  be  as  watchful  and  re- 
folute  to  prevent  his  entrance  into  the  town. 

For  this  purpofe  the  French  formed  themfelves 
in  four  divifions,  which  formed  a  chain  quite 
a-crofs  the  piain,  over  which  it  was  expedted  Cap¬ 
tain  Chaillaud  would  be  obliged  to  attempt  a  paf- 
fage  *,  in  the  front  of  which  their  cavalry  was  ad¬ 
vanced,  and  divided  into  fmall  parties,  to  podfefs 
the  roads  and  pofts  all  round  ;  except  the  planta¬ 
tion  grounds,  which  extended  about  nine  miles 
to  the  weftward  of  the  town,  and  was  fo  doughy  f, 
that  it  was  impoflible  to  march  over  it  without 
being  above  the  knee  in  mud  at  each  ftep  :  and 
therefore  deemed  impaflable  for  an  army,  and  left 
unguarded. 
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Captain  Chaillaud,  informed  by  his  fpies  of  the  March  of 
enemy’s  difpofition,  refolved  to  take  his  rout  by  forces^ 
this  neglected  and  difficult  way  •,  but  with  fuch 
precaution,  as  to  give  no  fufpicion  of  his  in¬ 
tentions.  He,  to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of 
fpies  or  deferters  to  betray  his  march,  kept  for¬ 
ward  in  the  common  great  road,  without  the  leaft 


{  Occafioned  by  the  overflowing  of  the  waters,  which  is  a 
rjeceffary  part  of  agriculture  in  thefe  regions,  and  without 
which  the  rice  will  not  grow. 
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A.  D.  appearance  of  his  defign,  till  the  clofe  of  the  even’ 
I'7i7‘  ing,  when  he  commanded  his  little  army  to  wheel 
off  towards  the  rice  fields.  They  arrived  on  the 
plantations  about  ten  that  night ;  and  after  feven 
hours  moft  fatiguing  march,  they  got,  unnoticed 
by  the  enemy,  within  cannon -{hot  of  the  fort, 
and  were  admitted  undifcovered  ;  the  enemy’s  at¬ 
tention  being  drawn  from  that  quarter,  not  only 
by  its  difficult  accefs,  but  by  a  detachment  of 
two  companies  of  Sepoys,  whom  the  captain  had 
ordered  to  march  in  the  common  road,  and  to 
alarm  the  enemy  on  the  other  fide  :  which  fervice 
they  effe&ually  performed,  and  made  their  own 
retreat  good  through  the  woods,  till  they  found 
an  opportunity,  next  night,  to  get  into  the  town. 
When  the  enemy  were  convinced  of  this  reinforce¬ 
ment’s  fafe  arrival  in  the  town,  they  were  too  well 
convinced  of  the  impoffibility  of  their  being  able 
to  take  it ;  and  of  the  danger  they  ran  in  continu¬ 
ing  expofed  in  the  field,  to  the  enterprifing  genius 
of  the  brave  commander,  that  was  now  in  a  con¬ 
dition  to  attack  their  camp. 

Colonel  M.  D’Auteuil  therefore  refolved  to  return  with 
Imfuccefs-  army  t0  Pondicherry.  Colonel  Forde,  who 
ful attempt  was  ordered  by  the  government  of  Madrafs  to  re- 
loure.  chice  the  fort  of  Velloure5,  which,  as  appre¬ 
hended,  its  governor  Nazeabulla  Cawn  had,  or 

s  This  town  is  twice  as  large  as  Madrafs.  It  has  five  gates, 
two  large,  and  three  fmall,  furrounded  by  a  mud  wall,  very 
broad  at  the  bottom,  and  about  three  feet  thick  on  the  top  of 
the  rampart ;  and  by  a  dry  ditch,  except  on  the  north  fide, 
which,  in  rainy  feafons,  has  water  in  it. 


intend- 
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intended  to  make  over,  with  other  places  and  ports,  A.  D. 
to  the  French,  did  not  fucceed  fo  well.  The  co-  17S7* 
lonel  battered  that  fort  three  days,  and  on  the  5th 
of  May,  he  made  a  practicable  breach,  and  began 
the  affault  at  the  break  of  day.  Fifty  CafFrees,  led 
up  by  Enfign  Elliot  at  their  head,  marched  with 
great  refolution  to  the  foot  of  the  breach.  They 


were  followed  very  clofe  by  three  companies  (300) 


of  Sepoys,  till  they  came  within  fixty  yards  of 
the  breach  ;  where  they  laid  themfelves  down  in  a 
ditch,  and  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  advance 
a  ftep  further :  fo  that  the  Europeans,  that  did 


not  exceed  100,  were  obliged  to  march  over  them 
to  the  breach.  This  was  executed  with  great  in¬ 


trepidity  •,  and  having  joined  the  CafFrees,  they  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  top  of  the  breach ;  where  they  were 
received  by  the  people  in  the  fort  fo  warmly,  with 
pikes,  fire-locks,,  clubs  and  flones,  that  it  was 
impoffible  for  fuch  a  handful  to  force  their  way 
over  j  though  they  maintained  the  affault  three 
quarters  of  an  hour.  Then  the  colonel,  convinced 
that  there  could  be  nothing  done  with  his  force 
againft  fo  gallant  a  defence,  deferted  alfo  by  the 
Sepoys,  ordered  a  retreat ;  which  was  condu&ed 
with  fuch  good  order,  that  not  a  man  was  hurt 
after  they  had  left  the  attack.  But  in  the  adlion 


there  were  about  forty  Europeans  killed  and 
wounded,  and  about  fifty  CafFrees  and  Sepoys. 


They  that  were  wounded,  were  rendered  unfit  for 
prefent  fervice  :  and  there  was  fcarce  any  one  in 
the  breach,  that  efcaped  bruifes  and  contufions. 


Several 
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Several  other  actions  happened,  with  various 
fuccefs.  Our  forces  under  Captain  Polier,  fent 
from  Madrafs,  reduced  Outremulour,  a  fort  pof- 
feflfed  by  the  French  which  he  entered  without 
refinance  :  the  French  garrifon  confifted  only  of 
Sepoys,  who  abandoned  the  fort,  upon  the  firft 
notice  of  Captain  Polier’s  march.  But  this  con- 
queft  was  of  a  very  fhort  duration.  For,  Cap¬ 
tain  Polier  leaving  no  more  than  forty  Sepoys  in 
garrifon,  it  was  obliged  foon  after  to  fubmit  to  a 
detachment  of  one  hundred  Europeans  and  To- 
pafles,  and  300  Sepoys,  which  marched  againft 
this  fort  from  Allamparva.  However,  the  fitua- 
tion  of  Outremulour  gave  the  government  of  Ma¬ 
drafs  fo  much  uneafinefs,  that  Colonel  Adlercron 
was  immediately  ordered  to  attempt  its  final  re¬ 
duction,  and  to  deftroy  its  fortifications:  which 
he  faithfully  performed.  From  hence  the  co¬ 
lonel  marched  to  inveft  Wandewafh,  a  fortrefs  of 
great  importance,  in  the  intereftof  France.  But 
was  deterred  from  making  any  attempt  upon  the 
place,  by  advice  that  the  French  army,  which 
had  been  employed  againft  Trichinopoly,  was 
marching  to  its  relief. 

The  retreat  of  Colonel  Adlercron  encouraged 
the  enemy  to  follow  him  clofe,  as  far  as  Conjeve- 
ram,  which  they  plundered  ;  but  were  repulfed  in 
their  attack  of  the  Pagoda  or  Fort,  with  the  lofs 
of  an  officer  and  fix  Europeans  killed,  and  about 
ten  wounded  ;  though  the  garrifon  confifted  of  no 
more  than  a  ferjeant  and  two  companies  of  Se¬ 
poys. 


Colonel  Lawrence  marched  againft  the  French  A-  D- 
atWandewafh.  They  were  encamped  and  ftrongly  ''7S7‘ 
entrenched  about  a  mile  from  the  town.  The  co¬ 
lonel  took  poll  on  the  ioth  of  June,  about  four 
miles  from  them,  and  tried  every  method  to  draw 
them  out  of  their  entrenchments,  his  men  being 
full  of  fpirits,  and  eager  for  engagement-,  but 
without  effedt — So  that,  as  they  could  not  be 
brought  out  into  the  open  plain,  and  they  had  a 
great  luperiority  in  numbers,  and  their  entrench¬ 
ments  were  defended  by  feveral  batteries,  it  was 
thought  proper  to  withdraw  an  army,  that  was 
obliged  to  remain  inactive,  and  at  an  ufelefs  ex- 


As  for  the  French  army,  it  remained  about  Wan-  Thedefpe- 
dewafti,  till  the  20th  of  September,  when  they  fence  of 
marched  againft  Chetteput  with  eighteen  hundred  Chetteput. 
Europeans.  The  place  was  defended  by  Nizar 
Mahomed  Cawn,  the  governor,  afiifted  by  a  fer- 
jeant  and  fixteen  men  from  Fort  St.  George : 
who  defended  themfelves  to  the  laft  extremity,  and 
killed  a  great  number  of  the  enemy.  The  gover¬ 
nor  being  driven  out  of  the  fort,  renewed  the 
fight  in  the  ftreets,  and  difputed  every  inch  of 
ground,  till  a  mufket-ball  deprived  him  of  his  life. 


ly  deftroyed  themfelves ;  and  a  vaft  (laughter  of 
his  troops  enfued. 


The  GENERAL  HISTORY  of 


A.  D.  as  could  be  fpared,  without  expofing  that  town  to 
a  furprize  from  the  enemy  j  making  in  all  ninety 
military  and  four  hundred  Sepoys,  fupported  by 
two  twenty-four  pounders.  Having  joined  the 
troops  under  Lieutenant  Rumbold,  who  had 
maintained  his  Ration  before  Madura,  and  eredled 
a  battery,  he  began  to  play  his  cannon  from 
thence  on  the  9th  of  July  ;  made  a  breach  before 
noon,  and  without  delay,  to  prevent  new  works 
being  thrown  up  in  the  night,  he  formed  the  at¬ 
tack,  and  advanced  to  the  breach  by  two  o’clock 
Bravely  of  the  fame  day.  But  the  befieged  gave  them  fo 
defended.  krave  a  reception>  that  the  bell  of  his  men  fell  in 

the  attempt,  or  were  fo  wounded,  that  it  was  not 
poffible  for  him  to  perfift  in  die  affauk.  For  the 
remainder  retreated  :  nor  was  it  in  his  power  to 
Lofs  of  the  fpirit  them  up  to  a  fecond  attack,  having  loft  be- 
0  ’  tween  thirty  and  forty  Europeans  and  Caffrees 

How  re-  and  a  hundred  Sepoys.  However  this  brave  and 
tiueed.  officer  did  not  defpair  of  fuccefs,  either  by 

compelling  the  town  to  capitulate  by  famine,  or 


to  accept  of  reafonable  terms  to  deliver  up  that 


fortrefs,  fo  necefiary  for  the  fecurity  of  the  compa¬ 
ny’s  affairs,  into  his  hands.  He  made  the  pro¬ 
per  difpofitions  to  reduce  the  place  by  famine. 


But,  as  this  method  might  take  up  fo  much  time, 


as  to  prolong  his  ftay  till  the  arrival  of  the  French 
fleet,  and  all  the  ftrength,  that  could  be  collected, 
was  necefiary  for  the  defence  of  their  garrifons, 
againft  that  event,  he  had  orders  to  break  up  the 


blockade,  and  return  to  his  command  atkTrichi- 
nopoly.  Therefore  he  tried  what  could  be  done 


by 
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by  negociation  •,  and  at  length  prevailed  with  A>  D* 
Mauphus  Cawn’s  people  to  give  Maudurah  up  to  '75'7" 
the  company  for  the  fum  of  170,000  roupees : 
and  it  was  accordingly  delivered  into  his  power 
juft  at  the  time  the  French  fleet  arrived.  Having 
fecured  this  requifition,  with  a  large  garrifon  of 
Sepoys,  under  the  command  of  Ifouf  Cawn,  the 
Captain  marched  with  the  utmoft  expedition  to 
Trichinopoly. 

This  was  all  that  could  be  done  by  the  Englifh  The  weak- 

•  *  •  hpi  j  1  1  •  •  ncfs  of  the 

company  in  this  quarter.  Ihe  delay  their  rein- Englifh 
forcements  met  with  in  Europe,  which  feemed  to  furces- 
atft  in  concert  with  the  late  inabtive  miniftry  ;  and 
the  conflderable  part  of  their  forces  fent  to  the  re¬ 
lief  of  Bengal,  had  reduced  their  whole  ftrength 
to  1618  men1:  whereas  the  French  had  at  this  The  fupe.- 
time  very  near  3500  European  military  ;  1000  of  ^eFiench 
which  were  fent  from  Europe  this  year.  A  fupe- 
riority  of  ftrength,  which  increafed  their  power, 
in  proportion  as  it  overawed  the  natives  from  aflift- 
ing  them,  that  were  not  in  a  condition  to  defend 
themfelves,  and  increafed  the  number  and  aid  of 
their  allies. 

Affairs  took  a  much  better  turn  in  the  kingdom  Remarks 
of  Bengal.  The  deftrubtion  carried  on 
utmoft  barbarity,  which  threatned 


with  the  °n  the  de* 

iterate 

a  total  lofs  of  Hate  of 
the  commerce  and  fettlements  on  the  Ganges, 


h  Which  had  been  obtained  by  treachery.  See  page  370. 
Vol.  I. 

1  1300  of  the  company’s  troops,  334  enlifted  from  Colonel 
Adlercron’s  regiment,  ordered  home  ;  and  84  foldiers  fent  this 
year  from  Europe  in  the  China  Ihips. 

Vol.  II.  A  a 
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and  its  dependencies,  required  the  moft  vigorous 
and  expeditious  relief k.  The  cafe  was  defperate. 
There  was  no  waiting  for  fuccours  from  Europe. 
The  only  hopes  of  recovery  was  in  expedition  and 
vigour :  and  there  was  no  other  dependance  for 
the  dift refled  fufferers,  than  in  the  aid  of  the  hand¬ 
ful  of  men  1  fent  from  Fort  St.  George,  under 
the  command  of  Captain  Clive  j  and  in  the  un¬ 
certain  navigation  of  the  fleet,  which  had  lately 
reduced  Angria  m,  and  delivered  thofe  feas  from 
a  piratical  ftate,  that  had  for  many  years  inter¬ 
rupted  the  commerce  of  the  European  powers, 
frequenting  the  coafl:  of  Coromandel. 

Admiral  Watfon  having  no  more  to  do  at  Bom¬ 
bay,  failed  from  thence  on  the  30th  of  April  for 
Madrafs  ;  but  touched  at  Fort  St.  David’s,  where 
he  anchored  on  the  29th  of  May  1756,  and  con¬ 
tinued  there  till  July  20th  ;  when  he  failed  for 
Madrafs,  and  came  to  anchor  in  Madrafs  road  on 
the  2 1  ft.  Here  he  received  the  account  of  the 
hard  fate  of  Calcutta  and  its  dependencies,  took 
Captain  Clive  and  the  military  on  board,  and  failed 
in  perfon  on  the  16th  of  Odtober,  with  all  the 
lquadron  and  the  Walpole  and  Marlborough  In- 
diamen  for  Bengal. 

It  was  the  5th  of  December  before  this  arma¬ 
ment  reached  Balafore  road,  detained  by  calms 
and  contrary  winds.  They  eroded  the  Braces  on 
the  8th,  proceeded  up  the  river  and  anchored  at 

See  p.  359  to  368.  Vol.  I.  1  See  p.  368.  Vol.  I. 

m  See  p.  354,  &c.  Vol.  I. 

Fulta 
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Fulta  on  the  15th,  where  Governor  Drake  and  A-  D. 
thegentlemen  of  the  council  waited  for  their  arrival, 
on  board  of  fuch  fhips  and  veffelsj  as  had  the  for¬ 
tune  to  efcape  the  Moors.  It  was  the  28th  before 
the  fleet  could  ftir  from  hence,  (the  pilots  abfo- 
lutely  refuting  to  take  charge  of  fuch  large  fhips 
till  the  fprings  were  over)  when  he  failed  with  the 
following  fhips:  the  Kent, Tyger,  Salifbury,  Bridg¬ 
water,  and  King’s  Fifher  floop.  The  next  after-  Bufbmfgia 
noon  Colonel  Clive  was  landed,  in  order  to  march 
and  attack  Bufbudgia  fort  by  land,  at  the  fame 
time  that  the  fquadron  appeared  before  the  place, 
which  anchored  and  began  to  cannonade  about 
eight  o’clock  in  the  morning  on  the  30th  ;  and, 
at  half  pall  eight,  the  King’s  troops  were  landed 
to  fupport  Colonel  Clive.  The  fhips  foon  filenced 
the  enemy’s  Are*,  and,  at  feven  in  the  evening, 

100  feamen  were  landed  under  the  command  of 
Captain  King.  At  half  paft  eight,  the  body  of  Taken, 
the  fort  was  on  fire  ;  and,  immediately  after,  the 
place  was  deferred  by  the  garrifon  ;  which  being 
but  few,  efcaped  into  the  country.  One  of  the 
company’s  captains  was  killed,  and  four  foldiers 
wounded.  This  fort  was  extremely  well  fituated  situation 
for  defence,  having  a  wet  ditch  round  it ;  but  bad-  Length, 
ly  provided  with  cannon  ;  only  18  guns,  from  24 
pounders  and  downwards,  and  about  40  barrels  of 
powder,  with  ball  in  proportion,  being  found 
in  it. 

On  the  ill  of  January  the  Kent  and  Tyger  an-  Tan  na  fort 
chored  between  Tannafort  and  a  battery  oppofite  tkfe,ttd' 
to  it,  both  which  the  enemy  abandoned,  as  the 

A  a  2  fhips 
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A •  D.  (hips  approached.  About  40  guns,  fome  24 
l/  5/ '  pounders,  and  all  mounted  on  good  carriages,  with 
fome  powder  and  ball,  were  found  in  this  fort 
and  battery  •,  and  the  Admiral  left  the  Salifbury  as 
a  guard-fhip  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  regaining 
them. 

flnpsburnt  ™ght  ^ie  Admiral  fent  the  boats,  man¬ 

ned  and  armed,  up  the  river,  to  burn  a  (hip  and 
fome  veffels  faid  to  be  filled  with  combuftibles, 
which  was  executed  without  oppofition. 

March  to  The  next  morning,  early,  the  company’s  troops 

ell  C  LI  t-tR  • 

were  landed,  and  immediately  began  their  march 
to  Calcutta.  The  Kent  and  Tyger  foon  after  pro¬ 
ceeded  up  the  river,  together  with  the  20  gun  (hip 
TheMoors  and  {]0op.  At  40  minutes  after  nine,  the  enemy 

begin  the  L  . 

fire.  began  to  fire  upon  the  Tyger,  from  their  batteries 
below  Calcutta,  which  they  abandoned,  as  the  (hips 
Returned,  approached.  At  20  minutes  pad  ten,  the  Tyger 
and  Kent  made  a  very  warm  fire,  infomuch  that 
the  enemy  were  foon  driven  from  their  guns,  and 
^mdde"  prefently  after  ran  out  of  the  fort,  which  Captain 
Coote,  with  the  King’s  troops,  and  an  officer  from 
the  Kent,  entered  a  little  before  eleven.  Four 
mortars,  9 1  guns  of  different  fizes,  and  a  confide- 
rable  quantity  of  all  kinds  of  ammunition,  were 
found  in  the  fort.  The  fhips  differed  very  little  in 
their  mails,  yards,  and  rigging,  and  only  loft  nine 
feamen  and  three  foldiers  killed,  and  26  feamen 
and  five  foldiers  wounded. 

An  expedition  was  then  propofed  againft  Hugh- 
ley,  to  be  executed  by  the  20  gun  (hip  and  (loop, 
the  boats  of  the  fquadron  manned  and  armed, 
1  affifted 
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affifted  by  all  the  King’s  troops,  amounting  to  A.  D. 
170,  the  company’s  grenadiers  and  200  fepoys,  /5'" 
which  were  to  be  landed  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Kilpatrick.  Every  thing  being  prepared  j 
they  failed  under  the  command  of  Captain  Smith, 
of  the  Bridgwater,  on  the  5th  of  January  1757, 
and  attacked  this  city  with  fo  much  fpirit,  as  they 
had  done  the  other  forts,  that  indicated  a  revenge 
for  the  barbarous  treatment  of  their  countrymen, 
that  it  was  alfo  reduced  without  any  confiderable 
refiftance.  The  garrifon  fled ;  and  left  behind 
them  20  guns,  24  pounders  downwards,  and  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  ammunition.  Nor  could 
this  fatisfy  the  revengeful  conquerors,  who  burnt 
and  deftroyed  the  city,  and  the  granaries  and  ftore- 
houfes  of  fait  petre,  fituate  on  each  fide  of  the 
river  :  by  which  the  Nabob’s  army  was  greatly 
diftrefied  for  fubfiftance  in  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try. 

Thefe  atchievements  of  Britifli  valour  rouzed  N3- 

bob  takes 

the  Moorifli  Prince,  and  convinced  him  of  the  the  field, 
neceffity  for  him  to  provide  a  more  refpedlable 
force  to  Item  the  progrefs  of  their  arms,  than  the 
feeble  garrifons  of  unexperienced  Indians.  He  His  force, 
therefore,  aflifted  with  French  officers,  engineers, 
and  gunners,  refolved  to  take  the  field,  with 
10,000  horfe  and  about  15,000  foot.  His  army 
took  the  rout  of  Calcutta,  and  on  the  2d  of  Feb. 

1757  it  marched  paft  the  Engliffi  camp,  at  the 
diftance  of  about  a  mile,  and  pitched  their  tents 

on  a  convenient  fpot  of  ground,  near  the  town. 

.  '  "  F 

*■ 

A  a  3  Colonel 


The  GENERAL  HISTORY  of 


Colonel  Clive,  who  had  already  begun  to  re- 
eftablifh  the  military  honour  of  the  Englifh,  which 
was  finking  there,  as  it  had  done  in  other  places, 
did  not  hefitate  a  moment  about  what  was  to  be 
done,  notwithftanding  the  enemy’s  prodigious  fu- 
periority  in  the  field.  He  trufted  to  his  faithful 
and  brave  fellows,  whofe  valour  he  had  l'o  often 
tried  and  proved.  He  only  requefted  fuch  an  ad¬ 
dition  of  feamen,  to  manage  his  artillery,  as  could 
be  conveniently  fpared.  Accordingly  Captain 
Warwick  received  orders  on  the  4th  to  take  upon 
him  the  command  of  a  detachment  of  600  failors, 
draughted  from  the  feveral  fhips,  to  join  Colonel 
Clive,  in  order  to  force  and  to  drive  the  Nabob 
out  of  his  camp. 

On  the  5th,  at  one  in  the  morning,  Captain 
Warwick  landed  his  men  a  little  above  Kelfai’s 
c&agon  •,  about  two  he  joined  the  Colonel,  whofe 
troops  were  under  arms,  and  at  three  the  whole 
army,  in  three  columns,  marched,  the  failors  at¬ 
tending  the  train,  which  confided  of  fix  field 
pieces,  and  one  haubitzer.  About  five,  the  troops  in 
the  van  were  charged  by  the  enemy’s  horfe  in  their 
camp  •,  and  by  the  time  our  rear  guard  were  entered, 
the  engagement  became  general  from  hedges  and 
bufhes  i  on  which  they  played  our  artillery,  de¬ 
fending  the  right  and  left  of  our  army  all  the  way 
through  the  camp,  and  driving  the  enemy  before 
them,  with  great  rapidity,  ’till  they  lodged  them- 
felves  in  a  tope,  near  Meter’s  garden, , behind  the 
hedges :  from  hence  they  detached  a  large  body 
of  horfe,  with  two  cannon,  to  the  crofs-road  of 

Hr  '\  ’  .  .. 
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the  Bunglo,  which  our  men  foon  diflodged,  and  A-  D- 

^  1  V  C  7  • 

from  thence  marched  into  the  fort.  In  this  a&ion 

.  ,  Lofsonoiu- 

were  killed  12  feamen,  two  Captains  ot  the  com-  fide, 
pany’s  troops,  17  private  men,  and  10  fepoys. 

The  number  wounded  were  about  15  feamen,  and 
50  foldiers  and  fepoys.  Lieutenant  Ludwidge  of 
the  Salifbury,  the  only  officer  mortally  wounded. 

Of  the  enemy  1300  were  killed  and  wounded,  Lofs  of  the 
befides  horfes,  draught  bullocks,  and  three  or  enemy‘ 
four  elephants.  This  attack,  though  not  attended 
with  all  the  wifhed  for  fuccefs,  yet  it  was  fufficient 
to  make  the  Nabob  very  folicitous  to  haften  a 
peace,  which  was  concluded  on,  and  confifted  of 

the  following  articles; 

■ ;  a  1 II. 

Articles  acceded  to,  and  figned  by  the  Nabob  of  Bengal, 

February  9,  1757. 

1.  TIT  Hatever  rights  and  privileges  the  King  Art-lCies  of 
VV  has  granted  the  Engliffi  company  in  their  caP,tula- 
Phirmaund,  and  the  Hufbulhoorums  fent  from 
Delly,  ffiall  not  be  difputed  or  taken  from  them, 
and  the  immunities  therein  mentioned  be  acknow¬ 
ledged  and  Hand  good.  Whatever  villages  are 
given  the  company  by  the  Phirmaund  ffiall  like- 
wife  be  granted,  notwithftanding  they  have  been 
denied  by  former  Subafs.  The  Zemindars  of 
thofe  villages  not  to  be  hurt  or  difplaeed  without 
caufe. 

Signed  by  the  Nabob  in  his  own  hand, 

I  agree  to  the  terms  of  the  Phirmaund.'' 

II.  All  goods  paffing  and  repairing  through  the 
country  by  land  or  water,  with  Engliffi  duftricks, 

A  a  4  ffiall 
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A-  D.  fhall  be  exempt  from  any  tax,  fee,  or  impofition, 
I7^7"  whatever. 

I  agtee  to  this. 

III.  All  the  company’s  factories,  feized  by  the 
Nabob,  fhall  be  returned.  All  monies,  goods 
and  effects  belonging  to  the  company,  theis  fer- 
vants  and  tenants,  and  which  have  been  feized  and 
taken  by  the  Nabob,  fhall  be  reftored.  What 
has  been  plundered  and  pillaged  by  his  people, 
made  good  by  the  payment  of  fucli  a  fum  of  mo¬ 
ney,  as  his  juftice  fhall  think  reafonable. 

I  agree  to  rejlore  whatever  has  been  feized  and 
taken  by  my  orders ,  and  accounted  for  in  my  fincany. 

IV.  That  we  have  permiffion  to  fortify  Calcutta 

in  fuch  manner  as  we  may  think  proper,  without 
interruption.  v; 

I  confent  to  this. 

V.  That  we  fhall  have  liberty  to  coin  ficcas  both 
gold  and  filver,  of  equal  weight  and  finenefs  to 
thofe  of  Muxadavad,  which  fhall  pafs  in  the  pro¬ 
vinces. 

1  confent  to  the  Englijh  company's  coining  their  own 
imports  of  bullion  and  gold  into  ficcas. 

VI.  That  a  treaty  fhall  be  ratified,  by  figning 
and  fealing,  and  fwearing  to  abide  by  the  articles 
therein  contained,  not  only  by  the  Nabob,  but  his 
principal  officers  and  minifters. 

I  have  fealed  and  figned  the  articles  before  the  pre - 
fence  of  God. 

VII.  That  Admiral  Watfon,  and  Colonel  Clive, 
on  the  part  and  behalf  of  the  Engliffi  nation, 
and  of  the  company,  do  agree  to  live  in  a  good 

under- 
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underftanding  with  the  Nabob  •,  to  put  an  end  to  A.  D. 
thefe  troubles,  and  to  be  in  friendfhip  with  him  /i; ' 
whilft  thefe  articles  are  performed  and  obferved  by 
the  Nabob. 

I  have  fealed  and  fgned  the  foregoing  articles  upon 
thefe  terms  that  if  the  governor  and  council  willfign 
and feal  them  with  the  company's  feal ,  and  will  fwear 
to  the  performance  on  their  part ,  I  then  confent  and 
agree  to  them. 


The  Nabob  humbled,  his  hands  tied  from  aft-  Refblution 
ing  againfl.  us ;  and  the  company  in  pofleflion  of  French 
all  their  fettlements  and  forts,  it  was  refolved,  by  at  Chan* 
the  commanders  in  chief,  together  with  the  go¬ 
vernor  and  council  of  Calcutta,  to  turn  their  arms 
againft  the  French,  in  thofe  parts,  and  to  begin 
with  Chandenagore,  a  place  of  confiderable 
flrength,  and  the  principal  fettlement  of  the 
French  in  that  part  of  India  ;  fituate  a  little  higher 
than  Calcutta,  upon  the  fame  river.  Colonel  Clive 
undertook  the  land  fervice,  and  with  200  of  the  ftrensth 

u  our  army, 

Bombay  troops,  400  more  Europeans  and  1600 
Blacks,  he  immediately  marched  to  Chandena¬ 
gore,  before  the  French  could  expeft  fuch  a  vifit. 

His  firft  ftep  was  to  make  himfelf  maker  of  all 
the  French  outpofts,  which  he  foon  accomplilhed  ; 
except  one  redoubt,  fituate  between  the  river  fide 
and  the  walls  of  the  fort,  mounting  eight  pieces 
of  cannon  of  24  pounders,  four  of  which  pointed 
down  the  river.  So  that  it  was  necefiary  to  wait 
the  arrival  of  the  men  of  war.  Admiral  Watfon 
undertook  the  attack  by  fea  *,  and  on  the  1 8th  came 

to 
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to  an  anchor  with  the  Kent,  Tyger  and  Salifbury, 
about  two  miles  below  Chandenagore ;  where  he 
found  the  pafifage  of  the  river  obftrudted  by  fink¬ 
ing  two  fhips,  a  ketch,  a  hulk,  a  fnow,  and  a 
veflel  without  any  mails,  all  diredtly  in  the  chan¬ 
nel,  within  gun-fhot  of  the  fort,  and  by  laying 
two  bombs  moored  with  chains  acrofs  the  river. 

This  obftrudtion  caufed  a  confiderable  delay. 
Eut  as  foon  as  the  bombs  were  cut  adrift,  the 
Admiral,  by  founding,  found  out  another  channel, 
with  fufflcient  water  tor  his  fhips  to  pafs  through. 
He  was  joined  on  this  occafion  by  Admiral  Pocock, 
who  hoiked  his  flag  on  board  the  Tyger.  So  that 
on  the  24th,  at  fix  in  the  morning,  this  petty 
fquadron  weighed  and  failed  up  in  the  following 
order,  the  Tyger,  Kent,  and  Salifbury.  At  ten 
minutes  after  fix  the  enemy  began  firing  from  the 
redoubt,  which  was  abandoned  as  foon  as  the 
leading  fliip  got  a-breaft  of  it.  At  three  quarters 
after  fix  the  fhips  were  placed,  when  the  fignal 
was  made  for  engaging,  which  continued  very 
brifk  on  both  Tides  till  a  quarter  pafi:  nine.  The 
enemy  then  waved  over  the  walls  a  flag  of  truce, 
and  defired  to  capitulate  ;  and  the  articles  being 
agreed  upon  and  figned,  Captain  Latham,  of  the 
Tyger,  was  fent  a-fhore  to  receive  the  keys,  and 
take  pofl'eflion  of  the  fort.  Colonel  Clive  marched 
in,  with  the  King’s  troops,  about  five  in  the  after¬ 
noon. 

They  had  in  the  fort  1200  men,  of  which  500 
Europeans  and  700  Blacks  ;  183  pieces  of  cannon 
from  24  pounders  downwards,  three  fmalbmortars, 
2  and 
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and  a  confiderable  quantity  of  ammunition.  Be-  A.  D. 
fides  the  fhips  and  veflels  funk  below,  to  flop  up 

r  Lois. 

the  channel,  they  funk  and  run  a-fhore  five  large 
fhips  above  the  fort.  Four  (loops  and  a  fnow  were 
taken  in  the  harbour.  The  enemy  had  killed  in 
the  fort  40  men,  and  70  wounded.  The  Kent 
had  19  men  killed,  and  50  wounded. 

All  the  officers  and  men  in  general,  agreeable 
to  their  ufual  bravery,  behaved  with  great  fpirit 
and  refolution  on  this  occafion  ;  as  did  alfo  the 
land  forces,  who  kept  a  good  and  conflant  fire,  the 
whole  time,  from  two  batteries  of  four  and  two 
guns,  which  they  had  raifed  near  the  fort. 

Articles  of  capitulation  propofed  by  the  Dire  It  or  and 
Council  for  the  French  Eaft  India  company’s  affairs 
at  Chandenagore ,  to  Vice  Admiral  Wat f on,  with 
his  anjwers,  March  23J,  1 757. 

Art.  I.  Hjp  H  E  lives  of  the  deferters  (hall  be  Capitula- 
"*■  faved.  tlou* 

Anf.  1 he  deferters  fhall  be  abfolutely  given  up. 

II.  All  the  officers  of  this  garrifon  fhall  be  pri- 
foners  on  their  parole  of  honour ;  that  they  fhall 
have  liberty  to  carry  with  them  all  their  effects, 
and  go  where  they  pleafe,  on  promifing  they  will 
not  ferve  againu  his  Britannic  Majefty  during  the 
prefent  war. 

The  admiral  agrees  to  this. 

III.  The  foldiers  of  the  garrifon  fhall  be  pri¬ 
soners  of  war,  fo  long  as  the  prefent  war  conti¬ 
nues  :  ^nd  when  peace  is  made  between  the  King 

of 
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A.  D.  of  France  and  the  King  of  England,  they  fhall 
1  57'  be  fent  to  Pondicherry,  and  till  then  be  entertain¬ 
ed  at  the  expence  of  the  Englifh  company. 

The  admiral  likewife  agrees ,  with  this  difference 
only,  that  injlead  of  fending  the  foldiers  to  Pondi¬ 
cherry,  they  Jhall  be  fent  to  Madrafs  or  to  England , 
as  the  admiral  Jhall  hereafter  think  proper  \  and  that 
fuch  foreigners ,  who  are  not  of  the  French  nation , 
and  chufe  voluntarily  to  enter  into  the  Englifh  fervice , 
fhall  have  liberty. 

IV.  The  Sepoys  of  the  garrifon  fhall  not  be 
prifoners  of  war,  they  (hall  have  leave,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  to  return  on  the  coaft  in  their  country. 

The  admiral  agrees  to  this. 

V.  The  officers  and  men  of  the  company’s 
European  (hip  St.  Conteft,  (hall  be  fent  to  Pon¬ 
dicherry  in  the  firfb  Engliffi  (hip,  which  goes  to  the 
coaft. 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  European  fhip  Jhall  be 
upon  the  fame  footing  as  the  foldiers ,  and  to  be  fent  to 
Madrafs  or  to  England  as  foon  as  pojfible. 

VI.  The  French  jeiuit  fathers  (hall  have  liberty 
to  exercife  the  functions  of  their  religion  in  the 
houfe  which  has  been  affigned  them  ftnce  the  de- 
moliftiing  of  their  church  :  the  filver  ornaments, 
and  every  thing  that  belongs  to  the  church,  fhall 
be  given  them,  and  alfo  their  effedts. 

The  admiral  cannot  agree  to  any  Europeans  refiding 
here ,  but  that  the  French  jefuits  may  go  to  Pondi¬ 
cherry,  with  all  the  ornaments  of  their  church ,  or 
wherever  they  pleafe. 


VII.  All 
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VII.  All  the  inhabitants,  of  what  nation  or 
quality  foever,  as  Europeans,  Muftees,  Chriftians, 
Blacks,  Gentils,  Moors,  and  others,  fhall  be  put 
in  pofieffion  of  their  houfes,  and  all  in  general  as 
fhall  be  found  belonging  to  them,  either  in  the 
fort,  or  on  their  eftates. 

In  regard  to  this  article ,  to  be  left  to  the  admiral , 
who  will  do  juftice. 

VIII.  The  factories  of  Cafiembuzar,  Dacca, 
Patna,  Jeuda,  and  of  Bellafore,  fhall  remain  at 
the  command  of  the  chiefs,  who  direct  them. 

'To  be  fettled  between  the  Nabob  and  the  admiral. 

IX.  The  director,  counfellors,  and  thofe  em¬ 
ployed  under  them,  fhall  have  leave  to  go  where 
they  pleafe,  with  their  cloaths  and  linen. 

The  admiral  agrees  to  this. 

The  admiral  expetts  an  anfwer  by  three  o’clock 
this  afternoon,  and  that  the  Britifli  forces  may 
take  pofieffion  of  the  fort  by  four. 

The  above-mentioned  proportions  have  been 
accepted  of  by  the  council ,  in  confequence  of 
which  we  have  delivered  up  the  fortrefs  of  Chan- 
denagore  to  Admiral  Watfon. 

Chandenagore  the  23d  of  March  1757. 

P.  Renault ,  Laporliere ,  M.  Fournier , 

F.  Nicolas ,  A.  Cailloit ,  Sugues. 


38t 

A.  D. 

1 757- 


Having  thus  made  ufe  of  the  opportunity  to 
crufh  the  French  power,  when  the  Nabob  was  not  ings  in  re¬ 
in  a  condition  to  give  them  any  affiftance  j  they  fijabob.  ‘e 
now  lerioufly  turn  their  thoughts  upon  the  conduct 
of  the  Viceroy,  fince  his  laft  folemn  engagements 

with  ^ 
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A.  D.  with  the  Engliffi  ;  and  finding  that  his  dilatory 
17 57'  performance  of  his  obligations  by  treaty,  and  his 
frequent  prevarications  and  tokens  of  difiike,  from 
the  very  moment  of  his  figning  that  treaty,  in¬ 
dicated  his  intention  to  be  bad,  they  thought  it  a 
proper  and  neceffary  meafure  to  renew  hoftilities 
with  the  Indians:  the  Viceroy  having  given  them 
fufficient  reafons  to  do  themfelves  juftice  by  way 
of  arms. 

Remarks  How  a  war  in  thefe  circumftances  would  have 
theieon.  juftified,  which  was  to  be  undertaken,  and 

mull  have  been  in  a  great  meafure  depending  upon 
the  fuccefs  of  the  army  by  land *,  an  army  that 
did  not  exceed  2300  men,  including  1600  Blacks, 
againft  the  whole  ftrength  of  the  kingdom  of 
Bengal  and  its  allies,  is  not  conceivable.  But  here 
we  may  properly  apply  the  old  proverb,  Audaces 
for  tuna  juv  at.  The  brave  are  fortunate.  A  lucky, 
unforefeen,  unexpected  accident  helps  out  the 
little  army  of  conquerors  in  their  defires.  It  was 
decreed  that  they  fihould  be  the  fcourge  of  that 
tyrant,  that  inhuman  barbarian,  who,  a  few 
months  before,  took  a  pleafure  in  the  tragedy  of 
Calcutta. 

Favoured  While,  therefore,  the  commanders,  &c.  were 

fonoVthS”  confulting  about  the  expediency  and  practicability 
Nabob's  f  f0  great  and  hazardous  an  undertaking,  which, 

sre at  men.  0 


with  fuccefs,  would  deliver  the  company  from  the 
difficulties,  under  which  they  were  often  obliged  to 
yield  to  the  caprice  and  impofitions  of  the  Nabob 
and  his  officers,  and  in  a  manner  make  them 
mailers  of  the  whole  trade  of  the  kingdom  of 


Bengal ; 
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Bengal ;  and  on  the  contrary,  which,  if  they  A.  D* 
fhould  fail  in  the  attempt,  might  be  attended  with 
the  total  extirpation  of  their  nation  from  the 
Ganges,  and  with  a  prohibition  of  all  commerce  with 
the  Englifh  for  the  future ;  Nabob  Suraja  Doula 
behaved  in  fo  tyrannical  a  manner  to  his  own  fub- 
jedts,  and  efpecially  to  his  great  men  and  generals, 
whom  he  treated  with  indignity  and  contempt,  for  How  they 
remonftrating  againft  the  meafures,  he  was  adopt-  weie  dic¬ 
ing  and  executing  upon  the  advice  of  his  fa- 
vourites  and  fycophants,  that  there  arofe  a  general 
difcontent ;  and  a  confpiracy  was  formed,  to  depofe 
him,  by  fome  of  his  principal  officers ;  provided 
they  could  engage  the  Engliffi  to  favour  the  revo¬ 
lution. 

The  defign  was  communicated  from  the  confpi-  . 

0  #  r  Their  con- 

rators  by  Jaffier  Ali  Cawn,  his  prime  minifter,  fpiracy 
a  nobleman  of  great  authority  and  influence,  and  catedto"he 
at  the  head  of  the  confpiracy,  to  Mr.  Watts,  fecond  En§llflu 
in  council  at  Calcutta.  An  affair  of  this  delicate 
nature,  and  propofed  by  a  prime  minifter,  re¬ 
quired  great  confideration  and  penetration  to  guard 
againft  that  deception  and  cunning,  for  which  the 
Eafterns  are  fo  remarkable  in  all  their  dealings. 

It  was  well  known  that  the  Nabob  treated  his  fub- 
jefts  with  a  tyrannical  fpirit ;  but  it  was.  alfo 
known,  that  they  were  accuftomed  to  flavery,  and 
that  they  carried  the  yoke,  as  a  matter  of  duty. 

The  Nabob’s  haughtinefs  towards  his  great  men, 
and  his  attachment  to  favourites  of  violent  and 
perfidious  principles,  were  no  fecrets :  but  it  was 
running  the  utmoft  hazard  to  truft  the  delibera¬ 
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■A.  D.  tions  of  the  conferences  at  Calcutta  to  the  prime 
/5/’  minifter  of  the  power,  they  were  calculated  to  de- 
How  ma-  ftroy.  In  this  dilemma  Mr.  Watts  managed  the 
Mr  Watts  intercourfe  he  had  with  the  prime  minifter,  fo  pru¬ 
dently,  that  he  drew  from  him  fufficient  convidtion 
of  his  fincerity  ;  and  of  the  manner  how  the  con- 
fpirators  were  to  adt  their  part,  when  matters  fhould 
be  brought  to  an  open  rupture  between  the  Eng- 
lifh  and  the  Nabob,  before  he  would  confent  to 
lay  the  propofal  before  the  council  5  not  feeming 
too  forward  ;  but  making  a  merit  of,  and  the 
prime  minifter  accountable  for,  every  ftep  the 
Englilh  fhould  take,  by  this  requifition,  in  a  rup¬ 
ture,  which,  he  had  the  addrefs  to  fay,  was  to  de¬ 
liver  the  natives  from  tyranny  and  oppreflion. 

A  treaty  being  fettled  between  the  council  and 
officers  of  the  fleet  and  army  at  Calcutta,  and  the 
confpirators ;  the  company  were  to  renew  hoftili- 
ties  to  oblige  the  Viceroy  to  fulfil  the  ftipulations 
of  the  late  treaty.  Jaffier,  on  his  part,  promifed 
to  defert  his  mafter  with  the  beft  troops  in  his 
army,  on  the  field  of  battle.  Accordingly  Colo¬ 
nel  Clive  took  the  field  "  with  all  the  force  he 
could  mufter,  which  did  not  exceed  1000  Eu¬ 
ropeans,  and  2000  Blacks  ;  befides  50  feamen, 
under  the  command  of  a  lieutenant  and  feven 
midffiipmen,  to  manage  eight  pieces  of  cannon, 
the  whole  of  their  artillery,  though  he  drew  out 
the  garrifon  from  Chandenagore,  which  the  Ad- 

nOn  the  13th  of  June  1737  the  army  marched  from  Chan¬ 
denagore  to  Muxadavad,  the  capital  of  the  province. 
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mira]  engaged  to  replace  with  Teamen.  This  was  A.  D. 
the  whole  drength  in  this  undertaking,  except  a  17S7‘ 
20  gun  (hip  dationed  above  Hughley,  to  preferve 
a  communication  between  the  fleet  and  army. 

On  the  1 8th  they  took  Catwa  by  dorm  •,  and  with-  Catwa 
out  much  refiflance  or  any  lofs.  This  was  a  ne-  aken  by 
cefiary  precaution,  in  order  to  fecure  a  retreat,  in 
cafe  of  a  mifcarriage  ;  this  town  and  fort  being 
fituated  advantageoufly  on  that  branch  of  the 
river,  which  forms  the  ifland  Caflimbuzzar* 

Here  alfo  intelligence  was  expe&ed  from  the  con- 
fpirators,  for  their  future  condudt.  But  it  does  not 
appear  that  Jaffier  dared  yet  to  trull  to  his  interefl 
in  the  Nabob’s  army •,  which  was  aflembling  with 
all  diligence  about  the  capital,  at  the  firfl  news  of 
the  motion  of  the  Englifh  army  towards  Muxa- 
davad. 

Colonel  Clive  continued  at  Catwa  three  days, 
and  on  the  2 2d  eroded  the  river,  and  advanced 
immediately  to  attack  the  Nabob’s  army  °,  which  Strengthof 
confided  of  20,000  men,  well  provided  with  ar-  bob’f  ar¬ 
tillery  ;  exclufive  of  two  divifions  under  the  com-  my* 
mand  of  the  confpirators.  Their  24  pounders, 
under  the  direction  of  French  gunners,  began  to 
play  about  feven  in  the  morning,  long  before  our 
field  pieces  were  able  to  do  any  execution.  But 
what  carried  the  mod  difagreeable  afpedt  in  this 
day’s  fervice,  was  the  behaviour  of  the  confpira¬ 
tors  *,  who,  during  the  engagement,  remained  inac¬ 
tive  fpedlators,  leaving  the  whole  work  to  be  done 

0  Encamped  on  the  plains  of  Plailfey. 
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between  the  Nabob’s  divifion  and  the  Englifh  •,  as 
if  they  were  determined  to  clofe  in,  and  fhare  with, 
the  conquerors,  in  the  triumphs  of  vitftory,  on  which 
fide  foever  it  might  declare  •,  or,  if  the  Englifh 
army  had  been  cut  off  and  utterly  deftroyed,  to  fall 
upon  the  Nabob’s  troops  fatigued  and  wafted  with 
the  fervice  of  the  day,  and  fo  work  their  deliver¬ 
ance  from  both  the  Nabob  and  the  Englifh. 

In  this  doubtful  fituation,  Providence  fupplied 
the  deficiency  of  numbers.  It  was  defperate  to 
march  up  to  the  mouths  of  fo  numerous  an  ar¬ 
tillery.  A  fmart  fhower  of  rain  removed  this 
difficulty  and  danger.  The  enemy  drew  their 
cannon  out  of  the  rain  into  the  camp  under  cover. 
Colonel  Clive  availed  himfelf  of  this  capital  error, 
by  a  well  placed  detachment,  which  prevented 
their  being  brought  again  into  adlion ;  and  with 
a  prefence  of  mind,  refolution  and  conduit,  pe¬ 
culiar  to  himfelf,  having  hitherto  covered  his 
men  from  the  enemy’s  cannon,  by  a  favourable 
difpofition  under  a  mud  wall,  that  encompaffed 
a  grove  in  the  midft  of  the  plain,  he  refolved  to 
attack  the  Nabob’s  trenches,  about  four  in  the 
afternoon.  The  grenadiers  under  the  command 
of  Major  Kelpatrick  were  ordered  to  advance, 
with  two  pieces  of  cannon  :  which  they  performed 
with  extraordinary  refolution  and  bravery,  doing 
great  execution  with  their  field  pieces,  in  their 
firft  oniet.  They  then  made  a  fecond  attack  upon 
another  quarter;  and,  in  about  half  an  hour,  a 
third  againft  a  third  poft,  the  Sepoys  keeping  a 
continual  fire,  the  whole  time,  into  the  enemy’s 
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trenches,  killed  feveral  perfons  of  the  beft  di-  A •  D* 

7  L  17Z7* 

ftindlion.  This  difpirited  the  Nabob’s  forces :  the 
right  and  center  fled,  abandoning  their  camp  and 
artillery  •,  which  threw  the  whole  Indian  army  into 
confuflon  :  this  was  no  l'ooner  perceived  than  or¬ 
ders  were  given  to  ftorm  the  trenches  ;  and  thofe 
orders  were  executed  with  fo  much  firmnefs  and 
chearfulnefs,  that  the  enemy  was  entirely  routed, 
leaving  behind  them  42  pieces  of  large  cannon.  The  ene- 
The  Nabob  had  400  men  killed  and  600  wound-  ”U^°U 
ed  :  whereas  there  were  not  above  20  killed  and  both  fides. 
50  wounded,  the  greateft  part  of  whom  were  Se¬ 
poys,  on  our  part. 

The  unfortunate  Nabob,  convinced  of  the  trea-  TheNabob 

.  .  .  _  .  .  flies  for  his 

fon  of  his  principal  officers,  and  not  daring  to  0Wn fafety. 
truft  himfelf  with  troops,  that  would  not  defend 
a  fortified  camp  againft  fuch  a  handful  of  men, 
fled  alfo  with  the  few  that  continued  faithful  to 
him.  Jaffier  Ali  Cawn  and  Roy  Dolab,  the  next  The  con- 
in  command  in  the  army,  now  declaring  openly  de'dare* 
againft  their  defeated  fovereign,  hafted  away  to themklves* 
fecure  the  capital,  and,  by  their  own  defire,  were 
followed  by  the  victorious  army,  to  place  Jaffier 
Ali  Cawn,  according  to  treaty,  on  the  ancient 
throne  of  the  Nabobs  of  Bengal,  Bahar  and 
Oiixa. 

Colonel  Clive  marched  to  Muxadavad,  and  was  Colonel 

.  .  .  ,  c  .  ,  Clive’s  en- 

received  into  the  city,  with  every  token  or  joy  and  try  into 
gratitude  for  the  fervice  he  had  done,  in  delivering  ^xada* 
that  country  from  tyranny  and  oppreffion  :  Jaffier  A1;  Cawn 
Ali  Cawn  was  proclaimed  Nabob;  and  a  few  days  madeNa- 
after  the  Nabob  Suraja  Doula  was  traced,  feized 

'  B  b  2  and 
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and  privately  put  to  death,  in  the  25th  year  of 
his  age. 

Thus,  in  about  thirteen  days,  this  extraordi¬ 
nary  revolution,  in  defiance  of  the  moft  powerful 
Nabob  in  the  eaft,  whofe  dominions  were  not  in¬ 
ferior  to  moft  kingdoms  in  Europe,  in  extent,  in 
inhabitants,  and  in  the  richnefs  of  its  commerce; 
and  whofe  military  ftrength  was  very  refpedable, 
both  as  to  numbers,  artillery  and  difcipline,  was 
accomplifbed,  with  lefs  force  and  trouble  than 
often  is  required  to  take  a  petty  fortrefs  in  Ger¬ 
many  or  Flanders. 

The  rejoicings  at  Muxadavad  did  not  delay  bu- 
finefs.  They  that  placed  Ali  Cawn  on  the  feat  of 
dominion,  immediately  exaded  a  ratification  of 
the  treaty  he  had  previoufly  figned  with  the  com¬ 
pany  •,  and  it  was  executed  as  far  as  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  times  would  permit.  By  that  treaty 
the  former  ad  of  pacification,  figned  on  the  9th 
of  February  1757,  by  the  Nabob  fince  depofed, 
was  ratified  and  explained.  A  firm  of  2,212,500 
pounds  was  agreed  to  be  paid  in  two  moieties,  in 
fatisfadion  of  the  third  article  of  that  treaty,  of 
which  one  moiety  was  paid  loon  after  the  acceffion 
of  Ali  Cawn  ;  and  he  affigned  funds  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  cf  the  other  moiety.  The  French  were 
for  ever  prohibited  from  fettling  in  the  three  pro¬ 
vinces.  The  company’s  territories  were  enlarged 
with  a  very  great  extent.  Their  privileges  con¬ 
firmed.  The  Nabob  divefted  himfelf  and  fuc- 
ceflors  of  all  right  of  building  new  fortifications 
below  Hughley,  near  the  Ganges.  He  granted 
1  the 
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the  company  a  leafe  of  the  Salt  Petre  of  Patna, 
which  had  been  a  perpetual  bone  of  contention 
between  them  and  the  Dutch ;  and  he  rewarded 
the  army  and  the  fleet  with  a  prefen t  of  625,0001. 
fterling;  befldes  immenfe  riches  in  jewels,  &c. 
bellowed  on  the  officers,  amonglt  which  was  a 
turbant  valued  at  1 8,000 1. — It  was  this  adion 
that  merited  the  public  title  of  the  heaven  horn  The  hea- 
general ,  which  all  the  world  can’t  take  from  the  general, 
commander  in  chief,  then  Colonel,  now  Lord 
Clive,  who,  untutored  in  the  art  of  war,  per¬ 
formed  heroic  and  more  advantageous  adions  in 
the  field  than  any  of  his  cotemporaries,  whole 
atchievements  are  recorded  with  the  blood  of. 
hundreds  of  thoufands  left  in  the  field  of  battle,  at 
the  vafi:  expence  of  many  millions  of  money,  and 
with  the  diffatisfadory  accumulation  of  heavy 
taxes.  Colonel  Clive  returned  to  his  native  coun¬ 
try  full  of  glory  and  riches,  to  reap  the  favours  of 
a  grateful  nation.  His  Majefty  created  him  a  Lord. 

. — The  company  fettled  a  large  penfion  upon  him. 

But  Admiral  Watfon,  after  eftablifhing  a  great  Admiral 
and  lafling  reputation  for  his  wifdom,  his  courage,  deaatj|'.Jn  ' 
and  his  humanity,  was  cut  off  by  the  unwhol- 
fomenefs  of  the  climate,  very  foon  p  after  the 
days  of  rejoicing  for  this  fignal  vidory  were  over. 

By  whofe  death  the  chief  command  in  thofe  feas  Admiral 
devolved  on  Admiral  Pocock.  command  - 

Great  as  thefe  advantages  feem  to  be,  they  were  «-in  chief. 

....  Import- 

confidered  only  colateral  to  the  grand  objed  otanceofthi? 

revolution 
to  Great 

f  On  the  j  6th  of  Auguft  1757.  Britain. 
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the  war,  in  a  national  light.  They  enriched  in¬ 
dividuals  engaged  in  the  fervice :  they  increaled 
the  riches  and  power  of  the  united  Englilh  Eaft 
India  company  :  they  annoyed  the  enemy,  and 
ruined  their  trade  and  interefts,  and  thereby  cut 
off  the  refources,  they  otherwife  would  have  drawn 
from  thofe  diftant  climes,  to  maintain  the  war  in 
Europe  and  America. 

But  the  advices  from  North  America  continued 
fo  unfavourable,  that  the  nation  received  but  little 
joy  in  thefe  victorious  accounts  from  the  Eaft.  A 
fquadron  of  Ihips  had  been  fent q  under  Admiral 
Holborne,  but  to  no  purpofe.  The  French,  it 
is  true,  were  driven  off  from  Fort  William  Hen¬ 
ry  r.  But  this  was  no  more  than  a  fhort  refpite, 
till  the  enemy  could  return  with  a  more  effectual 
force. — No  part  of  our  arms  felt  the  effeCts 
of  the  adminiftration  after  Mr.  Pitt  was  turned 
out,  more  than  in  North  America.  Every  thing 
feemed  to  devolve  into  the  old  channel  of  difcord 
and  inactivity.  Lord  Loudon,  on  whofe  confidence 
with  the  American  provinces  depended  all  that  part 
ot  his  commiftion,  which  could  not  be  executed 
without  harmony  and  concord,  loft  all  his  popu¬ 
larity  by  laying  an  embargo  5  on  all  the  {hips  in 
North  American  ports,  in  order  that  the  enemy 
might  not  receive  any  intelligence  of  his  defigns ; 
without  confidering  that  the  enemy  received  their 
intelligence  chiefly,  if  not  altogether,  by  land, 
upon  that  continent  j  and  alfo  to  make  provifions 

i  See  page  168.  Vol.  II.  '  See  p.  181,  &c.  Vol.  II. 

*  On  the  jd  of  Marcl}. 
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plenty  and  cheap  for  the  army  and  navy  *,  where-  A-  D. 
as  he  fhould  have  known,  that  the  exports  can  '  ’ '  ‘ 
never  exhauft  the  great  quantities  of  provifions 
-  which  the  Britifh  colonies  in  general  produce,  but 
more  efpecially  in  this  year,  when  the  crops  of 
corn  were  extraordinary.  So  that  by  this  em¬ 
bargo  the  merchant,  the  planter,  and  labourer,  all 
fullered,  while  the  contractors  put  immenfe  fums 
into  their  pockets  ;  and  corn  became  a  drug  in 
America,  while  England,  that  year,  was  in  dread 
of  a  famine,  and  deprived  of  relief  from  her  co¬ 
lonies,  by  an  ill-judged  and  ill-timed  embargo. 

The  fecret  intended  to  be  covered  by  this  em-  its  inutfli- 
bargo  was,  a  projected  expedition  againft  Louif- 
bourg,  in  conjunction  with  a  naval  force  expeCted  p°kd. 
at  Hallifax.  But  how  was  this  managed  ?  As 
for  the  naval  force,  you  have  already  feen  how  it 
was  delayed  (page  168,  169).  And  as  for  the  land 
army  :  Lord  Loudon  drew  the  troops  from  the  army  fail 
northern  frontier  of  the  Britifh  fettlements  adjoin-  fHX. 
ing  to  Canada,  and  from  other  parts,  till  he  had 
collected  a  body  of  6000  men,  with  which  his 
Lordfnip  embarked  at  New  York,  on  the  19th  of 
June,  under  the  convoy  of  three  frigates  only,  it 
mult  be  owned,  with  great  intrepidity,  but  with 
manifeft  danger  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  whofe  fuperiority  in  thofe  feas,  at  that 
time,  proved  a  fufhcient  argument  to  fet  the  expe¬ 
dition  againft  Louifbourg  afide,  after  the  arrival  of  f-jl'e  when 
the  fquadron  under  Admiral  Holbourn  ;  though 
it  was  then  found,  that  the  army  amounted  to  Holboum. 

B  b  4  12,000 
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12,000  effe&ive  men,  and  the  fleet  conflfted  of 
15  fail  of  the  line,  and  18  frigates,  &c. 

Lord  Loudon  arrived  with  his  troops  at  Halli- 
fax  on  the  29th  of  June  ;  Admiral  Holbourn  did 
not  make  that  rendezvous  before  the  9  th  of  July  : 
yet,  as  if  delay  had  been  an  eflential  part  of  their 
inftrudlions,  near  a  month  was  coniumed  at  Hal- 
lifax  in  exercifing  the  troops  •,  and,  by  feints,  ac- 
cuftoming  them  to  divers  forts  of  attacks  and  de¬ 
fence.  Thefe  fteps  were  condemned,  by  fome, 
as — “  keeping  the  courage  of  his  Majefly’s  fol- 
“  diers  at  bay,  and  expending  the  nation’s  wealth 
“  in  making  fham  fights  and  planting  cabbages  % 
“  when  they  ought  to  have  been  fighting  the 
“  enemies  of  their  king  and  country  in  reality.” 

It  was  the  firft  of  Auguft  before  thefe  troops 
embarked,  to  proceed  againfl:  Louifbourg.  But 
there  was  Hill  a  fatal  remora.  A  packet,  fup- 
pofed  to  be  a  ftratagem  to  intimidate  the  Britilh 
commanders,  with  an  exaggerated  account  of  the 
garrifon,  and  others  bearing  arms  in  that  fortifi¬ 
cation,  threw  itfelf in  the  way  of  this  fine  fleet; 
was  taken  and  brought  in,  with  all  her  difpatches, 
though  chafed  many  hours,  which  was  fufficient 
to  fufped  the  contrivance  ;  for  real  packets  always 
throw  their  difpatches  overboard.  By  the  letters 
found  on  board  this  pretended  packet,  the  naval 

u  Alluding  to  ahafly  expreflion  of  Lord  Charles  Hay,  who 
was  a  Major  General  in  this  armament,  and  one  of  the  braveft 
and  belt  officers  in  this  fervice  ;  but  was  put  under  an  arrefl 
for  fome  public’ reflexions  on  theconduft  of  affairs  in  America. 
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ftrength  at  Louifbourg  was  fixed  at  feventeen  {hips  A-  D- 


of  the  line  and  three  frigates,  which  might  not 
be  much  exaggerated  ;  but  there  was  certainly  a  Th®  Fe' 


tended 


very  grand  augmentation  in  the  military  ftrength,  ftrength 
which,  upon  paper,  amounted  to  6000  Europeans,  bourg. 
3000  natives,  and  300  Indians  :  with  this  gafco- 
nade,  that  the  place  was  well  fupplied  with  mili¬ 
tary  {lores,  and  the  people  defiring  nothing  more 
than  to  be  attacked. 

This  intelligence  produced  a  council  of  war ;  Refoluti 
and  it  was  therein  refolved,  upon  the  credit  ofCOUndl 
this  advice,  to  lay  afide  the  intended  expedition  ;  war* 
a  refolution  that  had  been  feveral  times  before 
attempted,  but  had  been  as  often  defeated  by 
thofe,  who  rather  chofe  to  encounter  all  dangers, 
than  to  do  nothing. 

Lord  Loudon  made  his  difpofitions w  imme-  ^ord  L( 
diately  for  returning  to  New  York,  where  he  ar-  turns, 
rived  on  the  30th  of  Auguft.  Admiral  Holbourn 
continued,  forfome  time,  cruifing  off  Cape  Bretonx, 
in  expectation  of  an  opportunity  to  attack  the 
French  fquadron  in  its  return  to  Old  France,  and 
to  carry  fome  of  them  to  England.  But  his  hopes 

w  He  garrifoned  Hallifax  with  three  battalions,  and  fent 
two  more  up  the  Bay  of  Fundy. 

x  On  the  20th  he  appeared  off  Louifbourg,  fo  near  as  within 
two  miles,  and  to  fee  the  French  Admiral  make  the  fignal  for 
his  fhips  to  unmoor.  At  which  fight  the  Englifh  Admiral  re¬ 
treated,  and  made  the  beft  of  his  way  to  Hallifax  j  where, 
being  reinforced  with  four  fhips  of  the  line,  he  returned  to 
Louifbourg  ;  but  could  not  draw  the  French  out  to  an  equal 
engagement. 


were 
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were  rendered  abortive  by  a  vioJent  ftorm^on  the 
24th  of  September,  which  difperfed  31  and  flut¬ 
tered  his  fleet  terribly".  So  that  being  forced  off 
his  ftation,  and  fomeof  his  flflps  greatly  diffreffed, 
he  was  obliged  to  fleer  away  with  all  jpeed  for 
England  ;  but  left  eight  men  of  war  under  Lord 
Colville,  to  protect  the  trade,  watch  Louiflboug, 
and  to  annoy  the  enemy. 

This  was  not  the  only  misfortune  that  befel 
Great  Britain  this  fummer,  in  her  American  war. 
By  Lord  Loudon  s  draughting  off  the  military 
from  the  frontiers  of  the  northern  provinces,  for 
the  expedition  againft  Louifbourg,  his  Lordlhip 
left  them  more  and  more  expofed  to  the  activity 
and  watchfulnefs  of  Montcalm,  who,  as  foon  as 
it  was  known,  that  the  troops  were  embarked  in 

y  It  lafted  fourteen  hours :  when  it  began,  the  fleet  was 
about  forty  leagues  from  Louifbourg,  and  towards  the  end  of 
it,  the  fhips  were  within  two  miles  of  the  rocks  and  breakers ; 
lo  that,  had  not  the  wind  fuddenly  lhifted  from  fouth-eaft  to 
iouthweft,  they  would,  in  all  probability,  have  been  drove  a- 
fhore,  and  totally  loft. 

z  The  Grafton  of  70  guns,  the  Tilbury  of  60,  'the  Centu¬ 
rion  of  50  guns,  and  the  Ferret  floop.  The  Tilbury  was  loft  ; 
the  crew  were  taken  up  by  the  French,  and  civilly  treated ; 
except  Captain  Barnfley  ;  Mr.  Dennis,  captain  of  the  marines  ; 
Mr.  Crockfon,  captain  of  the  grenadiers ;  Mr.  Plunket,  mailer  ■ 
Mr.  Jones,  furgeon ;  Mr.  Walker,  purler  ;  Mr.  Smith,  chap¬ 
lain  ;  Mr.  Mackintofh,  gunner ;  Mr.  Trufcot,  midfhipman  ; 
fome  private  men  of  the  foldiers  and  failors,  who  all  perilhed. 

*  Twelve  {hips  were  almoft  difmafted,  and  others  very 
much  damaged. 
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their  way  to  Hallifax,  prepared  to  take  advantage 
of  their  abfence b. 

Fort  William  Henry,  which  in  the  fpring  of 
the  year  had  been  ftormed  by  the  troops  under 
M.  Montcalm  %  and  then  efcaped  only  by  the  vi¬ 
gilance  of  Major  Ayres,  the  commander  at  that 
time,  and  through  the  want  of  many  neceflaries  in 
the  French  army,  who  came  provided  only  for  a 
coup  de  main ,  to  take  it  by  furprize,  or  by  efca- 
lade,  became  the  fil'd  objed  of .  that  general’s 
operations.  The  garrifon  confided  of  2,500  men, 
and  General  Webb  was  encamped  with  4000  men 
not  far  off,  to  cover  the  fort  from  furprize. 

M.  Montcalm  affembled  an  army  of  10,000 
men,  including  Canadians  and  Indians  d  drawn 
from  Crown  Point,  Ticonderoga,  and  the  adjacent 
pods  •,  but  noc  with  that  fecrefy,  as  to  prevent  an 
early  account  of  his  defign  and  force  reaching  Ge¬ 
neral  Webb.  Who,  if  he  had  given  due  atten¬ 
tion  to  this  advice,  confirmed  by  Colonel  Parker’s 
lofs  %  and  raifed  the  militia  in  time  to  join  his  re¬ 
gular  forces,  might  have  obliged  the  French  Mar¬ 
ts  A  peace  was  concluded,  about  this  time,  with  the  Dela¬ 
wares,  the  Ten  Tribes  or  Nations,  and  the  Five  Nations. 
c  See  page  18 1,  &c.  Vol.  1 1. 

d  Some  of  thefe  were  fo  remote  that  they  had  not  learned 
the  ufe  of  fire-arms,  but  ufed  bows  and  arrows,  and  were  re- 
ferved  to  fall  upon  advanced  parties. 

=  On  the  2 1 11  of  July,  Colonel  Parker,  with  five  companies 
or  350  men,  made  an  excurfion  on  Lake  George,  to  recon¬ 
noitre  the  enemy  ;  next  day  they  fell  into  an  ambulh  of  the 
French,  who  were  marching  againlt  Fort  William  Henry  ; 
jro  were  tak$n  prifoners,  and  about  90  were  killed. 

quis 
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quis  once  more  to  retire  from  before  this  fort. 
But  the  Englifh  general  could  not  be  perfuaded  of 
the  reality  of  the  French  intentions.  He  could 
not  believe  that  they  had  a  force  fufficient  to  dif- 
pute  the  poffeflion  of  the  fort  with  him  and  the 
garrifon.  However,  Montcalm  foon  convinced 
Webb  of  his  error.  For,  on  the  2d  of  Auorurt, 
they  appeared  on  the  lake  :  which  {truck  Webb 
with  fuch  a  panic,  that  he  refolved  to  retire  to 
Fort  Edward  that  fame  night;  but  with  much 
perfuafions  was  prevailed  upon  to  (lay  till  next 
strength  of  morning  :  when  he  marched  off  early,  with  a 
ion.5311'"  ftrong  artillery,  leaving  the  defence  of  the  fort 
to  Colonel  Monro  and  Colonel  Young,  with  2,300 
men. 

While  the  trenches  were  forming,  M.  Mont¬ 
calm,  advifed  of  the  retreat  of  General  Webb, 
fent  the  following  letter,  by  way  of  fummons  to 
Colonel  Monro. 

S  I  R,  Augufl  3,  1 757. 

M.  Mont-  T  Have  this  morning  inverted  your  place  with  a 
calm’s  let-  -*■  numerous  army,  a  fuperior  artillery,  and  all 

ter  to  Col.  111  1 

Monro,  by  the  favages  from  the  higher  parts  of  the  country  ; 
itunmons.  the  cruelty  of  whom  a  detachment  of  your  garri¬ 
fon  have  lately  too  much  experienced.  I  an?  ob¬ 
liged  in  humanity  to  dertre  you  to  furrender  your 
fort.  I  have  it  yet  in  my  power  to  reftrain  the 
favages,  and  to  oblige  them  to  obferve  a  capitu¬ 
lation,  as  hitherto  none  of  them  are  killed,  which 
will  not  be  in  my  power  in  other  circumftances  ; 
and  your  infilling  on  your  defending  your  fort, 

can 
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can  only  retard  the  lofs  of  it  a  few  days,  and  muft  A.  D. 
of  neceflity  expofe  an  unhappy  garrifon,  who  can  I757' 
receive  no  fuccours,  confidering  the  precautions 
I  have  taken.  I  demand  a  decifive  anfwer  im¬ 
mediately,  for  which  purpofe  I  have  fent  you  the 
Sieur  Funtbrune,  one  of  my  aid-de-camps.  You 
may  credit  what  he  will  inform  you  as  from  me. 

1  am,  with  refpedb,  Sir, 


Your  moft  humble,  and 

molt  obedient  fervant. 


MONTCALM. 


To  which  the  gallant  commander  replied,  with 
a  dignity  that  became  one  in  his  ftation. 

The  fiege  was  regularly  formed  on  the  3d  with  Siege 


formed. 


all  the  force,  and  a  train  of  artillery.  The  In¬ 
dians  furrounding  the  bread-work  of  the  Eng- 
lifh,  whilft  the  French  hove  up  trenches.  The 


garrifon  behaved  with  courage  and  fkill,  fo  as  to 
retard  the  enemy’s  works  four  days  ;  during  which 
time  they  had  the  misfortune  to  burft  all  their  can¬ 
non  and  mortars,  except  two  nine  pounders,  one 
four  pounder  and  a  hawitzer.  Had  the  militia 
come  in  time  to  their  aid,  or  had  General  Webb 
taken  proper  meafures  cf  defence  upon  the  advice 
he  received,  it  is  very  probable  their  enterprize 
would  have  been  defeated  :  but  delay,  that  bane 
of  thefe  inadtive  times,  interpofed  to  the  ruin  of 
the  fort.  For  after  a  hot  cannonading  and  bom¬ 
barding  on  both  Tides,  till  the  gth,  the  garrifon 


being 
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A.  D.  being  informed  by  a  letter  f  from  General  Webb, 
intercepted  and  lent  to  the  commanding  officer  in 

f  General  WebV s  letter,  which  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  fur- 
render  of  Fort  William  Henry,  was  as  follows : 

S  I  JR.,  Fort  Edward,  Aug.  4.  12  at  neon. 

I  am  directed,  by  General  Webb,  to  acknowledge  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  three  of  your  letters ;  two  bearing  date  nine  o’clock 
yefterday  morning,  and  one  about  fix  in  the  evening,  by  two 
rangers,  which  are  the  only  men  that  have  got  in  here,  ex¬ 
cept  two  yefterday  morning  with  your  firft,  acquainting  him 
that  the  enemy  were  in  fight.  He  has  ordered  me  to  ac¬ 
quaint  you,  he  does  not  think  it  prudent,  (as  you  know  his 
ftrength  at  this  place)  to  attempt  a  jundtion,  ortoafiiftyou, 
till  reinforced  by  the  militia  of  the  colonies,  for  the  imme¬ 
diate  march  of  which  repeated  exprefies  have  been  fent.  One 
of  our  fcouts  brought  in  a  Canadian  prifoner  laft  night,  from 
the  inverting  party,  which  is  very  large,  and  have  pofteffed  all 
the  grounds  five  miles  on  this  fide  fort  William  Henry.  The 
number  of  the  enemy  is  very  confiderable,  the  piifoners  fay, 
eleven  thoufand,  and  have  a  large  train  of  artillery,  with 
mortars,  and  were  to  open  their  batteries  this  day.  The  ge¬ 
neral  thought  proper  to  fend  you  this  intelligence,  that  in  cafe 
he  fhould  be  fo  unfortunate,  from  the  delays  of  the  militia, 
not  to  have  it  in  kis  power  to  give  you  timely  afliftance,  you 
might  be  able  to  make  the  bert  terms  left  in  your  power. 
The  bearer  is  a  ferjeant  of  the  Connedlicut  forces,  and  if  he 
is  happy  enough  to  get  in  will  bring  advices  from  you.  We’ 
keep  continual  fcouts  going,  to  endeavour  to  get  in,  or  bring 
intelligence  from  you.  I  am.  Sir,  with  the  heariiert  and  molt 
anxious  wilhes  for  your  welfare, 

Your  moll  obedient  humble  fervant, 

G.  Hartman,  Aid-dc-Camp. 

To  Colonel  Monro,  or  officer  com¬ 
manding  at  Fort  Wiliiam  Henry. 

the 
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the  fort,  by  M.  Montcalm,  they  fubmitted  to  ca-  !>• 

j  n  r  n 

pitulate,  and  obtained  the  following  conditions. 

Capitulation  granted  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Monro , 
for  his  Britannic  Majejly’s  garrifon  of  Fort  Wil¬ 
liam  Henry ,  the  retrenched  camp  adjoining ,  and  all 
their  dependencies. 

Art.  I.  '"p  HAT  the  garrifon  of  Fort  William  Ai-tick* 
Henry,  and  the  troops,  which  are  in  °at;”,p'tu' 
the  retrenched  camp,  being  joined,  (hall  march 
out  with  their  arms,  and  the  ufual  honours  of 
war. 

II.  The  gate  of  the  fort  (hall  be  delivered  up  to 
the  troops  of  his  mod  Chridian  Majedy,  and  the 
retrenched  camp,  immediately  on  the  departure  of 
the  Britifh  troops. 

III.  All  the  artillery,  warlike  (tores,  provifions, 
and  in  general,  every  thing  except  the  effects  of 
the  officers  and  (bldiers,  (hall,  upon  honour,  be 
delivered  to  the  troops  of  his  mod  Chridian  Ma- 
jedy.  Provided  always,  that  this  article  (hall 
extend  to  the  fort,  retrenchments,  and  depen¬ 
dencies. 

IV.  The  garrifon  of  the  fort,  troops  in  the 
retrenchment  and  dependencies,  (hall  not  ferve  for 
the  fpace  of  eighteen  months,  neither  againd  his 
mod  Chridian  Majedy,  or  his  allies. 

V.  All  the  officers  and  (bldiers,  Canadians,  wo¬ 
men,  and  favages,  which  have  been  made  pri- 
foners  by  land  fince  the  commencement  of  the 
war  in  North  America,  (hall  be  delivered  in  the 

fpace 
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A •  D-  fpace  of  three  months,  at  Carillon  ;  and  accord- 
•'37'  ing  to  the  receipt  which  fhall  be  given  by  the 
French  commanding  officers,  to  whom  they  fhall 
be  delivered,  an  equal  number  of  the  garrifon  of 
Fort  William  Henry  fhall  be  capacitated  to  ferve, 
agreeable  to  the  return  given  in  by  the  Engliffi 
officer  of  the  prifoners  he  has  delivered. 

VI.  An  officer  fhall  be  given  as  an  hortage  till 
the  detachment  returns,  which  ffiall  be  given  for 
an  efcort  to  his  Britannic  Majefty’s  troops. 

VII.  All  the  fick  and  wounded,  that  are  not 
in  a  condition  to  be  tranfported  to  Fort  Edward, 
ffiall  remain  under  the  prote&ion  of  the  Marquis 
de  Montcalm,  who  will  take  proper  care  of  them, 
and  return  them  as  foon  as  recovered. 

VIII.  Provifion  for  the  fubfiftence  of  the  Bri- 
tiffi  troops,  ffiall  be  iffued  for  this  day  and  to¬ 
morrow  only. 

IX.  The  Marquis  de  Montcalm,  being  willing 
to  ffiew  Colonel  Monro,  and  the  garrifon  under 
his  command,  marks  of  his  efteem,  on  account 
of  their  honourable  defence,  gives  them  one  piece 
of  cannon,  a  fix  pounder. 

Done  in  the  trenches  before  Fort  William  Henry , 
the  c)th  of  Auguft ,  1757. 

George  Monro. 

Agreed  to  in  the  name  of  his  moll  Chriftian 
Majefty,  agreeable  to  the  power  inverted  in  me 
by  the  Marquis  de  Vaudrueill,  his  governor-ge¬ 
neral  and  lieutenant-general  of  New  France. 

Montcalm. 

Notwith- 
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Notwithftanding  this  capitulation,  the  Indian  A.  D. 
chief  infilled  upon  a  previous  agreement  with  M. 
Montcalm  ;  who  had  promifed  him  the  plunder 
of  the  Englifh,  and  that  his  men  fhould  have 
their  agreement.  Accordingly  the  French  gene-  French  < 
ral,  in  defiance  of  the  faith  of  the  capitulation  Indians  to 
and  of  humanity,  perfidioufly  and  inhumanly  gave  capitub- 
way  to  the  Indian  demand,  and  permitted  the  fa- tlon* 
vage  blood-hounds  to  fall  upon  the  difarmed  gar- 
rifon,  and  all,  except  300,  who  with  their  colo¬ 
nels  Monro  and  Young  furrendered  themfelves 
to  the  French,  and  600  who  fled  and  efcaped 
to  Fort  Edward,  were  ftripped,  killed  and  fkalpt s.  Horrid 
They  murdered  all  the  Englifh  Indians  and  Ne-  ^^au’ 
groes  found  in  the  garrifon,  or  made  them  (laves. 

They  cut  the  throats  of  mod  of  the  women,  ript 
open  their  bellies,  tore  out  their  bowels  and  threw 
them  in  the  faces  of  the  expiring  fufferers :  and 
taking  the  children  by  the  heels,  they  beat  their 
brains  out  againft  trees  cr  Hones,  fo  that  not  one 
was  faved. 

The  French  general  found  provifions  in  this  fort  Lofs  on 

/"  /-y*  •  ••  C*  r*  »  OUl  lids# 

lumcient  to  maintain  5000  men  for  fix  months  ^ 
which  he  carried  off,  as  well  as  the  artillery,  am¬ 
munition  and  warlike  (lores,  baggage,  arms,  &c. 
and  100  live  oxen,  befides  horles,  &c.  But  he 
deftroyed  all  the  boats,  which  were  not  wanted  to 

s  There  did  not  furvive  this  maflacre  more  than  1000 
men,  including  the  goo  above-mentioned.  So  that  they  mur¬ 
dered,  after  the  capitulation,  1300  men,  befides  women,  chil¬ 
dren  and  other  attendants. 

Vol.  II.  C  c 

1 9 


tranfport 


The  GENERAL  HISTORY  of 


A.  D. 

E757- 

Miferable 
jtate  of  the 
lonies. 


Remarks 
on  this 
campaign. 


tranfport  the  plunder ;  and  entirely  demoliftied 
the  fort  and  the  works. 

This  dreadful  ftroke,  at  a  time  there  was  no 
army  to  face  the  enemy,  filled  every  mind  with 
fear  for  the  common  fafety.  Nothing  but  the 
hopes  of  luccefs  againft  Louifbourg,  appeared  to 
keep  up  the  fpirits  of  the  Englifh.  But  when, 
upon  the  back  of  this  lofs,  they  were  informed, 
that  the  attempt  againft  Louifbourg  was  dropt, 
and  that  the  troops,  which  had  been  drawn  from 
our  northern  frontiers,  and  thereby  left  the  coun¬ 
try  open,  for  the  French  to  execute  what  plans 
they  pleafed  againft  our  forts  and  fettlements, 
had  been  employed  in  nothing  more  than  fham- 
fights,  &c.  at  IT  alii  fax  ;  while  the  enemy  were 
'Semolifhing  our  forts,  and  murdering  our  garri- 
fons  •,  it  extorted  thefe  melancholy  reflections, — * 
“  God  only  knows  where  this  will  end— the  French 
execute  alrnoft  every  thing  they  attempt :  we 
“  neither  execute  nor  attempt  any  thing  but  noife, 
“  and  a  prohibition  to  the  printers  to  tell  the 
«*  world  what  they  will  and  do  know  without 
“  their  information  V’ 

Such  was  the  inglorious  campaign  of  the  year 
1757,  in  North  America.  A  campaign,  which, 
by  the  preparations  made  for  it;  promifed  a  total 
ruin  of  the  enemy.  But  which,  by  procraftina- 
tion  in  England,  and  mismanagement  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  left  the  fecurity  of  our  provinces,  and  the 
intereft  of  our  allies  in  a  much  worfe  fituation, 

h  In  a  letter  from  New  York,  dated  Auguft  4,  1757- 

than 
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than  they  were  in  the  foregoing  year.  Mr.  Pitt, 
during  his  fhort  adminiftration,  we  have  feen, 
formed  the  plan,  and  put  it  into  adion  with  a  vaft 
increafe  of  forces,  which  gave  us  the  fuperiority 
both  by  fea  and  land,  to  attack  the  French  in 
their  ftrongeft  holds,  and  to  cut  them  out  work  to 
defend  their  own  fettlements.  But  when  that  ad¬ 
miniftration  was  terminated,  the  enemy  was  buf¬ 
fered  to  get  the  ftart  of  our  armaments,  and  to 
put  Louifbourg  into  fuch  a  pofture  of  defence,  as 
to  defeat  that  well-concerted  and  appointed  expe¬ 
dition.  Our  troops,  which  amounted  to  20,000 
regulars,  and  aim  oft  as  many  provincials,  were  fo 
badly  managed,  that  the  places  of  greateft  dan¬ 
ger  and  importance,  were  left  almoft  naked,  or 
fo  garriloned,  as  to  fall  a  fure  prey  to  the  enemy. 
Our  allies  were  deferred,  and  our  people  expofed 
to  murder  and  every  ad:  of  barbarity,  even  in  fight 
of  our  troops.  Our  prodigious  fleet  failed  only 
to  become  the  ridicule  of  our  enemies  :  And  a 
vaft  trad  of  valuable  territory  followed  the  fate 
of  the  conqueft  made  by  M.  Montcalm,  at  Fort 
William  Henry.  Misfortunes  to  be  accounted 
for  no  otherwife  than  upon  that  certain  maxim ; 
where  confufion  and  ftrife  is,  there  will  be  difcord 
and  every  evil  work.  The  political  conteft  about 
power  at  home,  the  inftability  of  the  adminiftra- 
tion,  and  the  frequent  revolutions  in  the  councils 
of  the  mother  country,  was  the  original  and  per¬ 
manent  caufe  of  that  languor,  which  obftruded 
all  our  military  operations.  When  officers  can 
keep  their  pofts,  Land  preferve  their  intereft  at 

C  c  2  court. 
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court,  without  running  into  dangerous  actions, 
they  feldom  will  be  forward  to  feek  an  enemy. 
And  when  a  miniftry  is  fo  changeable,  that  it  is 
uncertain  whether  a  fervice  will  be  rewarded  or 
condemned,  a  commander  can  have  little  encou¬ 
ragement  to  try  the  fortune  of  war.  Befides, 
fhould  the  command  be  trufted  in  the  hands  of 
men  fubfervient  to  the  will  of  thofe,  whofe  prin¬ 
ciples  are  averfe  to  vigorous  meafures,  there  can 
be  no  expectations  from  the  molt  poweriul  fleets 
and  armies.  Where  this  bane  of  all  national  virtue 
gets  the  afcendant,  neither  honour,  nor  courage, 
nor  love  of  our  country,  will  ever  be  able  to  pre¬ 
vail  with  a  court-dependent  to  do  his  duty. 

How  unlike  were  thefe  tranfaftions  to  the  pro- 
grefs  made  by  our  allies  in  Germany.  The  diftrefs 
of  Pruffia  has  been  already  defcribed  Let  us 
lurvey  the  Pruffian  dominions,  and  meafure  the 
remains  of  thofe  poflfeffions  under  that  crown  in 
April  laft,  and  which  have  been  torn  from  it  by 
the  Auftrians,  Swedes,  French  and  Ruffians,  in 
the  fhort  fpace  of  feven  months.  Than  which 
nothing  can  give  a  ftronger  idea  of  the  dangerous 
and  ruinous  fituation  of  his  Pruffian  Majefty ; 
deprived  of  the  means  of  raiflng  both  men  and 
money.  The  duchy  of  Guelders,  the  duchy  of 
Cleves,  the  principality  of  Moers,  the  counties  of 
Linger  and  Lipftad,  the  principalities  of  Minden, 
Eaft-Friefland  and  Embden,  part  of  the  archbi- 
fhoprick  of  Magdebourgh,  fome  other  parts  of  the 

1  Seepage  258  and  282.  Vol.  II. 
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Marche,  ducal  Pomerania,  a  great  part  of  Silefia,  D- 

-  .  .  I  *7  C  7  • 

and  even  of  the  kingdom  o t  Pruffia,  including 
Berlin  the  capital  •,  in  a  word,  almoft  all  his  do¬ 
minions  were  either  taken  from  him,  or  laid  un¬ 
der  contributions  and  pofieffed  by  enemies,  who 
collected  the  public  revenues,  fattened  on  the  con¬ 
tributions,  and  with  the  money,  they  drew  from  the 
electorate  of  Hanover,  and  other  conquefts.  Where 
was  he  to  get  recruits  for  his  army,  or  the  necef- 
faries  for  their  fubfiftence  ?  Befides,  he  had  to 
contend  with  an  army  of  Ruffians,  another  of  Au- 
ftrians,  another  of  French,  another  of  Imperialifts, 
and  another  of  Swedes. 

Yet  how  much  foever  thefe  prognofticated  his  How  his 
total  ruin  •,  his  Majefty  met  with  effectual  re- 
fources  in  the  wifdom  of  his  councils  •,  in  the  fide-  condufieJ 

,  ,  r  ,  -  ,  .  ,  himfelf 

lity  and  bravery  of  lus  troops,  and  in  the  pro-  under  his 
tedlion  of  a  good  providence.  He  faw  no  alter- 
native  but  to  fubmit  to  inglorious  terms  of  peace. 

He  was  not  only  thus  befet  and  threatened,  but 
he  had  loft  the  affiftance  of  the  army  of  obferva- 
tion,  which  had  laid  down  their  arms  under  a  ca¬ 
pitulation,  that  difabled  them  to  affift  him.  He 
fummoned  all  his  courage,  all  his  policy  ;  with  the 
former  he  marched  to  meet  his  enemies,  and  beat 
them  :  with  the  latter  he  repaired  the  injury,  which 
was  levelled  againft  him,  by  the  difarming  of  the 
army  at  Stade. 

Ruffia  was  the  firft  objeCt  of  his  arms.  He 
was  refolved,  if  poffible,  to  check  their  intrufion 
into  the  quarrels  of  Germany.  Elis  firft  ?ffay  was 
to  try  the  force  of  found  reafon,  and  that  mode- 

C  c  1  ration. 
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A.  r.  ration,  which  becomes  a  great  King,  renowned  for 

j  *r  r  7 

his  wiiclom  and  arms.  He  caufed  the  following; 


declaration  of  his  fentiments  to  precede  his  army. 


The  King  **  ¥  T  is  fufficiently  known,  that  the  King  of 
declaration  Pruffia,  after  the  example  of  his  glorious 
agaiitit  anceftors,  has,  ever  fince  his  acceffion  to  the 

K-uJiia. 

crown,  laid  it  down  as  a  maxim,  to  feek  the 


friendlhip  of  the  imperial  court  of  Ruflia,  and 
cultivate  it  by  every  method.  His  Pruffian  Ma- 
jefty  hath  had  the  fatisfadion  to  live,  for  feveral 
fucceflive  years,  in  the  ftrideft  harmony  with  the 
reigning  Emprefs  •,  and  this  happy  union  would 
be  kill  fubfifting,  if  evil-minded  potentates  had 
not  broke  it  by  their  fecret  machinations,  and  car-, 
ried  things  to  fuch  a  height,  that  the  minifters  on 
both  fides  have  been  recalled,  and  the  correfpond-* 
ence  broken  off. 

However  melancholy  thefe  circumftances 
might  be  for  the  King,  his  Majefty  wras  neverthe- 
lefs  moft  attentive  to  prevent  any  thing  that  might 
increafe  the  alienation  of  the  Ruffian  court.  He 
hath  been  particularly  careful,  during  the  diflurb- 
ances  of  the  war  that  now  unhappily  rages,  to 
avoid  whatever  might  involve  him  in  a  difference 
with  that  court,  notvvithftanding  the  great  griev¬ 
ances  he  hath  to  alledge  againft  it,  and  that  it 
was  publickly  known,  the  court  of  Vienna  had1  at 
Lft  drawn  that  of  Raffia  into  its  deftrudive  views, 
and  made  it  ferve,  as  an  inflrument  for  favouring 
|he  fchemes  of  Auftria. 

HU 
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“  His  Majefty  hath  given  h  the  whole  world  A_- 
inconteftible  proofs,  that  he  was  under  an  in-  I/j/ 
difpenfible  neceflity  of  having  recourfe  to  the 
meafures  he  hath  taken  againil  the  courts  of  Vi¬ 
enna  and  Saxony,  who  forced  him  by  their  can- 
du£t  to  take  up  arms  lor  his  defence.  Yet,  even 
fince  things  have  been  brought  to  this  extremity, 
the  King  hath  offered  to  lay  down  his  arms  it 
proper  fecurities  Ihould  be  granted  to  him. 

“  His  Majefty  hath  not  negledted  to  expofe 
the  artifices  by  which  the  imperial  court  of  Ruf- 
fia  hath  been  drawn  into  meafures  fo  oppofite  to 
the  Emprefs’s  fentiments,  and  which  would  ex¬ 
cite  the  utmoft  indignation  of  that  great  princefs, 
if  the  truth  could  be  placed  before  her,  without 
difguife.  The  King  did  more.  He  iuggefted  to  - 
her  Imperial  Majefty  fufficient  means  either  to  ex- 
cufe  her  taking  no  part  in  the  prefent  war,  or  to 
avoid,  upon  the  jufteft  grounds,  the  execution  of 
thofe  engagements,  which  the  court  of  Vienna 
claimed  by  a  manifeft  abufe  of  obligations,  which 
they  employed  to  palliate  their  unlawful  views. 

“  It  wholly  depended  upon  the  Emprefs  of  Ruf- 
fia  to  extinguifh  the  flames  of  war,  without  un- 
fheathing  the  fword,  by  purfuing  the  meafures 
fuggefted  by  the  King.  This  conduct  would  have 
immortalized  her  reign  throughout  all  Europe. 

It  would  have  gained  her  more  lading  glory,  than 
can  be  acquired  by  the-  greateft  triumphs. 

The  King  finds  with  regret,  that  all  his  pre¬ 
caution  and  care  to  maintain  peace  with  the  Ruf- 
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D-  Han  Empire  are  fruitless,  and  that  the  intrigues 
/5/’  of  his  enemies  have  prevailed.  His  Majefty  fees 
all  the  confiderations  of  friendfhip  and  good  neigh¬ 
bourhood  fet  afide  by  the  Imperial  court  of  Ruf- 
fia,  as  well  as  the  obfervance  of  its  engagements, 
with  his  Majefty.  He  fees  that  court  march¬ 
ing  its  troops  through  the  territories  ’  of  a  foreign 
power,  againft  the  inclination  of  that  power,  and 
contrary  to  the  tenor  of  treaties,  in  order  to 
attack  the  King  in  his  dominions,  and  thus  taking 
part  in  a  war,  in  which  his  enemies  have  involved 
the  Ruffian  Empire. 

In  fuch  circumftances,  the  King  hath  no  other 
part  to  take,  but  to  employ  the  power,  which 
God  hath  entrufted  to  him,  in  defending  himfelf, 
protecting  his  fubjeCts,  and  repelling  every  unjuft 
attack. 

“  His  Majefty  will  never  lofe  fight  of  the  rules, 
which  are  obferved,  even  in  the  midft  of  war, 
among  civilized  nations.  But  if,  contrary  to  all 
hope  and  expectation,  thefe  rules  ffiould  be  vio¬ 
lated  by  the  troops  of  Ruffia,  if  they  commit  in 
the  King’s  territories,  diforders  and  exceflfes  dis¬ 
allowed  by  the  law's  of  arms,  his  Majefiy  muft 
not  be  blamed  if  he  makes  reprifals  in  Saxony, 
and  if,  inftead  of  that  good  order  and  rigorous 
difcipline,  which  have  hitherto  been  obferved  by 
his  army,  avoiding  all  forts  of  violence,  he  finds 
himfelf  forced,  contrary  to  his  inclination,  to  fuf- 
fer  the  provinces  and  fubjeCts  of  Saxony  to  be 

1  Poland. 
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treated  in  the  fame  manner,  as  his  own  territories 
fhali  be  treated. 

“  As  to  the  reft,  the  King  will  foon  publifh  to 
the  whole  world  the  futility  of  the  reafons  alledged 
by  the  Imperial  court  ofRuftia  to  juftify  its  ag- 
greffion  :  And  as  his  Majefty  is  forced  upon 
making  his  defence,  he  has  room  to  hope  with 
confidence,  that  the  Lord  of  hofts  will  blefs  his 
righteous  arms,  that  he  will  difappoint  the  unjuft: 
enterprifes  of  his  enemies,  and  grant  him  his 
powerful  affiftance  to  enable  him  to  make  head 
againft  them.” 

His  Pruffian  Majefty  fupported  this  declaration 
with  an  army  of  30,000  men,  who,  after  they  had 
heard  of  the  horrid  barbarities  committed  by  the 
Ruffian  detachments,  fent  by  their  general  over 
moft  parts  of  Pruffia,  befides  burning  and  deftroying 
every  place  and  thing  in  their  way,  marched  with  a 
full  determination  to  attack  their  main  army,  in 
its  intrenchments,  though  it  confided  of  80,000 
regular  forces ;  and  well  fortified  in  a  camp,  on 
an  advantageous  fituation  near  Norkitten.  M. 
Lehwald  was  provoked  to  this  refolution  by  the 
diftreffes  k  of  a  country,  he  was  not  able  to  protedf 

or 


*  A  letter  from  the  P  ruff  an  army  under  Marfal  Lehwald,  'writ¬ 
ten  before  the  battle,  and  fublijhed  by  authority  at  Berlin. 

The  enemy,  notwithftanding  their  fuperiority,  are  en¬ 
trenching  themfelves,  and  ftudy  only  to  ruin  the  country  in 
the  moft  barbarous  manner.  The  farmers  have  fown  none  of 
their  lands  this  feafon,  and  the  enemy  forage  all  without  di- 

ftindion. 
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A.  D.  or  deliver  from  the  cruel  invader  by  any  other 
1 ' 5 ' ’  means.  The  Ruffian  army  was  formed  in  four 
th-Ruf-0*  ^nes  :  eac^  ^'ne  defended  by  a  numerous  artillery, 
flans  en-  and  with  batteries  eredted  on  all  the  eminences, 

camped.  .  k  . 

containing  in  all  200  pieces  of  cannon.  How- 
ever,  the  mean  opinion  of  their  difcipline  and  ufe 
of  arms,  added  to  the  defire  of  revenge  for  the  ene¬ 
my’s  inhuman  behaviour,  fo  encouraged  the  Pruf- 
fian  general,  who  had  his  Majefty’s  exprefs  orders 
to  rilque  every  thing  rather  than  remain  inadtive, 
and  fuffer  thefe  lavages  to  penetrate  any  farther  into 
his  dominions,  that  he  attacked  this  fortified  camp 

flinftion.  General  Fermer’s  army  has  maintained  pretty  good 
difcipline;  and  if  it  has  plundered,  it  has  not  maffacred  or 
maimed.  But  nothing  can  equal  the  diforders  and  cruelties  - 
which  mark  the  rout  of  the  grand  army.  They  cut  off  the 
nofes  and  ears  of  the  country  people,  becaufe  they  had  nothing 
more  to  give,  and  their  cattle  were  drove  away,  and  fold  to 
the  army  for  eight  grofs  a  head.  The  Coffacks,  they  faid, 
mull  have  fubfiftance  and  get  money.  The  diforders  they 
have  committed  flrike  horror.  Many  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Pruffia  have  been  hanged,  others  have  had  their  legs  cut  off, 
or  been  ript  up  alive  and  their  hearts  tore  out.  Children 
have  been  carried  off  from  their  parents ;  and  in  fhort  fuch 
atrocious  cruelties  are  exercifed  as  Ihock  human  nature,  and 
will  fix  eternal  infamy  on  an  enemy,  who  call  themfelves 
Chriflians,  and  who  promife  nothing,  but  moderation  and  good 
difcipline,  in  the  memorials  they  have  publifhed.  The  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  country,  driven  to  defpair,  take  arms  where¬ 
ver  they  can  get  them,  and  endeavour  to  defend  their  lives 
and  the  few  eflefls  they  have  carried  off  to  their  places  of  re¬ 
treat.  I  he  mailer  of  a  veffel  from  Riga, adds  to  this  Blocking 
account,  that  above  100  women  had  chcfen  rather  to  throw 
shemfelves  into  the  fea  at  Memel,  than  fubmit  to  the  brutali¬ 
ties  offered  them  by  thefe  monfters. 


at 
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at  five  in  the  morning  on  the  30th  of  Auguft,  A.  D. 

1  7  C  7  • 

with  fuch  vehemency,  that  they  entirely  broke  the 
whole  firft  line  of  the  enemy,  and  forced  all  their 
batteries.  The  Ruffian  cavalry  were  routed,  and  Lehwald« 
a  regiment  of  grenadiers  were  cut  to  pieces,  by  a 
regiment  of  Pruffian  dragoons,  led  on  the  ferviqe 
by  the  Prince  of  Holftein  Gottorp,  brother  to 
the  King  of  Sweden.  But  this  action  was  of  that 
fevere  kind,  as  made  it  neceffary  for  the  Pruffian 
general  to  defift  from  any  further  attempt.  For,  Lofs^f  the 
he  loft  in  this  attack  3000  men  (the  Ruffian  ac¬ 
count  fays  10,000  killed  and  wounded).  So  that 
when  he  came  up  to  the  fecond  entrenchment, 
which  was  ftronger  than  the  firft,  he  prudently  re¬ 
tired  rather  than  expofe  his  whole  army.  Which 
refclution  he  performed  with  excellent  order,  and 
without  one  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  difturb  his 
rear,  only  being  obliged  to  leave  behind  him-  the 
artillery  he  had  taken  from  the  firft  line,  and 
eleven  pieces  of  his  own  cannon,  for  want  of  pro* 
per  carriages. 

This  obliged  the  Ruffians  to  be  more  cautious  rnaftivity 
how  they  traverfed  the  diftant  parts  of  the  coun-  flans, 
try,  in  parties  ;  and  gave  General  Apraxin  fuch  a 
lample  of  the  fervice  he  was  to  exped,  fhould  he 
proceed  to  favour  the  operations  of  Count  Daun, 
as  his  inftrudions  direded,  that  Lehwald’s  re¬ 
treat,  in  a  great  meafure,  anfwered  the  purpofes  of 
a  vidory  in  favour  of  Pruffia. 

The  Ruffians  loft  in  this  engagement  10,000,  Their  lots, 
others  fay  14,000  men  killed  \  but  the  account 

1  Eighty  pieces  of  cannon. 
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flight. 


publifhed  by  M.  Apraxin  reduces  them  to  7000, 
amongft  whom  were  three  generals.  Their  wound¬ 
ed  were  very  confiderable ra,  amongft  thefe  was 
General  Lapuchin  and  a  colonel  of  artillery,  who 
with  many  more  were  made  pt  ifoners.  No  officer 
of  diftindion  fell  amongft  the  Pruflians :  nor  was 
there  any  one  but  Count  Dohna  wounded. 

M.  Lehwald  having  muftered  his  army  after 
this  levere  fervice  in  his  camp,  to  which  he  return¬ 
ed  back  at  Velau,  changed  their  pofition  for  one 
more  advantageous  at  Peterfwald,  that  he  might 
more  effectually  retard  the  further  motions  and 
progrefs  of  the  enemy,  in  cafe  they  ftiould  make 
any  further  movements.  But  on  the  thirteenth 
of  the  next  month,  after  the  Ruffians  had  remained 
totally  inactive  from  the  time  of  this  aCtion  near 
Norkitten,  M.  Apraxin  broke  up  his  ftrong 
camp,  and  in  a  fudden  and  furprifing  manner  re¬ 
treated  out  of  Pruffia,  with  fuch  precipitation,  that 
he  left  between  15  and  16000  fick  and  wounded, 
eighty  pieces  of  cannon,  and  a  confiderable  part 
of  his  military  ftores,  behind  him. 

This  flight  was  made  in  two  columns,  and  by 
two  n  routs,  and  was  managed  with  fo  much  art, 

by 


m.  As  appears  by  the  number  mentioned  below. 
n  One  proceeded  towards  Memel :  the  other  took  the 
nearelt  way  to  their  own  country,  through  the  bailiwic  of  Ab- 
fternen  or  through  Lithuania. 

It  does  not,  to  this  time,  appear  what  could  be  the  real 
caufe  ;  but  as  the  Czarina  was  about  that  time  feized  with  an 
apopledtic  fit,  it'  was  given  out,  that  the  army  was  ordered 

horn? 
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by  advancing  the  irregulars  towards  the  Prufiian 

^  1 7  C  7» 

army  to  cover  the  defign,  that  it  was  not  difcover- 
ed  till  the  third  day.  M.  Lehwald  upon  the  firft 
notice  detached  Prince  George  of  Holftein  with 
10,000  horfe  to  purfue  the  run-aways:  but  they 
had  made  fuch  forced  marches,  that  they  efcaped, 
except  a  few,  which  the  Prince  made  prifoners, 
and  fome  ftragglers,  who  were  killed  by  the  coun¬ 
try  people  on  the  road  to  Tilfit. 

Both  columns  burnt  every  village  in  their  way  Cruelty, 
without  diftindlion.  And  committed  fuch  other 
a£ts  of  barbarity,  that  they  left  the  roads  behind 
them  ftrewed  with  dead  bodies  of  men  and  horles. 

And  thus  the  Ruffians  entirely  evacuated  the  Pruf- 
fian  dominions,  except  Memel. 

For  this  turn  his  Pruffian  Majefty  was  again  de¬ 
livered  from  the  powerful  division  made  to  his 
arms  by  the  Ruffians  in  favour  of  Auftria.  Fie 
had  no  troops  to  fpare  for  the  defence  of  his  ter¬ 
ritories  invaded  by  the  French,  and  to  give  them 
battle.  Wherefore  the  French  marffial  revelled 
witn  impunity  in  the  open  country,  meeting  with 
no  oppofition,  and  after  a  long  blockade  reduced 
Gueiders  to  furrender  by  famine  °,  on  the  24th  of  Guelder* 
Auguft.  The  whole  country  was  now  left  ex-  itoT 
pofed  to  the  enemy,  as  far  as  Magdeburg,  and 

home  to  fupport  the  regulations  fire  had  made  about  a  fuccef- 
for,  in  cafe  of  a  vacancy  on  the  throne.  It  is  molt  probable 
that  they  wanted  fubfiftence. 

0  By  capitulation,  which  permitted  the  garrifon  to  march 
out  with  honours  of  war,  and  to  be  efcorted  to  Berlin.  But 
molt  of  them  deferted  before  they  arrived  at  Cologn. 
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the  revenues  were  appointed  for  and  received  by 
the  Emprefs  Queen p.  He  watched  the  Auftrians 
and  Impcrialifts,  and  commanded  M.  Lehwald  to 
chaftife  the  Swedes,  who  had  penetrated  into 
Pruflian  Pomerania,  juft  before  the  retreat  of  the 
Rufiians,  and  had  laid  the  neighbouring  country 
under  contribution. 

The  Swedifh  general  published  a  manifefto  to 
juftify  this  unexpected  and  extraordinary  meafure, 
in  the  name  of  the  King  of  Sweden,  fetting  forth, 

,  “  That  his  Majefty  in  quality  of  guarantee  of  the 
“  treaty  of  Weftphalia  could  not  excufe  himfelf 
ct  from  caufing  his  troops  to  enter  the  Pruflian 
**  dominions  and  division  of  the  Duchy  of  the 
<c  Anterior  Pomerania,  being  by  fuch  guarantee 
<c  obliged  to  be  vigilant  in  the  fupport  of  the 
“  conftitutions  of  the  Empire,  at  that  time  in- 
■“  fulted,  to  obtain  fuch  fatisfadtion  as  the  ftates 
*x  of  the  Empire,  which  had  fuffered  injury,  had 
“  a  juft  right  to  exped?,  and  to  reftore  them  the 
<l  peace,  which  had  been  infringed  by  the  viola- 
**  tion  of  the  faid  treaty  of  Weftphalia.” 

To  which  his  Pruflian  Majefty  replied  %  and 
proved  in  a  moft  convincing  manner,  “  That  the 
crown  of  Sweden  could  not,  upon  any  legal  foun¬ 
dation,  lay  any  thing  to  his  charge,  to  make  it 
appear  that  he  had  really  difturbed  the  peace  of 
Weftphalia  :  and  enjoined  his  vafials,  magiftrates, 

p  She  immediately  received  200,000  crowns  from  Cleves 
and  la  Marcke. 

1  By  his  General  ManteufFel,  who  had  a  command  of 
12,000  men  in  Pomerania,  to  cover  Stetin  from  any  furprize. 

and 


the  LATE  WAR. 


and  fubje&s,  in  tire  Anterior  Pomerania,  not  to  A.  D. 
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pay  any  regard  to  the  Swedifh  declaration,  but  to 
preferve  their  fidelity  and  allegiance  to  him  their 
lawful  Sovereign,  upon  the  penalty  of  incurring 
his  moll  rigorous  indignation. 

The  Swedifh  army  confifted  of  2  2  ,000  men,  strength  of 

J  their  army* 

under  Count  Hamilton  ;  but  as  foon  as  M.  Leh- 
wald  found  himfelf  at  liberty,  he  detached  16,000 
men,  under  Prince  George  of  Holftein  Gottorp, 
into  Pomerania,  and  foon  after  followed  with  the 
reft  of  his  army.  He  not  only  recovered  the 
country  they  had  feized  on,  but  fwept  them  away 
and  added  to  his  mafter’s  dominions,  all  Swedifh 
Pomerania,  except  the  fortified  town  of  Stral- 
fundr;  and  with  heavy  contributions  made  the 
Duke  of  Mecklenburg  repent  of  his  alliance  againft 
his  Pruffian  Majefty.  Thus  ended  the  Swedifh 
campaign,  who,  without  one  battle,  loft  half  their 
men  by  ficknefs,  defertion,  &c. 

How  to  repair  the  ruinous  ftate  of  his  territories 
in  Weftphalia  was  more  than  he  could  forefee, 
could  there  be  found  no  way  to  prevent  a  neu¬ 
trality  for  Hanover,  and  to  prevail  with  the  allies, 
that  had  been  difarmcd  at  Clofter-Seven,  to  re¬ 
enter  the  field.  With  thofe  views  his  Pruffian 
Majefty,  as  foon  as  he  was  apprized  of  a  convene 

r  The  Swedes  did  expect  to  be  joined  by  15,000  French 
and  6000  Mecklenburgers  :  but  M.  Lehwald  ftriking  the  blow 
in  time  prevented  this  junction,  and  reduced  the  Swedes  to 
fuch  ftraits,  that  their  General  was  afraid  of  being  reduced  to 
the  neceffity  of  the  garrifon  of  Pima  ;  as  appears  from  his  dis¬ 
patches  to  his  court. 
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tion  with  the  French  Marfhal,  wrote  the  following 
manly  and  pathetic  letter,  with  his  own  hand,  to 
his  Britannic  Majefty. 

“  T  Juft  now  hear  that  the  bufinefsofa  neutrality 

for  the  E - e  of  H - r,  is  not  yet 

dropped.  Can  your  Majefty  have  fo  little  con- 
ftancy  and  firmnefs  as  to  fink  under  a  few  crofs 
events  ?  Are  affairs  in  fuch  a  bad  plight  that  they 
cannot  be  retrieved  ?  Conffder  the  ftep  which  your 
Majefty  purpofes  to  take,  and  that  which  you 
have  made  me  take.  You  are  the  caufe  of  all  the 
misfortunes  that  are  ready  to  fall  upon  me.  I 
never  would  have  broken  my  alliance  with  France, 
but  for  your  fair  promifes.  I  repent  not  of  my 
treaty  with  your  Majefty  ;  but  do  not  fhamefully 
abandon  me  to  the  mercy  of  my  enemies,  after 
having  brought  upon  me  all  the  powers  of  Eu¬ 
rope.  I  expeift  that  your  Majefty  will  remember 
your  engagements,  renewed  the  26th  paft,  and 
that  you  will  not  liften  to  any  engagement  in  which 
I  am  not  comprehended.” 

His  Britannic  Majefty,  in  anfwer  to  this  letter, 
ordered  the  following  declaration  to  be  communi¬ 
cated  to  all  foreign  minifters  refiding  at  the  Britifh 
court,  on  the  1 6th  of  September. 

TH  E  King  having  ordered  an  account  to  be 
given  him  of  the  reprefentations  ol  M. 
Michell,  in  relation  to  fome  overtures  made  by 
his  Majefty’s  ele&oral  minifters  concerning  the 

checks 
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checks  received  in  Germany,  hath  commanded,  A.  D. 
that  anfwer  be  given  to  the  King  of  Pruflia’s  mi-  17S7’ 
nifter,  That  it  never  was  his  Majefty’s  intention, 
that  the  faid  overtures,  made  without  the  partici¬ 
pation  of  the  Britifli  council,  fliould  have  the  lead 
influence  on  his  Majefty’s  conduct,  as  King.  His 
Majefty  fees,  in  the  fame  light  as  before,  the  per¬ 
nicious  effefts  of  the  union  between  the  courts  of 
Vienna  and  Verfailles,  which  threaten  a  fubverfion 
of  the  whole  fyftem  of  public  liberty,  and  of  the 
independence  of  the  European  powers.  He  con* 
flders,  as  a  fatal  confequence  of  this  dangerous 
connexion,  the  ceflion  made  by  the  court  of  Vi¬ 
enna  of  the  ports  of  the  Netherlands  to  France, 
contrary  to  the  faith  of  the  moft  folemn  treaties  j 
and,  in  fuch  a  critical  fituation,  whatever  may  be 
the  fuccefs  of  arms,  his  Majefty  is  determined  to 
a£t  in  conftant  concert  with  the  King  of  Pruflia, 
in  employing,  the  moft  efficacious  means  to  fru- 
ftrate  the  unjuft  and  oppreflive  defigns  of  their 
common  enemies ;  and  the  King  of  Pruflia  may 
aflure  himfelf  that  the  Britifh  crown  will  continue 
to  fulfil,  with  the  greateft  pundtuality,  its  en¬ 
gagements  with  his  Pruflian  Majefty,  and  to  fup- 
port  him  with  firmnefs  and  vigour. 

Whitehall,  Sept.  16.  HoLDERNESSE. 

His  Britannic  Majefty,  in  quality  of  Elector  of 
Hanover,  did  alfo  apply,  by  the  following  re¬ 
markable  memorial,  to  the  diet  of  the  Empire, 
for  relief  and  redrefs  in  the  diftrefled  condition  of 
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A.D.  his  Ele&oral  dominions  invaded  and  feized  by  the 
French. 

n-JSJ  2  ‘ ", :  i :i  i  ZiC l  .2  2;l  ji  Je*:  . 

Ekaor  of  “  HP  H  E  differences,  fays  the  memorialift, 
Hanoverjs  arifen  between  the  crowns  of  England 

totheDyet  and  France  had  fcarce  been  followed  by  fome  hof- 
i»LeheEm"  tilities,  when  the  latter  loudly  threatned  to  be  re¬ 
venged  for  the  fame  on  the  Eledtoral  dominions 
of  his  Britannic  Majefty  ;  and  the  preparations 
then  made  on  the  Rhine  and  the  Mofelle,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  various  motions  of  the  French,  were 
more  than  fufficient  to  prove  the  reality  of  that 
potentate’s  clefigns. 

“  While  matters  flood  thus  (i.  e.  towards  the 
autumn  of  the  year  1755)  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  had  no  Etedtoral  minifter  at  the  court  of 
Vienna :  however,  his  Majefty  amicably  expreffed 
his  fentiments  to  that  court  by  the  mouth  of  Mr. 
Keith,  the  Britifh  minifter  •,  repreiented  to  her  the 
danger  to  which  his  German  dominions  and  the 
whole  Empire  were  expofed,  and  demanded  the 
fuccours  flipulated  by  the  treaties  of  alliance  and 
guaranty  that  fubfifled  between  the  two  courts. 

“  They  could  not  rniftake  at  Vienna  the  great- 
nefs  and  reality  of  the  danger,  nor  difown  that 
it  would  be  unjuft,  to  involve,  in  tire  war,  the 
Rates  of  the  Germannic  body  that  had  no  interell 
in  the  differences  above-mentioned,  and  to  molefl 
or  trouble  feveral  other  confiderable  provinces  of 
Germany  by  the  march  of  armies ;  but  thefe  re- 
prefentations  were  fruitlefs.  Far  from  feeing  the 
performance  of  the  prqmifes  of  a  real  fuccour, 

and 
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and  the  guaranty  of  his  Britannic  Majefty’s  Elec¬ 
toral  dominions,  he  cquld  not  even  obtain  from 
the  empire  dehortatory  refcripts  to  the  adjacent 
circles,  in  order  to  prevent  their  favouring  the  de- 
figns  of  France,  and  giving  her  afiifiance. 

“  In  the  mean  while  the  danger  greatly  increaf- 
ed  :  France  lent  to  Berlin  an  envoy  extraordinary, 
charged,  no  doubt,  to  induce,  if  poffible,  the 
King  of  Pruffia  to  dilturb,  on  his  part,  the  Electo¬ 
rate  of  Hanover :  at  the  lame  time  Ihe  went  on 


with  her  preparations,  and  continued  her  menaces ; 
•nnd  it  was  but  too  plainly  perceived,  the  approach¬ 
ing  winter  was  the  only  caufe  that  prevented  her 
carrying  them  into  execution.  This  is  a  true  ac¬ 
count  of  the  fituation  of  affairs  at  that  time.  - 
“  In  the  month  of  February  1756,  the  King 
of  Great  Britain,  after  a  Ihort  negotiation,  con¬ 
cluded  a  treaty  with  the  King  of  Pruffia,  the  drift 
of  which  was  only  to  maintain  the  general  tran¬ 
quillity  of  Europe  ;  to  fecure,  in  particular,  the 
repofe  of  Germany,  notwithstanding  the  differences 
fubfifling  between  the  courts  of  London  and  Ver- 
failles  •,  to  life  the  utmoft  endeavours  on  both  fides, 
towards  hindering  their  refpective  allies  from  un¬ 
dertaking  any  thing  againft  the  dominions  of  either 
of  the  contracting  powers  ;  in  fhort,  “  To  join 
“  their  forces,  in  order  to  preferve  the  tranquil- 
“  lity  of  the  empire,  and  to  oppofe  the  paffage  of 
“  foreign  troops,  in  cafe  any  power,  under  any 
“  pretext  whatsoever,  fliould  march  an  army  into 
“  Germany,  to  dilturb  its  repofe.5’ 
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A.  D.  “  This  treaty,  fuch  as  it  is  here  reprefented, 
*75/ •  <c  moreover  provided  for  the  fafety  of  all  the  do- 
“  minions  which  her  Imperial  and  Royal  Majefty 
“  pofiefles  in  the  empire,  and  thofe  which  belong 
“  thereto nay,  the  Auftrian  Netherlands  had 
even  been  exprefsly  named  therein,  had  not  his 
Pruflian  Majefty  grounded  the  exception  of  thofe 
provinces  upon  an  unanfwerable  argument,  name¬ 
ly,  “  That  in  all  the  treaties  which  he  himfelf 
“  had  concluded  with  the  Emprefs  Queen,  he 
“  never  guaranteed  the  Netherlands fo  that  in 
treating  with  a  third  power,  he  could  not  far¬ 
ther  extend  his  engagements  in  favour  of  the  Em¬ 
prefs  Queen. 

“  The  more  the  King  flattered  himlelf  that  the 
Emperor,  as  head  of  the  Empire,  would  applaud 
this  treaty,  which  aimed  at  nothing  but  to  fecure 
the  Empire  committed  to  his  care,  from  a  danger 
whofe  confequences  might  be  eafily  forefeen,  the 
more  did  he  hope  that  the  Emprefs  Queen  would 
acknowledge  the  fervice  he  rendered  to  the  terri¬ 
tories,  which  that  Princefs  pofiefles  in  Germany  : 
at  lead,  his  Britannic  Majefty  might  reckon  that 
the  Germannic  body  would  think  themfelves  un¬ 
der  fome  obligations  to  him,  for  the  care  he  took 
to  hinderGermany  from  becoming  again  the  theatre 
of  war,  and  to  fecure  its  tranquillity,  as  that  of 
his  own  dominions. 

“  Neverthelefs,  this  treaty  was  fcarcely  pub- 
Jifhed,  with  that  franknefs  and  candour,  which 
always  accompany  upright,  innocent,  and  falu- 
tary  ads,  than  fome  people  began  to  put  flnifter 

con- 
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conftru&ions  upon  it,  and  to  give  out,  that  it  A*_D- 
teemed  with  fecret  defigns  refpe&ing  religion  and 
other  matters. 

“  His  Majefty’s  patriotic  fentiments  ought  to 
have  been  better  known  :  fentiments  which  never 
fuffered  him  to  indulge  any  partial  views,  either 
in  political  or  religious  affairs ;  they  could  not  but 
know,  that  on  all  occafions  he  has  had  an  eye  to 
the  maintenance  of  the  Germannic  fyftem  and 
conftitutions,  and  that  he  has  given  reiterated  and 
inconteftible  proofs  thereof.  They  could  not 
therefore,  without  injuftice,  fufpeft  his  Majefty 
of  having  defigns,  or  being  inclined  to  take  fteps, 
that  might  create  troubles  in  the  heart  of  the  Em¬ 
pire,  of  which  he  is  himfelf  one  of  the  principal 
members,  and  whofe  interefts  have  ever  been  fo 
dear  to  him,  that  fome  years  ago  he  fpared  neither 
his  treafures  nor  his  troops,  nor  even  his  facred 
perfon,  to  deliver  it  from  the  invafion  of  its  ene¬ 
mies.  His  Britannic  Majefty  neverthelefs  did  not 
hefitate  to  inform  the  head  and  the  members  of 
the  Empire  of  the  full  contents  of  the  treaty  he 
had  recently  concluded,  adding  to  this  informa¬ 
tion,  fuch  declarations,  as  were  fit  to  remove  every 
the  leaft  idea  of  fufpicion  and  diftruft. 

“  All  the  world  knows,  that  foon  after,  i.  e. 

May  i,  1 756,  the  Emprefs  Queen,  notwithftand- 
ing,  concluded  not  only  a  neutrality  convention, 
but  alfo  a  treaty  of  union  and  friendfhip  ■pretendedly 
defenfive,  with  the  very  crown  with  which  his 
Majefty,  as  King  of  Great  Britain,  was  in  open 
war.,  and  which  threatened  to  carry  fire  and  Iword 
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A-  D.  into  his  Electoral  dominions.  To  appearance, 
*757‘  this  treaty  had  been  long  before  meditated,  and 
had  already  been  a  confiderable  time  on  the  anvil. 

“  ’Tis  likewife  well  known,  that  as  loon  as  this 
treaty  was  concluded,  jealoufies  began  to  break 
out  between  the  Emprefs  Queen  and  the  King  of 
Pruflla,  and  that  they  at  laft  ended  in  an  open 
war,  which  occafioned- his  Prudian  Majefty  to  en¬ 
ter  the  Electorate  of  Saxony  and  Bohemia. 

“  It  is  moreover  publicly  known,  that  the  King 
was  abfolutely  ignorant  of  the  King  of  Pruftia’s 
entering  Saxony  •,  that  his  Britannic  Majefty  did 
not  hear  of  it  till  after  the  event ;  that  hedetcfted 
the  hoftilities  that  broke  out  •,  that  he  advifed  the 
contrary  ;  that  he  took  no  part,  nor  would  be 
concerned  in  it ;  and  that  he  would  employ  all  his 
force,  and  bend  his  care  to  keep  foreign  troops  at 
a  diftance  from  his  country  and  the  territories  ad¬ 
jacent,  and  to  fecure  his  German  dominions  from 
the  threatened  danger. 

“  In  this  ftrain  did  his  Majefty  fpeak  by  his 
minifters  at  Vienna,  Ratifbon,  and  every  where  elfe : 
this  was  the  foie  end  of  his  deliberations,  and  of 
the  meafures  he  took,  without  concerning  himfelf 
with  what  was  doing  in  Saxony  and  Bohemia. 
It  was  in  confequence  of  the  fame  motive,  that 
the  King  voted  for  the  mediation  of  the  Empire, 
and  for  reftoring  the  tranquillity  of  Germany, 
when  the  affair  was  laid  before  the  Dyet ;  becaufe 
his  Majefty  was  convinced,  that  this  meafure  was 
the  eafieft  and  the  fitteft  to  bring  about  the  refti- 
tution  of  Saxony,  and  the  countries  depending  on 
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and  perhaps  indemnifications  too;  whereas  the 
other  means  that  prevailed  have  produced  nothing 
(as  dire  experience  has  fhewn)  but  a  horrible  effu- 
fion  of  blood,  with  the  devaftation  and  ruin  of 
many  Rates  and  innocent  fubj'efts ;  nor  can  we 
yet  forefee  when  there  will  be  an  end  of  thefe 
dreadful  calamities. 

“  It  is  true,  that  a  neu  trality  was  propofed 
to  the  King,  partly  immediately  from  the  court 
of  Vienna,  and  partly  by  the  mediation  of  Den¬ 
mark ;  but  fuch  conditions  were  tacked  to  this 
neutrality,  as  rendered  the  acceptance  impoffible. 

They  would  have  had  his  Majefty  give  the 
French  a  free  paffage  through  his  dominions ;  to 
furnifh  thofe  troops  with  provifions,  forage,  and 
waggons,  for  almoft  nothing  ;  and  this  at  a  time 
when  his  Majefty  could  fcarce  guard  his  fubjeds 
again  ft  a  famine.  They  infifted  upon  his  putting 
Hamelen  into  their  hands ;  they  wanted  him  to 
confine  his  troops  within  a  narrow  circle  in  his 
own  dominions;  they  infifted  that  they  fhould  be 
kept  there  almoft  like  prifoners  of  war:  in  fliort, 
they  would  have  deprived  him  of  the  liberty  of 
marching  a  fingle  man  from  one  place  to  anothej, 

without  the  confent  of  France. 

“  During  the  negociation  relative  to  this  neu¬ 
trality,  France  not  only  marched  the  fuccour  of 
24,000  men,  ftipulated  by  her  treaty  with  tne 
Emprefs  Queen,  but  alfo  lent  diredlly  intoWefh- 

phalia,  an  army  of  80,000  men. 

“  The  King’s  army  remained  till  the  end  01 

April  in  quarters  of  cantonment  along  the  w<_- 
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fer ;  but  the  French,  by  exorbitant  demands  of 
provifions  and  waggons,  which  far  exceeded  the 
faculties  of  the  country,  having  ruined  the  county 
of  Bentheim,  pitched  upon  the  city  of  Munfter 
for  a  place  of  arms,  marched  from  all  parts  to¬ 
wards  that  city,  and  thereby  evinced  their  defign 
upon  his  Majefty’s  eleftoral  dominions  ;  he  then 
caufed  the  army  of  obfervation  under  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland  to  crofs  the  Wefer,  and  to  advance 
as  far  as  Rittberg,  Bielfeld,  and  Hervoerden  : 
neverthelefs,  the  King  caufed  the  moft  folemn  de¬ 
clarations  to  be  given  every  where,  that  he  was 
very  far  from  intending  to  aft  offenfively  againft: 
any  of  his  co-eftates  of  the  empire,  or  even 
againft  France  *  and  that  he  had  no  other  views 
than  to  fecure  from  invafion,  with  the  help  of  the 
Almighty,  his  own  dominions,  and  the  territories 
of  the  neighbouring  Princes. 

<c  The  events  that  followed  are  too  well  known 
to  need  a  recital  here. 

The  principality  of  Eaft  Frizeland,  about 
which  his  Majefty  has  afuit  depending  in  the  Aulic 
Council  againft  the  King  of  Pruffia,  has  beer;  at¬ 
tacked  and  conquered,  and  its  inhabitants  obliged 
to  fwear  allegiance  to  the  Emprefs  Queen. 

'  ‘  The  countries  of  Heft'e  Caffel  have  been  in¬ 
vaded  by  a  body  of  15  or  20,000  men,  and  wreft- 
ed  from  their  lawful  matter,  who  hath  been  con_ 
ftrained  to  take  refuge  at  Hamburgh. 

“  At  the  fame  time  another  body  of  French 
troops  made  an  irruption  on  the  Upper  Wefer, 
took  Munden,  Gottingen,  Nordheim,  Hardeg- 
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l'en,  Hedemunden,  Ufiar,  and  Eimbeck,  caufed  A.  D. 
allegiance  to  be  fworn  every  where  to  the  King  of  ; 
France,  lodged  their  Tick  in  the  belt  churches,  ex¬ 
torted  immenfe  quantities  of  provifions  and  wag¬ 
gons,  on  the  leaft  delay  plundered  whole  villages, 
mal-treated  the  magiftrates,  and  (to  give  a 
fketch  of  French  military  execution)  reduced  other 
villages  to  afhes,  wafted  or  burnt  the  fields,  and 
thereby  deprived  the  wretched  inhabitants  of  the 
very  hope  of  the  rich  crop  the  land  promifed. 

“  In  the  mean  time,  the  main  body  of  the 
French  army  patted  the  Wefer  in  feveral  places, 
re-aflembled  , again,  and  then  drew  near  the  King’s 
army  of  obfervation,  which,  on  account  of  fupe- 
riority  in  numbers,  was  obliged  to  retire  into  the 
countries  of  Bremen  andVerden. 

“  The  town  of  Hamelen  fell  into  the  enemy’s 
hand,  and  Hanover  fhared  the  fame  fate ;  fince 
which  time  the  French  army  arbitrarily  exact  con¬ 
tributions,  provifions,  forage,  waggons,  &c.  with 
a  high  hand ;  they  feize  upon  all  the  revenues, 
and  all  the  public  money  ;  in  a  word,  they  difpofe 
of  the  whole  country,  juft  as  they  pleafe. 

“  The  territories  of  Wolfenbuttel  have  in  like 
manner  been  invaded  and  occupied,  and  they  have 
left  the  Duke’s  family  nothing  but  the  caftle  of 
Blankenburg  to  refide  in. 

“  It  is  clear  from  this  narration,  which  may  be 
authentically  proved,  that  the  King  did  not  af- 
femble  his  troops,  nor  thofe  of  his  allies,  with  a 
view  to  act  offenfively  againft  any  power  whatever  *, 
but  that  his  Majefty’s  foie  aim  was  to  fecure,  as 
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A.  D.  far  as  poffible,  his  dominions  and  thofe  of  his 
1  ‘  allies,  from  violence  and  unjud  pretenfions.  And 

though  divine  Providence  has  not  been  pleafed  to 
iecond  fuch  juft  and  equitable  views,  the  King  has 
yet  the  confolation  of  being  perfuaded,  that  the 
fteps  he  has  been  obliged  to  take,  will  be  approved 
by  every  impartial  man. 

“  I  lis  Majefty  flatters  himfelf,  that  his  co-eftates 
of  the  Empire,  and  the  powers  that  have  at  heart 
the  reiteration  of  the  Germannic  tranquillity,  and 
the  fupport  of  the  fyftem  of  the  empire,  will 
think  of  applying  the  fpeedieft  remedies  to  pro¬ 
ceedings  equally  harfh  and  undeferved,  and  put¬ 
ting  an  end  to  an  oppofition,  which  menaces  Ger¬ 
many  and  all  Europe  with  the  mod  difmal  confe- 
quences;  and  that  they  will  endeavour  to  procure 
the  King  fatisfadlion  adequate  to  the  damages  he 
has  fudained.” 


m.  d.  de  In  the  meantime  M.  de  Richelieu  was  enrich- 
pays'nore-  ^ng  himfelf  with  exceffive  contributions,  and  the 
plunder  of  the  countries,  which  laid  expofed  to 
the  con-  his  arms;  repairing  his  fortune  conlumed  in  vices 
Pinion.  ac  CQUrrj  the  moll  cruel  and  barbarous  means. 
He  paid  no  regard  to  the  conditions  of  the  con¬ 
vention  :  but  pra&ifed  every  art,  and  tried  every 
expedient,  though  ever  fo  unjuft  and  barbarous, 
Encourag-  to  fill  his  coders.  In  which  he  was  but  too  much 
*v  hi!1  1  encouraged  by  the  diflike  fhewn  in  the  French 
C3u:t.  court  at  the  articles  of  the  convention  ;  who  ex¬ 
pelled  that  an  army,  penned  up,  as  that  at  Stade 
was,  fhould  have  furrendered  at  diferetion,  at 

lead 


the  LATE  WAR.  42? 

lead  on  condition  not  to  ferve  during  the  war  A.  D. 
again  ft  France  and  her  allies,  and  infilled  on  dif-  1 
arming  the  auxiliary  troops  upon  returning  into 
their  own  country  ;  and  therefore  feemed  more 
wiiling  to  provoke  the  allied  army  to  refume  then- 
arms,  that  the  infringement  of  the  convention 
might  be  thrown  upon  them,  than  to  comply  with 
the  terms  of  the  ftipulated  convention.  On  the 
other  fide,  the  Hanoverians  were  difappointed  in 
their  expectations.  By  laying  down  their  arms, 
it  was  their  opinion,  that  his  Majefty’s  Electoral 
dominions  would  have  been  delivered  by  a  formal 
treaty  from  the  French  invaders,  and  have  obtain¬ 
ed  the  advantages  of  a  neutral  date.  But  their  hof- 
tile  viiitors  took  every  ftep  to  fecure  their  abode. 

They  continued  to  extend  their  conquefts.  They 
enlarged  their  demands.  They  changed  the  very 
form  of  government* :  and  they,  in  defiance  of 

the 

a  The  authentic  documents  of  the  French  admimfiratkn,  in  hit  Ma- 
jefy's  German  doaiJons. 

One  Gautier,  a  farmer  from  Paris,  having  arrived  at  Han¬ 
over  fome  days  before  Chriftmas,  and  there  fixed  his  office,  a 
decree  of  council  of  the  King  of  France  appeared,  dated  the 
1 8th  of  Oftober  1757,  the  tenor  of  which  is  as  follows  : 

“  The  King  having  charged  Jean  Faidy,  citizen  of  Paris 
to  take  upon  him  the  receipt  and  adminillration  of  all  the 
duties  and  revenues,  belonging  to  his  Majefly  in  the  Eledorate 
of  Hanover,  conquered  from  the  King  of  England,  Eledof 
of  Hanover,  and  bring  to  account  all  fuch  perfons  as  have  had 
the  receipt  and  adminillration  of  them,  fince  the  conqueft  of 
the  Eleftorate  of  Flanover  ;  and  all  perfons,  who,  before  the 
Electorate  of  Hanover,  and  the  ether  conquered  countries,  pall¬ 
ed 
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D.  the  late  capitulation,  were  enforcing  every  means 
)7‘  to  difarm  and  enflave  both  the  army  and  the 
people.  It 

ed  under  his  Majefty’s  dominion,  were  employed  in  the  di- 
reftion  and  receipt  of  the  revenues  of  the  country,  for  all  the 
iums  they  lhall  have  received,  and  to  receive  of  them  the  fums 
due  for  the  value  of  their  farms :  and  the  King  does  hereby 
order,  that  till  letters  patent,  fealed  and  regiiiered,  lhall  be 
iflued  forth,  the  faid  Faidy  be  put  into  polfelTion  of  the  di¬ 
redtion,  receipt,  and  adminiftration,  of  all  the  revenues  and 
duties  in  the  Eledlorate  of  Hanover,  conquered  from  the  King 
of  England,  Eledtor  of  Hanover,  from  the  time  they  have 
been  fubje&ed  to  his  Majefty  :  it  is  his  Majelly’s  will,  that  the 
receipt,  diredtion,  and  adminiltration,  of  all  the  revenues 
whatfoever,  be  in  the  hands  of  the  faid  Jean  Faidy,  or  others 
appointed  by  him;  and,  for  that  purpofe,  that  all  the  papers, 
relating  to  the  receipt,  diredtion,  and  maintainance  of  the  faid 
duties  and  revenues,  be  delivered  to  him  by  thofe,  in  vvhofe 
cuftody  foever  they  lhall  be  found.  Ic  is  his  Majefty’s  will 
and  order,  that  all  thofe,  who  have  been  employed  in  the  re¬ 
ceipt  and  diredtion  of  the  faid  revenues,  under  what  title  fo¬ 
ever,  be  obliged  to  deliver  to  the  faid  Jean  Faidy,  or  his  at- 
toinies,  upon  their  giving  receipts,  the  accounts  they  have 
given  in,  their  regilters,  land-rolls,  and  other  deeds,  by  vir¬ 
tue  whereof  they  have  received  and  colledted  the  duties  and 
revenues  of  the  preceding  fovereign,  and  that  the  faid  re¬ 
ceivers  lhall  account  for  what  they  have  received,  and  lhall 
pay  the  fums  ftill  remaining  due  from  them,  under  pain  of 
being  obliged  thereto  by  the  ordinary  methods  ufed  in  the 
King’s  revenues  and  affairs :  his  Majelly  empowers  the  faid 
Jean  Faidy  to  remove  the  receivers,  and  ail  other  perfons, 
who  lhall  have  been  employed  in  any  part  of  the  diredtion,  re¬ 
ceipt,  and  adminillration,  of  the  faid  duties  and  revenues, 
and  to  place  others  in  their  room,  his  Majefty  referving  to 
himfelf  the  power  of  ordering  the  vouchers  of  thofe  in  em¬ 
ployment  who  may  be  removed,  to  be  produced,  and  to  pro¬ 
vide 
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It  was  in  this  critical  conjun&ure,  that  the  court 
of  London  took  up  the  point  in  debate.  Han¬ 
over 


vide  for  the  reimburfing  them  the  money  they  lhall  prove  to 
have  paid,  in  the  manner  he  lhall  judge  proper  :  his  Majefty 
orders,  that  all  perfons  who  have  been  entrufted  under  the 
preceding  government  with  papers,  relative  to  the  revenues 
of  the  Electorate  of  Hanover,  or  thofe  that  may  hereafter  be 
fo,  to  communicate  the  fame  to  the  faid  Jean  Faidy,  and  to 
deliver  authentic  copies  of  all  the  papers  he  fhall  defire  to  have, 
without  exemption,  under  pain  of  difobedience  :  his  Majefty 
in  like  manner  orders,  under  the  fame  penalties,  that  the  ma- 
giftrates  of  the  towns,  diftrifts,  and  commonalties,  &c.  lhall 
deliver,  upon  the  firft  requifition  of  the  faid  Jean  Faidy,  efti- 
mates,  certified  by  them,  of  the  produce  of  fix  years,  rec¬ 
koning  from  the  iftof  January  1751,  to  the  laft  of  December 
1756,  of  the  duties  and  revenues  which  the  faid  towns,  di¬ 
ftridts,  commonalties,  and  ftates  are  in  poffeffion  of ;  that  they 
likewife  deliver  to  the  faid  Jean  Faidy,  eftimates  of  the  fums 
they  fhall  have  paid  to  the  preceding  fovereign  during  the 
faid  fix  years,  and  of  the  charges  neceffarily  incurred  during 
the  faid  term,  independant  of  the  fums  they  have  paid  :  it  is 
his  Majefty ’s  intention  and  will,  that  the  faid  Jean  Faidy  be 
put  into  the  poffeffion  of  the  houfes,  offices,  and  utenfils,  hi¬ 
therto  made  ufe  of  in  the  management  of  the  revenues,  with 
the  direction  whereof  he  is  charged,  payment  being  made  to 
the  proprietors  for  rent,  upon  the  footing  he  and  they  fhall 
agree  :  his  Majefty  likewife  orders,  that  all  thofe  who  are  ac¬ 
tually  employed  in  the  management  of  the  revenues  of  the 
Electorate  of  Flanover,  after  having  been  authorifed  by  the 
faid  Jean  Faidy,  fhall  continue  to  aft,  without  being  obliged  to 
take  any  new  oaths  ;  and  that  thofe,  who  fhall  come  in  upon 
a  frefh  eftablifhment,  fhall  be  admitted  without  any  charges 
to  take  the  oath,  and  difcharge  the  duty  of  the  employ¬ 
ments,  to  which  they  fhall  be  named,  upon  the  fimple  pre- 
fentation  of  the  faid  Jean  Faidy  :  his  Majefty  orders,  that  all 
thofe,  who  fhall  be  accountable  and  indebted  to  the  duties  and 

revenues 
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over  convinced,  when  it  was  too  late,  that  there 
could  be  no  lafety.  for  her,  but  in  a  vigorous  exer¬ 
tion 

revenues,  of  what  nature  foever  they  be,  comprehended  in 
the  direction  and  adminillration,  with  which  the  faid  Jean 
Faidy  is  charged,  [hall  be  acquitted  and  difcharged  towards 
his  Majefty  and  all  others,  of  whatl'oever  they  Shall  be  found 
to  owe,  by  producing  receipts  from  the  faid  Jean  Faidy,  his 
attornies,  &c.  of  the  accounts  they  fhall  have  given  in  at  the 
time  they  fhall  be  balanced  and  acquitted*:  it  is  his  Majefty’s 
will,  that  any  difputes,  that  fhall  arife  with  regard  to  the  ge¬ 
neral  adminillration  of  a)}  the  duties  and  revenues  of  the 
Electorate  of  Hanover,  wherewich  the  faid  Jean  Faidy  is 
charged,  be  brought  before  the  intendant  and  commilTary,  who 
has  the  department  of  the  conquered  country,  and  adjudged  by 
him,  faving  an  appeal  to  his  Majelty's  council  only  :  his 
Majelty  enjoins  the  faid  intendant  and  commiffary  of  the  faid 
department,  to  fupport  the  execution  of  the  prefent  decree, 
which  fhall  be  executed,  notwithstanding  all  oppolition  and 
hindrances  ;  of  which,  if  any  fhould  happen,  his  Majefly  rc- 
ferves  to  himfelf  and  his  council  the  cognizance,  and  forbids 
the  fame  to  all  courts  and  judges. 

Done  at  the  King’s  council  of  Hate,  held  at  Verfailles, 
the  1 8th  of  October,  1757. 

Signed  E  Y  N  A  R  D. 

Remarks.  ^  appears  from  the  date  and  purport  of  this  decree,  that 
the  council  of  Verfailles  was  employed  in  framing  it  immedi¬ 
ately  after  the  convention  of  Bremcworde  ;  and  the  faid  de¬ 
cree  implies,  that  it  was  determined  to  change  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  Electorate  of  Hanover,  notwithilanding  what 
was  exprefsly  promifed  by  the  capitulation,  made  the  9th  of 
Augult  1757,  upon  the  furrender  of  the  capital ;  and  that  the 
adminillration  herein  mentioned,  with  which  the  laid  Jean 
Faidy  is  charged,  was  to  extend  itfelf  to  the  countries,  which 
might  hereafter  he  conquered* 
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fion  of  her  ftrength  againft  an  enemy,  that  never 
quits  pofleflion  of  their  acquifitions,  whether 
made  by  force  or  fraud  *,  throws  herfelf  and  her 
caufe  entirely  upon  Great  Britain  v/hen  (he  had 
found  there  were  no  hopes  left  of  a  neutrality,  nor 
of  relief  from  the  Dyet  of  the  Empire. 

They  very  juftly  charged  Great  Britain  with 
the  caufe  of  their  misfortunes  ;  and  applied  to  his 
Britannic  Majefty  for  aid  and  protection.  “  Is  it 
reafonable,  faid  they,  that  a  country,  which 
parted  with  thofe  advantages  and  comforts,  that 
are  enjoyed  by  the  influence  of  a  court,  whofe 
Sovereign  refides  in  the  heart  of  his  native  domi¬ 
nions,  and  is  not  embarrafled  by  the  contending 
or  contrary  intefefts  of  an  adventitious  kingdom, 
Ihould  be  ruined,  becaufe  it  has  condefcended  to 
part  with  thofe  bte flings  ?  Did  not  Hanover,  that 
very  Electorate  feized  in  a  hoftile  manner  by  the 
enemies  of  Great  Britain,  give  a  King  to  Great 
Britain,  to  maintain  her  laws,  liberty,  and  religion, 
when  they  were  endangered  by  a  difputable  fuc- 
ceflion  ?  And  is  Hanover  to  be  thus  rewarded, 
for  the  refuge  granted  to  Great  Britain  in  her 
diftrefs,  as  to  be  compelled  to  pour  forth  her 

If  fo,  this  confeffion,  made  by  the  crown  of  France  itfelf, 
cannot  but  be  confidered  as  an  undeniable  proof,  that  the  faid 
crown  had  a  premeditated  defign  of  making  an  ill  ufe  of  the 
ceflation  of  arms,  in  order  to  proceed  in  taking  poffeffion  of 
the  provinces  they  had  not  yet  feized  upon,  when  the  ceffation 
of  arms  was  concluded,  and  bring  to  utter  deftruftion  the 
Electorate  of  Hanover,  without  leaving  the  fovereign  thereof 
any  method  of  preferring  it: 


blood 
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blood  and  treafure  in  the  quarrels  of  England  ? 
Is  ffie  to  be  abandoned  by  the  only  power  lire  has 
a  juft  right  to  apply  to  for  help,  when  denied  the 
protedion  of  the  Gerniannic  body,  in  a  confpiracy 
with  France  ?  His  Majefty,  by  being  the  common 
father  of  both  people,  ought  equally  to  hear  the 
voice  of  diftrefs  from  an  Hanoverian,  as  from  a 
Briton.  And  he  has  given  a  proof  of  this  by 
leaving  his  Germannic  counlellors  to  ad,  as  they 
thought  molt  conducive  to  their  country’s  intereft, 
at  the  late  convention  b,  though  it  has  not,  and 
cannot  have  its  defired  effed,  fo  long  as  it  is 
the  intereft  of  France  to  maintain  war  againft  his 
Britannic  Majefty.  The  framers  of  the  ad  of 
fettlement  knew  that  their  future  Sovereign  was  to 
be  and  to  remain  Eledor  of  Hanover  :  that  his 
being  fo  was  one  of  their  main  inducements :  and 
that  the  liberties  of  England  depended  upon  thofe 
of  the  proteftant  intereft  in  Europe.  When  was 
there  a  time  to  be  more  watchful  for  the  proteftant 
intereft  of  Europe,  than  at  a  time  when  the  na¬ 
tural  antipathy  and  the  oppofite  interefts  of  Bour¬ 
bon  and  Auftria  have  united,  and  the  Aulic  Coun¬ 
cil  countenanceth  their  meafures,  and  approves  of 
their  hoftilities  ?  Can  the  warmeft  anti- continental 
patriot  in  great  Britain  affirm,  that  the  interefts 
of  Hanover  had  immediately  any  concern  in 
lighting  up  the  prefent  war  ?  Had  the  Hanove¬ 
rians  any  concern  in  the  American  difputes  ?  Were 

b  See  his  Majefty’s  declaration  in  anfwer  to  the  King  of 
Prufiia’s  letter,  above  on  page  416,  figned  Holdtrn'Je. 
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the  Hanoverians  the  primary  objects  of  Audrian  A- 
ambition,  or  French  invafion.  We  tried  what  757‘ 

Why  the 

could  be  done  by  a  neutrality,  and  by  a  conven-  Hanove- 
tion  :  both  have  failed  us.  The  terms  of  the  for-  m,nd  afd 
mer  would  have  been  difhonourable.  The  latter  £°™ai^reat 
expedient  have  configned  Hanover  to  fufferings, 
that  could  be  inflided  upon  no  other  plea,  than 
that  the  Eledor  is  King  of  Great  Britain.  For, 
it  cannot  be  thought,  that  France  would  have 
marched  80,000  men  acrofs  fuch  an  extent  of  com- 
fortlefs  territory,  to  attack  an  EJedorate,  that  is 
guaranteed  to  the  houfe  of  Brunfwick  by  all  the 
folemn  ads,  ties  and  treaties,  that  can  render  pof- 
fefiion  fecure.  But  while  the  enemies  of  Great 
Britain  will  not  diftinguifh  between  the  interefts 
of  the  King  of  England  and  the  Eledor  of  Han¬ 
over,  as  feparate  and  independant,  Hanover  will 
always  be  the  fufferer,  though  Ore  gives  not  the 
lead:  provocation. 

Therefore  in  this  diflrefled  fituation,  into  which  ^fuiecon- 
they  had  been  brought  folely  by  their  connedions  the 
with  England,  fas  well  as  upon  the  faith  of  trea-  comm  re¬ 
ties)  the  regency  of  Hanover  demanded  immediate  nover!’ha' 
fuccours  from  the  Britifh  nation.  The  court  of 
London  did  not  pretend  to  controvert  the  jufcice 
of  the  Hanoverian  plea  :  they  did  not  demur  at 
their  demand.  But  it  was  neceffary,  and  it  employed 
our  councils  for  fome  time,  fo  to  aid,  fupport  and 
deliver  Hanover  in  its  prefent  diftrefs,  as  not  to 
difablc  Great  Britain  from  purfuing  her  own  na¬ 
tional  interefl,  and  from  preferving  that  power, 
without  which  not  only  her  allies,  but  herfclf 
Vol.  II,  E  e  muft 
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mult  become  a  prey  to  the  ambition  of  France, 
It  was  therefore  firft  tried  what  might  be  effected 
by  pacific  meafures.  The  court  of  London  pro- 
pofed  to  extend  the  convention  of  Stade  ©r  Clofter- 
Seven  to  a  general  armiftice,  and  to  found  thereon 
a  negociation  for  a  general  peace.  But  this  could 
not  be  brought  about.  The  French  had  got  pof- 
feffion,  and  they  were  determined  to  keep  the  fa¬ 
vourite  of  his  Britannic  Majefty  in  hand,  to  more 
advantage  j  while  the  fuccefs  of  their  arms  in 
North  America  promifed  them  more  adequate  con¬ 
ditions  from  the  continuation  of  the  war,  than 
could  be  expe&ed  by  a  precipitate  peace.  The 
next  recourfe  was  to  arms.  In  which  the  Han¬ 
overians  were  juftified  by  the  breach  of  the  con¬ 
vention,  in  fo  many  particulars,  by  the  French  : 
and  the  Britifh  nation  was  obliged  to  fuccour  them 
upon  the  faith  of  treaties,  and  a  principle  of  gra¬ 
titude  for  the  fufferings  they  bore  on  the  account 
of  their  connexion  with  Great  Britain  :  a  connec¬ 
tion  not  of  their  own  feeking *,  but  follicited  and 
made  by  Britifh  councils.  (See  page  432.) 

From  thefe  confiderations  it  was  refolved.  That 
the  Hanoverian  army,  who  had  been  denied  the 
ftipulations,  which  they  had  a  right  to  claim  un¬ 
der  the  convention  of  Clofter-Seven,  fhould  hold 
themfelves  releafed  from  all  obligation,  on  their 
part,  according  to  the  example  Ihewn  them  by  the 
French  ;  and  fhould  immediately  affemble,  refume 
their  arms,  and  {land  in  the  defence  of  their  country 
againft  all  invaders.  And  it  was  farther  refolved, 
to  put  in  motion,  maintain  and  keep  together  the 

army 
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army  of  obfervation,  and  to  recommend  a  vigo-  A-  ^ 

•  ^757* 

rous  execution  of  this  meafure  to  the  enfuing  par¬ 
liament. 

His  Britannic  Majefly  immediately  nominated  Prince Fer- 
J  J  '  dinand  in- 

and  appointed  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick,  veiled  with 
(brother  to  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick,  and  well  re-  command, 
commended  for  his  military  fkill  by  the  King  of 
Prufila)  commander  in  chief  of  this  army,  in  the 
place  and  Head  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland,  who  declined  a  command,  in 
which  he  had  not  met  with  that  fatisfafiion,  which 
is  expected  by  an  a&ive,  vigorous  and  vigilant 
commander ;  nor  with  a  reception  due  to  his  abi¬ 
lities,  and  well-meaning  endeavours.  A  circum- 
fiance  regretted  by  all  the  fenfible  part  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  who  have  always  found  him  a  fteady  and 
uncorrupted  friend  to  the  intereft  of  England* 
poffefled  of  the  entire  affedlion  of  the  troops,  and 
known  to  have  been  a  brave  officer. 

This  promotion  was  followed  with  a  declaration 
of  his  Majefty’s  motives  for  breaking  the  conven¬ 
tion  of  Clofter-Seven  on  his  part,  as  Elector  of 
Hanover.  In  which  was  fet  forth  the  naked  fadts 
in  the  following  words  and  order. 

IN  September  1757,  a  convention  was  agreed  HisBritan. 

upon  between  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  and  t^s  1 
the  Marfhal  Duke  de  Richlieu  •,  but  France  was  J]£*kf°rg 

no  fooner  informed  of  it,  than  fhe  plainly  raani-  the  con- 

,  .  ventien. 

fefted,  that  fhe  would  not  acknowledge  the  va¬ 
lidity  of  the  faid  convention,  but,  on  condition 
that  the  Hanoverian  troops  fhould  engage  not  to 
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A.  D.  ferve  during  the  prefent  war  againft  France  and 
,7S7’  her  allies.  And  (he  alfo  infifted  on  difarming  the 
auxiliary  troops,  upon  returning  into  their  own 
country. 

The  Duke  of  Cumberland,  who  had,  on  his 
part,  fulfilled  all  the  conditions  of  the  convention, 
and  caufed  part  of  the  troops,  deftined  on  their 
return  for  the  country  of  Lawenbourg,  to  begin 
their  march,  could  not  confider  this  new  demand 
otherwife  than  as  a  manifeft  breach  of  the  conven¬ 
tion  j  the  Marftial  Duke  de  Richiieu  having  en¬ 
gaged  not  only  to  let  the  auxiliary  troops  depart 
freely,  but  the  convention  alfo  fetting  forth  in  ex- 
prefs  terms,  that  they  fhould  not  be  regarded  as 
prifoners  of  war,  under  which  quality  alone  the 
condition  of  laying  down  their  arms  could  take 
place.  Upon  this,  his  Royal  Highnefs  fent  or¬ 
ders  to  the  faid  troops  to  halt. 

To  reconcile  this  difference,  expedients  were 
propofed,  which  left  no  fhadow  of  pretext  to  the 
oppofite  party.  But  all  in  vain.  The  troops, 
pent  up  in  a  narrow  diftridt,  were  expofed  to  the 
rigour  of  the  feafon,  and  cut  off  from  all  neceffa- 
ries  and  conveniences  of  every  kind. 

The  French  at  prefent  pretend  to  treat  the  con¬ 
vention  as  a  mere  military  fcheme ;  and  indeed  it 
was  at  firft  nothing  more :  but  on  account  of  the 
above  declaration  of  the  court  of  France,  which 
exprefsly  fufpended  its  validity,  and  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  negociation  for  difarming  the  aux¬ 
iliaries,  to  which  the  French  general  would  give 
no  anfwer  categorically,  without  waiting  for  in- 
*  ftru&ions 
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ftrudions  from  Verfailles,  the  nature  of  that  ad  A.  D. 

1 7  C  7  • 

was  totally  changed  ;  and  that  which  was  then  an  / 
ad  between  general  and  general,  is  now  become  a 
court  affair. 

Hard  as  the  conditions  of  the  convention  were, 
for  the  troops  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  Elector 
of  Hanover,  the  King  would  have  acquiefced  in 
them,  if  the  French  had  not  difcovered  their  de- 
fign  of  totally  ruining  his  army  and  his  domini¬ 
ons  ;  and,  by  the  moll  evident  infradions  and 
outrageous  conduct:,  have  fet  the  King  free  from 
every  obligation,  under  which  he  was  laid  by  the 
convention. 

The  great  end  of  the  conventional  ad  (an 
end  in  itfelf  of  the  very  nature  and  effence  of  a  pro- 
vifional  armiftice)  was  to  enter  diredly  on  nego- 
ciations  of  peace,  in  order  to  prevent  the  total 
ruin  of  the  Eledorate  of  Brunfwic-Lunenbourg, 
and  to  procure  an  accommodation  for  his  Majefty  *s 
allies.  But  the  court  of  France  has  not  only  de¬ 
clared,  time  after  time,  that  fhe  would  not  lend  a 
hand  towards  a  definitive  pacification  with  his 
Majefty,  in  quality  of  Eledor,  but  has  fhewn 
plainly,  by  her  continual  violences,  exceffes,  and 
infupportable  exadions,  fince  the  figning  the  con¬ 
vention,  that  her  refolution  is,  abfolutely  to  de- 
ftroy  the  King’s  Eledoral  eftates,  as  well  as  thofe 
of  his  allies. 

In  the  midft  of  a  truce,  the  moft  open  hoftili- 
ties  have  been  committed.  The  caftle  of  Schartz- 
fels  has  been  forcibly  feized,  and  the  garrifon 
made  prifoners  of  war.  The  prifoners  made  by 
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the  French  before  the  convention  have  not  been 
reftored,  though  this  was  a  point  exprefsly  ftipu- 
lated  between  the  delegated  generals,  and  was  ex¬ 
actly  fatisfied  on  our  part,  by  the  immediate  re- 
leafe  of  the  French  prifoners.  The  bailiffs  of  the 
rcferved  diftridh,  into  which  the  French  troops 
were  on  no  pretence  to  enter,  have  been  fum- 
moned,  under  pain  of  military  execution,  to  ap¬ 
pear  before  the  French  commiffary,  with  defign 
of  compelling  them  to  deliver  the  domainal  re¬ 
ceipts  of  the  public  revenue,  of  which  they  are 
the  adminiftrators.  They  have  appropriated  to 
themfelves  part  of  thofe  magazines,  which  by  ex- 
prefs  agreement  were  to  remain  with  the  Eledloral 
troops ;  and  they  Hill  go  on  with  feizing  the 
houfes,  revenues,  and  corn,  belonging  to  his  Ma- 
jelly  in  the  city  of  Bremen,  in  fpite  of  the  reci¬ 
procal  engagement,  whereby  they  are  held  to  re¬ 
gard  that  city  as  a  place  abfolutely  free  and  neutral. 
And  laftly,  they  have  proceeded  to  menaces,  un¬ 
heard  of  among  a  civilized  people,  of  burning, 
hacking  and  deftroying  all  before  them  without 
remorfe. 

All  thefe  violent  and  unjuft  proceedings  are  in- 
conteftible  proofs,  that  the  French  will  not  admit 
the  convention  as  obligatory,  any  farther  than  as  it 
may  prove  ruinous  to  his  Britannic  Majefty,  They 
deny  that  they  are  tied  down  to  any  thing,  and 
afiert  a  power  of  adling  at  will.  To  fo  infup- 
portable  a  degree  of  infolence  have  they  carried 
matters,  that  the  King  holds  himfelf  not  only  at 
liberty,  but  even  neceffitated,  without  further  re¬ 
gard 
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gard  to  the  convention,  fo  often  and  fo  openly  A.  D. 
violated  by  the  French,  to  have  recourfe  to  arms,  ’757‘ 
as  the  means,  which  the  Almighty  has  put  into  his 
hands,  for  delivering  his  faithful  fubjefts  and  allies 
from  the  oppreffions,  with  which  they  groan. 

As  his  Majefty  has  never  thought  of  arming 
offenfively  againft  any  power  whatever,  but  folely 
with  a  view  of  defending  himfelf  and  his  allies,  he 
repofes  his  confidence  in  God,  and  hopes  for  his 
benediction  on  the  juftice  of  his  enterprizes. 


As  foon  as  it  was  confirmed  that  the  Hanove¬ 
rians  were  in  motion,  and  repairing  to  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Prince  Ferdinand,  M.  Duke  de  Riche¬ 
lieu  wrote  him  this  letter,  as  commander  in  chief  of 
the  Hanoverian  army. 


S  I  R, 

ALTHOUGH  for  fome  days  pad  I  have  per-  Duke  de 
ceived  the  Hanoverian  troops  in  motion,  in  fe‘Jrel‘"u’s 
order  to  form  themfelves  into  a  body,  I  could  PiinceFer- 

.  ,  .  „  r  ,  r  dinand. 

not  imagine  the  objedfc  of  thefe  movements  was 
to  break  the  convention  of  neutrality,  figned  the 
8th  and  ioth  of  September,  between  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  and  me.  The 
good  faith,  which  I  naturally  fuppofed  on  the 
part  of  the  King  of  England  EleClor  of  Hano¬ 
ver,  and  of  his  fon,  who  figned  the  faid  conven¬ 
tion,  blinded  me  fo  far  as  to  make  me  believe 
that  the  affembling  of  thefe  troops  had  no  other 
defign  than  to  go  into  the  winter-quarters  that 
had  been  afiigned  them.  The  repeated  advices, 
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which  came  to  me  from  every  quarter,  of  the  bad 
intentions  of  the  Hanoverians,  at  length  opened 
my  eyes ;  and,  at  prefent,  one  may  fee  very  clearly 
that  there  is  a  plan  formed  to  break  the  articles  of 
a  convention,  which  ought  to  be  facred  and  in¬ 
violable. — The  King  my  mailer  having  been  in¬ 
formed  of  thefe  dangerous  movements,  and  of 
the  infidelity  of  the  Hanoverians,  is  Hill  willing 
to  give  frefh  proofs  of  his  moderation,  and  of  his 
defire  to  fpare  the  effufion  of  human  blood.  It  is 
with  this  view  that  I  have  the  honour  to  declare 
to  your  Serene  Highnefs,  in  the  name  of  his  moll 
Chriftian  Majelly,  that  I  perfilt  in  my  refolution 
of  fulfilling  exa&ly  all  the  points  of  the  conven¬ 
tion,  provided  the  Hanoverian  army,  on  its  part, 
does  the  fame  :  but  I  cannot  conceal  from  your 
Serene  Highnefs,  that,  if,  contrary  to  all  expecta¬ 
tion,  it  Ihould  take  any  equivocal  Itep,  and  Hill 
more,  if  it  fliquld  commit  any  a&  of  hoflility,  I 
Ifiall  then  pufh  matters  to  the  lalt  extremity,  look¬ 
ing  upon  myfelfas  authorifed  fo  to  do  by  the  laws 
of  war ;  I  fhall  fet  fire  to  all  the  palaces,  royal 
houfes,  and  gardens  ;  I  fhall  fack  all  the  towns 
and  villages,  without  fparing  the  fmalleft  cabin  ; 
in  fhort,  this  country  fhall  feel  all  the  horrors  of 
war.  I  advife  your  Serene  Highnefs  to  refiedl  on 
ail  .this,  and  not  to  lay  me  under  the  neceffity  of 
taking  fieps  fo  contrary  to  the  natural  humanity 
o:  the  french  nation,  and  alfo  to  my  perfcnal  cha- 
rader. 
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P.  S.  M.  Le  Comte  de  Lynar,  ambafiador  of  A.  D- 
the  King  of  Denmark,  who  was  mediator  for  the  ,75/’ 
convention,  has  been  fo  kind  as  to  take  upon  him 
to  fay  every  thing  in  his  power  to  your  Serene 
Highnefs,  in  order  to  prevent  the  fatal  confequences 
with  which  this  country  is  threatned. 

To  this  letter  the  Hanoverian  general  returned  PrinceFer- 
a  very  laconic  and  refolute  anfwer,  becoming  a  s 
good  general  and  a  juft  caufe  ;  importing  that  he 
was  determined  to  abide  by  the  confequences,  and 
would  decide  the  difputes,  which  had  been  unjuftly 
flatted  by  the  French,  in  perfon  at  the  head  of 
his  army  u. 

Matters  began  to  ripen  apace  for  adlion,  not-  Both  nr- 
withftanding  the  advanced  feafon.  Both  armies  "hefidd! 
re-enter  the  field.  The  Hanoverians,  fpirited 
up  with  refentment  for  the  bafe  ufage  they  had 
received,  were  eager  for  an  opportunity  to  wipe 
off  the  difgrace  of  their  fummer’s  campaign,  and 
to  deliver  their  country  from  the  unheard-of  op- 
prefllons  and  cruelties  exercifed  by  their  French 
invaders.  They  rendezvoufed  at  Stade :  and 
Prince  Ferdinand  marched  with  all  expedition  to 
leek  the  enemy,  and  to  drive  them  out  of  the 

u  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick  iffued  the  following  or¬ 
ders.  “  All  officers,  magiftrates,  and  other  regents  of  his 
“  Britannic  Majefty’s  German  dominions,  are  enjoined  by 
“  thefe  prefents,  not  to  execute  any  orders  from  the  generality 
“  or  intendency  of  the  French  ;  but  to  fend  them  to  me  im- 
“  mediately,  and  to  fecure  the  bearers  as  fpies,  that  they  may 
“  be  treated  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  their  demerits.” 

Ferdinand. 

Electorate. 


A.  D. 
x  75  7* 


Hofiilities 

commence 


Harbourg 

befieged. 


The 

French  ar¬ 
my  re¬ 
treats. 


Their  cm 
city  at 
Zell. 


Electorate.  They  prefently  came  to  blows.  One 
divifion,  under  General  Count  Schuylenburg, 
came  up  with  2000  of  the  enemy’s  rear  at  Eb- 
ftorff,  as  they  were  marching  to  Zell,  and  de¬ 
feated  them  entirely.  General  Zaftrow,  with  an¬ 
other  divifion,  defeated  another  confiderable  body 
of  the  French,  near  the  Aller.  Thefe  fkirmifhes 
and  advantages  animated  the  Hanoverian  army, 
already  fpirited  up  with  revenge,  and  {truck  fuch 
a  panic  into  the  enemy,  that  they  met  with  but 
fmall  refiftance.  Harbourg,  at  firft  fetting  out, 
gave  them  the  moft  trouble,  by  the  obftinacy  of 
the  French  commander,  who  retired  into  the  caftle, 
and  would  not  furrender  by  capitulation,  till  all  the 
fortifications  were  demoiiihed.  This  delayed  the 
march  of  the  Hanoverians,  and  gave  the  French 
time  to  colled  their  difiant  parties. 

M.  Duke  de  Richelieu  returned  to  Zell  with  as 
much  precipitation  before  the  Hanoverian  army, 
as  the  Hanoverian  army,  in  the  fummer,  had  re¬ 
tired  before  the  French  to  Stade ;  and  left  in  that 
city  a  moll  horrid  example  of  the  reality  of  his 
barbarous  intentions  threatned  in  his  letter  to  Prince 
.  Ferdinand.  Here  it  was  thought  M.  Richelieu 
had  refolved  to  make  a  {land.  Here  he  called  in 
his  advanced  parties,  abandoned  feveral  magazines, 
burnt  and  deftroyed  the  farm-houfes  and  fheep- 
walks  belonging  to  his  Britannic  Majefty,  in  defiance 
of  the  reprefen tations  made  on  that  head  by  Prince 
Ferdinand.  And  he  gave  fo  great  a  fway  to  his 
paffion,  that,  after  unmanning  himfelf,  and  de¬ 
livering  up  the  city  to  be  plundered  by  his  troops, 
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againft  all  the  rules  of  war,  he  ordered  the  fuburbs  A.  D. 
to  be  burnt  to  afhes,  and  not  to  fpare  the  orphan- 
houfe  of  helplefs  children,  who  perifhed  in  the 
fire;  the  inhuman  French  marfhal  glutting  his 
eyes,  like  another  Nero,  with  a  city  in  flames.  Retire  into 
Within  this  ruined  city  Richelieu  entrenched  his 
army ;  and  by  their  natural  fituation  and  weight 
of  artillery,  they  guarded  the  river  fo  effectually, 
that  Prince  Ferdinand  could  not  pafs  the  Aller. 

The  feverity  of  the  feafon,  which  fet  in  with 
hard  weather,  forced  him  to  retreat  to  Ultzen  and 
Lunenburg  for  quarters,  and  to  leave  the  French 
in  poflefllon  of  Hanover,  in  whofe  capital  M.  Duke 
de  Richelieu  fixed  his  head  quarters ;  though 
there  continued  to  be  frequent  fkirmifhes  with  var 
rious  fuccefs  between  the  out  parties. 

Before  M.  Duke  de  Richelieu  left  Zell,  he  pub- 
lifhed  the  following  ordinance  for  collecting  the 
public  revenues  of  the  Electorate  of  Hanover. 


Lewis  Fra.  Armand  du  Plejfis ,  D.  de  Richelieu ,  Ge¬ 
neral  of  the  French  army  in  Germany. 

r  IP  H  E  breaking  of  the  capitulation  of  Clofler-  Ordinance 
Seven,  in  fpite  of  the  moft  folemn  treaty,  the  reve- 
and  the  word  of  honour  given  by  the  generals,  nues' 
renders  void  the  treaty  made  with  the  country  of 
Hanover,  when  the  King’s  army  entered  it ;  and 
this  infraction  of  good  faith  requires  the  greateft 
rigour  toward  the  Hanoverian  army,  now  actually 
in  hoftilities. 


Where- 
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Wherefore  we  order,  that  all  the  goods,  and 
all  other  effects  of  what  nature  foever,  belonging 
to  all  the  officers  or  others  adually  with  the  faid 
Hanoverian  army,  be  confifcated  to  the  King’s 
life,  and  that  the  adminiftrator  in  general  of  the 
conquered  countries  take  poffeffion  thereof,  in 
order  to  collect  the  revenues  arifing  therefrom, 
which  are  to  be  added  to  the  contributions ;  and 
to  make  ufe  of  them  in  the  moll  advantageous 
manner  for  his  Majelly,  in  whatever  places  ot  the 
conquered  countries  they  may  be  fituated. 

We  llridly  require  Monf.  le  Due  de  Randan, 
commander  in  the  country  of  Hanover,  and  all 
other  commanders,  to  enforce  the  execution  of 
thefe  prefents,  and  to  fupport  the  fame  as  far  as  it 
may  concern  them. 

Done  at  Zell,  December  22,  1757. 

(Signed)  The  Marfhal  Due  de  Richelieu. 

And  underneath  Le  Lurez. 

After  fuch  notorious  proofs  of  French  perfidy  as 
are  here  laid  before  the  public,  it  is  aftonilhing  to 
hear  thefe  tyrants  and  murderers  of  mankind  com¬ 
plain  of  the  Pruffians  appropriating  to  themfelves, 
without  any  declaration  of  war,  without  either 
reafon  or  jullice,  the  revenues  of  the  duchy  of 
Mecklenburg,  whofe  lovereign  had  a&ually  en¬ 
tered  into  a  treaty  to  join  his  forces  with  theirs,  and 
had  marched  to  the  affillance  of  the  Swedes,  who 
were  at  that  time  engaged  in  the  conqueft  of  Pruffian 
Pomerania.  Yet  fuch  is  their  way  of  reafoning, 
that  it  is  lawful  for  them  to  invade,  upon  the 
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mod  frivolous  pretences,  countries  in  peace  with 
all  the  world  ;  but  other  Princes  mull:  make  no 
attack  upon  their  known  enemies,  till  the  mortal 
blow  has  been  (truck  ;  by  which  they  are  deprived 
of  the  power  to  make  reprifals.  The  city  of 
Mecklin  has  undoubtedly  been  feverely  dealt  with, 
the  Duke  driven  from  his  palace,  and  the  whole 
country  ravaged.  And  the  calamities  of  the  Elec¬ 
torate  of  Saxony  are  not  to  be  exprefled  :  fathers 
murdered  for  concealing  their  fugitive  Ions  ;  mer¬ 
chants  plundered  for  not  producing  greater  fums 
of  money  than  they  are  worth  ;  the  real  and  per- 
fonal  cftates  of  deferters,  of  whatever  quality, 
confifcated  ;  and  the  cattles  and  palaces  of  the  an- 
tient  nobility  plundered  and  levelled  with  the 
ground  *,  their  plantations  razed,  and  their  gardens 
and  pleafure-houfes  defaced  and  trodden  under 
foot  by  horfes.  Thefe  are  the  mildefl:  calamities 
that  the  poor  inhabitants  fuffer,  in  the  countries 
in  fubjedtion  to  the  conquerors  in  the  pre- 
fent  war.  Where  the  French,  the  Auftrians,  or 
the  Ruffians  have  gained  the  afcendancy,  the 
moft  horrible  barbarities  are  and  have  been  com¬ 
mitted. 

Some  people  fay,  that  the  convention  of  Clofter- 
Seven  furnifhed  a  fine  opportunity  for  breaking 
the  chain,  which  bound  Great  Britain  to  a  con- 
thwntal  war,  and  they,  with  the  fame  breath, 
blame  the  miniftry  for  confenting  to  the  Hano¬ 
verians  refuming  their  arms.  But  thofe  people 
ffiould  know,  That  it  was  not  in  the  miniltry’s 
power  to  hinder  the  Hanoverians  refuming  their 

arms, 
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A.  D.  arms  :  his  Majedy,  as  Elector  of  Hanover,  was 
i757‘  not  obliged  to  ad  by  confent  of  a  Britifh  privy- 
council,  relative  to  the  affairs  of  Hanover :  they 
had  no  authority  over  his  eledoral  fubjeds :  he  is 
a  father  to  them  as  well  as  to  us »  and  he,  in  that 
capacity,  is  without  controul.  So  that,  if  he  chofe 
to  order  his  Hanoverian  fubjeds  to  take  up  arms, 
’twas  not  in  the  power  of  a  Britifh  minidry  to 
prevent  it.  But  the  fad  is  this.  The  Englifh 
approved  of  the  meafure :  they  humanely  confi- 
dered  the  Hanoverians,  as  fufferers  on  their  account : 
the  French  had  entered  the  Electorate  merely  be- 
caufe  of  the  war  with  England,  and  every  one 
pitied  the  unhappy  calamity,  which  fell  in  a  par¬ 
ticular  manner  heavy  on  them,  who  were  innocent 
fufferers  in  another’s  caufe,  and  who  had  given  no 
room  for  offence.  The  people  of  England,  with 
a  fpirit  of  true  benevolence,  difpaffionately  re¬ 
flected  on  the  whole  date  and  hardfhip  of  their  un¬ 
happy  condition,  and  on  the  caufe  which  brought 
upon  them  the  word  of  all  miferies,  that  of  their 
country  being  made  the  l'cene  of  war  •,  and  were  as 
much  rejoiced  at  the  Hanoverians  reluming  their 
arms,  as  the  Hanoverians  could  be  themfelves ; 
infomuch  that  the  parliament  voted  100,000 1. 
for  their  immediate  fupport. 

His  Pruffian  Majedy  being  made  eafy,  on  the 
PiuffiT  °f  Part  °f  Hanover  ;  which  found  diffident  employ¬ 
ment  for  the  French  grand  army,  ready  on  the 
drd  occadon  to  pour  down  their  whole  force  upon 
him,  he  had  only  the  Imperialids  and  Audrians 
to  guard  againd. 

9  Various 
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Various  fkirmifhes,  and  Tome  difadvantageous  A.  D. 
aftions,  had  followed  his  lofs  at  Kolin.  Gabel, 
an  important  pafs,  and  well  garrifoned  with  four 
battalions,  under  the  command  of  Major-General 
Putkammer,  fituate  between  Boenifh  Leypa  and 
Zittau,  was  furprifed  and  taken  by  a  ftrong  detach¬ 
ment  under  the  command  of  the  Duke  d’Arem- 
berg  and  M.  Macguire  w.  It  was  with  fome 
difficulty  that  Prince  Henry,  the  King’s  brother, 
ordered  with  a  detachment  to  watch  their  mo¬ 
tions,  efcaped  their  fuperior  force x,  which  was 
afterwards  vented  with  circumftances  of  moft 
horrid  cruelty  againft  Zittau,  a  trading  town  in  Z;ttau 
Upper  Saxony,  garrifoned  by  fix  battalions.  Here  burnt» 
were  feveral  large  magazines  alfo.  They,  de¬ 
termined  to  carry  this  place,  before  the  King  of 
Pruffia  could  march  to  its  relief,  attacked  it  with 
uncommon  fury.  They  began  to  bombard  and 
cannonade  it  on  the  23d  of  July,  without  any  re¬ 
gard  to  the  Saxon  inhabitants  ;  and  it  continued  Gan.jfon 
with  fuch  rage,  that  all  the  garrifon,  except  about  efcaPe- 
300  under  Colonel  Diricke,  judged  it  moft  proper 
to  retreat,  with  as  much  of  the  magazines,  as  they 
could  carry  off.  Colonel  Diricke  had  orders  to 
maintain  that  poft  as  long  as  poflible.  Which 
he  would  not  give  up  till  the  whole  place  was  de- 
ftroyed.  The  cannonading  began  at  eleven  o’clock 
at  noon,  and  continued  no  longer  than  till  five  in 
the  evening.  But  fuch  was  the  quantity  and  kind 


w  On  the  1 8th  of  June  1757. 
x  See  page  258,  Vol.  II. 
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A.  D.  of  thofe  inftruments  of  death  and  deftrudtion,  that 
I/5'*  fix  hundred  houfes  and  upwards,  almoft  all  the 
Xiinfaion  Pu^^c  buildings,  the  Cathedrals  of  St.  John  and 
made.  St.  James,  the  orphan-houfe,  eight  parfonage- 
houfes,  eight  fchools,  the  town-houfe,  the  public 
weigh-houfe,  the  prifcn,  were  fet  on  fire  or  beaten 
down  by  4000  balls,  many  of  them  red  hot,  which 
fet  fire  to  the  houfes  in  feveral  places ;  in  which 
conflagration  were  confumed,  the  records  in  the 
town-houfe,  the  archives  and  all  other  documents 
of  the  town  council,  the  pidtures,  ftatues,  plate, 
and  other  things  of  value,  prefented  to  the  town 
by  Emperors,  &c.  And  what  was  mod  deplorable, 
upwards  of  400  citizens  were  killed.  What  efcaped 
the  flames  was  plundered  and  carried  off  by  the 
Auftrians,  Pandours,  and  Sclavonians,  as  foon  as 
they  could  force  their  way  into  the  town,  during 
the  confufion  of  the  conflagration.  For,  in- 
ftead  of  aflifting  the  inhabitants  to  extinguifh  the 
fire,  they  fell  to  plunder  what  was  to  be  found, 
making  no  diftindtion  between  Pruflians  and  the 
inhabitants  of  Zittau  ;  though  this  town  belonged 
to  the  King  of  Poland,  their  friend  and  ally. 

K  "th  Marlhal  Keith  was  now  ordered  to  quit  the 
hanatfed.  mountains  of  Bohemia,  and  to  join  the  King’s 
army  :  In  his  march  his  rear  was  much  harrafled 
by  •  the  enemy’s  irregulars,  who  carried  off  fome 
of  his  baggage  and  provifions.  He  met  the 
King’s  ar-  King’s  army  between  Bautzen  and  Gorlitz :  and 
ni^'  the  united  force  of  thefe  armies  amounted  to 
060,000  men,  befides  twelve  battalions  and  ten 
fquadrons,  which  were  fiationed  at  Pima,  under 

the 
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the  Prince  of  Anhault  Deffau,  to  prevent  any  fur- 
priie  upon  Drefden,  to  fecure  the  pafles  of  the  I/5"‘ 
mountains,  and  to  check  the  incurfions  of  the  Auf- 
trian  irregulars :  with  whom  there  happened  daily  D^y  ^'r* 
fkirmifhes  with  various  fuccefs.  But  thefe  a&ions 
did  not  weaken  the  Pruflian  armies  fo  much,  as 
defertion  ;  a  misfortune  that  will  happen  to  every 
Prince,  whofearmy  iscompofedof  foreigners,  who 
only  ferve  for  pay,  without  any  regard  for  the  in¬ 
hered  of  the  king  or  country,  in  whofe  caufe  they 
are  enlifted. 

¥  V 

A  large  body  of  Auftrians  entered  Silefia,  and 
penetrated  as  far  as  Breflau  ;  but  were  not  in  a 
condition  to  befiege  it,  in  fight  of  the  Prince  of 
:  Bevern*s  army,  encamped  near  that  city.  From  Schweid’- 
|  whence  they  turned  to  Schweidnitz,  an  important  fiegcd! 

-  fortreis,  and  the  key  of  that  duchy,  which  was 
r  the  caufe  of  the  war.  They  befieged  this  fortrefs 
j^i  in  form7;  which  took  them  up  to  the  12th  of 
November;  when  a  garrifon  of  4000  furrendered 
themfelves  prifoners  of  war. 

While  the  Auftrians  were  thus  employed,  his  His  Pmf- 
Pruffian  Majefty  endeavoured  to  draw  their  grand  [efty^dif. 
army  into  fuch  circumftances,  as  might  enable 

J  o  3tt3ck  th & 

him  to  fight  them  with  advantage.  For  this  pur-  enemy, 
pofe  he  quitted  his  camp  at  Bautzen,  and  took 
the  rout  of  Gorlitz ;  and  after  feveral  other  mo¬ 
tions,  he  took  poll  at  Budin  on  the  15th  of 
Auguft.  Here,  being  rightly  informed  of  the 
defigns  of  the  Imperial  army,  in  conjunction 

y  Opened  the  trenches  on  the  27th  of  Gdlober. 

Vol.  If.  F  f  with. 
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with  the  French  under  the  Prince  de  Spubife, 
againft  Saxony,  he  favv  it  was  necefifary  to  accele¬ 
rate  his  own  motions,  and  to  force  the  Auftrians  to 
a  battle,  if  poflible,  before  the  Imperial  army, 
which  was  'advancing  very  fall,  could  arrive  at 
the  place  of  their  deftination.  But  all  his  art  and 
ftratagem  could  not  bring  it  to  bear.  He  drew  up 
his  army  in  fight  of  the  Auftrians,  to  bid  them 
defiance.  He  even  detached  16,000  men,  under 
General  Winterfeldt,  on  the  other  fide  the  Niefe, 
to  take  them  in  flank.  As  this  would  not  do,  no 
time  was  to  be  loft.  He  refolves  to  meet  the  Im- 
perialifts,  and  to  bring  them  to  an  engagement  j 
leaving  30,000  men  near  Gorfitz  under  the  Prince 
of  Bevern,  Prince  Ferdinand  and  General  Win¬ 
terfeldt,  tooblervethe  motions  of  the  Auftnan 
army  ;  who  immediately  came  out  of  their  camp, 
when  it  was  known,  that  his  Pruffian  Majefty  had 
left  it  and  5000  of  them  attacked  two  battalions 
in  General  Winterfeldt’s  divifion,  which  they  cut 
to  pieces.  But  what  was  accounted  the  greateft 
misfortune  on  this  occafion  was  the  lois  of  the 
aeneral  himfelf,  who  received  a  wound  of  which 
he  afterwards  died. 

His  Majefty  being  informed  that  the  army  of 
the  empire,  and  the  forces  of  the  Prince  de  Sou- 
bife  were  affembled  at  Erfurth,  with  a  view  to 
penetrate  into  Saxony,  to  make  themfelves  matters 
of  the  Elbe,  he  ordered  part  of  his  army  to  march 
to  Naumbourg.  The  light-horfe,  in  their  march, 
had  a  ikirmifh  with  the  enemy,  greatly  to  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  Prufiians.  The  army  paffed  me 
0  -  -  Sal  a 
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Sala  at  Naumbourg,  and  proceeded  to  Buttelftedt.  A.  D. 
Here  he  received  advice  of  the  convention  being 
figned  at  Clofter- Seven  ;  and  of  the  invafion  of  Hal- 
b^rftadt  by  the  Duke  de  Richelieu  •,  againft  whom 
he  detached  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick,  who  againft  the 

r  Duke  cte 

fcoured  the  country  and  beat  up  the  quarters  01  Richelieu# 
the  French  at  Egelen,  and  made  twenty  officers 
and  four  hundred  foldiers  prifoners :  but  when  the 
grand  army  of  France  advanced  againft  him,  he 
took  up  fuch  quarters  at  Wanfteben,  that  he  could 
hinder  their  receiving  provifions. 

The  King  having  colle&ed  his  forces,  advanced  . 

to  Erfurth.  On  which  the  Imperialifts  retired,  Erfurth. 
and  were  driven  as  far  as  the  hills  of  Eifenach. 

Nothing  more  could  be  done  at  this  time,  except 
ftretching  an  advanced  poft  of  hufiars  and  dra¬ 
goons,  as  far  as  Gotha,  which  maintained  its 
ground  againft  a  large  body,  under  Prince  Hild- 

bourghaufen,  fent  to  diflodge  it.  General 

In  this  fituation  the  armies  remained  till  about  Haddick 
the  laft  week  in  Oftober,  whena  body  of  Hun- 
garians  penetrated  through  Lufatia  into  Branden- 
bourg,  under  General  Fladdick,  up  to  the  gates 
of  Berlin  ;  which  city  he  laid  under  contribution  : 
a  part  of  which  was  faved  by  the  feafonable  ap¬ 
proach  of  the  Prince  of  Anhault  Deflau.  In  the 
mean  time  the  other  part  of  the  army  retired  to 
Leipfick,  under  General  Keith.  The  time  was  The  im- 

r  r  r  T  perialilts 

now  haftening  forward  tor  action.  I  he  lmpe-  ref0ive  to 
rialifts  thought  it  moft  advifeable  and  fafe,  to  feize  G“ 
the  prelent  opportunity,  when  the  Pruffian  forces  Keith, 
were  thus  divided  and  feperated  at  fuch  a  diftance. 

F  f  2  Therefore 
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Therefore  they  advanced  by  cantonments  through 
Naumbourg,  Zeets  and  Weiffenfels,  imagining 
that  they  could  make  themfelves  matters  of  the 
courfe  of  the  Sala,  of  Leipfic  and  of  the  Prufiian 
magazines  at  Torgau. 

Upon  this  advice,  and  that  the  Prince  of  Saxe- 
Hilbourghaufen  and  the  Prince  of  Soubife  were  in 
full  march,  to  attack  M.  Keith,  the  King  ordered 
his  army  to  affemble  at  Leipfic.  Which  was  per¬ 
formed  with  fuch  expedition,  that  the  troops  from 
Lufatia,  and  from  the  county  of  Magdebourg, 
arrived  on  the  26th  of  Odlober.  Every  neceffary 
difpofition  was  made  to  give  the  enemy  battle. 
But  they  were  ttill  bafhful  ;  though  the  plains  of 
Lutzen  afforded  a  moft  fpacious  field  of  battle. 
On  the  30th  the  King  advanced  nearer,  and  on 
the  3  tft  he  drew  up  his  army  to  fall  upon  the  ene¬ 
my  in  their  quarters ;  and  made  500  prifoners  in 
patting  through  Weiffenfels  and  Merfebourg  •,  but 
could  reach  no  further  than  Lutzen.  Next  day, 
upon  advice  that  the  enemy  were  retiring  on  all 
fides,  the  King  marched  with  the  vanguard  to 
Weiffenfels,  and  attacked  that  city  with  fuch  vi¬ 
gour,  that  the  Bavarian  troops,  and  the  troops  of 
the  circles,  were  forced  to  abandon  the  pott,  and 
to  retreat,  having  loft  300  men,  who  were  made 
prifoners.  The  enemy,  to  cover  their  retreat, 
burnt  the  bridge  z  on  the  Sala  •,  and  the  pofition  of 
the  Imperialifts  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  that  river, 
facing  Weiffenfels,  behind  enclofures  of  vineyards 

*  Which  had  coll  above  100,000  crowns  building. 

and 
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and  in  huts,  to  prevent  the  repairs  of  the  bridge,  A.  D. 
indicated  their  intention  to  difpute  the  palTage  of 
the  Sala  with  the  Pruffians.  M.  Keith,  who  had 
advanced  with  the  main  body  of  the  army  to 
Merfebourg,  where  fourteen  French  battalions  were 
polled,  found  the  bridge  at  that  place  burnt  ; 
and  continuing  his  march  to  Hall,  he  found  that 
the  fame  precaution  had  been  taken  Dy  another  de¬ 
tachment  of  French  troops  at  that  bridge.  But 
M.  Keith  prefently  repaired  it,  and  forced  the  enemy  Driven 
to  evacuate  all  the  polls  they  had  on  that  river,  their  pofts 
and  retire  to  Micheles.  Being  now  in  pofleffion  ™btke 
of  Hall,  Merfebourg,  and  Weifienfels,  and  their 
bridges  repaired,  the  whole  PrulTian  army  eroded 
the  river  Sala,  in  three  columns  •,  and  they  joined 
the  fame  day  at  the  village  of  Rofbach,  facing  the 
enemy’s  camp. 

The  Kins  went  inmediately  to  reconnoitre  the  King  of 
enemy’s  fituation  and  llrength  ;  and  finding  that  prepares  t0 
it  might  be  attacked  on  the  right,  he  propofed  to  *“*cktheir 
do  it  next  day.  But  though  every  difpofition  was 
made  to  carry  this  relolution  into  execution,  and 
the  cavalry  was  put  in  motion  in  the  van,  it  was 
countermanded  ;  becaufe,  upon  arriving  at  the 
eminences,  from  whence  the  enemy  had  been  re¬ 
connoitred  the  day  before,  it  was  found,  that  they 
had  changed  the  pofition  of  their  camp.  It  nowr  Its  - 
not  only  faced  the  PrulTian  army,  but  it  was  co- 
vered  in  front  by  a  large  hollow  way.  Its  right 
was  upon  an  eminence  in  a  wood,  fortified  with 
three  redoubts,  befides  barricades  of  trees.  Which 
made  it  unadvifeable  to  proceed  to  the  intended 

F  f  3  attack 
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A.  D.  attack.  Therefore  the  infantry  encamped,  and 
1/57'  the  cavalry  did  fo  likewife  a.  As  the  reafons  were 
dropt.ttaCk  not  known  to  the  enemy  for  this  fudden  alteration 
in  the  motions  of  the  Pruffian  army,  they,  perhaps, 
attributed  their  re-encampment  to  a  diffidence  in 
their  own  ftrength,  and  upon  this  prefumption, 
detached  feveral  parties  to  harrafs  them  in  cafe  of 
a  retreat. 

Encourag  ■  This  procraftination  of  the  Pruffian  army,  which 
periaUilsto  till  now,  had  given  the  greateft  figns  of  an  in- 
toT battle  tentk>n  t0  force  the  Imperialifts  to  an  action,  ope¬ 
rated  fo  effedually  on  the  enemy,  that  it  brought 
them  to  a  refolution  b  not  only  to  wait  for  them,  to 

which 

a  With  the  lofs  of  nine  men  killed  by  the  enemy’s  cannon, 
which  did  no  other  execution,  though  continued  the  whole 
day. 

It  is  hardly  poffible  to  account  for  the  conduct  of  the  Im- 
perialills  and  French,  retreating  fo  often  before  an  enemy  fo 
much  inferior  to  them  in  numbers ;  and  whom,  it  was  com¬ 
monly  thought  they  were  fent  to  crufh,  in  purfuance  of  the 
ban  of  the  Empire.  But  the  following  letter  from  an  officer 
of  the  combined  army,  dated  Nov.  12,  will  help  to  fet  us 
right  as  to  the  intentions  of  the  officers  in  the  Imperial  army, 
and  give  light  in  fome  other  particular's  relative  to  the  enfuing 

battle. - “  The  Prince  de  Soubife  having  received  orders 

from  his  court,  not  to  lead  the  army  of  his  moll  Chriftian 
Majefty  beyond  the  Sala,  but  at  the  fame  time  not  to  omit  any 
occafion  that  might  offer  of  fighting  the  King  of  Pruffia  on 
this  fide  that  river,  it  was  judged  proper,  that  the  combined 
army  fhould  provide  themfelves  with  a  good  camp,  and  there 
refolutely  wait  for  the  enemy.  In  confequence  of  which  re¬ 
folution,  they  occupied  that  of  Micheles,  the  2d  of  Nov. 
where  they  were  polled  fo  as  to  have  a  wood  on  the  right, 
wherein  the  15  battalions  of  the  troops  of  the  Empire  (the 

*  reft 
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which  his  Pruflian  Majefty  'had  fo  long  in  vain  A. 

•attempted  to  provoke  them  ;  but  to  attack  them 
r  in 

•reft  having  beendetached,  by  order  of  the  Margrave  of  Baden- 
Durlach  along  the  Sala,  for  the  fecunty  of  the  interior  circ  es) 
had  orders  to  continue  and  cover  themfelves  by  felling  trees, 
and  this  place  was  fortified  befides  with  feme  redoubts,  being 
ihe  only  one  againft  which  the  enemy  could  form  its  attack, 

and  th/  intervals  were, guarded  by  feveral  pieces  of  amllcry. 

The  Imperial  cavalry  and  that  of  the  Empire,  occupied  a  very 
advantageous  fpot  near  this  wood,  and  extremely  proper  for 
their  purpofe.  The  French  troops,  whole :  left  wing  was  de¬ 
fended  by  an  impracticable  ravin,  joined  them  ;  oefides  all 
which  there  was  a  corps  of  referve,  of  eight  battahons  and  to 
fquadrons,  of  the  fame  auxiliary  troops,  to  be  employed  as 

occafion  might  require.  ,  r  .  ,  , 

1„  this  pollute  nothing  could  be  mote  definable  than  to  be 
attacked.  On  the  3d  the  enemy  appeared  and  reconnoitred 
the  camp  from  the  eminences,  but  difeovered 1  no  tokens  or  drf- 
poCtion  to  rifque  an  aion  with  the  condoned  army  fo  advan- 

tageoufly  polled,  but  encamped  near  the  vrlhge  ol  Rolbach, 

where  it  was  equally  inaccellible  both  in  fronc  and  flanks. 
This  camp  was  on  .ravin  and  a  fmall  eminence.  A  brook 
no  ways  conf.detable  bnt  for  its  deep  banks,  petfeflly  covered 
either  army  from  the  other;  and  the  troops  polled  ,n  the  man¬ 
ner  of  an  amphitheatre,  formed  two  lines  of  infantry  on  the 
hanging  of  the  hill,  and  the  third  of  cavalry,  m  the  plain  be- 
hind  the  two  former.  .  ... 

It  was  three  in  the  afternoon  before  they  quitted  then;  camp, 
and  made  a  Ibew  of  retreating  to  Merfebonrg :  bnt ^>kmg .  ad¬ 
vantage  of  an  eminence,  which  mtercep.ed  them  and  them 
motions  from  onr  view,  they  ranged  them  beh'nd  “• 

A  perfon  of  credit  and  diflinaion  came  in  the  interim 
aifured  the  Dnke  of  Saxe  Hildbontghanfen,  general  of 
combined  army,  that  there  was  fcarce  a  handfu  of  the  enemy 
behind  the  faid  eminence.  But  by-and  by  we  aw  t  em 
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in  their  camp.  For,  on  the  5th,  about  nine  in  the 
morning,  their  infantry,  which  had  drawn  nearer, 
upon  the  rifing  grounds,  towards  the  Pruffian 
camp,  filed  off  to  the  right,  and  the  whole  army 
was  put  in  motion  ;  a  large  body  of  cavalry  at 

vancing  on  a  full  gallop  towards  our  flank.  The  Duke,  how¬ 
ever,  gained  time  fufficient  for  forming  the  two  Imperial  regi¬ 
ments  of  cavalry  on  the  firft  line,  and  thofe  of  the  Empire  on 
the  fecond,  by  difpofing  the  flank  in  front.  Himfelf  in  perfon 
led  on  the  two  former  regiments  to  the  charge,  and  attacked 
the  enemy  with  fo  much  bravery,  that  we  could  fee  the  two 
parties,  for  a  confiderable  time,  engaging  hand  in  hand.  At 
length  the  Imperial  cavalry  began  to  penetrate  through  them  ; 
but  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  much  fuperior  in  number  to  ours, 
found  means  tofurround  them  ;  however,  they  recovered  their 
order,  and,  in  conjunction  with  the  French  cavalry,  repulfed 
the  enemy  four  times.  The  Marquis  de  Caflrees  fignalized 
himfelf  on  this  occafion,  and  received  two  wounds  on  the  head 
from  a  fword. 

The  Prince  of  Saxony,  in  the  mean  while,  put  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  the  infantry,  and  the  officers  of  the  French  army 
having  propofed  to  him  to  attack  that  of  the  enemy  in  co¬ 
lumns,  with  bayonets  flxt,  his  Serene  Highnefs  exprefled  his 
fatisfa&ion  at  fo  vigorous  a  refolution,  and  conduced  in  perfon 
the  regiment  of  Piedmont  within  30  or  40  paces  of  the  enemy; 
but  the  terrible  fire  which  they  made  at  once  of  their  artillery 
and  mufquetry,  obliged  that  brave  regiment  to  retreat ;  and 
infiantly  fuch  an  univerfal  panic  poffiefled  all  the  troops,  that 
it  was  impoffible  to  flop  one  Angle  battalion  or  fquadron.  Qur 
general  in  chief,  as  well  as  the  Prince  de  Soubife,  the  French 
commandant,  took  all  imaginable  pains  to  rally  the  troops, 
but  to  no  purpofe  ;  they  were  all  quite  overwhelmed  with 
terror.  It  was  therefore  concluded,  to  contiive  how  to  fecure 
a  retreat.  The  night  favouring  us,  the  combined  army  pro¬ 
fited  of  that  circumtlance,  and  retired  to  Freybourg,  and  after¬ 
wards  over  the  Unflrut.’’ 
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the  fame  time  marched  towards  the  left,  directing  A.  D. 

t  i  *7  r  7 

their  march,  all  along  to  the  rifing  grounds,  with 
which  the  Pruffian  camp,  that  lay  in  the  bottom 
between  the  villages  of  Bederow  and  Rofbach, 
was  furrounded,  and  within  the  reach  of  large 
cannon.  About  noon  the  head  of  the  columns 
was  perceived  to  rife  upon  the  extremity  of  the 
left  of  the  Pruffian  army.  But  it  was  two  o’clock 
before  any  certain  judgment  could  be  formed  of 
the  intention  of  all  thefe  movements  :  when  it 
being  manifeft,  that  they  by  endeavouring  to 
double  the  left  of  the  Pruffians,  and  directing 
their  march  towards  Merfebourgh,  to  cut  off  a  re¬ 
treat  in  cafe  of  a  defeat,  intended  to  attack  the 
King’s  army,  and  that  all  their  difpofitions  were 
calculated  with  a  profpedt  to  furround  them,  and 
to  open  the  adtion  by  an  attack  in  the  rear ;  his 
Pruffian  Majefly  feized  the  critical  moment,  defied  King  of 
their  art,  caught  them  in  their  own  imaginations,  ^Jsab5s 
drew  up  his  army  in  order  of  battle,  and,  by  a  half  ground, 
turn  to  the  left,  marched  parallel  with  the  enemy. 

In  this  pofition  the  King  made  the  following 

fpeech  to  his  army  : -  “  My  dear  friends,  the 

“  hour  is  now  come,  in  which,  all  that  is,  and  all 
“  that  ought  to  be  dear  to  us,  depends  upon  the 
“  fwords,  which  are  now  drawn  for  the  battle 
«  time  permits  me  to  fay  but  little,  nor  is  their 
“  occafion  to  fay  much.  You  know  that  there  is 
“  no  labour,  no  hunger  nor  cold,  no  watching, 

“  and  no  danger  that  I  have  not  ffiared  with  you 
**  hitherto  i  and  you  fee  me  ready  to  lay  down  my 
o  ‘ 1  life 
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A.  D.  «  life  with  you,  and  for  you.  All  I  afk  is  the 
n/'  “  fame  pledge  of  fidelity  and  affeftion  that  I  give  •, 

and  let  me  add,  not  as  an  incitement  to  your 
“  courage,  but  as  a  teftimony  of  my  own  grati- 
“  tude,  that,  from  this  hour,  till  we  go  into  quar- 

“  ters,  your  pay  fhali  be  double. - Acquit  your- 

■“  Pelves  like  men,  and  put  your  confidence  in 

«  God.” - The  effedt  of  this  fpeech  was  fuch, 

as  can  neither  be  defcribed  nor  conceived  ;  the 
Its  effcft.  general  emotion  butft  into  an  univerfal  ftiout,  and 
the  looks  and  demeanour  of  the  men,  were  ani¬ 
mated  to  a  degree  little  fhort  of  phrenfy  ;  and  of 
"this  difpofition,  the  vidlory  may  perhaps  be  con- 
fidered  as  a  natural  effect,  notwithstanding  the 
fuperiority  of  the  enemy. 

Difpofition  His  Majefty  had  determined  to  make  the  attack 
°f^s  with  one  wing  only,  and  the  difpofition  of  the 
enemy  made  it  necefiary  that  it  fhould  be  the  left 
wing.  But  the  very  inftant  the  battle  was  going 
to  begin,  his  Majefty  ordered  the  general,  who 
commanded  the  right  wing,  to  decline  it ;  to  take 
a  proper  pofition  in  confequence  thereof,  and  efpe- 
cially,  to  prevent  their  being  furrounded.  Never- 
thelefs,  all  the  cavalry  of  the  right  wing,  except 
two  or  three  fquadrons,  had  already  marched  to 
the  left,  in  full  gallop  •,  and  formed,  according  to 
their  orders,  over  againft  the  enemy.  The  Pruf- 
fians  by  thefe  motions  gained  the  rifing  grounds, 
The  battle  cf  which  their  cavalry  made  very  good  ufe.  They 
L  °un"  attacked  the  enemy’s  cavalry  in  flank.  The 
charge  was  very  fierce :  and  feveral  regiments  of 

the  French  came  on  with  great  refolution.  But 

they 
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they  were  driven  back  after  a  few  difchargeS  •,  and  A.  D. 
purfued  with  great  fpi tit  for  a  confiderable  time,  lj 
till  they  found  an  opportunity  of  rallying  upon 
an  eminence  j  where  they  made  a  ftand,  but  wete 
fo  feverely  handled  by  the  vidorious  purfuers  that 
they  betook  themfelves  to  flight  in  the  greateft 
diforder,  at  about  four  in  the  afternoon. 

Whilft  the  cavalry  performed  wonders,  the 
infantry  opened  themfelves.  The  enemy  cannon¬ 
aded  them  brifkly  during  this  interval,  and  did 
fome  execution  j  but  not  with  impunity,  the  Pruf- 
iian  artillery  returning  the  lois  with  advantage. 

This  prelude  •  of  cannonade  having  continued 
without  intermifiion  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  the 
fire  of  the  infantry  began  with  fuch  adivity  that 
the  enemy  could  not  fiand  it,  nor  refill  the  valour 
of  the  foot,  who  marched  up  gallantly  to  the 
enemy’s  batteries,  and  carried  them  with  an  uncom¬ 
mon  bravery,  one  after  another,  till  the  enemy 
was  forced  to  give  way  in  great  confufion.  As 
the  left  wing  advanced,  the  right  changed  its  po- 
fition,  and  having  foon  met  with  a  fmall  rifling 
ground,  they  availed  themfelves  of  its  fituation, 
by  planting  it  with  16  pieces  of  heavy  cannon. 

From  hence  they  were  enabled  to  fire  upon  the 
enemy’s  right,  which  increafed  their  diforder,  and 
exceflively  galled  their  left  wing  in  front. 

At  five  vidory  declared  in  favour  of  the  Pruf-  The  Pmi- 
fians.  The  cannon  ceafed.  The  enemy  fled  on  ^a0nusJ‘a°* 
all  Aides.  Only  fix  battalions  of  the  Pruflian  left  The  impe- 
were  engaged.  The  purfuit  was  eager :  but  night  nallllS  fl'* 
coming  on  very  fall  favoured  the  runaways,  and 

prevented 
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A.  D.  prevented  the  conquerors  reaping  the  fruits  of  their 
*757’  victory.  So  that,  it  may  be  faid,  the  night  alone 
was  the  prefervation  of  that  army,  which  was  fo 
formidable  in  the  morning  of  the  fame  day.  They 
took  the  benefit  of  the  darknefs  to  hurry  for¬ 
wards  to  Freybourg,  and  there  to  pafs  the  Unftrut, 
which  they  effedled  next  morning  after  a  whole 
night’s  march  c. 

The 

*  This  narrative  of  the  battle  and  vidlory  at  Roffiach,  has 
never  been  contradi&ed  ;  but  may  be  explained  in  feveral  par¬ 
ticulars  by  the  following  account,  given  in  a  letter  from  an 
officer  in  the  army  of  the  empire,  prefent  in  this  battle. 

“  At  one  in  the  morning  of  the  30th  part,  we  left  our  quar¬ 
ters  at  Stoffen,  and  received  orders  to  repair  to  Weiflenfelds : 
the  regiment  of  Varell  marched  through  the  city,  and  over 
the  bridge,,  and  was  cantoned  at  Petra ;  two  regiments,  viz. 
thofe  of  Naffau  and  Deux  Ponts,  and  Rechman’s  of  Bavaria, 
with  two  companies  of  French  grenadiers  remained  at  Weiffen- 
felds. 

On  the  31ft,  at  five  in  the  morning,  the  Prufiians  came  and 
attacked  the  city  :  upon  this,  the  whole  army  was  ordered  to 
aflemble;  but  Prince  Hildbourghaufen’s  quarters  being  at  half 
a  league’s  dillance  from  the  city,  Prince  George  of  d’Armftadt 
commanded  in  his  abfence,  and  took  every  poffible  method  to 
make  refinance ;  but  it  was  too  late  :  they  were  obliged  to  re¬ 
tire,  and  that  noble  bridge,  which  had  coll  above  100,000 
crowns,  was  burnt  to  fecure  our  retreat.  The  Pruffian  artillery 
made  a  terrible  fire,  whilft  the  two  regiments  were  palling  the 
bridge.  The  regiment  of  Deux  Ponts  loll  four  officers  and 
100  private  men,  upon  this  occafion ;  the  captains  Munche- 
rode  and  Dames,  with  two  lieutenants,  were  among  the  former. 
The  lofs  of  Rechman’s  regiment  amounted  to  200  men,  of 
whom  fix  were  officers.  The  whole  army  continued  before 
the  town,  and  the  Felt  Marffial  in  his  quarters  at  Bugerau. 
In  the  night  300  of  the  Wartzburg  Imperial  regiment  w ere 
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The  King  fet  out  early  on  the  6th  in  the  morn-  A.  D. 
ing,  with  all  his  cavalry,  fupported  by  four  bat- 

talions 

a  ,  J  4  ■ 

detached  to  the  place  where  the  bridge  had  been,  in  order  to 
obferve  the  enemy. 

During  the  whole  night,  a  noife  was  heard  in  the  city,  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  ftrokes  of  mallets ;  but  it  was  not  difcovered 
till  break  of  day,  that  two  houfes  had  been  turned  into  bat¬ 
teries.  As  they  were  not  yet  finifhed,  we  eafily  difmounted 
them  with  our  fix  pieces  of  cannon,  which  were  fent  thither; 
and  killed  them  four  foldiers  and  one  workman. 

The  firft  of  Nov.  the  fire  from  the  artillery  continued  on 
both  fides  till  io  o’clock,  when  we  began  to  march  towards 
Merfebourg ;  the  baggage  having  gone  before  as  far  as  Cam- 
burg,  we  were  forced  to  lie  on  the  ground  without  wood  or 
ft  raw.  In  the  mean  while  the  French  were  reinforced  by  20 
battalions  and  18  fquadrons,  commanded  by  the  Due  de  Brog- 
lio. 

The  3d  of  Nov.  we  put  ourfelves  in  a  pofture  to  wait  the 
enemy  ;  at  one  in  the  afternoon  we  retreated  a  league  towards 
Freybourg,  where  we  halted ;  at  five  we  were  drawn  up  in 
order  of  battle ;  and  thus  we  advanced  flowly,  towards  the 
enemy,  all  night.  We  were  polled  in  a  wood  on  the  right, 
where  we  covered  ourfelves  by  felling  trees ;  and  batteries  were 
placed  by  the  French  on  the  two  eminences  at  each  end  of  the 
wood.  On  the  4th  we  were  in  prefence  of  the  enemy,  and 
cannonaded  each  other.  The  enemy’s  cavalry  advanced,  but 
were  repulfed  by  ours,  fuftained  by  the  fire  of  our  artillery. 

The  enemy’s  infantry  then  moved  forwards  in  three  columns, 
but  were  alfo  repulfed.  On  the  5th  the  cannonading  began 
very  early  in  the  morning  on  both  fides.  The  left  wing  of  the 
enemy  extended  as  far  as  Legen,  and  their  right  to  Schorta ; 
and  our  army  was  polled  in  the  wood  at  Waneroda.  At  noon, 
our  army,  as  well  as  the  French,  had  orders  to  form  the  line 
of  battle,  and  to  march  out  of  the  entrenchments  which  we 
had  made.  We  advanced  towards  the  enemy,  keeping  a  little, 
however,  to  the  left.  The  enemy  made  a  feint  of  retiring ; 
pjt  which  we  redoubled  our  pace,  but  we  foon  found  what  kind 

of 
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talions  of  grenadiers,  in  purfuit  of  the  fugitives  j 
with  orders  for  his  whole  infantry  to  follow  him 
in  two  columns.  But,  as  faid  above,  the  enemy 
had  pafied  the  Unftrut  •,  and  the  Pruflians  being 
obliged  to  repair  the  bridge  at  Freybourg,  which 
the  enemy  had  burnt,  it  was  five  in  the  evening 
before  the  cavalry  could  come  up  with  the  enemy, 
drawn  up  in  an  advantageous  manner  upon  the 
hills  of  Eckerlberg,  which  obliged  his  Majefty  to 
wait  the  ifiue  of  another  day:  He  cantoned  his 

of  retreat  they  \yere  making.  In  order  to  deceive  us  the  more 
effe£tua!ly,  they  had-fent  fomefquadrons  towards  Merfebourg  ; 
but  the  relt  of  their  army  was  drawn  up  behind  an  eminence, 
which  Concealed  them  from  us.  It  muft  be  confeffed,  that  we 
fell  compleatly  into  the  fnare.  The  firft  line  of  the  French 
and  our  cavalry  Continued  advancing  ;  when  all  on  a  fudden 
our  right  wing  received  a  terrible  fire  from  the  enemy,  which 
we  returned  brifkly,  but  as  we  had  been  obliged  to  advance  in 
fome  hurry,  our  ranks  were  a  little  difordered,  which  made 
the  enemy’s  fire  fall  the  more  heavily  upon  us.  Our  cavalry 
fled  the  firft  upon  full  gallop,  but  our  artillery  fupported  us 
iome  time  longer;  at  laft  the  French  fled  likewife  5  and  being 
then  no  longer  able  to  refill  the  enemy,  the  rout  became  gene¬ 
ral.  We  have  loll  all  our  baggage  and  artillery,  and  at  leaft 
10,000  men.  We  inarched  the  whole  night,  and  palling  the 
river  at  Freybourg,  arrived  at  Eckerlberg  at  fix  o  clock  in  the 
morning.  At  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  the  Felt  Marlhal 
and  Prince  George  joined  us.  They  had  hardly  let  down  to 
dinner,  but  we  perceived  the  enemy  at  our  heels,  who  can¬ 
nonaded  us  brifkly ;  and  as  our  army  was  not  got  together, 
nothing  was  left  for  us  but  to  retreat.  Having  again  marched 
all  night,  we  arrived  at  laid  at  Erfurth,  where  we  now  are  in 
want  of  every  thing,  though  we  are  rather  better  off  than  be¬ 
fore.  It  is  now  eight  days  fince  our  men  have  had  bread  ;  they 
have  lived  upon  turnips  and  radiflies,  which  they  dug  out  ot 
the  earth.” 
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army  in  the  neareft  villages-,  and  the  enemy  hav-  A.  D. 
ing  fled  in  the  night,  he  contented  himfelf  with  1757‘ 
the  fuccefs  of  his  huflars,  who  took  near  300 
hnorcracrg  waszgons  with  their  contents  ;  though 

DD  D  ^  _  - 

there  were  fome  of  the  irregulars,  that  pulhed 

after  them  as  far  as  Erfurth. 

This  o-lorious  vidlory,  glorious  both  in  the  ac-  Lofs  on 

^  1  •  j  •  1  both  fides. 

tion  and  in  its  confequences,  was  obtained  with 
very  inconfiderable  lofs  of  the  Prufiians,  which 
did  not  exceed  300  men  killed  and  wounded; 
amongft  whom  was  Colonel  Prignitz,  killed  ;  and 
Prince  Plenty,  General  Seidhtz,  and  General 
Meinecke,  wounded  (lightly.  But  their  enemy 
loft  upwards  of  3000  men  killed  upon  the  field 
of  battle,  and  above  6000  made  prifoners, 
amongft  whom  were  eight  French  generals,  be- 
fides  feveral  German  generals,  and  250  officers 
of  different  ranks :  63  pieces  of  cannon,  15  ftand- 
ards,  two  pair  of  kettle  drums,  and  feven  pair  of 
colours,  fell  alfo  into  the  hands  of  the  Prufiians, 
at  the  fame  time  d. 

If  we  ferioufly  attend  to  the  premifes,  and  con-  Rwurk^ 

fider  the  ftrength  of  both  armies,  either  in  re-  °le< 

o-ard  to  their  fituation  or  numbers,  it  rnuft  be  ac¬ 
ta 

d  Some  accounts  raife  the  number  of  prifoners  to  10,000, 
and  the  pieces  of  cannon  to  164  ;  300  waggon  load  of  wound¬ 
ed  French  and  Swifs,  were  fent'  with  the  reft  of  the  prifoners 
to  Leipfick.  General  Revel,  brother  to  the  Duke  de  Broglio, 
died  of  his  wounds  the  day  after  the  battle  at  Merfebourg. 

N.  B.  It  was  faid,  that  this  egregious  misfortune  was  owing 
to  the  injudicious  difpofitiens  of  the  two  commanders ;  and 
in  part  to  the  difeontent  amongft  the  men,  who  were  not  only 
badly  paid,  but  in  great  want  of  bread,  & c, 

know!  edged 
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A.  D.  knowledged  that  the  battle  was  not  to  the  ftrong  ; 

*757’  but  that  the  hand  of  heaven  appeared  vifibly  in 
defence  of  Pruflia.  The  enemy  boafted  that  they 
were  70,000  ftrong.  But  admit  that  there  were 
no  more  than  50,000  effe&ive  combatants  on  the 
held  of  battle ;  it  was  a  vaft  fuperiority.  For, 
after  the  King  had  left  five  battalions  for  the  garri- 
fon  of  Leipfick,  a  battalion  at  Halle,  another  at 
Merfebourg,  and  another  at  Weifienfelds  and  had 
ftationed  the  regiment  of  Winterfield  to  cover  the 
baggage  during  the  battle,  his  whole  force  fierce¬ 
ly  amounted  to  18,000  effective  men  :  upon  whom 
the  whole  weight  of  the  adlion  fell. 


I 

END  of  the  SECOND  VOLUME 

I 


. 


